
Above All 
DIVE DEEPER 04-08-20 

Bible Story: Above All (Crucified and Risen) • John 18:12–20:23 (Supporting: John 16, 
Matthew 26) 

Bottom Line: Jesus put us first. 
Memory Verse: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 

value others above yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIV) 
Life App: Humility—Putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
1. Fast Pass 
 
What You Need: Markers, cardboard or cardstock or regular paper to cut out crosses 
 
What You Do: 

• Using cardboard or paper, cut out a cross about the 5x7 size. 

• Place the cross on a table but have your child standing next to the table.  

• Place a chair or designated spot at the end of your hall or a ways away from the table. 

• Explain that when you say, “GO,” your child is to run around the chair or designated 
spot. 

• When they get back to the table, have them think of 1 thing that they KNOW that Jesus 
forgave them for. That 1 thing was enough sin for him to die on the cross for them. When 
they think of that 1 thing, have them write their name on the cross. 

• After they write their name on the cross, have them run again and keep going until they 
cannot think of another thing.  

• The cross may have their name on it 1 time or 30 times.  

• Remind kids: 
o When Jesus died on the cross, He died for US by taking the punishment we all 

deserve for those sins. 
o The cross should have had our names on it, instead of His.  
o We celebrate Easter because Jesus took our place and died so that we would be 

forgiven, but then He rose from the dead to prove that death could not hold Him 
down. 

• Play another round of “Fast Pass,” but this time TURN THE CROSS OVER and have 
them think of 1 person that they can pray for that they know is not a Christian and that 
has not made Jesus the Lord and boss of their life.  

• Each time they pass the table have them write down a new name on the cross.  

• At the end, pray over those names.  
 
What You Say: 
“When you wrote your name on the cross, it was a reminder that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us 
first. He died in our place taking the punishment we deserve for our sin. But he didn’t stay on 
the cross or in the tomb. In three days, He came back to life. We do a lot of fun stuff on Easter 
but the most important thing to remember this Sunday is that God loved us and sent His Son to 
save us.” 
 
 



2. Tomb Echo 
 

What You Need: Bibles, paper tubes from toilet paper roll (if you have any 😊) OR paper towel 

roll OR you can make your own by rolling up a piece of paper.  
 
What You Do: 

• Ask your child to look up Philippians 2:3. Use the navigation tips from last week if they 
need help finding the verse. 

• Say the memory verse together—a few phrases at a time.  

• Remind them that when Jesus died, His body was placed in tomb or cave. 

• Ask if they’ve ever visited a cave. Obviously, as their parent you would probably know 
this. What does their voice sound like in a cave?  

• Give them a paper tube or make one real fast and let them take turns reciting (or 
reading) the memory verse by speaking through the tube to sound like they’re in a cave.  

• Challenge them to share ways they can live out Philippians 2:3 by being humble and 
giving up what they think they deserve and remind them that on Sunday as they 
celebrate Easter with their family and friends to be humble. 

 
What You Say: 
“Jesus was in the tomb for three days, but He didn’t stay there. Sunday we will celebrate that He 
came back to life. What do you think the voices of the people sounded like when they came into 
the tomb and found it EMPTY! (Pause and let your child demonstrate by speaking into their 
paper tubes.) If you had been there, what do you think you would have said? (Pause as they 
once again respond.)  We can echo our praise for Jesus’ power, love, victory, and HUMILITY 
because we know the whole story. We know that Jesus humbled Himself in order to do 
something that was absolutely impossible for any of us to do on our own. He endured the cross 
to pay for our sin and then conquered the grave by coming back to life. He made a way for us to 
reach God—something we could never do without His help. 
 
“What better way to show our gratitude to the One who rescued us than by following His 
example! Today and this coming Sunday is a perfect day for us to echo our own praises in 
celebration for all Jesus has done for us. When we do this, we echo His love to others. Let’s 
echo today’s Bottom Line together. [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first.” 
  
 

3. Prayer Together 

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we are so grateful that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first. We celebrate Jesus today 
and this coming Easter because we know that Jesus is alive. Thank you for the gift of a Savior 
who died in our place so that we could live forever with You in heaven. Amen.” 

 


