
Jr. High 6:00-7:30 (Gym opens at 5:45)   -   Sr. High 7:15-8:45 
  
The best way you can help your students to buy into what we are teaching, see the value of praying for others, and foster a 
strong relationship with them yourselves: 

1. Ask your student(s) what three people they are praying for each day. 
2. Help them think about specific or new ways they can be praying for those individuals. 
3. Pray with them about these three every morning before school. 

We really believe this will make a huge impact in your child’s spiritual walk! For the sake of spiritual maturity and the 
spreading of the gospel, we urge you to commit to making a regular habit of doing these three things.  

Last week we talked about unity in the body. We considered the importance of being unified, if we are 
going to start a movement of the Gospel.  This week, we are continuing to build on unity as we work 
through the second half of Ephesians 4. Our focus this week is ‘Gossip and Making Friends'. 
Interestingly, our survey shows that almost every student perceived gossip to be an issue and many 
said it was a bad issue that needs to be addressed. While this may be jumping to conclusions, I have 
found it often to be true among Jr. High and Sr. High students. It is likely that they all believe other 

people at school, and even in the youth group, are gossipers. What they often don’t perceive is that there are many people 
who also consider them to be a gossiper. As we consider this, we want to come with the lens that admits fault and short 
coming. Then we want to start taking action. We want students to identify gossip and be proactive about not participating. 
Because the reality is, if we hear gossip and do nothing, just stand there and listen to it, we still participated in its 
spreading. We are encouraging students to respond in one of three ways. 1. As soon as you identify it as gossip, cut them 
off saying something to the effect of “we should not talk about others this way, it is inappropriate, please stop.” 2. Walk 
away. 3. If you didn’t realize it was gossip until after you heard it, to be willing to come back to that person who told you 
and let them know it’s not cool to be talking about others like that. Perhaps you as the parent have some other great ideas 
as to how your student(s) could better handle gossip in the moment. Please be thinking about it and talk to your student 
about it. Ultimately, as an agent of change, we want students to see that gossip has no place in the kingdom of heaven. 
That our disunity because of our sin actually grieves the Holy Spirit. We are called to live a new life, one that is above 
reproach and honors God. So, let’s stop pretending that our “little sins” are not a big deal and let’s repent. Let’s no longer 
engage in things that grieve the Lord, instead let’s find ways to honor Him! In fact, treating others with kindness, 
compassion, forgiving people for where they have hurt you or messed up is exactly how we will make real friends. Real 
friends are not made because you learned to fit in. Real friends are made when you care about their well being and they 
learn to care about yours.  

Conversation for you and your student(s): 
- When was the last time you participated in gossip?  
- How can you honor the Lord when you hear gossip? 
- How does avoiding gossip, help keep the body of Christ unified? 

 

This Sunday, at 1:30, we will host a flag football game for students in 6-12th grade. Students who want to 
parAcipate can meet us on the field at the middle school in Gladstone, next to the tennis courts. We will 
play for about an hour each week unAl the weather gets too cold or students lose interest in playing. 
Please encourage any student you know who likes to throw a football around to join us!  

This week is a youth worship night. This means we are encouraging Sr. High students to come at 7:00 to 
join us in worship. Jr. High students will already be here and ready to worship at the end of their night. So 
Sr. High this week is from 7-8:45 pm. 

Sincerely, 
Student Ministry Team


