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Youth   Group   January   13   
Jr.   High   6:00-7:30   (Gym   opens   at   5:45)     -     Sr.   High   7:00-8:45   

  
     Hello   parents,   we   want   to   encourage   you   to   keep   reminding   your   students   to   pray   for   their   1-3.   People   who   they   can   be   praying   
for,   making   intentional   decisions   to   influence,   encourage,   and   build   up   these   individuals   with   the   goal   of   planting   seeds   of   the   
gospel   and/or   giving   an   invitation   to   youth   group.   Our   theme   is   the   9   Month   Mission   Trip   and   we   would   like   for   you   as   parents   to   
remind   your   students   to   be   intentional   and   active   in   this   goal.   I   genuinely   believe   that   it   would   be   significant   to   the   growth   and   
development   of   your   student(s)   to   join   them   in   the   process.   To   ask   how   you   can   pray   for   them,   for   their   friends,   and   how   you   can   be   
a   resource   to   their   ministry.   To   sit   and   pray   with   your   student(s)   regularly   will   validate   the   commands   of   scripture   to   love   God   and   
love   others   through   intentionally   reaching   others.   It   is   not   too   late   in   the   year,   in   fact,   if   you   have   not   started   doing   this   with   your   
student(s)   yet,   it   may   just   be   the   opportune   time   to   do   so   now.     
  

Last   week   was   a   powerful   time   together   as   we   listened   to   Becki’s   story   of   moving   from   an   atheist   to   now   a  
deacon   in   the   church.   God   is   so   powerful   and   works   in   mighty   ways.   We   thank   Him   for   His   patience,   love,   
and   faithfulness   towards   us!   As   we   continue   to   move   forward,   we   are   entering   another   mini-series   “The   
Calling.”   This   series   is   meant   to   help   us   take   a   step   back,   do   a   gut   check,   make   sure   our   heart   is   in   the   right   
place   before   the   Lord.   This   week   we   will   be   covering   the   theme   verse   for   this   mini-series,   Luke   9:23-26.   
As   we   come   together   to   look   at   this,   we   want   to   ask   questions   like,   “Have   I   really   surrendered   to   God?   

What   am   I   still   hanging   onto   that   belongs   to   Him?   How   can   I   learn   to   live   freely   in   the   name   of   Christ?”   
We   want   students   to   continue   to   focus   on   their   relationship   with   the   Lord   as   we   continue   to   encourage   
them   to   reach   out   to   their   1-3   that   they   have   been   praying   for.   God   is   powerful   and   able   to   do   a   great   
work.   What   we   want   to   do   is   understand   that   our   calling   as   Christians,   as   people   who   are   following   
Christ,   is   to   learn   to   deny   yourself   of   sin.   Sin   is   part   of   who   we   used   to   be;   it   was   the   motivator   behind   our   
actions.   As   believers   we   have   been   given   a   new   life,   one   where   we   are   called   to   walk   in   righteousness   
through   the   transformation   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   So,   we   must   learn   to   deny   who   we   were,   to   deny   our   
worldly   desires,   to   deny   anything   that   would   affect   our   relationship   with   the   Lord.   Then,   from   a   position   
of   surrendering   to   Him,   we   want   to   follow   Him   while   carrying   our   cross.   Meaning,   we   want   to   be   
surrendered   in   such   a   way   that   wherever   He   calls   we   would   go.   In   whatever   way   He   prompts   us,   we   
would   respond.   That   when   we   are   faced   with   temptation,   we   would   learn   to   choose   His   way   instead   of   giving   in   to   our   desires.   Not   
because   we   are   trying   to   be   “good,”   but   because   we   want   to   honor   Him,   as   sanctified   (Process   of   becoming   holy)   people.   Our   
calling   in   this   life   is   so   much   bigger   and   greater   than   ourselves   and   we   want   students   to   walk   away   with   that   understanding.   That   the   
heart   of   prayer   in   all   of   us   would   approach   life   with   this   attitude,   “He   must   increase,   but   I   must   decrease”   John   3:30.   We   want   God   
to   move   in   a   mighty   way   this   year,   we   want   to   see   lives   changed,   we   want   to   see   people   coming   to   know   Him   and   getting   baptized,   
we   want   to   see   God   use   students   to   reach   other   people   for   the   sake   of   His   kingdom.   So,   we   will   start   this   year   with   humble   hearts,   
cry   out   to   God   and   pray   that   we   would   be   able   to   carry   our   cross   while   helping   others   pick   theirs   up   and   begin   their   journey   with   
God.     
  

Conversation   for   you   and   your   student(s):   
- How   much   time   have   you   prayed   for   your   1-3   verses   taken   action   in   reaching   them?     

o Taken   action   =   asked   to   pray   with   them,   gone   out   of   your   way   to   help   them   or   influence   them   somehow   
-   It   is   always   good   to   pray   and   we   should   always   pray   for   unbelievers.   But   at   what   point   do   you   need   to   start   directly   asking   

them   what   they   believe   and   asking   what   they   believe   about   Jesus?     
- Have   you   considered   making   a   goal   of   when   you   would   like   to   have   a   direct   conversation   with   them?     

  
  

Youth   Worship:   
This   week   we   will   be   doing   worship,   led   by   our   student   worship   team!   This   is   always   a   good   thing   as   they   
have   been   practicing   and   progressing.   Not   only   that   but   students   leading   students   in   worship   is   a   special   
thing   and   I   thank   God   for   the   ones   He   has   brought   to   lead   us   this   week.   This   does   mean   that   Jr.   High   will   
probably   be   done   on   time   but   Sr.   High   will   start   at   7:00   in   the   youth   room.     
    

  
  
  

Sincerely,   
Student   Ministry   Team   
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