
 

The Scroll 

“Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered; 9 and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him,”  (Hebrews 5:8-9, NRSV) 

 

Greetings St. Luke Siblings, 

 

Recently in worship, we heard the above verses from the book of 

Hebrews. A commentator remarking on this text noted; “The good 

news is that it is not our obedience that frees us, but Christ’s obedience. Not our 

perfection, but God’s perfection.” (David Sherer, God Pause https://

www.luthersem.edu/godpause/2021/10/13/) 

I so appreciate this reminder that it is Christ’s obedience and perfection, and not 
(Continued on page 2) 
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The Scroll 

“We are a Spirit driven Christian community  

of engaged disciples, called to serve, 

love and forgive. ” 
 

We are a 

Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation. 

Pastor’s Note 
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ours, that reconciles us to God. It is 

Christ’s action that is most important, 

offering us grace to participate in the 

kingdom as best we can, with much 

grace along the way. 

Throughout this time of transition 

for myself and my family, I have set 

high expectations for myself, 

somewhat unconsciously. Motivated 

by a desire to achieve as seamless a 

transition as possible, I’ve tried to get 

all the boxes unpacked, read all the 

school communications,  keep up with 

the emails, and the homework, and the 

dinners, and the lunches, and the two 

cats (oh, the cats). 

We’ve had a few friends come to 

visit recently, and everyone remarks, 

with surprise, how 

“settled” we are. I 

shrug it off like it’s no 

big deal; like I haven’t 

busted my tail right 

up until the moment 

they were pulling into 

the driveway. 

On school 

mornings, determined my children will 

have a perfect transition to their new 

school, I’ve dashed back up the hill to 

the house, sprinting beyond my 

current physical aptitude, to make sure 

library books are returned on time and 

no one misses the bus. And yet, 

despite my rigorous efforts, I again, for 

the third time, was not at the bus stop 

when the bus arrived to drop my kids 

off from school. AAAAAAAH! 

The school called. Where was I? 

I was...operating under unrealistic 

expectations that I could cram a few 

more tasks in before heading down to 

the bus stop. I was unloading groceries, 

trying to figure out dinner, getting 

ready for bell choir, watching the bus 

app (yes there’s a bus app), and 

apparently missing the bus. I was 

devastated that my kids had to ride an 

additional 30 minutes on the bus, and 

mostly that I wasn’t there for them at 

the end of a long Monday. I literally 

cried that I made this mistake...again. 

Probably because I’m trying so hard to 

get “all the things” right, and do 

“everything” well, and then had the 

difficult realization that I am still 

human. 

I don’t think there’s anything 

wrong with wanting to do well, or 

trying hard. But, I have to ask myself 

how the perfection of Jesus creates 

freedom in my life. It creates freedom 

from unrealistic standards. It creates 

freedom to make mistakes, and instead 

of taking my frustration out on the bus 

driver, simply saying, “I’m sorry,” and 

“Thank you,” and 

moving on. 

How does Jesus’ 

sacrificial love, born 

out of obedience and 

divine perfection, 

give you freedom? 

Freedom from shame 

that your body can’t 

do what it used to? Freedom from 

anger over petty words and ruffled 

feathers? Freedom to let someone else 

take up the reigns? Freedom to put 

faith in the mix of “all the things” and 

rely on the Spirit when a ball is 

dropped? 

I share my moment of frustration 

at the bus stop with you to encourage 

your own introspection. I called my 

husband, and my mom, and my friend 

to air out my feelings, so that I might 

feel that grace of God alleviating my 

momentary weight. 

How do you experience that 

gracious, perfect love of God? Breathe 

in, reach out. 

May we rejoice that it is Christ’s 

perfection that saves us! 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 1) 

How do you 
experience that 

gracious, perfect 
love of God?  

Pastor’s Note (cont.d) 
 

Presidential 
Notes 
By Marty Wood, Council President 

Fall is when the tree leaves are the 

most colorful and oftentimes we make 

day trips to see New England’s fall 

foliage. What a wondrous sight! 

Your Council members, working 

with the Purpose and Support teams, 

are developing their Ministry 

Programs/Plans for 2022. The Purpose 

Teams are: Worship, Evangelism, 

Outreach Ministry, Lifelong Learning 

and Fellowship. There are also these 

Support Teams: Facilities, Financial, 

People Support, and Planning. If you 

are interested in serving on St Luke 

Congregation Council for 2022, helping 

with a Purpose or Support Team, or 

representing St. Luke at Synod 

assemblies, please let Mark Larson, 

Chair of the Nominating Committee, 

Pastor Heidi, or me know. We welcome 

your thoughts/input on St Luke 2022 

ministries. 

October 17 Worship attendance of 

117 was the most so far since returning 

to indoor services! Some of you have 

let St Luke leadership know if you like 

the single 9:30 AM Sunday morning 

worship service and every other 

Sunday Lifelong Learning 

opportunities. If you have an opinion 

as to continuing to offer a single 

Worship Service on Sundays, please let 

Pastor Heidi and me know. Your 

Council members will soon be deciding 

on Worship Service opportunities for 

the remainder of the year. 

Shalom, 

Marty 

John 15:16  
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 Give a Special Gift to the Community 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

It’s the season of the year to give a 
special gift that keeps on giving. If you 
have ninety minutes or so to spare, you 
can do just that by becoming a donor at 
our next Red Cross Blood Drive on 
Tuesday, December 9. This special gift 
may turn out to be life-saving for a 
family member, friend or neighbor. In 
the true spirit of Christmas, you may end 
up helping a complete stranger, a 
brother or sister in need. One thing is 
certain; you will make a real difference in 
someone’s life. 

There are some things you can do to 
make the most of your time and have a 
successful experience donating. 
Schedule a convenient appointment time 
on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, 
online at redcrossblood.org. or call 1-
800-RED CROSS. Within hours of your 
appointment, please visit 
redcrossblood.org/rapid pass to read 
materials. When you check-in and have 
completed the short survey, your time 
will be recorded on your name tag.  
Donors will be called in order of that 
time. It is likely that donors with early 
appointments will be processed more 
quickly than those with later 
appointments. There are 52 
appointment slots available. Although 
walk-ins must wait until all donors with 
appointments have given blood, there 
are opportunities for walk-ins due to 
fewer donors scheduling appointments. 
The best times for walk-ins to arrive are 
between 3:15 and 4:45 p.m. 

Meeting the requirements for 
adequate iron levels and passing the 
testing for infectious diseases can be a 
problem for potential donors. During the 
week before the drive, be sure to eat 
meals with iron rich foods, avoid fatty 
foods and alcoholic beverages and drink 
lots of water. Pick-up a helpful fact sheet 
at the blood drive table, get a good 
night’s sleep and drink an extra 16 
ounces of water to experience a 
successful donation. 

According to the Red Cross, every 
two seconds someone in the U.S. needs 
blood and more that 44,000 blood 
donations are needed every single day. 
The need is critical with many medical 
procedures delayed due to inadequate 
blood supplies. Contributions are 
essential in order to maintain a healthy 
and plentiful blood supply. The holidays 
bring a greater need than usual, due to 
increases in travel and corresponding 
increases in auto accidents, according to 
DMV statistics. 

The Red Cross tells us the number 
one reason people give for becoming a 
blood donor is, “I want to help people.” 
Here is an opportunity for you to help!  
Visit the Blood Drive table in the narthex 
following our worship services on Nov. 
14, 21, 28 and Dec. 5. If you can’t donate 
blood, volunteers are always needed to 
set-up, register donors, escort donors, 
replenish the snack tables and sanitize 
surfaces or clean-up after the blood 
drive. A volunteer sign-up list is also on 
the Blood Drive table in the narthex. 

Please join us in making a special life
-saving gift to the community at our 
Blood Drive on Thursday December 9th 
from 12:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. We 
encourage everyone who is able, 
especially healthy younger donors, to 
participate. Many of our older faithful 
donors are no longer able to donate 
blood. We look forward to welcoming 
you at our next blood drive. 

Outreach Ministry 

Worried about all the time that 
volunteer work takes? How about only 
2 or 3 times a year? 
 

This opportunity may fill the bill for 
some of you. 

The Ledyard Senior Center has asked 
us if we would be interested in 
sponsoring some noontime meals at the 
Senior Center on Wednesdays. Many of 
the churches in Ledyard and several 
service organizations are doing this 
already and there are still a few open 
dates for St. Luke to use if we have the 
volunteers. This effort would have us 
buy the food for the meal (main course, 
sides, bread, and dessert), prepare the 
meal at the Senior Center, and help 
package the meal for take out with 
limited cleanup afterwards. About 30 
seniors come to get meals, they are 
charged $7 for the meal and the money 
that is collected (about $200) is turned 
over to us to reimburse our volunteers 
for their expenses. Any collected money 
in excess of actual expenses would be 
used for other Outreach Ministry 
projects. We would need about 3 cooks 
for each meal; total time at the Senior 
Center would be about 3 hours for each 
meal. 

The down side is that this opportunity 
is for noon in the middle of a workweek. 
The upside is that it would be only two 
or three Wednesdays a YEAR! For those 
who can make that time on a few 
Wednesdays a year available, it could 
provide an expansion of our outreach to 
the local community and would benefit 
the Seniors in our community. And you 
could probably take advantage of your 
cooking and get a noon meal for free! If 
you might be interested or want more 
information, please contact Bill Kracke 
at church, or at either of these email 
addresses: bkracke49@gmail.com or 
outreach@stlukegf.org  

Easy Volunteer 
Opportunity 
By Bill Kracke 

mailto:bkracke49@gmail.com
mailto:outreach@stlukegf.org
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Outreach Ministry 
 

Celebrating the 33rd year of Gales Ferry Ledyard CROP Walks, thirty-one (31) St. Luke members and three beloved dogs 
stepped up to meet the challenge of addressing poverty with our partner churches in southeastern Connecticut. On October 
17, 2021, multi-generation family members, friends and newcomers gathered to share an enjoyable 33rd Gales Ferry/Ledyard 
CROP Walk on a perfect autumn afternoon. Our St. Luke walkers have raised four thousand, three hundred, eighty dollars and 
eighty-two cents, ($4,380.82) as of October 17, 2021. That is the second highest total amount raised in the last seven years. 
Our all time high occurred at the 2016 walk, when 48 St. Luke walkers raised four thousand, eight hundred ninety-seven dollars 
($4,897.00) to feed the hungry. 

Final results for the community will be made available when all of the funds have been received and tallied. We are 
grateful for all the committed walkers who participated in this worthy event. A very special thank you is extended to all of the 
generous donors who stepped up to be hunger fighters. Thank you for caring about our neighbors close to home and far away. 
All of your efforts are sincerely appreciated and life affirming for those in need of our help. Gathering together as a community 
unified in mission in Jesus name, we strengthen our community of believers; as we help our neighbors deal with the struggles 
they are facing in their daily lives. We are making a difference in the world. 

Jesus reminds us, “What you did for the least of mine you did for me.” 

A Successful Crop Walk 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

Elaine & Linda Al, Sue, & Kevin Jill & James Fawn, Shea, & Pastor Heidi 

Penny & Jeanne Ray & Helmut Pam, Bob, Carolyn, Pastor 

Heidi, Alice, & Robin 

friends 
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Gender and Pronouns 
By Kelsey Keefe (she/her/hers) 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we have 
committed to being welcoming and inclusive of our LGBTQ 
siblings in Christ. Upholding this commitment means 
continuing to learn, grow, and embrace new practices. One 
way we can live out our identity as an RIC church is learning 
about and using correct gender pronouns and adding them to 
our name tags. 
 

Gender-Related Terminology 
There’s a lot of terminology used to talk about sex and gender 
that I’ll use in the sections below. There’s already a lot of great 
resources out there that explain these topics, so I recommend 
you check those out if you’re unfamiliar with these terms: 

• Seeker+. (2015, July 1). Every sex & gender term explained 
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=V9QnnQN880o  

• Wamsley, L. (2021, June 2). A guide to gender identity 
terms. NPR. https://
www.npr.org/2021/06/02/996319297/gender-identity-
pronouns-expression-guide-lgbtq  

 

Gender Pronouns 
Pronouns are words used in place of nouns. If you say 

"That's Naomi. She is kind," the word "she" is the pronoun 
used in place of the noun “Naomi.” In the English language, 
our third person pronouns convey gender. Examples: “he” for 
man/boy, masculine; “she” for woman/girl, feminine. 

Many pronouns exist, and people select the pronouns they 
feel most comfortable with, and someone’s pronouns can 
change over time. (One common example of this: Most 
parents use cisgender pronouns for babies and young children 
until the child is old enough to indicate for themself if different 
pronouns should be used.) 

 
Some examples of pronouns include: 

• she/her/hers 

• he/him/his 

• they/them/theirs* 

• name only 

• ze/zir/zirs (rhymes with she/her/hers) 

• ay/aer/aers (pronounced “ay/air/airs”) 

• and many more! 
*For those of you grammar nerds saying that “they” is a plural 
pronoun and uncomfortable with this singular usage, you are 
not alone. It takes some practice! Many prominent dictionaries 
and style guides (e.g., Merriam-Webster, APA) have added the 
singular usage of “they” as accepted and grammatically 
correct. 

 
If you are unsure of someone’s pronouns you can: 

• Use only their name. (e.g., “That’s Naomi. Naomi is kind.”) 

• Ask. (e.g., “Sorry, I forgot to ask. I use she/her/hers 
pronouns, how about you?”) 

• Use they/them/theirs. (e.g., I use “they/them/theirs” as 
gender neutral pronouns throughout this article, and you 
probably already do too.) 

You can also practice using gender inclusive language: 

• Mailman > Mail carrier 

• Mankind > Humankind 

• Man the booth > Staff the booth 

• Guys > Folks, Y’all, Friends, Team 

• Brothers and sisters in Christ > Siblings in Christ 
 

Why Does This Matter? 
While we often make assumptions about someone’s 

gender identity based on their name or appearance, these 
assumptions may be incorrect and hurtful. Using the incorrect 
pronouns—misgendering someone—can make a person feel 
unwelcome, invisible, and unsafe. On the other hand, using 
the correct pronouns is a way of affirming, accepting, and 
loving others as Jesus loves us.  

As an act of evangelistic welcome and hospitality, we at 
St. Luke want to make sure we do not assume someone’s 
gender identity and pronouns based on their appearance and 
that we use everyone’s correct pronouns. Adding our 
pronouns to our name tags normalizes sharing pronouns as 
we would our name, and signals that we are a safe and 
inclusive space for someone to share their pronouns.  

This may seem unnecessary to cisgender individuals—folks 
who have a gender identity (and often expression) that 
matches their biological sex assigned at birth. However this 
assumes that your (and everyone else’s) gender identity and 
pronouns are “normal” and singles out someone for being 
“different.” We can do better in showing God’s love.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Lifelong Learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9QnnQN880o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9QnnQN880o
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/02/996319297/gender-identity-pronouns-expression-guide-lgbtq
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/02/996319297/gender-identity-pronouns-expression-guide-lgbtq
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/02/996319297/gender-identity-pronouns-expression-guide-lgbtq
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Going one step further, we can also 
verbally introduce ourselves with our 
names and pronouns. For example, “Hi, 
my name is Kelsey, and my pronouns 
are she/her/hers.” This invites others to 
share theirs. Someone may feel 
“othered” if they are the only one 
sharing because they must in order to 
be correctly gendered. 

Learning something new and 
changing the words you use can feel 
awkward and clunky at first. Making 
mistakes is part of learning. If you 
misgender someone, quickly correct 
yourself and briefly apologize. Commit 
to doing better and move on. 

We are all created in God’s image 
and want to feel welcomed in a 
community. Asking about and using the 
correct gender pronouns is a way to 
love our neighbors and uplift all of 
God’s children. 

To learn more, I recommend the 
following resources (in addition to 
those above): 

• Johnson, J. M. (2019, October 16). 
Christians and gender neutral 
pronouns. Ministry Matters. 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/
all/entry/9904/christians-and-
gender-neutral-pronouns  

• Sakurai, S. (n.d.) Resources on 
Personal Pronouns. https://
www.mypronouns.org  

• Seventeen. (2017, July 5). Why 
gender pronouns matter [Video]. 
YouTube. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9iKHjl5xAaA  

• UConn Rainbow Center. (2018, 
August). Gender and pronouns 
guide. https://
rainbowcenter.uconn.edu/gender-
and-pronouns-guide  

(Continued from page 5) 

Gender and 
Pronouns (cont’d.) 

Lifelong Learning 
 

The Hebrew Bible, facilitated by Mitch Robinson, began on 
September 13. The class is conducted at 7:00 pm on 
Mondays. It features lectures by Shaye J. D. Cohen of Harvard 
and Christine Hayes of Yale. 
There are approximately a dozen people participating from 
several different churches and locations, including Rochester, 
NY. The schedule of lectures for the first part of the course is 
posted on the bulletin board outside fellowship hall at 
church. The class is presently being conducted via Zoom 
based on the desires of the current participants. There are 

three ways you can participate. You join via Zoom. If you wish to meet in person, 
Mitch can conduct the class on a hybrid basis 
from St. Luke if requested. If you are not able to 
attend on Mondays, the lectures and discussions 
are posted on the St. Luke YouTube Channel. You 
can find the link for the classes as well as the 
lecture notes and schedule on the St. Luke 
website under News and Events. Please contact 
Mitch at (860) 961-5713 or via email at 
mimarobinson@aol.com if you have any 
questions or if you want to receive the Zoom link. 

Shaye Cohen 

The Hebrew Bible 
By Mitch Robinson 

Christine Hayes 

Fellowship 
Calumet is open and operating for guests and retreats! St. Luke is scheduled for 

an adult winter weekend from February 10-13. Currently, we are asking guests to 
complete a COVID check-in form no more than 24 hours prior to arrival, and to wear 
masks when moving about in common spaces. Groups and guests may choose to not 
wear masks when seated in the dining room, or in common spaces with their group. 
If you are interested in attending, or have any questions about Calumet or the Adult 
Winter Weekend, please contact Helmut Steinnagel at hjsteinnagel@sbcglobal.net  

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9904/christians-and-gender-neutral-pronouns
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9904/christians-and-gender-neutral-pronouns
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9904/christians-and-gender-neutral-pronouns
https://www.mypronouns.org/
https://www.mypronouns.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iKHjl5xAaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iKHjl5xAaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iKHjl5xAaA
https://rainbowcenter.uconn.edu/gender-and-pronouns-guide/
https://rainbowcenter.uconn.edu/gender-and-pronouns-guide/
https://rainbowcenter.uconn.edu/gender-and-pronouns-guide/
mailto:hjsteinnagel@sbcglobal.net
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Finance Team 
Stewardship All Year! 
By Dyann Baker, Stewardship Chair 

reminder: return your 

pledge card 

Consecration Sunday: 

November 14 

As we recognize God’s many gifts, 
through stewardship we commit 
those gifts to continue God’s work. 
Through our faith, we hear God’s 
calling and understand all that is 
entrusted to us. Our lives are about 
how we affect others and stewardship 
is how we can say yes to others. 

 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you.’’ 
Matthew 7:7 

God’s work, our hands! 
What simple words that say so much about who we are as Lutheran 

Christians. As you consider your gifts, look at the many role models that we 
witness at St. Luke. No matter the stage of life, we continue to spend our 
Sunday afternoons to serve food to people who experience food scarcity, we 
practice together to share joyful music for others, and we take on the business 
of the church as we serve in meetings or on committees. Thus far, we have 
endured COVID-19 together and we remember what gratitude is. We are the 
sanctuary when the world becomes untenable. We share our gratefulness and 
use our many talents, abilities, and gifts to respond to others. We cook, we 
harvest, we sing, we serve, we pray. We are asked and we put our hands, 
hearts, and gifts to work. We are truly stewards of all the talents and gifts God 
provides. 

It is a joy to hear and see the inspiring ways that the Sprit moves us to 
share in God’s goodness. Please give as you can and help us share our gifts 
together. One of those many gifts is your financial stewardship to support the 
many ministries of St. Luke. 

By now, you may have received a financial stewardship letter from St. Luke. 
In your letter we have included a commitment card. We will celebrate together 
on November 14th, as we offer our financial commitment together.  

 
2020 Audit 
By Al Nordquist, Audit Team Chair 

The St. Luke audit committee is 

presently working on conducting the 2020 

financial audit. One part of this audit is to 

request that donors who made financial 

contributions to St Luke in 2020 confirm 

their giving amounts for the year to 

determine the accuracy of St. Luke’s 

records of giving amounts. 

To do this, approximately 30 donors 

who made financial contributions in 2020 

will be randomly  selected, and letters will 

be sent to these selected giving units with 

St. Luke’s record of the donation amount 

for the year. The donor will be asked to 

respond to the letter with either 

confirmation that the amount is correct as 

stated in the letter, or if not, to provide the 

correct amount. 

Letters will be emailed from 
audit@stlukegf.org to those for whom we 
have a valid email address, or will be sent 
via conventional snail-mail (hard copy) to 
those for whom we do not have a valid 
email address. Recipients may reply either 
via response to the email or by mailing back 
a hard copy to the church office. I expect 
that the letters will be sent the week of 
November 1. 

Thank you for your support of the audit 
process. 

The Finance Group wants to remind you that 

contributions must either be received in the 

church office by 

December 31st or be 

postmarked by December 

31st to be considered as a 

2021 donation. 

2021 Contributions 
Due by 12/31/21 

mailto:audit@stlukegf.org
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Music 

Odds & Ends 

Bells are back and rehearsals have begun! Groups include 

Joyful Noise (beginning kids on chimes), Glory Ringers 

(Grades 4-8), Ring Masters (Grade 9), The Belles (there are 

currently no Beaux in the group; adult beginners), and 

JuBELLation (more advanced adults). These pictures are 

from the first rehearsal of Joyful Noise. 

Beginning Bells 

Introduction to notation and counting; red = right, blue = left 

Ms. Gina explaining how this works Ms. Gina leads the parade to feel the beat 

 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

Thank you. 
Thank you for all of the 

gestures of welcome and support 
in our first few months of ministry 
together. Thank you for the cards, 
plants, greetings, and other invitations to be in meaningful 
relationship for the sake of the gospel. I am humbled by 
your generosity in all its forms, and am already enjoying 
serving Jesus together! 

Thank you for an exceptional Installation worship 
service and reception! What an outpouring of joy and 
hospitality! The special music and vegan spread were 
impressive! 

The light of Christ is shining through you, and has lifted 
me up during this huge transition in the life of my family. 
 

In Gratitude, 
Pr. Heidi Johnston 

 

St. Luke’s Community Garden has produced its last harvest of the 

season for donations to the Jemma Moran Food Center in New 

London. However, a few crops just don’t want to stop growing. 

Several large basil plants are in their prime right now and the 

leaves would make fantastic pesto or spice up tomato sauce; a 

row of Swiss chard (slightly spicy spinach) is still going strong; and 

several green pepper plants have small peppers that may get 

bigger before the first frost. Please feel free to venture into the 

garden anytime soon and pick as much as you can use. A sincere 

thank you to those who 

donated vegetables from 

their home gardens to add 

to the St. Luke Garden 

produce. It was very much 

appreciated!  

Free for the Picking! 
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Minutes of the October 21 Congregational Council Meeting 

Meeting held via  

 

Present: Pastor Heidi Johnston, Marty Wood, John Felty, Mitch Robinson, Pat Robbins, Bill Kracke, 
Pam Gray, Leigh Sammons, Lee Eastbourne, Liese Zitzkat 

Guest: Dyann Baker 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Council President Marty Wood. 

 

OPENING ACTIVITIES: 
•  Pam Gray volunteered to lead devotions in November and Pat Robbins volunteered for 

December. 

•  Marty Wood led devotions (discussion of Safe Church). 

•  The motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda. The motion passed 

unanimously. 
•  The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2021 

Council meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

CHURCH MEMBERS' COMMENTS/CONCERNS: 

•  None. 

 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS: 

•  Marty Wood shared information about his health. He will be undergoing treatments but plans to 

continue his work as Congregation President and will ask for assistance as needed. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 
•  Please refer to the Treasurer's Report, Detailed Fund Activity Report, and Balance Sheet 

documents. Mitch Robinson reported that St. Luke is ahead on pledge income and grace giving. It 

is time to start planning for the 2022 budget and enhancing ministries. Pam Gray relayed that 

Diane Hansen encourages ministries to spend their allotted funds and also has questions about 

what to do with miscellaneous donations (e.g., from Scrip and Amazon Smile). 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

•  Stewardship Chair Dyann Baker reported that the stewardship committee, after exploring various 

models and ELCA resources, has decided to make stewardship a process that takes place 

throughout the year (seasonal, highlighted at least four times per year) as opposed to once a year. 

Dyann will work with the Council and meet with different groups to implement the plan. 
•  The following motion was made and seconded: Approval to confirm the following 

Confirmation candidates: Logan Dame, Ian Enslow, Logan Enslow, and Anna Lettiere. 

Pastor Heidi shared information about the meetings she has had with the confirmands. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

•  Mark Larson, Chair of the Nominating Committee, wishes to confirm those current members who 

are continuing on the Council for 2022. Leigh Sammons, Pam Gray, and Liese Zitzkat will be 
continuing. Bill Kracke will continue for one year. Mitch Robinson, John Felty, and Pat Robbins 

will not be continuing. 

 

PASTOR'S REPORT: 

•  Please refer to separate Pastor Johnston Report document. Pastor Heidi has been conducting 
home visits, prioritizing visitors who are not yet members as well as members who nd 

church in person. She would like to start a new members' class in the spring. She has met with 

all staff members one-on-one. She will be visiting Grins & Giggles the first Monday and Tuesday 

of each month and will do an additional “special” visit at least once per month. Marty Wood 

noted that Pastor Heidi will be on vacation November 4-7 (pre-arranged during the Call process) 
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and has found a supply pastor for that time. 

 

PURPOSE TEAMS' REPORTS: 
•  Evangelism: Please refer to the separate Evangelism Report document. Pam Gray is working on getting 

the Trans support group up and running, with a goal of starting prior to Thanksgiving. 

•  Fellowship: Please refer to the Fellowship Report document. Leigh Sammons discussed ideas for 

reinstating coffee hour. 

•  Lifelong Learning: Please refer to the Lifelong Learning Report document. Pat Robbins discussed 

making the learning hour more attractive to families/parents. 
•  Outreach Ministry: Please refer to the Outreach Ministry Report document. Bill Kracke noted that all 

are welcome for fellowship at Erickson Park following Sunday services and on Wednesdays at lunch 

time. Pastor Heidi reported that she is now the clothing coordinator for Start Fresh, and she 

encourages congegation members to volunteer for the organization. Leigh Sammons offered to 

coordinate Thanksgiving baskets for Ledyard Social Services. 
•  Worship: Please refer to the Director of Music Report document. Pastor Heidi met with Brad Dame to 

discuss various issues related to worship. The Worship Team will be meeting next week. 

 

SUPPORT TEAMS' REPORTS: 

•  Facilities: Marty Wood reported that the leak in the furnace has been repaired, but the heat is not 

working in the education wing and there will be a service follow-up call. A Facilities Coordinator is 
still needed; the job description is in the by-laws. 

•  Parish: Please refer to the Church Office Report document. Marty Wood reported that 117 people 

worshiped in person last Sunday - the largest group in attendance since the pandemic. 

•  Communications: Please refer to the Communications Report document. Lee Eastbourne s d f 

there will be a Community Christmas Concert this year, and Pastor Heidi suggested that he check 
with Gina Williams. Lee is hoping Kathleen Bartkowski will perform a second Winter Solstice piano 

concert. Christmas Eve services are also being planned. Mitch Robinson thanked Lee for posting the 

Hebrew Bible lectures online and commented that 12-13 people have participated in person or 

remotely, representing several different churches/locations. 

•  People: Please refer to separate People Support Team Report document. John Felty noted that 

Kathleen Bartkowski has done an excellent job of tracking who has completed the Safe Church 
training. 

•  Future Council Topics (Executive Planning Committee): Establish a Strategic Planning Committee to 

develop short-range goals (1-3 years) – tabled for now. 

 

The motion was made and seconded to accept all reports. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

•  Some decisions need to be made regarding worship service times. Pastor Heidi requested input from 

the Council regarding Christmas Eve worship times and the possibility of decreasing from three 

services to two (i.e., eliminating the 11:00 PM service, as turnout has been relatively low the past few 

years). The suggestion was made to poll the congregation members who would be attending in person 
(and to decide how many would have to express interest in order to go ahead with an 11:00 service). 

Another suggestion was made to consider combining 11:00 worship with other area churches. The 

congregation also needs to be polled to determine if we should continue with one Sunday service or 

increase to two services after the start of Advent. 

 
The motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM, followed by a closing prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Liese M. Zitzkat, Council Secretary 

Council Meeting Minutes (cont’d.) 
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Kids’ Page 
 

AUTUMN 

BAKE 

BLESSINGS 

CHRIST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

FEAST 

FELLOWSHIP 

FRIENDS 

GATHERING 

GIVING 

GOBBLE 

BOD 

GRATITUDE 

GRAVY 

HARVEST 

JESUS 

LAUGHTER 

LEFTOVERS 

LOVE 

NAP 

NOVEMBER 

PARADE 

PIE 

PRAISE 

PRAYERS 

PUMPKIN 

SHARING 

TABLE 

THURSDAY 

TRADITION 

TURKEY 

WORSHIP 

YUM 
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Pray Pray for healing: 
  Pat  

  Sue Foye Dydo 

  Jonathan 

  Marian Lowry 

  Randy Stevens 

  Marty Wood 

  Ed Steinnagel 

  Scot Robinson 

  Susan Robinson 

  Kristin and baby Alamere 
  Carol Hurlburt 

  Jen Cleary 

  Alexander Nicki 

  Bill 

  Dick Dagitz 

  Don 

  Dick Wimmermark 

  Dennis 

  Annabelle Dennis 

  John 

  Jennifer 

  Sarah Taylor & baby Kate 

  Betty Wood 

  Audrey 

  Holly Deltgen 

  Dave 

  Norma Taylor 

  Bill Taylor 

  Bob Chernansky 

  Link 

  Terry Blair 

 

  Glenn Rupert 

  Fred Launer 

  Ethel Haugland 

  Stephanie Lucas 

  Patty Rennegarbe 

  Ken Plante 

  Gloria  

  Joe Mazur 

 

Pray for those who are grieving: 

and the families and friends of: 
  Bert Blanco 

 

Pray for deployed military: 
  Christopher Bushy 

  Andy Sammons 

  Derek Raymond 

  Patrick Wimmermark 

 

Pray for homebound and their caregivers: 
  Lynn Tarozzi 

  Lynn Minichino 

  Ruth Going 

Pray for those with other concerns: 
  Ralph 

  Jane 

  John Read 

  Paul Roman 

  Saditha  

  Teddy and Aaron 

  Chikumbuso Project 

Prayer List 

 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the Scroll is the third 

Monday of each month. Articles may be 

submitted as hard-copy or via e-mail to 

Kathleen@stlukegf.org. 

Scroll Deadline 
If you would like to add a 

prayer request to the 

Weekly, please complete 

the Prayer Request form 

on the reverse side of the 

yellow Connections form. 

Leave the form in the 

pew and the ushers will 

collect them and turn 

them in to the church 

office. You can also add a 

prayer request by calling 

the office at 860-464-

7897. 



 

13 

11/1 

   Gavin Frost 

11/2 

   Jane Nolan 

11/3 

   Rudy Croteau 

11/6 

   Dylan Horkey 

11/8 

   Mark Larson 

11/10 

   Jessica Dame 

   Jennifer Horkey 

   Avery Roe 

11/12 

   Mikayla Zitzkat 

   Saditha Maldonado 

11/14 

   Grace DeMarco 

   Rebecca Frost 

   Charlene Johnson 

11/16 

   Barb Candler 

11/20 

   Elijah Keefe 

11/22 

   Jacob Haugland 

 

 

 

 

11/25 

   Sue Conley 

11/28 

   David Zitzkat 

11/29 

   Kathleen Bartkowski 

   Tyler Zitzkat 

11/30 

   Linda Martin 

 

11/1 

   Harry & Marie Tobiassen (52) 

11/6 

   Dale & Jennifer Horkey (18) 

11/17 

   Robert & Gail Chernansky (59) 

11/26 

   George & Jeanette Lang 

11/27 

   Roger  & Cathy Hanson (50) 

11/?? 

   Phil Minichino 

11/1 

   Joan Lambert 

   Dylan Horkey 

   Harlan Felty 

11/2 

   Ray Heller 

11/3 

   Raegan Aberle 

   Diane Rogoff 

   Katie Launer-Felty 

11/4 

   Kelsey Keefe 

   Nathaniel Nicki 

11/6 

   Nancy Siebert 

   Diane Geer 

11/7 

   Tanner Frost 

11/8 

   Terry Blair 

11/10 

   Andrew Sammons 

11/11 

   Kaitlyn Portofee 

11/13 

   Noah Eastbourne 

11/16 

   Luke Frost 

11/20 

   Kendra Lessing 

11/24 

   Finnigan Stefanowicz 

11/25 

   Jayce Boggan 

11/26 

   Debbie Chernansky 

11/28 

   Pam Suplicki 

11/29 

   Gavin Frost 

Did we miss your celebration?  Please 

call the church office, 860-464-7897, or 

e-mail Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we 

can be sure to honor your special day! 

November Celebrations 

November 11 
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 This schedule compiled as of 10/21/2021; Please check  the bulletin board by Fellowship Hall for updates. 
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Church Calendar of Events 
November 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:00 PM 

 Joyful Noise 

7:00 PM 

 Hebrew Bible Course  

2 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Senior Choir  

3 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

 Grins & Giggles 

12:30 PM 

 The Belles  

4:30 PM 

 Ring Masters  

7:00 PM 

 JuBELLation  

4 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

6 

7 

 

9:30 AM 

 In person &  

  On-line Worship  

10:45 AM 

 Confirmation Class 

2:30 PM 

 New London Meal Ctr  

8 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:00 PM 

 Joyful Noise 

7:00 PM 

 Hebrew Bible Course  

9 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Senior Choir  

 Executive Planning  

  Team Meeting 

10 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

 Grins & Giggles 

12:30 PM 

 The Belles  

4:30 PM 

 Ring Masters  

7:00 PM 

 JuBELLation  

11 

 

Veteran’s DAY 

Office Closed 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Celebrate Rehearsal 

12 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

13 

 

10:30 PM 

 Women’s Group  

14 

 

9:30 AM 

 In person &  

  On-line Celebrate  

  Worship  

10:45 AM 

 Confirmation Class 

15 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:00 PM 

 Joyful Noise 

7:00 PM 

 Hebrew Bible Course  

16 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Senior Choir  

17 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

 Grins & Giggles 

12:30 PM 

 The Belles  

4:30 PM 

 Ring Masters  

7:00 PM 

 JuBELLation  

18 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Congregational  

  Council  

 CROP Walk Meeting 

19 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

20 

 

 

21 

 

9:30 AM 

 In person &  

  On-line Worship  

10:45 AM 

 Confirmation Class 

22 
 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:00 PM 

 Joyful Noise 

7:00 PM 

 Hebrew Bible Course  

23 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

12:15 PM 

 Staff Meeting 

7:00 PM 

 Senior Choir  

24 

 

9:00 AM 

 Bells of Fire 

 Grins & Giggles 

12:30 PM 

 The Belles  

4:30 PM 

 Ring Masters  

7:00 PM 

 JuBELLation  

25 26 

 

Office Closed 

27 

 

10:30 PM 

 Women’s Group  

28 

 

9:30 AM 

 On-line Worship 

29 
 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:00 PM 

 Joyful Noise 

7:00 PM 

 Hebrew Bible Course  

30 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Senior Choir  

    

 

ALL activities are subject to change. 

Please check your email, 

stlukegf.org, and the St. Luke 

Facebook page for updates. 

Attend meetings via Zoom. 

Pastor Heidi—vacation 

Pastor Heidi—

vacation 

Gina—vacation 

Gina—vacation 

 

Gina—vacation 

stlukegf.org


St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

A Spirit Driven Christian 

Community of Engaged 

Disciples, Called to Serve, 

Love and Forgive. 

 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday— Wednesday 

8 am to 2 pm 

Thursday 

8 am to 12 pm 

Friday 

CLOSED 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Heidi Johnston 

pastorheidi@stlukegf.org 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 
 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music and 

Worship Technology 
 

Diane Hansen 

dianeh@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 
 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist/Accompanist 

 

Lee Eastbourne 

lee@stlukegf.org 

Communications Coordinator 
 

Melissa Spery 

Custodian 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Marty Wood 

martyengrew@gmail.com  

President 
 

John Felty 

john.felty@gmail.com 

Vice-President 
 

Mitch Robinson 

mimarobinson@aol.com 

Treasurer 

 

Please inform the Church 
Office of any address, 
telephone number, or email 
changes.  Email changes to 
Kathleen, 
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call 
860-646-7897. Schedule to Serve 

November 7 

Cooks: 

Ray & Penny Heller 

Jim & Leigh Sammons 

Ruth Chambers 

 

Servers: 

Tammy Algar 

Diane Hansen 

Karen Aleshire 

MaryEllen Robeson 

mailto:martyengrew@gmail.com
mailto:mimarobinson@aol.com

