
Hello Parents, 

We have a few announcements of events we hope you will put on your calendar. Firstly, on December 18, we will be having a 
White Elephant Party for all Jr. and Sr. high students, together. We will start at 6:30 and finish at 9:00 pm. Once again, Jr. and 
Sr. high will have this party together during this time. Each student should bring a gift – fun things from around your house or 
something less than $15. We will have eggnog and holiday snacks. NOTE: Any parents who are willing to bake cookies or buy 
holiday treats please contact Jordan Pardee at jordan@grace906.com. 

Secondly, snow camp is officially on the calendar! Sr. High snow camp is January 10-12 and costs $83. Jr. High snow camp is 
January 24-25, the cost is $71 per person. Sign up at the office. We are attending the same snow camps as Grace Student 
Ministry has in the past. Stay tuned for more details. 

Here in Mark 7:14-23, we find that Jesus is beginning to state the changes from living for God under the law to living 
for God under the new covenant. During the time of the Old Testament, the Israelites were given specific 
instructions on how to live as children of God. Some of those instructions included specific foods they could not eat 
and also practices they should avoid because it would make them unclean before the Lord. In this passage, Jesus 
says it is no longer going to make you unclean. There is nothing you can touch or food you can eat that will make 

you unclean before the Lord. Instead, it is the sin that originates in your heart that defiles you. It does not matter what 
the sin, how many times it is committed, or how egregious we might think it is. Instead, it is the fact that there is sin in your heart. 
Jesus plainly states here that He is not concerned about the food in your stomach, but the purity of your heart. Is your heart in a 
position that brings honor to God? Or is your heart far from God? These questions are important for us to ask ourselves as it is 
easy to wear a mask. It is easy to do everything right in front of everyone else. But you can do everything right in front of others 
and appear to be on the right track, appear to be focused on God. But Jesus says, I see the heart. I know what is in there. You 
cannot pretend to be a Christian and fool Jesus. He says it is the status of your heart that He is concerned about and if your 
heart is defiled and you are living in sin, you are hurting your relationship with Him. So, He points out several areas of sin that 
people struggle within their hearts that will eventually manifest itself outwardly. In this list, Jesus is helping us to see that which is 
immoral and sinful. That which will lead us astray and back into being enslaved to sin.  So, by looking at this list, we can ask 
students to stop and pray. To ask God, “Where is my heart defiled?” I pray that God would do a powerful work in revealing to 
students this week where they are in sin, I pray that they would then turn from that sin and choose to seek God. We are going to 
give students this opportunity this week. We are going to ask them to stop and evaluate this list, ask them to find a quiet space 
away from others and then ask the Lord to search their hearts and reveal their sin to them, so that they may seek forgiveness. 

Here are some questions for you and your students: 

1. Last week you talked about having a hardened heart, how does having a hardened heart relate to a defiled person?
2. Tonight, you asked God to search your heart and reveal your sin to you. Is there anything you can share with me that 

will help me to pray for you more accurately? 
3. How often do you think you should ask God to search your heart? 

I pray for each of you as you have conversations with your students. That God would give you insight and wisdom. And that He 
would be doing a special work in every student. 
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