
Hello Parents, 

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving! It is a wonderful thing to stop and take time to show your appreciation to each 
other and the Lord for the so many blessings that we have in our life. If you have not had an opportunity, I would encourage 
everyone to make a list of people and blessings that you are particularly thankful for and then share and celebrate! 

We have a few announcements of events we hope you will put on your calendar. Firstly, on December 18, we will be having a 
White Elephant Party for all Jr. and Sr. high students, together. We will start at 6:30 and finish at 9:00 pm. Once again, Jr. and 
Sr. high will have this party together during this time. Each student should bring a gift – fun things from around your house or 
something less than $15. We will have eggnog and holiday snacks. NOTE: Any parents who are willing to bake cookies or buy 
holiday treats please contact Jordan Pardee at jordan@grace906.com. 

Secondly, snow camp is officially on the calendar! Sr. High snow camp is January 10-12 and costs $83. Jr. High snow camp is 
January 24-25, the cost is $71 per person. A signup sheet will be available starting on Sunday morning. Stay tuned for more 
details. 

This week we will be focusing on the story of Jesus walking on water. However, our focus will be a little different than a 
typical teaching of this passage. You would normally expect to hear about Peter stepping out of the boat in faith and 
then looking away and starting to sink. However, Mark doesn’t even mention Peter. Instead, Mark makes an 
important note, that the disciples couldn’t process everything Jesus was doing because their hearts were too hard. 
This is interesting because these are men who have committed to following Jesus, desire to know Him, be more 

like Him, and be part of His ministry. Not only were they committed to the point of leaving life as they knew it to follow 
Him but they had the opportunity to spend every day with Him. Surely, if any person was going to be spiritually mature with a 
strong faith they would have the exact opportunities presented to the disciples. Yet when we read this story, their hearts were 
hard. Why were they hard? What caused that to happen? How does someone so committed to Jesus have a heart that resists 
acknowledging and giving credit to what Jesus is doing? This is important because it reminds us that we can wear the mask. We 
can live a double life. We can be more committed, more outgoing for the gospel, and more passionate than anyone else, and not 
be right with Jesus; have a heart that resists His way and seeks its own. It also means that we can feel as though we are doing 
everything “right,” and still be far from God. So how do we handle our hardened heart? What do we do when we recognize we 
have one? How do we keep our hearts prepared for everything that Jesus has for us? 
These are the questions we will be discussing this week. This conversation is significant for so many! Students naturally live in 
multiple worlds of school, home, friends, and church. It is easy in each case to wear a different mask, be a different person, and 
get lost in a crazy fast-paced world. I hope you will take some time to debrief with your students after youth group. If you have 
been asking them the parent questions, it should be easy to be a little more vulnerable and push a little farther this week. If you 
have not been covering these questions with your kids, this is a great week to start, but don’t be surprised if they give you 
surface-level answers. 
May God bless your conversations!

Here are some questions for you and your students: 

1. What does it mean to have a hardened heart? (Towards friends, parents, God)
2. Why do you think it is dangerous to live with a hardened heart? 
3. How do you know if you have a hardened heart?
4. If you have one, what should you do about it? 
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