
Youth   Group   March   22   
Jr.   High   6:00-7:30   (Gym   opens   at   5:45)     -     Sr.   High   7:00-8:45   

  
Hello   parents,     
We   are   so   grateful   for   the   ways   you   intentionally,   thoughtfully   invest   in   your   kids.   It   is   a   blessing   to   be   able   to   work   with   students   
who   have   parents   actively   involved   in   their   spiritual   maturation.   I   want   to   continue   to   remind   and   champion   you   to   talk   to   your   
student(s)   about   their   1-3   that   they   have   committed   to   prayer.   Remind   them   to   be   in   prayer,   pray   with   them,   and   help   them   to   
creatively   think   of   ways   to   reach   and   invest   in   those   that   God   has   laid   on   their   heart.   Help   them   to   know   that   you   have   their   back   
and   are   excited   for   the   possibility   of   God   doing   a   great   work   through   them.     
  

Our   message   this   week   will   be   a   little   different.   The   title   is   “Love   vs.   Lust”   and   our   goal   is   not   only   to   help   
students   differentiate   those   two   things   but   also   to   talk   about   pornography.   Pornography   is   running   rampant   in   
our   country   and   the   hard   news   is   that   all   of   our   students   are   affected   by   it.   Many   of   us   may   not   be   aware   but   
porn   has   moved   from   a   guy   issue   to   a   girl   issue   as   well.   Statistically   speaking   “75%   of   parents   felt   their   child   
would   not   have   seen   pornography   online,   but   of   those   children,   53%   said   they   had   in   fact   seen   pornography.”   
Especially   parents   of   girls   were   sure   their   daughters   would   not/have   not   intentionally   sought   out   porn,   “the  

majority   of   girls   interviewed   reported   they   had   actively   searched   for   pornography   at   some   stage.”   When   broken   down   by   age,   the   
study   showed   that   51%   of   11–13-year-olds,   66%   of   14–15-year-olds,   and   79%   of   16–17-year-olds   have   seen   porn.   These   numbers  
are   expected   to   be   slightly   lower   than   reality   because   of   the   nature   of   the   study.   62%   of   11–13-year-olds   claimed   their   viewing   was   
accidental.   Either   looking   up   a   word   they   didn’t   understand   or   opening   a   page   or   video   a   friend   sent   them.   However,   with   age   comes   
intentional   decisions   and   once   they   have   seen   it,   their   curiosity   or   other   factors   draw   them   back   for   more.   This   information   was   
collected   from   the   BBFC-Young-People-and-Pornography-Final-Report-January,   2020.   
  

I   personally   have   looked   at   pornography   statistics   on   an   almost   annual   basis,   I   have   had   hundreds   of   conversations   with   students   
and   parents   and   I   personally   would   attest   that   from   my   experience,   this   data   is   accurate.   It   is   unfortunate   that   there   are   so   many   
avenues   to   pornography,   it   is   more   unfortunate   how   many   walk   into   it   accidently.   Parents,   I   urge   you   to   be   intentional   about   the   
conversations   you   have   with   your   student(s)   regarding   porn   and   sex.   Many   of   us   want   to   leave   it   alone,   or   believe   that   our   student(s)   
are   not   old   enough   to   have   seen   it   yet.   Currently   the   average   students   have   been   exposed   to   pornography   between   7-10-years-old.   It   
may   feel   uncomfortable,   but   someone   is   going   to   teach   your   student(s)   about   porn   and   sex.   I   challenge   you   to   have   open   dialogue   
with   your   students.   If   you   are   not   sure   where   to   start,   I   encourage   you   to   sit   down   with   them   and   give   them   a   one-time   pass   (It   may   
take   them   a   couple   days   or   weeks).   That   they   can   share   whatever   they   have   experienced   or   seen   with   you   and   they   will   not   get   in   
trouble.   Remove   any   barriers   that   may   keep   them   from   talking   to   you.   It   is   more   important   for   openness   and   honesty   is   key   to   
actually   helping   them.   Be   sure   to   find   a   few   different   moments   when   you   can   offer   this   type   of   conversation.   It   always   helps   them   
open   up   if   you   share   something   first.   Let   them   know   you   are   not   perfect,   let   them   know   how   you   have   failed,   and   let   them   know   
how   to   be   open   and   honest.   They   need   your   ear,   they   need   your   advice,   they   need   your   wisdom,   and   they   need   your   spiritual   
leadership.     
  

Key   Topics:   
  

1. Love   is   selfless   –   Lust   is   selfish   in   every   way   
2. Shame   is   an   unnecessary   weight   we   carry   that   harms   our   self   image   
3. Guilt   is   an   appropriate   conviction   
4. Confession   will   lead   to   freedom   

Ways   to   move   forward:     
1. STEP   1:   Come   Clean.    First,   come   clean   with   God.   Be   honest   that   this   is   a   struggle   and   you   

don’t   like   it.   Admit   that   lust   is   driving   you   and   that   you   want   to   rediscover   His   love.     

2. STEP   2:   Get   help!    You   don’t   need   to   face   this   struggle   alone.   In   fact,   it   is   nearly   impossible   to   overcome   this   one   by   
yourself.   This   is   often   the   toughest   step,   because   it   involves   breaking   the   silence   and   putting   your   struggle   out   for   
someone   else   to   see.   You   don’t   need   to   share   with   the   entire   world,   but   it   will   help   you   to   share   it   with   someone   you   trust   

who   is   a   little   further   down   the   road   on   his   or   her   journey   with   Jesus.   
3. STEP   3:   Embrace   God’s   Grace.    You   will   not   find   freedom   and   victory   in   your   own   strength.   It   can   only   be   found   in   the   

death   and   resurrection   of   Jesus   (which,   by   the   way,   was   the   perfect   display   of   selfless   love).   He   is   also   going   to   be   your   

source   of   strength   to   get   through   this.   
4. STEP   4:   Set   Up   Boundaries.    You   need   evaluate   the   times   and   ways   you   have   been   most   susceptible   to   giving   into   the   

temptation   and   take   the   steps   to   have   accountabilities   in   place   or   maybe   consider   some   drastic   steps.   Remember   what   
that   video   said?   Your   brain   is   getting   rewired,   and   this   stuff   is   as   addicting   as   drugs!   

  



Some   questions   to   talk   with   your   student   heading   into   the   series   
1. What   is   the   difference   between   love   and   lust?   
2. On   what   levels   have   you   given   into   lust?   
3. What   do   you   think   are   some   wise   action   steps?     

  
Cereal   Night:   April   14    –   bring   your   favorite   box/bag   of   cereal   to   share   and   we   will   hang   out,   eat   cereal,   and   
have   a   good   time.   Don’t   settle   for   good   cereal,   bring   the   best   of   the   best   and   be   ready   to   make   a   defense   for   
why   it   is   the   best!   Since   it   is   going   to   be   such   a   great   night,   make   sure   to   invite   a   friend   to   come   enjoy   it   with   
you.   
  

Youth   Worship:    Next   scheduled   worship   night   coming   soon.   
  
    
  

  
We   want   to   encourage   all   students   and   parents   to   join   us   in   a   devotional   series   that   will   follow   our   current   area   of   
study   on   Wednesday   nights.   This   is   meant   to   help   students   continue   to   process   and   think   through   everything   they   
are   learning   and   even   take   it   to   a   deeper   level.   Our   hope   is   also   to   inspire   you   as   parents   as   it   will   be   a   great   
insight   to   what   your   students   are   learning   and   how   you   can   have   even   better   conversation   with   them.   So   we   
encourage   you   to   read   it   and   for   you   to   encourage   your   students   to   read   it!   May   you   grow   in   the   Lord   together!   
  
  Sincerely,   

Student   Ministry   Team   


