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The Scroll 

September Outdoor Worship 
From Pastor Sarah 
 

5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
   O God of our salvation; 

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
   and of the farthest seas.  

6 By your* strength you established the mountains; 
   you are girded with might.  

7 You silence the roaring of the seas, 
   the roaring of their waves, 

   the tumult of the peoples.  
8 Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.  
9 You visit the earth and water it, 

   you greatly enrich it; 
(Continued on page 2) 
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September Outdoor Worship (Cont’d.) 

the river of God is full of water; 
   you provide the people with grain, 

   for so you have prepared it.  
10 You water its furrows abundantly, 

   settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
   and blessing its growth.  

11 You crown the year with your bounty; 
   your wagon tracks overflow with richness.  
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

   the hills gird themselves with joy,  
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

   the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
   they shout and sing together for joy. 

Psalm 65:5-13 
 

We’re back! After months of worshipping God by 
gathering online from the comfort of our own homes, we are 
now also gathering for worship outside. It is good to be able to 
worship in this new way. (And good to still offer online 
worship for all who need to worship online.)  

We started our program on Wednesday nights, wanting to 
start with a smaller group and work out any hiccups. Things 
are going smoothly, and our worship leadership believes we 
are ready for primetime. Starting in September, we will also 
offer worship on Sunday mornings! We will begin Sunday 
morning worship on September 6th, the first Sunday of 
September.  

Our September worship schedule includes both Sunday 

mornings and Wednesday evenings with Sunday mornings 
gathering at 9:30 am and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Having 
multiple options for worship will keep the overall gathering 
size smaller. It will also give us two weekly opportunities for 
worship, in case one of the services is rained out. As an added 
bonus, we will hear music from two different, gifted musicians. 
Jake Troy will lead us on Wednesdays and Kathleen Bartkowski 
will lead us on Sundays. Thank you to Mitch Robinson who led 
our Wednesday services during their testing phase!  

Worshipping outside has its challenges. For one, it’s 
weather-dependent. Heavy rain is now enough of a weather 
event to cancel worship. It’s also a little loud with Route 12 in 
the background, though are sound system has been able to 
handle it. It can be hot, so bring sunscreen and a hat.  

There are also wonderful benefits to worshiping outside. 
We are able to worship in a way that prioritizes safety. We are 
gifted with a huge parking lot, which permits more than 
enough room to spread out at 6 feet apart between 
households. The nice flat space allows people of different 
physical abilities to access the worship area. Our worship is 
visible to people driving by- talk about an evangelism 
opportunity. It also feels good to worship God outdoors! We 
are surrounded by blue skies and trees. We hear birds and 
critters join our songs of praise.  

We will continue to work on a reopening open that 
prioritizes safety when we do move inside the building. For 
now, for the month of September at the very least, lets 
embrace the moderate weather and worship outdoors while 
we can! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor Danny’s Retirement Celebrations 
By Kathleen Bartkowski 

Pastor Danny, Maria, and Riley 

On Sunday, July 19, we said our final goodbyes to Pastor 

Danny Hammons. For two hours, there was a continuous stream 

of cars with folks coming to wish him retirement 

congratulations. It was a wonderful day of celebration! 

As cars arrived, they were greeted and given a blank card 

and marker to write a short note to Pastor Danny. There was a 

spot designated for cars to pull over and write the note. Then 

they proceeded around the parking lot and stopped in front of 

the Sanctuary doors where Pastor Danny, his wife, Maria, and 

his dog, Riley were seated like royalty under a canopy. People 

were able to wave and shout goodbye from their cars. Some cars 

were cheerily decorated or featured handmade signs of 

congratulation and thanks.  

After seeing Pastor Danny and his family, cars continued 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Business of the Church 

It is in God’s Nature to challenge 
our expectations.  This month, after 
saying farewell to Pastor Hammons, 
our expectations were challenged by 

the resignation of Pastor Sarah Barnes to accept the call to 
serve as co-pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Holden, 
MA.  I felt like Moses’ father-in-law Jethro when he found 
out that his son-in-law had been called by God to deliver the 
Israelites from slavery.  His initial response was not recorded, 
but like any father-in-law, I suspect probably said, “why you?  
What’s going to become of my daughter and grandson? I let 
you into the family business, and I was planning to make you 
a partner.  Now you’re leaving us with sheep and no 
shepherd.”  However, when Moses returned from Egypt, 
Exodus records that “Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the 
LORD had done to Israel, in delivering them from the 
Egyptians” (Ex 18:9).  During the coming weeks, we will begin 
to say good-bye to Pastor Sarah, but our sadness is tempered 
by the joy in our having known her, Burton and Madeline 
and we rejoice in the knowledge of the service that she will 
give to the church of Christ in her new call.  At the same time 
there will be some adjustments to our call process.  On 
September 3, the Council, the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) 
Team and Call Committee will be meeting with Mark Winzler, 
Associate to the Bishop for Mobility, to discuss the way 
forward with the Call Process and the plans for interim 
coverage. 

It is in God’s Nature to challenge our expectations.  In his 
report, Bishop Hazelwood noted that “One of the most 
frequently used phrases in both face-to-face interviews as 
well as written surveys was ‘used to.’”  This led him to ask 
whether St. Luke is a congregation rooted in nostalgia.  The 
comfort in nostalgia is its predictability, but therein lies the 
danger.  Every human institution must continually address 
the existential question, “Why Are We Here?”  The answer 
cannot be found in the past. The past does not challenge our 
expectations, but the future surely will.  On June 27, Pope 
Francis approved an instruction on parish governance 
entitled, "The pastoral conversion of the Parish community 
in the service of the evangelizing mission of the Church."  It 
contained an interesting statement that applies to many 
Christian churches,  "With the Parish no longer being the 
primary gathering and social center, as in former days, it is 
thus necessary to find new forms of accompaniment and 
closeness," it states. "A task of this kind ought not to be seen 
as a burden, but rather as a challenge to be embraced with 

enthusiasm."  The changes to our worship, education and 
fellowship practices necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic 
have highlighted this need to find new forms of 
“accompaniment and closeness.”  The Forward Leadership 
Team, several of whom have volunteered to serve on the 
team writing our MSP have been working on this question 
for many months, and their experience is enriching the MSP.  
The MSP Team and the Call Committee are taking time from 
their busy schedules to do this work on our behalf, but they 
cannot embrace this challenge without enthusiasm on our 
behalf.  We all must embrace this challenge with enthusiasm.  
It is in God’s Nature to challenge our expectations, but it is 
also in God’s nature to equip us to meet those challenges if 
we are willing to listen.  

Council Notes 
By Mitch Robinson, Council President 
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Minutes of the August 6 Congregational Council Meeting 
*Editor’s Note: There is a binder on the wall outside the work room (the room with the copier in it) that holds a year’s worth of 
Council reports from staff and St Luke teams, as well as minutes from Council meetings, for congregants to peruse. However, since 
the building is currently closed and those reports are not accessible, we are including the May Treasurer’s Report (see pages 8-9) 
and the minutes from the May Council meeting to help keep all informed. 
 
Present via Zoom: Pastor Sarah Barnes, Mitch Robinson, Sue Anderson, Robert Nelson, John Felty,  Tom Nolan, Fawn DeMello, 
Brad Dame, Gina Williams, Nancy Rupert, Bill Kracke, Charlie Rogoff, Pat Robbins, Pam Gray, and Liese Zitzkat 
 

OPENING ACTIVITIES: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Council President Mitch Robinson. 
 

Pastor Sarah Barnes led the opening prayer. 
The motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2020 Council meeting. 

 

INTERIM REPORTS: 
Pastor Sarah and other Synod pastors met with the Bishop today. Many, but not all, congregations are starting to worship 

outdoors. Two Vermont congregations are planning to return to in-person worship soon. Care teams/phone trees were 
discussed in that meeting, and one suggestion was to provide “prompts” to guide discussion during the phone calls. 
Three topics that were highlighted in the meeting were “distributed leadership, a digital platform, and serving the 
neighborhood.” 

Gina Williams' request to consider buying equipment to support online worship is a topic to be discussed. 
 

Bill Kracke (Outreach) reported that Pastor Danny's food drive generated 500-600 pounds of food, which was distrubuted 
to four local food pantries. Money was also donated, and Kathleen will include the amount in the next newsletter.  

Mitch reported that the transition timeline was sent to congregation members via email (and snail mail for the 83 
members that do not have email). Those with call lists should make contact to ensure that members received the 
emails; they might have to check their spam folders. Note: Mark Winzler verified that email is an acceptable way to 
send out the information. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Discussion of elements of the reopening plan presented by the Reopening Strategic Planning Team: 

 

Offices – Gina Williams has been tracking those who have been inside the building. Any staff member can check people in 
and out. A staff member must be in the building in order for others to enter, so that people can be properly checked in/
out. Signs have been posted to remind people to check in/out and to instruct people not to enter if they are experiencing 
common Covid symptoms. In order to minimize the amount of cleaning that needs to be done, only the two one-seat 
bathrooms will be in use. The main bathrooms will be shut down, and signs will be posted. The motion was made, 
seconded, and passed to reopen the offices in accordance with the guidelines. 

Outdoor Worship, to include access to restroom – It is hoped that outdoor worship can be commenced next week with 
midweek (Wednesday) worship. 

The motion was made and seconded to accept the guidelines for outdoor worship. A question was asked about the reason 
for starting with midweek (Wednesday) worship. Pastor Sarah responded that starting with a smaller group will allow for 
information to be gathered and changes to be made before moving on to Sunday worship with a larger group (especially 
when people tend to have more expectations about what Sunday worship should look like). The initial plan is for the 
midweek service to take place in the parking lot, as it is the flattest, largest, most accessible space. There should be 
ample space for parking and holding the service. The comment was made that if attendance is poor at a midweek 
service, we should not assume a Sunday worship service would be poorly attended. Pastor Sarah will send out a Constant 
Contact email invitation requesting RSVPs for the first Wednesday service. Pre-registration will be encouraged, but not 
required, for outdoor services, and attendance will be taken by a greeter. If attendees have not pre-registered, their 
names can easily be added to the attendance list by the greeter. Markers denoting 6-foot distances will be laid out. A 
road sign can be put out to advertise the second Wednesday service (but not the first, as the first will be a “test drive”). 
Pastor Sarah will ask people to serve as greeters/ushers for the first midweek service. Lectors will be needed. It was 
suggested that the word “shepherd” could be used for the greeters/ushers at these services, as the duties will be 
different than the duties of traditional greeters/ushers. A question was asked about the reason for prohibiting singing 
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outdoors, and Bob Nelson responded that singing without a mask brings increased risk of projecting the virus. Pastor Sarah 
noted that the current outdoor worship plan has worship leaders singing, but from a distance. With regard to worshipers 
singing, starting with stricter guidelines and later relaxing them is easier than initially allowing singing and later having to 
add restrictions. Pastor Sarah commented that there is debate among pastors with regard to the singing issue, and some 
are allowing worshipers to sing very quietly with masks on. The comment was made that at a recent service at Lady of 
Lourdes, worshipers wore masks while singing and could barely be heard. The topic of Communion was discussed; 
Communion will not be served at this time. The question was called. The motion passed to authorize outdoor worship with 
the stipulated guidelines. 

 

Grins & Giggles – The motion was made and seconded to accept the guidelines for Grins & Giggles. There was a question 
about which door is considered the “back door.” Nancy Rupert clarified that the “back door” refers to the building's south 
entrance, and the document will be amended to refer to the door as the “south door.” Social distancing was discussed; it 
will not always be possible with that age group but will be followed during periods such as snack time. The classroom doors 
will be closed. There is no HVAC system for ventilation in the classroom as there is in the larger environment of the 
sanctuary, but classroom windows can be left open. Current enrollment is 8 children (Monday/Wednesday/Friday) and 6 
children (Tuesday/Thursday), and the maximum is 10. Nancy Rupert has shared the plan with parents, who can opt to 
withdraw their children if they are not comfortable with the plan. Nancy commented that masks are not required for this 
age group, but she may have the students wear them. Proper handwashing is always taught to students at the start of the 
school year. Nancy has reviewed the reopening plan with her staff. The plan is a living document and can be amended as 
needed. The question was called. The motion passed (with one vote against) to authorize the opening of Grins & Giggles 
according to the guidelines discussed. 

Building Use by Outside Groups – The motion was made and seconded to accept the proposed guidelines for building use by 
outside groups. Pastor Sarah clarified that only Fellowship Hall will be used. The kitchen will not be used, and eating/
drinking are prohibited. The motion was made, seconded, and passed to amend the traffic pattern such that people enter 
via the office door and exit via the door of Fellowship Hall closer to the parking lot. A question was asked about having a 
contract with outside groups that includes a liability release. Mitch pointed out that CR15, which governs facility use by 
outside groups, includes a release of liability statement, and Kathleen will ensure that outside groups sign it. A question 
was asked about prohibiting smoking outdoors, and it was determined that it is not necessary. A questions was asked 
about cleaning tables that are used. Bill, the Sexton, will be responsible for setting up chairs/tables, cleaning them after 
use, and putting them away. Only one group per day would be permitted to use the space, to fit Bill's schedule. The 
question was called. The motion passed to authorize building use by outside groups. 

Handbell Rehearsals and Worship Participation – The motion was made and seconded to accept use of the building by the 
handbell groups. There is plenty of space for social distancing. The handbells would record pieces for online worship and 
might play for Sunday worship services. The question was called. 

 

The motion passed to authorize use of the building by handbell groups. 
 

OLD BUSINESS (ON HOLD): 
Tabled: Motion to change term of officers and to stagger the election of officers. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion of extending staffing and salaries: At the May council meeting, the Council moved that St. Luke would continue to 

pay staff at regular salary rates through August 1. No action is currently required on the part of the Council, as the 
shutdown has concluded and staff are being paid normally, according to budget. Most staff members are currently 
performing their full job duties. Michelle and Margaret, the nursery attendants, do not currently have roles, and Mitch 
directed the Lifelong Learning team to examine their positions and find other roles for them. In addition, a role may be 
available for Jake Troy, the choir accompanist and vocal coach, to support midweek worship services. 

 

The regular Council meeting will take place on August 20. 
 

The Reopening Strategic Planning Team was thanked for their work. 
 

The motion was made, seconded, and passed to adjourn. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM, followed by a closing prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liese M. Zitzkat, Council Secretary  
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Present via Zoom: Pastor Sarah Barnes, Mitch Robinson, Fawn DeMello, Jennifer Gilletti, John Felty, Brad Dame, Bill 
Kracke, Charlie Rogoff, and Liese Zitzkat 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Council President Mitch Robinson. 

Pastor Sarah Barnes led an opening prayer. 

Pastor Sarah announced that she has accepted a call as co-pastor for Immanuel Lutheran Church in Holden, 
Massachusetts. Her last Sunday at St. Luke will be October 25, 2020. 

Mitch will schedule a meeting with Mark Winzler the first week of September to discuss plans moving forward. 

Council members expressed gratitude to Pastor Sarah for her four years of service to St. Luke and wished her well in 
her new call. 

The motion was made, seconded, and passed to adjourn. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM, followed by a closing prayer. Respectfully Submitted, 

Liese M. Zitzkat 
Council Secretary 

Minutes of the August 16 Congregational Council Meeting 



7 

7 

 

Present via Zoom: Pastor Sarah Barnes, Mitch Robinson, Fawn DeMello, Jennifer Gilletti, Pat Robbins, Pam Gray, John 
Felty, Brad Dame, Bill Kracke, Charlie Rogoff, Charlie Anderson, Sue Anderson, Gina Williams, Kathleen Bartkowski, 
and Liese Zitzkat 

 
OPENING ACTIVITIES: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Council President Mitch Robinson. 
Pat Robbins led devotions. 

The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2020 Council meeting. The motion 
passed. 

The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2020 Council meeting. The 
motion passed. 

Mitch Robinson moved to tender his resignation as Council President. The motion was not seconded. 
Therefore, no vote took place and the motion did not pass. 

A joint meeting with Mark Winzler and the Council, MSP Team, and Call Committee is scheduled for 
September 3, 2020 at 7:00 PM to discuss an interim appointment and way forward for the call 
process. 

 
PASTOR'S REPORT: 

Pastor Sarah recently used the Pastor's Discretionary and Good Samaritan Funds to assist Congregation 
members, and the balance in the Good Samaritan Fund is low. An appeal will be made for donations. 

The Wednesday services have been going well, and the goal is to add Sunday services in September. 
Plans are being made to add Communion soon. 

There were no other additions to the report. 
 
PARISH REPORT: 

There were no additions to the report. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 

Jennifer Gilletti presented the report. Overall, there is a profit, largely because of the PPP loan, which is 
expected to be 100% forgiven. Grace giving is down but is expected to increase now that in-person services 
are resuming. Expenses are down, with the exception of Grins & Giggles (G&G), but the G&G expenses are 
mostly covered by PPP loan funds. A plan should be made in the event that G&G needs to close again; 
refunding tuition in such a case would put staff salaries at risk. 

There will be a mechanism for tracking COVID-19 related expenses (e.g., personal protective equipment) 
MISSION SITE PROFILE REPORT: 

Pat Robbins presented the report. The team is on schedule and added one meeting to stay on schedule. 
Mark Winzler has instructed that no further actions be taken until the September 3 meeting with him. 

 
CALL COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Fawn DeMello presented the report. All of the questions have been compiled. There are 20-25 questions in four 
categories. Questions relate directly to the Ministry Site Profile. As directed by Mark Winzler, further 
actions are on hold until September 3. 

 
PURPOSE TEAM REPORTS: 

Worship: There are no additions to the Director of Music and Worship Technology report. 
Lifelong Learning: There has been no response to the Hebrew Bible course offering. Pam Gray presented a 

request for a book club led by Kelsey Keefe, featuring the book “Dear Church.” The book club would be 
opened up to the community, including the Emmaus community. Sunday School will be delayed. 
Confirmation families will be contacted to determine if they would like to postpone the public Affirmation 

Minutes of the August 20 Congregational Council Meeting 
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of Faith until social distancing restrictions are lifted and family celebrations can take place. The new nursery 
attendant has resigned. 

Evangelism: Pam Gray presented the report. A sign will be placed outside to advertise the Wednesday services. 
Pam proposed a “Hands to Love” autumn activity in which people would decorate mini-pumpkins and leave 
them for their neighbors. 

Outreach Ministry: Bill Kracke discussed an alternative to an “in house” meal packing event for God's Work, 
Our Hands Sunday (September 13, 2020). Fundraising would be needed. 

Fellowship Ministry: There was no report. 
 
SUPPORT TEAM REPORTS: 

People Support: There was no report. 
Facilities Support: Charlie Rogoff reported that New England Mechanical came in and looked at our systems. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Reopening Team: 
The motion was made and seconded to authorize a variation allowing the Red Cross to provide packaged 
food and drinks at the blood drive canteen. The motion passed. 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) will be using the building in accordance with Council- approved guidelines. 
Overflow will meet in the parking lot using the same guidelines as outdoor worship. The motion was 
made and seconded to waive the mask requirement for individuals with medical conditions attending AA 
meetings. Discussion: Church rules requiring masks should not be waived. Participants that cannot wear 
masks can join the “overflow” group meeting in the parking lot. All Council members were opposed, and 
the motion did not pass. 

There was a question about placement of the cigarette receptacle. It will be moved near the shed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The motion was made and seconded to accept Pastor Sarah Barnes' offer to serve until October 25, 2020, 
followed by vacation. The motion passed. The Council gratefully accepts that offer. 

Council members expressed their support for Council President Mitch Robinson and a desire to stand together as 
a congregation and approach the next months with positivity about what the Holy Spirit has in store for St. 
Luke. 

 
TABLED FROM PRIOR MEETING: 

On hold: Motion to change term of officers and to stagger the election of officers. 
 

The motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion passed. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 PM, followed by a closing prayer. Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Liese M. Zitzkat 
Council Secretary 
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St. Luke is sponsoring a Red Cross 
Blood Drive on Thursday, October 1, 
1:30—6:30 PM. We hope you will come 
to donate at this critical time. The 
American Red Cross has a constant and 
ongoing need for blood and platelet 
donations. There is no known end date 
in this fight against coronavirus, and the 
Red Cross needs the help of blood and 
platelet donors to meet the needs of 
patient care.  

Additionally, the Red Cross is 
testing all blood, platelet and plasma 
donations for COVID-19 antibodies. The 
Red Cross hopes testing will provide 
critical insight into whether donors may 
have possibly been exposed to this 
coronavirus, as some COVID-19 carriers 
can be asymptomatic. We are 
committed to helping others in 
meaningful ways during this pandemic. 

Donating blood products is essential 
to community health and the need for 
blood products is constant. The Red 
Cross follows the highest standards of 
safety and infection control, and 
volunteer donors are the only source of 
blood for those in need. As hospitals 
resume surgical procedures and patient 
treatments that were temporarily 
paused due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
donors are urged to give now to ensure 
blood products are readily available for 
patients. Make an appointment by 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS or sign up 
online at www.redcross.org.  

Mitch Robinson is offering to 
facilitate a class on the Hebrew Bible. It 
will consist of 2 parts. One is a basic 
overview of the Hebrew Bible and would 
use lectures by Shaye Cohen of Harvard 
and Christine Hayes of Yale. The second 
part is From the Hebrew Bible to 
Judaism, from the Old Testament to 
Christianity using lectures by Shaye 
Cohen. The second part surveys how the 
Hebrew Bible, through interpretation 

and re-interpretation, spawned two different cultural systems. Topics to be 
surveyed include canon and prophecy; exegesis and Midrash; Shabbat and 
Sunday; temple, synagogue, church; the Oral Torah and the Logos; sin and 
righteousness; messiah and redemption. 

We will be using distance learning technologies to present the class. Social 
distancing requirements notwithstanding, it will be helpful for those folks who 
want to take the class and do not want to drive to the church in the evening. The 
classes also will be offered to members of the other 
churches in Ledyard. The participants will be encouraged to 
acquire a Jewish Study Bible (Oxford University Press) since 
the classes are based on it. If funds can be made available, 
we hope to subsidize the books for those participants who 
cannot afford them.  The retail price for a new copy on 
Amazon is $33.35, although the e-book is $21.78. The 
lecture notes, supplemental readings, etc. will be provided 
through the St. Luke website.  The classes will meet weekly 
for approximately 1.5 hours. The lectures are about 50 
minutes and then 20-30 minutes for discussion. These are 
freshman level courses and presume no prior knowledge. 
While students are encouraged to hear all the lectures, 
they can be heard and understood individually if there is a 
topic of interest. 

The goals of the course are: 

 To acquire a basic knowledge of the Hebrew Bible based on Modern 
Bible Scholarship, including  

◦ The overall  and narrative arc of the Hebrew Bible. 

◦ The types of literature that comprise the Hebrew Bible. 

◦ The context in which the Hebrew Bible was created. 

◦ The process and challenges of Biblical interpretation. 

◦ The basis for the differing and evolving Jewish and Christian 

interpretations of the Biblical texts. 
We are tentatively planning to start on Monday, September 14. Please let Mitch 

know if you are interested so we can begin to make plans,  

mimarobinson@aol.com 

Blood Drive 

Hebrew Bible Class 
By Mitch Robinson 

Outreach & Lifelong Learning 

Shaye Cohen 

Christine Hayes 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html
http://www.redcross.org/
mailto:mimarobinson@aol.com
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Meet Our New Council Members 

Business of the Church 

Pam Gray 

Councilor and Liaison to Evangelism Team 
 

Pam lives in Ledyard and joined St. Luke in fall, 2018, transferring from St. David’s 
Episcopal. She has been active in Southeast Emmaus since weekend #2. She did not 
attend church during her early adult life, but eventually found her way to God in 2000. 
She was baptized and confirmed at St. David’s about 2004. Pam grew up in Groton and 
has lived in Southeast CT most of her life. She has a son who lives in Norwich with his 
family, and a daughter who lives in Ohio with her family. She is affectionately known 
as Pamma to her grandkids and her ‘family of the heart.’ Pam has worked for UConn 
Extension in 4-H Positive Youth Development for 24 years, in afterschool setting and 
currently as New London County 4-H Educational Outreach Coordinator. In addition to 
Emmaus and other church activities through the years, she is passionate about 
gardening, paper crafting, reading, decorating, and sparkly things. Pam and her 
husband of 7 years, Brian, love to travel in their RV named Matilda. 

Brad Dame 
Councilor and Liaison to Worship Team 
 
Brad was originally at St. Luke as a toddler and was baptized there in 1973. He 
returned as an adult in 2002 and has been a member ever since, along with his wife of 
over 20 years, Crystal, and his three children Jessica, Logan, and Nathaniel. All three 
children have been baptized, attended Sunday School, and played handbells at St. 
Luke. Brad has been a member of the Celebrate Team since 2003 and served as the 
Worship Team lead since 2005. This is his third stint on the council. Brad was born and 
grew up in Connecticut, moving back into the house he grew up in right before his first 
child was born. He earned his bachelor’s degree in business management from the 
University of Connecticut in 1991 and completed a Master’s degree program in 
cybersecurity through Western Governors University in 2019. He has supported the 
U.S Navy professionally most of his adult life, first as a contractor and then as a 
government employee. After working at the Naval Submarine School in Groton for 
over 21 years, he moved on to the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, RI, in 
2016, where he currently enjoys working with engineers and scientists in a 
cybersecurity specialist capacity. Along with being a cybersecurity advocate, Brad 
continues to enjoy following the Red Sox and Patriots along with his favorite music, 
ranging from rock and roll to contemporary Christian. He also enjoys traveling with his 
family and spending time hiking in town and state parks. 

Brad Dame, Councilor 
and Liaison to 
Worship Team 

Pam Gray, Councilor 
and Liaison to  

Evangelism Team 
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Kids’ Page 



15 

15 

Pray for healing: 
  Debbie 
  Chip Moran 
  Norine Brown 
  Nadine Shank 
  Harry Tobiassen 
  Brenda S. 
  Ewald Steinnagel 
  Frances 
  Pam Wolbert 
  Mark 
  Dennis 
  Laurie 
  Barry Shoop  
  Linda Shoop 
  Ron Davis  
  Terry Blair 
  Bill 
  Glenn Rupert 
  Carol Hurlbutt 
  Rayanne Lehman 
  Fred Launer 
  Hugh Busey 
  Herb Holmstedt 
  Ethel Haugland 
  Neb Smith 
  Stephanie Lucas 
  Charlotte 
  Sharon Kapner 

  Patty Rennegarbe 
  Jean Pierce 
  Linda and her son, Billy  
  Jim 
  Ron Podijil 
  Ken Plante 
  Jennifer & Pete Stred 
  Gloria  
  Joe Mazur  
  Lynn Minichino 
  Sara 

 
Pray for those who are 

grieving for: 
  Alex Hetzel 

 
Pray for deployed military: 
  Derek Raymond 
  Patrick Wimmermark 
  Abigail Simmons 

 
Pray for homebound: 
  Lynn Tarozzi 
  Lynn Minichino 
  Marnie Reubelt 
  Ruth Going 
  Dale Arnold 

 

Pray for those with other 
concerns: 
  essential and healthcare 

workers  
  Ryan, Nicole, Caleb  
  Saditha  
  Teddy and Aaron 
  Chikumbuso Project 

 

Prayer List 

If you would like to add a 

prayer request to the 

Weekly, please complete 

the Prayer Request form 

on the reverse side of the 

yellow Connections form. 

Leave the form in the pew 

and the ushers will collect 

them and turn them in to 

the church office. You can 

also add a prayer request 

by calling the office at 860

-464-7897. 

Pastor Danny’s Retirement Celebrations (cont’d.) 

around the lot and stopped at the next canopy by the 

Fellowship Hall to drop of non-perishable donations to the 

food pantry. Pastor Danny requested these donations in lieu of 

a gift. Since we were unable to have a fellowship gathering 

with food, the idea was to feed the community instead. Over 

__________ pounds of food and paper goods were donated. 

Once folks dropped of their donations they made one final 

stop to turn in 

their notes to PD 

and leave via the 

back.  

Earlier in the 

day, a team of 

volunteers set up 

and decorated. 

The event was 

led and coordinated by Leigh Sammons, with Bill Kracke 

heading up the food donations. Also on hand to help were Jim 

Sammons, Marty & Pat Wood, Mike & Karen Wuesthoff, 

Pastor Sarah, Gina Williams, and Kathleen Bartkowski. We set 

up the canopies, hung banners, and used chalk to indicated 

direction in the parking lot. Then we rotated through  the 

various stations throughout the event, and, when it was over, 

cleaned up. Later in the week, Bill coordinated the delivery of 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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9/1 

 Richard Tarozzi 

9/2 

 Reagan Aberle 

 Gail Chernansky 

9/4 

 Eric August 

9/5 

 Emmeline Eastbourne 

 Lynn Tarozzi 

9/7 

 Crystal Dame 

9/8 

 Gina Williams 

9/9 

 Kathleen Swope 

9/10 

 Felix Vajdos 

9/11 

 Nikolas Vajdos 

9/12 

 Alexander Graul 

 Jeanette Lang 

9/13 

 Karen Wuesthoff 

9/15 

 Ruth Chambers 

9/16 

 Jeff Guise 

9/17 

 David Taylor 

9/18 

 Joan Davis 

 Karen Tiede 

9/20 

 Andrew August 

9/21 

 Phyllis Turner 

9/22 

 Pastor Sarah Barnes 

 Ainslee Moorehead 

9/25 

 Cathy Hanson 

 Joshua Robeson 

 Janeese Watson 

 Kurt Balinski 

9/28 

 Rose Marie Brasel 

9/29 

 Gina Donovan 

 Ray Heller 

 

 

9/?? 

 Michael Johnson 

 Marty Wood 

9/4 

 Gail Chernansky 

9/6 

 Georgia Reay 

9/7 

 Crystal Dame 

 Norman Owsley 

9/9 

 Logan Dame 

9/11 

 Kristen Smart 

9/12 

 Sara Cox 

9/14 

 Paul Lang 

 Molly Lang 

9/15 

 Felix Vajdos 

9/18 

 Gina Williams 

 Alexander Nicki 

9/19 

 Ken Chambers 

9/20 

 Judith Owsley 

9/21 

 Madeline Horkey 

 Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

9/22 

 Janis Vajdos 

9/29 

 Mitzi Meyer 

Did we miss your celebration?  

Please call the church office, 

860-464-7897, or e-mail 

Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we 

can be sure to honor your 

special day! 

  

September Celebrations 

9/5 

 Carol & Rudy Croteau (33) 

9/20 

 Dick & Sandy Wimmermark (40) 

9/23 

 Chad & Heather Frost (20) 

9/25 

 Donald & Mona Savage (44) 

9/27 

 Andrew & Deborah Eld (23) 

9/28 

 Michael & Katie Johnson (18) 

9/30 

 Ray & Penny Heller (42) 

the donations to local  

food pantries. 

We also held a staff “luncheon” via Zoom to allow us to 

offer our own congratulations and to remember with fondness  

 

 

the past 6 years 

partnering in ministry 

with Pastor Danny. As a  

token of our 

appreciation, we 

presented him 

with a  

magnet and a 

pair of socks 

featuring Riley’s 

image. Kathleen did a special pastels portrait of Riley. 

Thank you to all who participated in the drive thru 

event. It was a lovely way to commemorate a good and 

faithful servant. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Bill Kracke stands in front of the items donated for the food pantry. 

Riley magnet & socks from 

the staff. 
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Church Calendar of Events 
July 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

12:30 PM 

 Belles & Beaux 

6:30 PM 

 Outdoor Worship 

7:15 PM 

 JuBELLation  

3 4 5 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

6 

 

9:30 AM 

 Outdoor Worship 

2:45 PM  

 New London Meal 

  Center 

 

Sexton Bill’s Birthday 

7 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

 

Office Closed  

In observance of 

Labor Day 

8 

 

7:00 PM 

 Executive Council  

  via Zoom 

 

 

 

Gina Williams’, 

Director of Music, 

Birthday 

9 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

12:30 PM 

 Belles & Beaux 

6:30 PM 

 Outdoor Worship 

7:15 PM 

 JuBELLation  

10 11 

 

12 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

13  

 

9:30 AM 

 Outdoor Worship 

14 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

15 16 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

12:30 PM 

 Belles & Beaux 

6:30 PM 

 Outdoor Worship 

7:15 PM 

 JuBELLation  

17 

 

7:00 PM 

 Congregational  

  Council via Zoom 

18 19 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

20 

 

9:30 AM 

 Outdoor Worship 

21 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

22 

 

Pastor Sarah’s 

Birthday 

23 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

12:30 PM 

 Belles & Beaux 

6:30 PM 

 Outdoor Worship 

7:15 PM 

 JuBELLation  

24 25 

 
26 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

 

27 

 

9:30 AM 

 Outdoor Worship 

28 

 

7:00 PM 

 Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

 

 

29 30 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

12:30 PM 

 Belles & Beaux 

6:30 PM 

 Outdoor Worship 

7:15 PM 

 JuBELLation  

   

ALL activities are 

subject to change. 

Please check your 

email, stlukegf.org, and 

the St. Luke Facebook 

page for updates. 

Attend meetings 

via Zoom. 



St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

A Spirit Driven Christian 

Community of Engaged 

Disciples, Called to Serve, 

Love and Forgive. 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Please call ahead 

860-464-7897 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Sarah Barnes 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 

Pastor 
 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music and  

Worship Technology 
 

Suzanne Wingrove 

suzanne@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 
 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist 
 

Bill Brentnall 

Sexton 

 

 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Mitch Robinson 

mimarobinson@aol.com 

President 
 

Fawn DeMello 

fdemello@comcast.net 

Vice-President 
 

Jen Gilletti 

gilletti.ri@netzero.net 

Treasurer 

 

Please inform the Church 
Office of any address, 
telephone number, or email 
changes.  Email changes to 
Kathleen, 
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call 
860-646-7897. 

Schedule to Serve 

September 6 
 

Norm & Judy Owsley  

Ray & PennyHeller 

 

October 4 
 

Amy & Dennis Sindel 

Ray & PennyHeller 

mailto:mimarobinson@aol.com
mailto:fdemello@comcast.net
mailto:gilletti.ri@netzero.net

