
Hello Parents, 

We have Sr. High Night Skiing on Saturday! We leave at 2:45 PM and return 11:00 PM. Cost is $20 for a lift ticket and an 
additional $10 if rentals are needed. I would also recommend bringing a snack or some money for supper. This was a great 
event last year and I look forward to it again this year. Please make sure to sign up so I know how many are coming. 

When we look at verses 12-14, we find that Jesus curses a fig tree and it withers. This is an example of divine judgement 
that is to fall on Jerusalem for the lack of faith in God specifically. As we study verses 20-26, we find Jesus saying “If 
anyone says to this mountain be lifted and thrown into the sea,” He is likely talking about the temple mount. The 
reasoning for this is because Jesus has already claimed to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days. Not only that, 

but He also just drove everyone out of the temple for taking advantage of people for money in the temple courts. The real 
issue among the people is that they are not worshiping God. Instead they are worshiping the temple, theological training 

and thought, as well as the money that is being made in the temple market place. All in all, the people in Jerusalem are worshiping 
everything but God. So, Jesus uses the fig tree as an example of how those without faith in God will not produce fruit. We see an 
example in Hosea 9:10, 15-17 of the judgement God will give to Israel for turning away from Him and worshiping Baal. Just as in 
Hosea, Jesus demonstrates a cursing that will allow them to wither and die instead of producing fruit as they were designed to do. 
How do we produce fruit? 1. “Have faith in God.” Jesus redirects us to keep our hearts focused on God. We all get distracted; we all 
seek worldly things at times. We fall short as our human nature draws us away from God and toward our own desire. But if we focus 
on God, seek God, and surrender the outcomes of this life to God, life will look different. Instead of withering and dying like the fig 
tree, we will grow and develop in our faith. We will have opportunity to produce fruit for the kingdom of God, participating in His 
supernatural work. If we have complete faith, we will be able to engage the miraculous. But in order for those petitions to be granted 
we must have the faith in God and forgive others. 2. For God will not forgive us if we do not forgive others. We often are hurt by other 
people, used and abused. We find it hard to forgive and even hang on to the ways we have been hurt by them as if it gives us control 
over them. We seem to think that if we forgive them, we are somehow letting them win. But Jesus says, if you want to win and be on 
God’s team, you need to forgive. Learning to forgive can be hard, but as our faith grows, as we see fruit produce, and we see the 
kingdom grow, forgiveness becomes a little easier and more natural. We begin to see the need for it and even learn to recognize there 
is nothing another person can do to affect us for eternity, only in this physical life. 

Here are some questions for you and your students: 

1. What is one thing you find yourself worshiping instead of God? 
a. Maybe not all the time; it might just be for a day or week at a time. 
b. Maybe when you’re not spending regular time with God, what is something you focus on more that you know 

you should?
2. How can we intentionally grow in our relationship with God? 
3. Do you struggle to forgive people? 

a. Can you name someone you know you need to forgive? 
b. Are you willing to commit to forgiving them? 

I pray for each of you as you have conversations with your students; that God would give you insight and wisdom and that He 
would be doing a special work in each of you! 
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