
Hello Parents, 

We are a little out of rhythm as we have not had a normal night of youth group for the past few weeks. I am 
excited to get back into motion. Please be praying that students would latch on to what we are teaching and 
that the Holy Spirit would be grabbing the attention of each of their hearts. Some things to look forward to:

- Jr. High Summer Camp at Trail’s End Ranch will Be July 12-18 (We may have to depart on the 11th)
- Sr. High trip coming soon

 Bold Truth | Mark 12:13-17                                                                                                                                              
In this passage, we see the Pharisees and Herodians come to Jesus with a question. The purpose of the question is to 
disqualify Jesus before the people. They are quite clever in how they word it and the question they choose. They come 
to Him and ask “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by 

appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should 
we not?” The reason this question is clever is really broken down into three reasons. 1. It is simply and may draw out a 

quick and thoughtless answer. 2. If Jesus says “yes,” He would been seen by the people as pro-Roman. Since the Romans had 
conquered Israel the people who are listening to and following Jesus’ teaching would no longer desire to be seen with Him. The 
Pharisees and Herodians felt they would be able to play politics and get the people to turn from Jesus. 3. If He said “no,” then they 
would accuse Him of being revolutionary before the Romans. Either way, they would get what they want in that people would no 
longer follow Jesus. However, Jesus being God, knew exactly how to answer such a question. He says, “Why put me to the test? Bring 
me a denarius (Currency) and let me look at it. Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They answered Him “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to 
them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” This was the perfect answer because Jesus 
is saying pay to Caesar what belongs to Him. This is his coin that came from Rome, so if he wants it, give it to him. But also, give to 
God what is God’s. Since Jesus just compared the inscription of the coin, which is a image in likeness to Caesar therefore it is 
Caesar’s. He is then implying by His statement “give to God the things that are God’s,” that since we as people are made in the image 
of God (Gen. 1:27) then we belong to God. Therefore, give yourself to God, knowing that you belong to Him. This comment is all 
encompassing. It is not just becoming a Christian or doing things in a biblical manner, but actually giving yourself to God in the sense 
of total surrender, to live this life for Him and His purposes, not our own. What we take away from this is a simple point that is very 
difficult to uphold. Since we are God’s, made in His image, created by Him for Him, we should live in total abandonment of this 
world for Him. We should seek Him and do His will in all situations. However, we are so self centered that we struggle to make it the 
length of a day with this mindset, let alone fully committing our lives. So it starts small. What is something you are holding on to that 
belongs to God? It could be your check book, it could be a sinful habit (that we justify as “really not that bad”), it could be control 
over any one area of our life. There are all kinds of things we hang on to as if they are ours, even though we belong to God. 

Here are some questions for you and your students: 

1. What does it mean to belong to God?
2. Do you feel like you make more decisions for yourself or for God?
3. What would it look like to let God lead every decision you make?

I pray for each of you as you have conversations with your students. That God would give you insight and 
wisdom. And that He would be doing a special work in each of you! 
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