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The Scroll 

Greetings St. Luke Siblings in Christ, 
 

Blessed September to you. For many folks, this is a 

return-to-school time of year. Whether you are a teacher, 

student, or just seeing all the backpacks and notebooks when 

you’re doing your shopping, it is a season in which we are 

invited to open our minds, and rev up our energy for fall 

activities. 

From Psalm 119, we hear the psalmist expressing sincere 

desire to learn and understand, looking to God’s law: 
 

“33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to 

the end.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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“We are a Spirit driven Christian community  

of engaged disciples, called to serve, 

love and forgive. ” 
 

We are a 

Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation. 

Journeying Together 
From Pastor Heidi 



2 

 

 

Journeying Together (Cont’d.) 

34Give me understanding, that I 

may keep your law and observe 

it with my whole heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your 

commandments, for I delight in 

it.”  (Psalm 119:33-35, NRSV) 

 

Perhaps this September is a 

perfect time to accept God’s 

invitation into a deeper relationship with the Word of God, 

echoing the longing of the psalmist for a close relationship 

with God’s word, law, and wisdom. Through the mission 

outpost of St. Luke, there are many ways to engage that 

hunger for understanding and engaging with God’s Word. 

For you, this might mean more regular worship 

attendance, in person or online, wrestling with the sermon 

content and the readings for the week. 

Perhaps, for you, this means supporting our Confirmation 

program by teaching a lesson with my support, or attending 

the viewing of the Chosen series and engaging in conversation 

about Jesus and his life and ministry (both of these occur after 

worship on Sundays). 

Maybe you are a new or regular visitor at St. Luke, or have 

recently transferred your membership and would like to take 

part in the New Members’ class this 

fall, seeking opportunities for 

devotional reflections and 

conversation with other new folks in 

this worshiping community. 

The Word of God comes to us 

through the written scriptures, 

through preaching and 

proclamation, and through lived 

experience where God speaks to us 

as we engage in faithful living out in the world. 

May the Word of God dwell in us richly, helping us keep 

our minds and hearts focused on God for whatever this new 

season may bring. 
“171My lips will pour forth praise, because you 

teach me your statutes. 
172My tongue will sing of your promise, for all your 

commandments are right. 
175Let me live that I may praise you, and let your 

ordinances help me.”  (Psalm 119:171-172,175) 

 

Looking forward to engaging with you and God’s Word 

this September and into the Fall! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pr. Heidi Johnston  

(Continued from page 1) 

May the Word of God 

dwell in us richly, 

helping us keep our 

minds and hearts 

focused on God... 

 

Summer is 

ending and it is time 

to think of church 

activities starting in 

September through 

the Fall and the need 

for VOLUNTEERS. 

All of us have skills 

that would benefit St Luke! 

Consider volunteering for one of 

our five Ministries/Purpose teams: 

Evangelism, Fellowship, Lifelong 

Learning, Outreach and Worship or one 

of our Support teams: Communications, 

Facilities, Parish and People. 

The opportunities are endless! 

Assisting Ministers, Communion 

Deacons, Ushers, Acolytes, Technology 

Team, Gardening, etc. 

Let us know where you would like 

to serve by completing the yellow form 

or contacting the Church Office. 

Remember the Congregation 

Council meets the third Thursday of the 

month and provides an opportunity for 

church members comments/concerns. 

Hope to see you there. 

Shalom, 

Marty 

Acts 20:35  

From Our Council President  
By Marty Wood, Council President 
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CONCERT SERIES TO BEGIN! 
I am excited to announce a new concert series here at St. Luke!  

These will be free and open to the public.  A variety of musical 

styles are currently being planned.    

9/9—Kathleen & Kim ( 

10/14—Harvard Lane Clarinets (clarinets of all shapes and sizes 

 playing classical, pop, & rock!) 

11/11– A Veteran’s Day Concert (Thames River Big Band) 

12/9—Community Christmas Concert  

 Featuring Tono Dolce, LHS Carolers, JuBELLation and 

 Senior Choir and professional orchestra. 

Outreach 

 

Dear St. Luke, 
 

Greetings to 
you and to your 
entire family. As 
for me here I am 
doing fine. I am 
so happy for 
what is going on 
now here at 
school. I can see things are changing. New 
flowers and paves [sic] on the year. It’s not 
like the way it used to look way back. At 
school, the health workers came for 
vaccination and people who where [sic] 12 
years and above where [sic] the only ones 
allowed to be vaccinated. I and my friends, 
we got vaccinated and will be vaccinated 
after a month. People in the community get 
killed. 

Looking forward to hear [sic] from you 
soon. 

 

With love, Yours 
Olipa Banda 
 
* Olipa Banda is St. Luke’s Chikumbuso 

sponsor child. She would love to hear from 
some of you! You may write to her via email 
at sponsor@chikumbuso.org or send by mail 
to Chikumbuso Community School, PO Box 
321, Lusaka, Zambia. 

Chikumbuso—
Letter from Olipa 

Fall brings a beautiful panorama of 
colorful foliage, cool crisp weather, 
and a bountiful harvest. The days are 
invigorating and many people feel 
grateful to be alive at this time of the 
year. It is also a time to share the gift 
of life, by giving blood, at our Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Friday October 
7th. This special gift may turn out to be 
life-saving for a family member, friend, 
neighbor or even a complete stranger. 
One thing is certain; you will make a 
life affirming difference in someone’s 
life. 
 
According to the Red Cross, every two 
seconds someone in the U.S. needs 
blood and more that 44,000 blood 
donations are needed every single day. 
The need is constant and the 

contributions are 
essential in order 
to maintain a 
healthy and 
plentiful blood 
supply. The need 
for viable blood 
products is 
especially great 
at this time. 
 
The Red Cross 

tells us the number one reason people 
give for becoming a blood donor is, “I 
want to help people.” Here is an 
opportunity for you to help! There are 
three easy ways to sign up to become 
a donor. 1) Sign up at the Blood Drive 
table in the narthex following our 
worship services on Sept. 18, Sept. 25, 
and Oct. 2.) Make an appointment by 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS or 3) Sign-up 
online at www.redcross.org. You will 
find the volunteer sign-up list at the 
Blood Drive table in the narthex, along 
with information about giving blood. 

*Note:  The early 
appointments schedule quickly.  

The quickest ways to book 
your appointment is to sign-up online. 
 

Won’t you spare an hour of your 
time and join us in making a 
meaningful life-saving difference in the 
community? We also could use help 
with staffing the drive. We are pleased 
to serve homemade refreshments to 
show our gratitude to our faithful 
donors. Please sign up at the Blood 
Drive table to volunteer to staff the 
drive and or to donate sandwiches or 
desserts. We look forward to seeing 
you at our Blood Drive on Friday Oct. 
7th from 1:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

A Life Saving Gift 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

http://www.redcross.org/
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Outreach & Lifelong Learning 

 

Shaye Cohen 

Hebrew Bible 
Class 
By Mitch Robinson 

Christine Hayes 

The Hebrew Bible Class will 
resume on Monday, September 12 at 
7 pm via Zoom, facilitated by Mitch 
Robinson. Topics this year include: 
canon and prophecy; exegesis and 
Midrash; Shabbat and Sunday; 
temple, synagogue, church; the Oral 
Torah and the Logos; sin and 
righteousness; messiah and 
redemption. The lectures are given by 
Shaye Cohen of Harvard and Christine 
Hayes of Yale. There are no 
prerequisites and you may view any or 
all of the lectures. 

For more information please 
contact Mitch Robinson at 
mimarobinson@aol.com or (860) 440-
3477.  

Previous lectures are available at: 
St. Luke News and Events. 

Sunday October 16, 2022 
United Methodist Church 

Register from 12:30 - 1:00 p.m.  
 

Gathering We will be gathering at UMC, on Chapman Lane, stepping off 
as a large group at 1:00 p.m., as we have prior to Covid. 
However, should infection rates increase, we can utilize the 
small group socially distanced plans that were effective in 2020 
and 2021. Our 2021 walk was 71st out of 550 US walks raising 
over $20,000 to fight hunger. All funds need to be turned in 
before or at the walk. 

 
Why participate? Our mission is to bring awareness to local communities about 

the ongoing need to feed hungry people throughout the world. 
We raise funds for: direct feeding programs; clean water and 
hygiene projects; provide people with seeds, tools, animals, 
and training to help them to provide for their own needs. (75% 
goes overseas, 25% stays in SECT) The needs are greater than 
ever in 2022 due to: war, inflation, climate related fires, storms 
and massive flooding. In southeastern CT alone, 50% of adults 
and 60% of children are food insecure. For the first time, the 
large freezer at Gemma Moran was completely emptied and 
twice as much food was requested. 

 
How can I help? Become a walker and spread the word in your circle. Make a 

donation to a walker on line, in cash, or by check payable to 
CWS/CROP. Walker envelopes are available at Sunday services 
or in the church office (860 464-7897). Walker sign up 
www.crophungerwalk.org/galesferryct/Account/Register. 
Enter St Luke Lutheran church in the team box. Sponsor a 
walker online www.crophungerwalk.org/galesferryct. Join us in 
the fight to reduce hunger. 

 
Let’s step out and make a life changing difference together.  

34th CROP HUNGER WALK 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

mailto:mimarobinson@aol.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00152pUgCQJz9WrEtkcVBu5W0a9YgAwp9_-gAMRie1vHl339FF-aMI2YDVqyT7b9DFaag7Lq6dY8V4DhpmGtwBUUzXYnnUNZwQ_NCxu3mEZWb-Y9xHk3pS7vJQr_gVg2c7o3hS5NipmzCvSyQaWlOe9Q7qaeHhmErSl&c=crmBbIXptrAFCa4CGz6d-QEbm-xa3OWsLdZu2OCKMVmPxwJrKhnLqw==&ch=uUPl
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/gales
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Music Notes & News 
By Gina Williams, Director of Music & Worship Technology 

When you join the choir, you’re not just singing notes together,  

  you’re doing life and ministry together. 

Choir gives us the opportunity to be worship leaders 

Choir focuses on DOING rather than OBSERVING 

Choir allows praise with body, mind, spirit, and voice 

Choir is a gift that will last a lifetime 

 

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights, 7:00 to 8:30 pm beginning on August 30th.  Can’t 

commit to every week?  Talk to us!  Try us out.  I promise you lots of love and 

laughter.  We participate in worship twice a month on Sunday beginning Septem-

ber 18th at 9:30. See Gina or sign up outside the music room.  

Making music together is cheaper than therapy,  
healthier than drinking, 

and more fun than working out! 

What me, worried? Between Covid concerns, moving 

out of the area and other various reasons, we have lost 

a number of ringers. Handbells are accessible to all 

levels of  experience – even those with no prior musical 

experience for kindergarteners and older. It provides a 

fun way to work together, share fellowship,  and to 

contribute to our worship services. Rehearsals and 

ensembles are still being determined. If you are 

curious/interested please see Gina or sign up outside 

the music room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
 

Positions Open:  Bass, tenor, 

alto, soprano for Senior 

Choir. 

Physical Qualifications:  

Must be able to carry light 

musical notes part way 

across the sanctuary. 

Experience: Must have at 

some time sung, hummed, or 

whistled in tub, shower, or 

elsewhere.  All ageless 

people, high school age and 

beyond. 

Advanced Opportunity:  

Those demonstrating ability 

and courage may become 

soloist, or clap hands or beat 

drums, etc. 

Beginning Wages: 

Guaranteed satisfaction and 

joy in the Lord’s service. 

Fringe Benefits: Social 

security in the fellowship of 

other choir members. 

Retirement: Who retires from 

fun stuff??? 

If interested, join us in the 

sanctuary on Tuesday 

evenings at 7:00 p.m. WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY TEAM MEMBERS WANTED! 
Free training & mentoring. 
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New England Women of the ELCA 
12th Biennial Convention & Gathering 

 
Affordable Registration * Double Room * Meals * Workshops 
Full convention- 2 nights ~ $217 - $229 (non-voting attendee) 

 
Register now for our Convention/Gathering 

October 27 - 29, 2022 at Camp Calumet & Conference Center 

† Through Bible Study, workshops, a hands-on activity, nature, and more we will explore what's new and exciting things 
God has in store for each of us. 

 

† Some of the workshops being offered include: 
• Prayers by The Bishop Hazelwood, The Reverend Alissa Oleson, and The Reverend Dr. Kathleen Mills. 
• Short Story by Sunrise Forever, Inc., a Lutheran ministry supported by St. Matthew Trinity, Pawtucket, RI provid-

ing backpacks for schools in Liberia. Sunrise Forever, Inc. is the recipient of a Gift in Kind. We are collecting mate-
rial to fill school backpacks such as sharpened pencils, pens, composition notebooks, paper, erasers, glue, pencil 
sharpeners, sticky notes, crayons, markers, folders, straight edge rulers, and child craft scissors. 

• Global Storytelling coordinated by Ade Monareh. Panelists: Dr. Man-Hei Yip, Clare Gordon and others via Zoom 
and in person. 

• Theme Bible study ongoing throughout the weekend with Pastor Kathleen Mills. Bring your own Bible, use one at 
Calumet, or use your electronic device. 

• What’s Up in Chicago? with Elizabeth Burgess, our CWO President, Joy Michalicek’s representative. Get the 
most up to date information on Triennial 2023, Katie’s Fund Campaign and other happenings! 

 

† Dress for the weekend is casual with comfortable walking shoes if you wish to explore the beauty of Camp Calumet. 
The weather in late October can be unpredictable, dress in layers. 

 

† Food is always plentiful at Camp Calumet but if you wish to bring a small snack to share, you are invited to do so. Cof-
fee and tea is always available. If you have special dietary needs, please indicate that on the registration form. Note that 
all meals are served in the dining room in the Conference Center. 

 

Should you have questions, please feel free to contact Alice Carlson, NE/WELCA 7B president at alycarlson99@gmail.com. 
 

You can find more information here: https://www.newelca.org/twelfth-biennial-convention.html 
Register here: https://mcusercontent.com/a4107d477533801ac5561cf2a/files/8f667824-b22d-b6bc-95c7-
d3a6b4ef4279/2022NEWELCAConventionRegistration_final.pdf. 

Lifelong Learning 

 

mailto:alycarlson99@gmail.com
https://www.newelca.org/twelfth-biennial-convention.html
https://mcusercontent.com/a4107d477533801ac5561cf2a/files/8f667824-b22d-b6bc-95c7-d3a6b4ef4279/2022NEWELCAConventionRegistration_final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a4107d477533801ac5561cf2a/files/8f667824-b22d-b6bc-95c7-d3a6b4ef4279/2022NEWELCAConventionRegistration_final.pdf
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Report from Churchwide Assembly 
By Mitch Robinson 

From August 9-12, 2022, I was 
privileged to attend the Sixteenth 
Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in 
Columbus, OH. I was one of thirteen 
representatives of the New England Synod 
(ELCA) led by Bishop James Hazelwood. 
There were over 800 voting members 
from 65 synods and more than 8,900 
congregations serving on behalf of the 
more than 3.3 million baptized members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America in addition to visitors and support 
staff. The Churchwide Assembly is the 
highest legislative authority of the ELCA 
and empowered to 
deal with all 
matters necessary 
in pursuit of the 
purposes and 
functions of the 
church. It was a 
time marked by 
inspiring worship, 
fellowship and 
discussions about 
the Church’s shape and future. We heard 
reports from the Churchwide Leadership, 
with a focus on the changes taking place 
in the church. Speakers emphasized 
growing a more diverse church and ways 
the church has adapted to the COVID 
pandemic. There were sober moments. 
Following second plenary session, 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton issued an 
apology on behalf of the ELCA to Iglesia 
Luterana Santa María Peregrina following 
the abrupt removal of their pastor on the 
Feast of the Virgin of Guadalupe last year, 
along with a public commitment to be an 
anti-racist church. As I mentioned in my 
report from this year’s Synod Assembly, 
Bishop Hazelwood posted a message 
along with links to the documents relating 
to the controversy at https://
www.JamesHazelwood.net/blog. On the 
second day of the Assembly, there was a 
service of Holy Communion centered on 
Native voices as part of the 
implementation of the 2016 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly’s resolution to 
repudiate explicitly and clearly the 
European-derived doctrine of discovery. 

The Assembly considered numerous 
actions, but there are some I want to 
highlight in this report.  As with the 
Congregation’s Annual Meeting and the 
Synod Assembly two of the primary tasks 
of the Churchwide Assembly is to elect 
officers and to approve a budget. After 
five ballots, Imran Siddiqui, the Vice 
President of the Southeast Synod, was 
elected to serve as Vice President of the 
ELCA. 

The Churchwide Assembly considers a 

three year budget. St. Luke Lutheran 
Church supports the work of the larger 
church through its Mission Support grants 
to the New England Synod in addition to 
designated gifts to agencies such as ELCA 
World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster 
Relief. At its annual meeting in January 
2022, the Congregation of St. Luke 
Lutheran Church voted to give $27,662, or 
8% of its pledged offerings, in mission 
support to the New England Synod (ELCA).  
At the Synod Assembly in June 2022, the 
New England Synod approved a budget 
that included granting $776,000, or 48.5% 
of its receipts from Congregational 
mission support, to the ELCA. 

The proposed ELCA budget maintains 
the core ministry of the ELCA while taking 
a big step into innovation. It is one of 
several big steps toward the goal of 
engaging 1 million young and diverse 
people. Mission Support shared through 
synods continues to be the primary source 
of income in support of the ministry 

financed by current fund operations. 
While many congregations and synods 
have continued to share the same 
percentages in Mission Support and 
positive trends in giving per member have 
persisted, it has not been enough to offset 
the decline in members nor increased 
congregation expenses. This has resulted 
in an overall decline in Mission Support; 
an average annual decline of $850,000—
or 2%—for the churchwide organization 
based on the past five years. In the 
triennium budget, Mission Support as a 
percentage of total revenues is projected 
to decrease from an actual 60.2% in FY21 

and budgeted 
59.2% in FY22 to 
52.3% of total 
current 
operating 
income in FY25. 
Other sources of 
revenue for 
FY23 are 
estimated to 
total $29.7 

million. The reduction in Mission Support 
each year is  offset by growth in direct 
gifts, such as foundation grants. Direct 
gifts, which are usually for designated 
purposes, are projected to grow over the 
triennium from an actual of $8.0 million in 
FY21 to $10.7 million in FY23 and $11.8 
million in FY25. 

The ELCA Treasurer conducted a 
hearing prior to the Assembly, which 
facilitated consideration of the Budget 
Proposal. The Assembly approved a 2023 
current fund spending authorization of 
$68,814,000 and  a 2023 ELCA World 
Hunger spending authorization of 
$22,869,000. The Assembly approved a 
2024 current fund income proposal of 
$70,191,000 and a 2024 ELCA World 
Hunger income proposal of $22,930,000. 
The Assembly approved a 2025 current 
fund income proposal of $71,594,000 and 
a 2025 ELCA World Hunger income 
proposal of $22,960,000. 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8147
https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8147
https://www.JamesHazelwood.net/blog
https://www.JamesHazelwood.net/blog
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/10/elca-issues-declaration-to-american-indian-and-alaska-native-people/
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Minutes of the Aug. 18 Congregational Council Meeting, p. 1/2 
StThe meeting was called to order at 6:06 PM by Council President Marty Wood. Present were Leigh Sammons, Fawn DeMello, 
Pam Gray, John Perkins, Bill Kracke, Lee Eastbourne, and Liese Zitzkat. 
 
OPENING ACTIVITIES: 

• Fawn DeMello led devotions. 

• Future devotions: September-John Perkins, October-Pam Gray, November-Bill Kracke, December-Leigh Sammons. 

• The motion was made (Leigh Sammons) and seconded to approve the agenda. Marty Wood noted that no additions can be 
made to the agenda without the Pastor present. The motion passed unanimously. 

• The motion was made (Pam Gray) and seconded to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2022 Council meeting. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

• The motion was made (Fawn DeMello) and seconded to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2022 Council E-Vote. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Erica Aberle joined the meeting. 
 
CHURCH MEMBERS' COMMENTS/CONCERNS: 

• None. 
 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS: 

• Marty Wood explained that he was wearing a mask during the meeting because of recent COVID-19 exposure. He is 
asymptomatic. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT: 

• Please refer to the Treasurer's Report, Balance Sheet, and Detailed Fund Activity Report documents for June 2022; and the 
Treasurer's Report, Balance Sheet, and Consolidated Fund Activity Report documents for July 2022. 

• Fawn DeMello reported that, as of July 31, total offerings received are approximately $21,000 (9%) above the 
budgeted amount, and expenses are approximately $35,000 below the budgeted amount. Grins & Giggles' income 
exceeds the budgeted amount by approximately $500, and Grins & Giggles' expenses are over budget by almost 
$2400, partly because of salaries being paid out this summer. 

• Scrip cards have been physically inventoried, and all are accounted for. The balance in the account is $1581.26. The 
Executive Committee will discuss the pros and cons of continuing the program. Someone has volunteered to promote 
and market the program if it is continued. 

• Fawn DeMello reported that the Audit Team met last Sunday to review the 2021 audit. Al Nordquist completed the cash 
receipts portion. The response rate was 50%. There were not many findings. Corrine Stevens completed the payroll portion, 
and there were no significant findings. Dyann Baker completed the accounts payable/expenses portion, and there were 
some findings that will be discussed by the Executive Committee. Fawn hopes to have the audit findings ready to be 
approved at next month's Council meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

• Marty Wood reported that at the recent Executive Committee meeting, Pastor Heidi asked that her request for a vacation 
day on August 25, 2022 be presented to the Council. The motion was made (John Perkins) that the Council approve Pastor 
Heidi's vacation request for August 25, 2022. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

• Leigh Sammons reported that, following a search and interview process that involved multiple internal and external 
candidates, Jacque Loftus was hired to be St. Luke's Communication Coordinator. Her start date has not yet been 
determined but is expected to be within the next month. Lee Eastbourne will assist Jacque with the transition. The Council 
thanked Lee for his service as outgoing Communications Coordinator. 

• Leigh Sammons reviewed the St. Luke Gift Policy (Continuing Resolution 13.1), to which modifications were made by the 
Executive Committee. The Council discussed the policy and directed Leigh to make further revisions and bring it back to the 
Council for approval. 

• Marty Wood directed Council members and their committees to brainstorm ideas for Lifelong Learning topics/workshops/
series that would engage St. Luke members and the broader community. 
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• The mortgage elimination letter was reviewed. The wording in the third paragraph was changed to read: “to replenish the 
funds used to supplement our annual budget.” The following motion was made (Pam Gray) and seconded: That the 
drafted letter to the congregation to pay off the mortgage be sent to the congregation in two weeks' time. Following 
discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

• Marty Wood reported that the riding lawnmower was repaired for $1172 (less than the quoted cost) and will be back at 
St. Luke by the middle of next week. 

• Marty Wood led a discussion about converting some of the church's lawn to open meadow for pollinators, similar to the 
open meadow at St David's. Two St. Luke members, both master gardeners, have volunteered to seed and convert the 
lawn over a three-year period. The motion was made (Marty Wood) to undertake the review of establishing a pollinator 
meadow on the south side of the St. Luke property. Following discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  

• Marty Wood led a discussion about establishing an outdoor speaker system so everyone can hear the pastor's blessings 
during interment ceremonies. The motion was made (Leigh Sammons) to approve establishing an outdoor speaker 
system for the memorial garden and patio. It was clarified that existing equipment would be used; nothing would need to 
be purchased. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
PASTOR'S REPORT: 

• Please refer to separate Pastor's Report document. There were no additions to the report. 
 
PURPOSE TEAMS' REPORTS:   

• Evangelism: Please refer to separate Evangelism report. Pam Gray expressed appreciation for Brad Roe's work in 
coordinating St. Luke's participation in the upcoming New London Pride event. John Perkins offered to lend a 10x10 tent 
and 2-3 tables; the church would just need to provide chairs. It was noted that the church also has a tent and tables 
available. The certificate of insurance has been sent out. 

• Fellowship: John Perkins reported that the team met briefly in July and discussed Roger Hanson's memorial service. John 
donated a new coffee pot to St. Luke and proposes naming it the Roger Hanson Memorial Coffee Pot. Cathy Hanson 
expressed her support for the idea. The Council thanked John for his generosity in donating the coffee pot. The Council 
approved Louise Larson's request that a free will offering be collected at the Rally Day picnic on September 18. The 
offering will help offset the cost of the picnic. The Fellowship Team is providing the meat for the picnic, and there will be a 
signup sheet for other items. 

• Lifelong Learning: Erica Aberle reported that the next Kids Corner will be held this coming Sunday. “The Chosen” 
discussion will be facilitated by Ray and Penny Heller on August 28 and by Mary Robinson for the final three episodes. 
Mitch Robinson will resume the Hebrew Bible class on September 12. Rally Day will take place on September 18. There 
was discussion about holding an Autumn Festival from 10 AM to 2 PM on a Saturday in October. This festival would be 
held in conjunction with the “Socktober” sock collection, and the local community would be invited. Older youth could 
help run activities for the younger kids. Pam Gray (Evangelism Team) will help plan this event. 

• Outreach Ministry: Please refer to separate Outreach Ministry Report document. Bill Kracke reported that 65 Gods Work 
Our Hands yellow shirts were sold. Bill discussed the options for a meal packing event, and the Council explored 
alternatives. 

• Worship: Please refer to separate Director of Music and Worship Technology Report document. Gina Williams has 
developed a Second Friday music series that will take place at St. Luke on the second Friday of every month. The series will 
be advertised to the community by our new Communications Coordinator. The first performance, in September, will 
feature piano duets by Kathleen Bartkowski and Kim Lewis. 

 
SUPPORT TEAMS' REPORTS: 

• Communications: Please refer to separate Communications Report document. There were no additions to the report. The 
Council again thanked Lee Eastbourne for all of his work. 

• Facilities: Please refer to separate Facilities Report. There were no additions to the report. 

• Parish: Please refer to separate Church Office Report documents (June and July). There were no additions to the reports.  

• People: Please refer to separate People Support Report document. There were no additions to the report. 

• Future Council Topics (Executive Planning Committee): Establish a Strategic Planning Committee to develop short-range 
goals (1-3 years) – tabled for now. 

Minutes of the Aug. 18 Congregational Council Meeting, p. 2/2 
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Minutes of the August 18 Congregational Council Meeting 
 
The motion was made (Fawn DeMello) and seconded to accept all reports. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Erica Aberle made an additional announcement: The youth who attended this summer's Calumet trip would like to present their 
experiences to the congregation at a pasta dinner or Soup Sunday (date TBD), with a free will offering collected to raise money for 
the next ELCA Youth Gathering. 
 
The motion was made (John Perkins) and seconded to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM, followed by a closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Liese M. Zitzkat 
Recording Secretary 

We are happy to announce that 

Jacque Loftus has joined the St. Luke staff 

as our new Communications Coordinator. 

Many thanks to all of the candidates who 

applied. We also want to thank Lee 

Eastbourne for his time as 

Communications Coordinator. He did a 

great job of getting information out to the 

congregation and the wider community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and raised our impact on social media 

exponentially. His work will be missed, 

but we’ll still see him in church! 

Please welcome our new 

Communications Coordinator, Jacque 

Loftus! 

 

Hello St. Luke Family! My name is 

Jacque Loftus and I’m so excited to be 

your new communications coordinator. 

I’ve been coming to St. Luke now for just 

over six months with my three children. 

(Ages 10, 9 and 6) and although we’re a 

bit newer to the family, we are incredibly 

grateful for how welcoming everyone has 

been to us. I look forward to getting to 

know everyone even better with my new 

position.  

I have lived in Gales Ferry, CT for 8 

years with my husband, who is currently 

in the Navy. I have a history of being a 

part of multiple boards, some for the 

family readiness groups on my husband’s 

past boat, once at a past church, and 

currently with the Down Syndrome 

Association of Connecticut. I’m also a self-

published author.  

I’m eager to use my knowledge of 

writing, fundraising, marketing, graphic 

design, and social media networking to 

benefit St. Luke. Please feel open to 

introduce yourself to me, or come to me 

with any questions you may have! Thank 

you for extending your arms to my family 

and giving me a chance with this role.  

—Jacque Loftus  

New Communications Coordinator 

Jacque Loftus Sydney, Edmund, and John  
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Treasurer’s Report  
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* Total expenses are below the budget by $35, 320.84. 

* 
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Kids’ Page 

Answers: 1 - C, 2 - G, 3 - F, 4 - H, 5 - A, 6 - B, 7 - I, 8 - E, 9 - J, 10 - D 

 

Adam 

Eve 

Jesus 

Peter 

Noah 

Moses 

James 

Solomon 

Mary 

Romans 

Hebrews 

Eden 

Heaven 

Cyprus 

Baptism 

Cross 

Father 

Church 

Lord 

Christ 
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Pray for healing: 
  Jason’s brother 
  Marcelle 
  Ron Podigil 
  Lois & Dave  
  Mike Steele 
  Kimmie 
  Cheryl Sprague 
  Gary Sprague 
  Maitri Ersson 
  Chuck Johnson 
  Tate Campbell 
  Pat Roe 
  Melisa 
  Pauline Wanner 
  Deb and Andy Eld 
  Stephanie Gryken and baby 

Frankie 
  Joy Beale 
  Ann 
  Bryce 
  Teddy’s mother, Hilda 
  Lisa 
  Randy Stevens 
  Meghana 
  Sue Conley 
  Jonathan 
  Jen Cleary 
  Alexander Nicki 
  Dick Dagitz 
  Dennis 
  Betty Wood 

 
  Dave 
  Bob Chernansky 
  Link 
  Glenn Rupert 
  Fred Launer 
  Ethel Haugland 
  Stephanie Lucas 
  Gloria 
  Joe Mazur 
 

Pray for those who are 
grieving: 

and the families and friends of: 
  Mary Browning 
  Bob Swift 

 
Pray for active duty military: 
  York Robeson 
  Andy Sammons 
  Derek Raymond 
  Patrick Wimmermark 

 
Pray for homebound and their 
caregivers: 
  Jack Stevens 
  Lynn Tarozzi 
  Lynn Minichino 
  Ruth Going 

 

Pray for those with other 
concerns: 
  Emily and Frank 
  Joan 
  Sandy 
  Paul Roman 
  Saditha  
  Teddy and Aaron 
  Chikumbuso Project 

If you would like to add a 

prayer request to the 

Weekly, please complete 

the Prayer Request form 

on the reverse side of the 

yellow Connections form. 

Leave the form in the pew 

and the ushers will collect 

them and turn them in to 

the church office. You can 

also add a prayer request 

by calling the office at 860

-464-7897. 

One significant action was that the 
Assembly directed the Church Council to 
establish a Commission for a Renewed 
Lutheran Church comprised of leaders of 
diverse representation from all three 
expressions (Churchwide, Synod, 
Congregation) that shall reconsider the 
statements of purpose for each of the 
expressions of this church, its 
organizational structure, and all matters 
pertaining thereunto, being particularly 
attentive to our shared commitment to 

dismantle racism, and will present its 
findings and recommendations to the 
2025 Churchwide Assembly in preparation 
for a possible reconstituting convention to 
be called under the rules for a special 
meeting of the Churchwide Assembly. It 
was emphasized that this was not a 
decision to have a reconstituting 
convention and that decision would be 
made by a subsequent Churchwide 
Assembly. 

I will be providing additional 

information in upcoming Newsletters, but 

feel free to contact me at (860) 961-5713 

if you have any questions. The plenary 

sessions, worship services and related 

videos are available on YouTube at the 

ELCA Churchwide 2022 channel. The next 

Churchwide Assembly will be in Phoenix, 

AZ in 2025 and I encourage anyone 

interested in the work of the church to 

consider attending.  

(Continued from page 7) 

Report from Churchwide Assembly (cont’d.) 
By Mitch Robinson 
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9/1 

 Richard Tarozzi 

9/2 

 Reagan Aberle 

 Gail Chernansky 

9/4 

 Eric August 

9/5 

 Emmeline Eastbourne 

 Lynn Tarozzi 

9/7 

 Crystal Dame 

9/8 

 Gina Williams 

9/9 

 Kathleen Swope 

9/10 

 Felix Vajdos 

9/11 

 Nikolas Vajdos 

9/12 

 Alexander Graul 

 Jeanette Lang 

9/13 

 Karen Wuesthoff 

9/17 

 David Taylor 

9/18 

 Joan Davis 

9/20 

 Andrew August 

9/21 

 Phyllis Turner 

9/22 

 Ainslee Moorehead 

9/25 

 Cathy Hanson 

 Janeese Watson 

 Kurt Balinski 

 Samantha Ewing 

9/28 

 Rose Marie Brasel 

9/29 

 Gina Donovan 

 Ray Heller 

 

9/?? 

 Ethel Haugland 

 Michael Johnson 

 Marty Wood 

9/4 

 Gail Chernansky 

9/6 

 Georgia Reay 

9/7 

 Crystal Dame 

 Norman Owsley 

9/9 

 Logan Dame 

9/11 

 Kristen Smart 

9/12 

 Sara Cox 

 Mike Wuesthoff 

9/14 

 Paul Lang 

 Molly Lang 

9/15 

 Felix Vajdos 

9/18 

 Gina Williams 

 Alexander Nicki 

9/20 

 Judith Owsley 

9/21 

 Madeline Horkey 

 Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

9/22 

 Janis Vajdos 

9/26 

 Quinn Aleshire 

9/29 

 Mitzi Meyer 

Did we miss your celebration?  

Please call the church office, 

860-464-7897, or e-mail 

Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we 

can be sure to honor your 

special day! 

  

September Celebrations 

9/5 

 Carol & Rudy Croteau (35 

9/8 

 Lee and Jen Eastbourne (15) 

9/20 

 Dick & Sandy Wimmermark (42) 

9/23 

 Chad & Heather Frost (22) 

9/25 

 Donald & Mona Savage (46) 

9/27 

 Andrew & Deborah Eld (25) 

9/28 

 Michael & Katie Johnson (20) 

9/30 

 Ray & Penny Heller (44) 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the Scroll is the third Monday 

of each month. Articles may be submitted as 

hard-copy or via e-mail to 

Kathleen@stlukegf.org. 

Scroll Deadline 
Thank you!  
To John Perkins who donated the re-

placement Bunn coffee maker in the 

kitchen. The Fellowship Team, communi-

ty groups, staff and the membership of 

St. Luke truly appreciate it! 
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Church Calendar of Events 
September 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

 

5:00 PM 

 Trans Support Group 

 

2 3 

 
10:00 AM 

 OA 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

4 

 

9:30 AM 
 In person and  

 On-line Worship 

11:00 AM 
 The Chosen viewing 

2:45 PM  
 New London Meal 

  Center 

 

5 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 Hebrew Bible Study 

 Thames River Big 

Band 

 

Office Closed  

In observance of 

Labor Day 

6 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

9:00 AM 
 Bells of Fire 

11:00 AM 
 Picnic in the Park 

12:15 AM 
 KIDSTEP 

8 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 

 

Gina Williams’, 

Director of Music & 

Worship Technology, 

Birthday 

9 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

 

7:00 PM  

 Second Fridays 

Concert — K&K 

Duets 

10 
 

10:00 AM 

 OA 

10:30 AM 

 Women’s Group 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

11  

 

9:30 AM 
 In person and  

 On-line Worship 

11:00 AM 
 The Chosen viewing 

12 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Hebrew Bible Class 

7:00 PM 
 Thames River 

 Big Band 

7:00 PM 
 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

13 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Executive Planning 

Team  

14 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

9:00 AM 
 Bells of Fire 

11:00 AM 
 Picnic in the Park 

12:15 AM 
 KIDSTEP 

15 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Congregational  

  Council 

16 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

17 

 
10:00 AM 

 OA 

7:00 PM 
 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

18 Rally Sunday 

 

9:30 AM 
 In person and  

 On-line Worship 

11:00 AM 
 The Chosen viewing 

19 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Hebrew Bible Class 

7:00 PM 
 Thames River 

 Big Band 

7:00 PM 
 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

20 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

12:00 PM 
 Staff Meeting 

21 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

9:00 AM 
 Bells of Fire 

11:00 AM 
 Picnic in the Park 

 

22 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

23 

 
9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

24 

 
10:00 AM 

 OA 

10:30 AM 

 Women’s Group 

7:00 PM 
 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

 

25 

 

9:30 AM 
 In person and  

 On-line Worship 

26 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 
 Hebrew Bible Class 

 Thames River Big 

Band 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

27 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

28 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

9:00 AM 
 Bells of Fire 

11:00 AM 
 Picnic in the Park 

 

29 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

30 

 

9:00 AM 
 Grins & Giggles 

 

Pastor Heidi—Vacation 

Music Rehearsals: 

 Mon., 1:00 — The Belles (beginning 9/13) 

 4:45 PM — Glory Ringers (beginning 9/13) 

 5:45 PM — Joyful Noise (beginning 9/13) 

 Tues., 7:00 PM — Senior Choir 

 Wed., 5:00 PM — Concert Handbells 

 7:00 PM — JuBELLation 
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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

A Spirit Driven Christian 

Community of Engaged 

Disciples, Called to Serve, 

Love and Forgive. 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-617-9343 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday— Wednesday 

8 am to 2 pm 

Thursday 

8 am to 12 pm 

Friday 

CLOSED 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Heidi Johnston 

pastorheidi@stlukegf.org 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 
 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music and 

Worship Technology 
 

Diane Hansen 

dianeh@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 
 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist/Accompanist 

 

Jacque Loftus 

jacque@stlukegf.org 

Communications Coordinator 

(as of 9/1/2022 
 

Melissa Spery 

Custodian 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Marty Wood 

martyengrew@gmail.com  

President 
 

Leigh Sammons 

l.e.sammons@gmail.com  

Vice-President 
 

Fawn DeMello 

fdemello@comcast.net 

Treasurer 

 

Please inform the Church 
Office of any address, 
telephone number, or email 
changes.  Email changes to 
Kathleen, 
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call 
860-464-7897. 

Schedule to Serve 

September 4 

Cooks: 

Cathy Hanson 

Denise LaForge 

Ray & Penny Heller 

 

Servers: 

Diane Hansen 

Mike & Karen Wuesthoff 

Mark & Jennifer Raymond 

mailto:martyengrew@gmail.com
mailto:l.e.sammons@gmail.com
mailto:fdemello@comcast.net

