
Hello Parents, 

Some things to look forward to:
- Jr. High Summer Camp at Trail’s End Ranch will Be July 12-18 (we may have to depart on the 11th)
- Sr. High trip coming soon

 Bold Truth | Mark 12:28-34                                                                                                                                                           
In this passage, Jesus had been asked several consecutive questions by various religious leaders. As He continued to 
answer their questions, they continually were amazed. Because Jesus was speaking to issues of controversy and 
questions meant to trap Him without allowing the trap to be set and proclaiming the truth of God that they could not 

argue against. One of the Pharisees notices how well Jesus has been answering and has drawn the conclusion that Jesus 
cares more about the heart than complete, white-knuckled obedience to the law. So he asks Jesus a clarifying question in 

light of the law, “Which is the most important?” Jesus’ answer “First love God with everything you have and the second, love your 
neighbor as yourself.” The man responds to Jesus and says “I know this is true and right, and there are no amount of sacrifices that can 
outweigh this type of love for God.” Jesus then tells him he is not far from the kingdom of heaven and nobody tried to further question 
Him. When we study this text it is important for us to take a step back and take the backpack of obedience off. Sometimes as 
“Christians” we feel we have to be perfect and obedient in everything the Bible teaches. While we should strive to do better for the 
sake of the Lord, we really have to check ourselves on a few things. First, why do we want to be obedient? So we look, act, walk, and 
talk like a Christian? Or so that we will please God? Do we think that white-knuckled obedience will bring us closer to God? The 
reality is, we can be obedient for a time, we can do our best to be perfect, but we are not. And God does not put that expectation on us. 
Instead, He cares about the condition of our heart. He cares about if we truly love Him or if we love ourselves, if we love His people 
(neighbors) or if we love evil. You could be obedient to God in biblical conduct and your heart be far from Him. In fact, if you are 
white-knuckling your obedience, I would challenge you to consider the position of your heart before God. Jesus’ command here gives 
us a starting place. A place to start that will lead to transformation of our entire life. White-knuckled obedience is not transformative, it 
is only behavior modification. God does not care about your ability to modify your behavior, He cares about the innermost, deepest 
part of your life. He cares about where your heart lies, if it is seeking Him or if it is distracted by other desires. He also cares if you 
love people. God made people in His own image. To not love His image, is to not love an aspect of God. And if we set off pursuing 
God in this way, our hearts and lives will be transformed and obedience will learn to come along with it. 

Here are some questions for you and your students: 
1. Do you feel like the Bible is basically a list of rules?
2. What is different from being obedient to the Bible and having a heart that loves God?

a. Can you have both? Explain. 
3. What would it look like to completely love God? (play this question out)

I pray for each of you as you have conversations with your students; that God would give you insight and 
wisdom. And that He would be doing a special work in each of you! 
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