
 

The Scroll 

Sarah and Tim were walking with their mother and father down the 

streets of New London when out of the shadows a man started 

walking toward them. Sarah was startled and ran to stand behind her father, hanging on 

to his legs. Tim just stopped and looked up at the man, his face twisted in disgust. The 

man’s face was dirty, his clothes were too big for his skinny body and they hung on him 

like clothes hanging from a clothesline. The man smiled… his teeth were yellow and he 

had cavities. Tim made a sound of disgust as he looked at this man. The man spoke 

funny, but Time could make out his words… “Sssssir”… the sound of the “s” seemed to 

slur for a long time. “I’m very hungry, could you spare some money for me to buy some 

food?” Tim thought the man was drunk and stood there appalled that the man would 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“We are a Spirit driven Christian community  

of engaged disciples, called to serve, 

love and forgive. ” 
 

We are a 

Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation. 

A Story about Thanksgiving 
By Pastor Danny 
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ask for money pretending he would buy 

food when Tim knew that the man was 

just going to use it to buy more booze. 

Then Tim couldn’t believe his eyes… 

his father took a twenty-dollar bill from 

his wallet and handed it to the man. 

Holding the man’s hand as he pressed 

the twenty-dollar bill into it, Tim’s dad 

said, “God bless you sir.” 

“Dad?” Tim said rather excitedly. 

The man with the rotten teeth smiled 

and said, “Thank you sssssir” then ran 

back into the shadows. 

The family continued to walk down 

the street in silence. Sarah and Tim 

continued to look back over 

their shoulders toward the 

shadows where the man had 

disappeared. ‘Where had that 

bum gone,” Tim thought? I bet 

he’s off to the nearest liquor 

store.” 

Several blocks down the 

street they knocked on the 

door of the Stewarts, their 

friend’s house where they were 

going to share Thanksgiving 

dinner. They entered their 

friend’s warm home, decorated 

for Thanksgiving, the smell of turkey 

roasting. “Mmmmm!” Tim thought that 

this was going to be a great meal. 

Sarah shrieked with delight when she 

saw her friend, Jill. They hugged each 

other and ran off to Jill’s room where 

they played games. Tim and Jill’s brother, 

Sam, nodded to each other. Tim and Sam 

exchanged words and gave each other a 

high five, then they went to Sam’s room 

to play Sam’s newest video game. 

At dinnertime, they all ran to the 

dining room table, sat down to eat 

looking from one end of the table to the 

other. The turkey looked and smelled 

delicious as Jill and Sam’s dad carved it. 

Tim and Sarah’s mouths watered, they 

couldn’t wait to taste all the food on the 

table. There were mashed potatoes, 

corn, green beans, sweet potatoes, 

cranberry relish and Brussels sprouts… 

well, you can’t always have everything 

you want. Everyone filled their plates to 

overflowing with the exception of the 

Brussels sprouts of course. Then Sam’s 

dad asked Tim’s dad to offer the 

Thanksgiving blessing. 

Tim’s dad used Martin Luther’s prayer 

of blessing as he always did, 

“The eyes of all wait upon you, O 

Lord; and you give them their meat in 

due season; you open your hands and 

satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

Amen!” 

At that point everyone joined in with 

the Lord’s prayer. Finally, Tim was just 

about to say amen when Tim’s dad 

added something to the prayer that 

shocked him. 

“Lord God, bless the man we met on 

the street today. Give him health, 

healing, and a blessed Thanksgiving.” 

Everyone said Amen, except Tim. 

Tim sat there startled at his dad’s 

blessing. “Dad, don’t you know that bum 

is going to go and buy more booze and 

get drunk with the money you gave 

him?” 

“I don’t think he will,” Said his father. 

“Come on, Dad, you can’t be that 

clueless.” Tim’s dad gave him that look 

that meant ‘enough!’ 

“I’m sorry, Dad, but you can’t 

honestly believe that drunk is going to go 

to a grocery store and buy food and have 

a dinner. His dinner will be in a brown 

paper bag that holds his whiskey.” 

Sam and Jill’s parent looked to Tim 

and Sarah’s parents and asked what had 

happened. Tim and Sarah’s mother told 

them the story and finished off by telling 

them that they gave him some money. 

This didn’t satisfy Tim, he jumped up 

very excitedly telling them how scared 

Sarah was and how ugly and disgusting 

the man looked. Tim’s mother told him 

to sit down and be polite. 

As they all began to eat, silently, Tim 

and Sarah’s dad said, “Let me 

tell you a story about Martin 

Luther.” Tim’s dad liked Martin 

Luther since the day he had 

studied about him in college. 

He started his story. 

“When Martin Luther first 

arrived in Wittenberg in 1508, 

he was struck by the large 

number of beggars looking for 

handouts on the street corners. 

He didn’t like it one bit; why 

should some people be so poor 

that they were forced to 

humiliate themselves like this?” 

“This bothered Luther so much that 

he asked to speak with the town council 

about the problem of the growing 

poverty in Wittenberg. There were so 

many poor people there now because 

jobs were hard to find. People and their 

families didn’t have enough money to 

buy bread and other food. These were 

the ones who became beggars. The 

council talked and after some discussion, 

they had a solution to the problem. The 

made a rule that said no one was 

allowed to beg.” 

Tim interjected, “They were smart 

people!” 

After receiving the look from his dad 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We are very happy to announce the 
adoption of the St. Luke Lutheran Church 
Employee Handbook.  This is our first 
edition and the handbook is meant to 
provide, procedures, benefits, and 
working conditions for our employees as 
a condition of their employment at St. 
Luke. 

As part of the Council duties, The 
Constitution, By Laws and Continuing 
Resolutions (aka CRs) are reviewed and 
updated as deemed appropriate. The 
Continuing Resolutions provide the 
policies and job descriptions and are 
reviewed and approved by the 
Congregation Council. As we worked 
through these documents, it was clear 
that many CRs were staff related 
however, we felt we could do more to 
provide clearer information to our 

employees. And, we considered whether 
job descriptions should be part of this 
document given that they tend to 
change based on the needs of the 
church and our organizational demands 
and should be part of the employee 
review processes. 

Therefore, when the Continuing 
Resolutions are finalized this year, our 
community will see the following 
changes: 

 All CR’s related to the work 
environment and employees will 
be removed and incorporated 
into the Employee Handbook. 

 Job descriptions will no longer be 
a CR, but the Parish Administrator 
will maintain the descriptions as 
updated annually by the Council.  

 The Employee Handbook will 

become a Continuing Resolution 
in its entirety. 

This could not be accomplished 
without the good work of our church 
community. The initial draft was 
reviewed by the Administration Group in 
November of 2018. Those 
recommendations were included in the 
draft that was reviewed by council 
members, and our Parish Administrator.  
Our final review was accomplished by an 
active Human Resources professional as 
a courtesy to our church. 

St. Luke values the talents and abilities 
of our employees and seeks to foster an 
open, cooperative, and dynamic 
environment in which our staff can 
thrive. Our goal is to provide the 
information that can support and 
shepherd them in their work.  

New Employee Handbook 
By Diane Baker, Council Vice-President 

Council Notes 
By Marty Wood, Council President 

The announcement of Pastor Danny’s 

decision to retire on July 31, 2020 

provides St Luke an opportunity to 

evaluate our current ministries and 

explore other ministries. There is a 

process that we will develop and 

complete prior to forming a Call 

Committee. It is the Congregation 

Council’s expectations to have the 

Transition Process Timeline finalized and 

distributed by early to mid-November. 

Part of this process is to determine the 

best way to honor and thank Pastor 

Danny for his ministry. 

The Transition Process will surely include 

congregation input in various venues; 

however, please keep in mind that any 

member of this congregation may 

address the Council, bringing to its 

attention concerns related to church 

business or affairs. The Congregation 

Council agenda will include an 

opportunity for members to address 

concerns at each meeting. This invitation 

has always been there but members 

seldom attend. I hope that this 

additional opportunity to keep your 

Congregation Council members 

informed will be utilized. 

Let us remained focused on our current 

initiatives, Stewardship appeal and 

preparing to celebrate the Birth of 

Christ!! 

Shalom 

Marty 

Col 1:15-20 

Council Notes and News 
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Blood Drive Thanks 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

Thanks to the generosity and support of our faithful donors at the October 15th 
blood drive, twenty-two useable units of blood were collected. Sixty-six people will 
benefit from receiving a precious gift of life including: red cells, plasma and 
platelets. A special thank you to our faithful St. Luke blood donors: Karen Aleshire, 
Jody Enslow, Trudy Flanery, Penny Heller, Kate Johnson, Jeanne Loomis and Dennis 
Sindel who are helping to save lives. You are a blessing to those in need throughout 
the region. We dearly missed Claire Morosini, who always donated blood at every 
drive, and we marked her passing with a memorial daisy. 

Our dedicated St. Luke volunteers staffing the drive were wonderful and we 
were delighted to have newcomers join our team. Sandy Wimmermark helped to 
recruit donors and volunteers prior to the drive. Logan and Ian Enslow arrived early 
to help Elaine Remondi -Simpson set up for the event. Our reliable registrars Alice 
Carter and Carolyn Kracke did a fine job welcoming donors and helping them with 
computer check-in. Our capable and helpful canteen volunteers: Kari Hammen and 
Marge Johnson attentively served the donors delicious refreshments and scheduled 
them for our December 10th blood drive. 

We also missed Pauline Wanner and hope she is feeling much better. 
We are grateful for volunteers: Megan Brown, Jody Enslow, Joanne Erickson, 

Kari Hammen, Elaine Lettiere, Elaine Remondi-Simpson and Pam Suplicki.for 
providing a variety of flavorful sandwiches and delectable desserts. Thank you to 
Pat Wood for baking Raspberry Squares; a favorite recipe requested by the donors. 
We often hear donors remark, “The St. Luke blood drives have the best food in 
town.” The donors are always pleased with the warm welcome and fine selection of 
refreshments that St. Luke provides for them. There were enough baked goods 
remaining to provide refreshments after services on October 20th. The Fellowship 
Hall was cleaned up efficiently at the close of the drive thanks to: Carolyn Kracke, 
Chawn and Marge Johnson, Bob and Elaine Remondi-Simpson. 

Thank you all for making time to support this worthy cause. We never know 
when family members or friends might need these precious gifts of life. Your time 
and efforts are essential to the success of our drive and sincerely appreciated. 

St. Luke will be hosting the next blood drive on Tuesday December 10th. Please 
save the date on your calendars and make a commitment to ensuring a healthy and 
viable blood supply for our community. Due to fewer donors scheduled on the 
roster, there are appointment times that can be filled in by walk-in donors. 

 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
year of CROP Walks, twenty-three St. 
Luke members and three of their dogs 
stepped up to meet the challenge of 
addressing global poverty with our 
partner churches in southeastern 
Connecticut. On October 20, 2019, 
multi-generation family members and 
friends gathered to share an enjoyable 
31st Gales Ferry/Ledyard CROP Walk 
on a pleasant autumn afternoon. St. 
Luke walkers have raised $3,340.00 as 
of October 22, 2019. 

The community has raised 
$15,158.00. Final results will be made 
available when all of the funds have 
been received and tallied. We are 
grateful for all who participated in this 
milestone event and still hope to reach 
our $20,000.00 community goal, when 
all funds have been finalized. A special 
thank you to all of the enthusiastic 
walkers, the generosity of our faithful 
donors and caring friends who 
packaged snack bags at the St. Luke to 
fortify the walkers on route. Thank you 
for caring about our neighbors close to 
home and far away.  All of your efforts 
are sincerely appreciated and are life 
affirming for those in need of help. 
 

Jesus reminds us, 
“What you did for the 

least of mine you did for me.” 

A Successful 
Crop Walk 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

Ministry News 
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Ministry News 

 

It’s the season of the year to give a 
special gift that keeps on giving. If you 
have ninety minutes or so to spare, you 
can do just that by becoming a donor at 
our next Red Cross Blood Drive on 
Tuesday December 10th. This special gift 
may turn out to be life-saving for a 
family member, friend or neighbor. In 
the true spirit of Christmas, you may end 
up helping a complete stranger, a 
brother or sister in need. You will make 
a real difference in someone’s life. 

There are some things you can do to 
make the most of your time and have a 
successful experience donating. 
Schedule a  convenient appointment 
time on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, 
online at redcrossblood.org.  or call 1-
800-RED  CROSS. Within hours of your 
appointment, please visit 
redcrossblood.org/rapid pass to read 
materials. When you check-in and have 
completed the short survey, your time 
will be recorded on your name tag. 
Donors will be called in order of that 
time. It is likely that donors with early 

appointments will be processed more 
quickly than those with later 
appointments. There are 58 
appointment slots available. Walk-ins 
must wait until all donors with 
appointments have given blood. The 
best times for walk-ins to arrive are 
between 3:30 and 4:45 p.m. 

Meeting the requirements for 
adequate iron levels and passing the 
testing for infectious diseases can be a 
problem for potential donors. During the 
week before the drive, be sure to eat 
meals with iron rich foods, avoid fatty 
foods and alcoholic beverages and drink 
lots of water. Pick-up a helpful fact sheet 
at the blood drive table, get a good 
night’s sleep and drink an extra 16 
ounces of water to experience a 
successful donation. 

According to the Red Cross, every 
two seconds someone in the U.S. needs 
blood and more that 44,000 blood 
donations are needed every single day. 
The need is constant. The contributions 
are essential in order to maintain a 

healthy and plentiful blood supply. The 
holidays bring a greater need than usual, 
due to increases in travel and 
corresponding increases in auto 
accidents, according to DMV statistics. 

The Red Cross tells us the number 
one reason people give for becoming a 
blood donor is, “I want to help people.” 
Here is an opportunity for you to help! 
Visit the Blood Drive table in the narthex 
following our worship services on Nov. 
17 & 24, Dec. 1 & 8. If you can’t donate 
blood, volunteers are always needed to 
prepare refreshments or staff the blood 
drive. A volunteer sign-up list is also on 
the Blood Drive table in the narthex. 

Please join us in  
making a special life- 
saving gift to the  
community at our  
Blood Drive on  
Tuesday,  
December  
10th from  
1:30 p.m. -  
6:30 p.m.  

Give a Special Gift to the Community! 
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson 

Do you enjoy selling things over the 
internet? If so, we have an opportunity 
for you to help the Furniture Bank of 

Southeastern CT. You would not moving 
or hauling furniture, but moving items 
for sale that have been donated to the 

furniture bank that have a higher value 
than typical tag sale fare or items that 
are not typical tag sale items. You would 
have an opportunity to use your special 
skills on the internet and earn money for 
the Furniture Bank at the same time. 
Contact us at outreach@stlukegf.org if 
you are interested and we can connect 
you with the Furniture Bank. Imagine 
doing something that you like to do a 
couple of times a year, when it’s 
convenient for you, to help the Furniture 
Bank serve those in need. No meetings 
required! Help out on your own 
schedule! 

November Opportunity for Outreach 

mailto:outreach@stlukegf.org
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The Meal that Never Was 
By Bob Simpson 

Thanksgiving – the big meal, a 

drumstick, gravy, cranberry sauce and 

maybe a ham and plenty of pumpkin 

pie to wash it down.  I suppose that 

many memories include our family 

gathered around the big meal complete 

with all the trimmings.  My best 

memory of Thanksgiving is about a 

meal that never was.   

When I was a boy my father was a 

naval aviator which meant that he was 

often gone for birthdays, holidays and 

many of the family events.  To this day 

in my mind’s eye I still see the huge 

four engine R-6D  transport plane which 

was the military version of the DC-6 

passenger liner coughing clouds of blue 

smoke as its engines came to life and 

my father leaning out of the cockpit 

window to wave a final good bye just 

before taxing away.  I remember going 

to see him off – often at night no matter 

what the weather because when it was 

time to leave it was time to go and then 

my mother would take us home to 

begin waiting for his return.  We lived in 

Hawaii then so the wait, while long, was 

not all that bad. 

One year, Thanksgiving came while 

he was gone. My mother prepared the 

traditional meal which we consumed 

with great glee. There was one 

restriction – we could eat only one-half 

of the turkey. The rest would be put 

into the refrigeration in anticipation of 

my father’s return the following week. 

My mother carefully wrapped the bird 

in tin foil and set it far back inside the 

icebox and again cautioned us that the 

remaining half was for when my father 

came home. Well, sometime children 

throw caution to the wind, and my 

brother and I promptly tossed it. Each 

night after my mother turned in all snug 

in her bed my brother and I would 

sneak downstairs and unwrap the bird 

taking great pains not to make any 

noise that would wake her. For a week 

it was a bit here, a strip there and a 

chunk from that. To our dismay the 

turkey became a complete skeleton. 

But never mind, we thought, so long as 

it was wrapped up Mom would not 

(Continued on page 13) 

Once again, Kathleen , our sincere 
gratitude, albeit belated, for 
generously allowing us to hold our 
[Hospice] Memorial Service at St. 
Luke’s [on September 22]. It has been 
a wonderful venue, and you have 
been so accommodating in meeting 
our needs. 
 

With much appreciation,  
Elizabeth Palmieri 
Center for Hospice Care 
Southeast Connecticut 

Thanks from the 
Community 

Odds & Ends 

Great news! Scrip will now take 
credit/debit cards through the online 
ordering system. The card will have the 
face value and St. Luke will receive the 
full benefit, but the card holder will be 
charged a handling fee for using the 
credit/debit card. You must have a Shop 
with Scrip account to use a credit/debit 
card. 

As a reminder, Scrip is a program that 
enables us to raise money for St. Luke 
Lutheran Church. Scrip is just another 
way to pay for everyday purchases using 
gift cards in place of cash, checks, and 
credit cards. You purchase gift cards from 
St. Luke at face value, and we order those 
cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a 
reduced price. The difference is an 
instant rebate for St. Luke. For example, 
you purchase a $100 gift card to Stop & 
Shop for $100. St. Luke purchased that 
card for $96. The $4 difference is the 
profit earned for the church. It’s really 
that simple!  
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Yikes! The Furniture Bank Tag Sale is coming on November 
1st and 2nd  Once again, we’re hoping to fill the church with 
STUFF. We’ll take whatever stuff you can dig out of your 
closets, garages, basements, and attics that you think we 
might be able to sell at our tag sale. You can bring it to the 
church beginning on Sunday, October 27 after the second 
service. You’ll get rid of stuff you don’t need, somebody else 
will love it, and if you itemize, you can claim it on your tax 
return next year! And please SIGN UP to help set up and run 
the sale! Signup sheets are on the easel near the kitchen. 
 

What we need… 
Anything usually found at tag sales is welcome, but please 
note that it must be in good condition, and that we cannot 
accept items that are difficult to sell or dispose of, such as 
hazardous materials, paint, CRT (old style) TV sets, kitchen 
cabinets (yeah, we’ve gotten those!), large appliances 
(refrigerators, washing machines, etc.), tires, automobile 
batteries, or sets of encyclopedias. 
 Furniture may be acceptable for the sale or the 
Furniture Bank, but please do not bring it to the sale 
without checking with us first! We have limited space in our 
storage lockers, and may have to reject items that are too 

old, too bulky, in poor condition, or of limited utility. If we 
can use it, it will be much easier to deal with after the sale. 
 

We’ll need lots of help! 
It takes a whole week to set up and run the sale. It’s a huge 
undertaking, but also a fun and rewarding way to reach out 
to the community. The more people who help out, the 
easier and more fun it becomes. Please consider joining us! 
We start setting up for the sale on October 27 right after 
church, and we’ll need lots of help! 
 

In case you didn’t know: 
The Furniture Bank, which began in 1982 as an outreach of 
St. Luke, collects donated furniture and gives it free of 
charge to people in financial need who are referred by 
social service agencies and churches. To date, we estimate 
that we have helped over 18,000 people. We have been 
running tag sales at St. Luke for 29 years (since 1990). 
Roughly 80% of the proceeds are used to meet operating 
expenses (mainly rental on storage lockers). The rest is used 
to supplement grant funds for beds, most of which are 
purchased new.  Donations, including items for the tag sale, 
are tax-deductible. For further information, please call the 
furniture bank at 860 381-9224.  

Things to Do 
Friday, November 8, 6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Pizza will be provided. Bring a snack to share and your favorite 
games. Meaghan Brown will be organizing games for our youngest 
children, ages 3-6. A signup sheet is posted outside Fellowship Hall. 

Family Game Night 
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On November 2nd, Concert Handbell 

Choir will be providing Christmas music 

for the kick-off of “Stuff the Bus” at 

Foxwoods. Unwrapped toys, blankets, 

pajamas, jackets and diapers will be 

collected in support of the United Way 

of Southeastern Connecticut and its 

“Tommy Toy” Fund program. The kick-

off is at 11 am and we will perform 

before and after the main event. “Stuff 

the Bus” takes place outside the Grand 

Pequot Hotel in the valet area and all are 

welcome to attend! It is expected to be 

well attended with hundreds of 

employees and patrons attending. 

Friday, December 6th at 7:00 pm 

 Community Christmas Concert 

Saturday, December 7th  

 10:30 am to 12:30 pm   

  Groton Library Winter Bazaar, Belles & Beaux; 

 5:30 pm  

  Groton Holiday Kickoff Celebration, Groton Sr Center,  

  St. Luke Handbell Quartet with Santa Claus! 

Friday & Saturday, December 13 & 14 at 7:00 pm  

 Ledyard High School Winter Choral Program with special guests –  JuBELLation  

who will be accompanying the LHS choirs as well as performing a featured piece. 

Music Notes and News 
By Gina Williams, Director of Music 

Dear Gina, 
 
A belated but heartfelt thank you to 
you and the children’s bell choir  for 
performing at our Memorial Ser-
vice. Your music was soothing, med-
itative, beautiful. 
 
With much appreciation, 
Elizabeth Palmieri 
Center for Hospice Care 
Southeast Connecticut 

 

The music program is sponsoring a Soup 

Sunday on November 3rd following the 

2nd service.  Concert Handbells will be 

performing a selection of Christmas 

music for your enjoyment.  A goodwill 

offering will be accepted to defray the 

costs of the professional musicians hired 

for the Community Christmas Concert. 

Soup Sunday 

On Saturday, October 5th, Concert Handbell Choir traveled to East Greenwich RI to 

participate in a master class with David Harris of the Raleigh Ringers. What a 

wonderful opportunity for our ringers to work with our handbell “rock star”. Dave 

was quite impressed with their abilities and in an email to me he stated, “Let me say 

again, your group is fabulous!! They seem to love what they do, and love the 

instrument. Keep up the great work!” I am so proud of them! Afterwards, we all 

played mini golf at Mulligans Island in Cranston. 

Kudos to Concert Handbells 

Thanks from the 
Community 

Upcoming Events 

Stuff the Bus 
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once again, he continued the story… 

“Luther pushed for another rule. That rule 

was that everyone would be taxed so that 

begging would not be necessary.” 

Sarah asked, “How could taxing the 

people help the beggars?” 

Their dad continued, “Everyone was 

taxed on what they could afford, based 

on what they had. The money collected 

from this tax was put into a large chest 

that was locked. They called it the 

‘common chest.’” 

Tim’s mood changed and he asked, 

“Tell us about Luther’s chest.” 

It wasn’t Luther’s chest, it was the 

common chest for the people of 

Wittenberg. There were four people put 

in charge of this common chest and these 

four people were picked because they 

had to know the people of Wittenberg 

and what their needs were. They were 

the only people who had the keys to the 

chest… each one had a different key and 

it took three different keys to open the 

three locks on the chest. 

Sam looked at Tim and laughed, “That’s 

because they couldn’t trust each other… 

no one had the only key.” Now Sam’s 

mother gave him the look and he lowered 

his head but he and Tim giggled and 

smiled at each other. 

The story continued… “The only thing 

needed for someone to get some money 

from the common chest was that they 

had a need. They didn’t have to fill out 

paperwork… they didn’t have to make up 

a reason… they simply came and 

expressed their need and the chest was 

opened and they received loans or a gift.” 

The children looked at each other and 

Sam asked, “How did Martin Luther know 

that this was something that the people 

should do?” 

Sam’s mother answered, “Remember 

the lesson in church this morning. Some 

people followed Jesus because Jesus fed 

them with five loaves and two fish before 

and they were looking to be fed again. 

Jesus told his disciples that they were to 

look for food that was different – food 

that never spoiled, food that when it is 

eaten fills your spirit. Then the disciples 

asked, ‘What must we do to perform the 

works of God?’ Jesus told them that they 

were to receive the food that God gives 

them for the life of the world. The 

disciples wanted this food and asked 

Jesus to give it to them always. Jesus told 

them, ‘I am the bread of life, whoever 

comes to me will never be hungry and 

whoever believes in me will never be 

thirsty.’” 

Tim’s dad continued, “Martin Luther 

knew that people hungry for food was not 

the way that God intended us to live. 

Luther taught us to follow Jesus and 

become like Jesus to everyone in the 

world. So when Jesus fed the people by 

taking the five loaves and two fish from a 

young boy in the community and fed 

everyone who needed food in that 

community, that is the example that we 

are to follow. Luther believed that God 

gives us Jesus to share with the world 

since Jesus is the bread of life. It isn’t just 

preaching the good news that we are to 

share with the world. We are also to 

share all that we have so that no one goes 

hungry for daily food.” 

Tim thought for a moment. “Dad, I’m 

sorry! What you did this morning was to 

be like Jesus. You didn’t have to give him 

anything, but the man really needed help. 

And it doesn’t matter how we feel about 

the person, even if we don’t know them. 

And when you gave the money to the 

man and said, ‘God bless you’ you were 

really sharing the message of the 

kingdom of God without preaching it. You 

really shared that Jesus is the bread of life 

by giving the man money to buy food… I 

get it now. Then he said, “Amen!”  

(Continued from page 2) 

A Story about Thanksgiving (cont.d) 

 

The ‘garden team’ has spent the spring and summer 

harvesting about 800 pounds of vegetables which were shared 

with the New London Meal Center and a few members of the 

congregation.  This ministry has helped many people who don’t 

often get good nutrition to enjoy fresh vegetables, some they 

had never eaten before. But now that fall is here it is time to 

put the garden to bed for the winter.  

The team invites everyone to a work party on Saturday, 

November 9th, from 9am to noon to finish the last tasks to put 

things away and clean up. There is a job for all abilities and 

interests.  

Questions – contact Ray or Penny Heller 

(raymondheller@sbcglobal.net, 860-739-9340) 

Community Garden Goes to Bed 

Ministry News 

mailto:raymondheller@sbcglobal.net
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Kids’ Page 

 

Word Bank 
AUTUMN 

BAKE 

BLESSINGS 

CHRIST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

FEAST 

FELLOWSHIP 

FRIENDS 

GATHERING 

GIVING 

GOBBLE 

GOD 

GRATITUDE 

GRAVY 

HARVEST 

JESUS 

 

LAUGHTER 

LEFTOVERS 

LOVE 

NAP 

NOVEMBER 

PARADE 

PIE 

PRAISE 

PRAYERS 

PUMPKIN 

SHARING 

TABLE 

THURSDAY 

TRADITION 

TURKEY 

WORSHIP 

YUM 

 

ST
A

R
T
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Pray for healing: 
  Elena and Thomas 

  Nicole 

  Paul Roman 

  Leslie 

  Janice 

  Jim Bosket 

  Linda and her son, Billy  

  Jeanne Sullivan 

  Peter 

  Linda 

  Martin 

  Jim 

  Charlotte 

  Ron Podijil 

  Ethel Haugland 

  Patty Rennegarbe 

  Glenda 

  Ken Plante 

  Eric Eitel 

  Jennifer & Pete Stred 

  LeeAnn Mitchell 

  Clu 

  Gloria Breitenbach 

  Joe Mazur  

  Ceil Gerber 

  Patricia Elliott 

  Kenneth 

  Grant Rogers 

  Christopher Bystrak 

  Lynn Minichino 

 

 

  Jean Pierce 

  Melanie Savage 

  Stephanie Lucas 

  Sara 
 

 

Pray for deployed military: 
  Alex  

  Patrick Wimmermark 

  Evan Kohl 

  Abigail Simmons 

  DJ 
 

 

Pray for homebound: 
  Marnie Reubelt 

  Ruth Going 

  Dale Arnold 
 

 

Pray for those who are grieving for: 
  Barbara Blair 

  Donna Polumbo 

  Claire Morosini 
 

 

Pray for those with other concerns: 
  Serah Bonda 

  Linda  

  Saditha  

  Teddy and Aaron 

  Chikumbuso Project 

Prayer List 

 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the December Scroll is 

Monday, November 18.  Articles may be 

submitted as hard-copy or via e-mail to 

Kathleen@stlukegf.org. 

Scroll Deadline 

If you would like to add a 

prayer request to the 

Weekly, please complete 

the Prayer Request form 

on the reverse side of the 

yellow Connections form. 

Leave the form in the 

pew and the ushers will 

collect them and turn 

them in to the church 

office. You can also add a 

prayer request by calling 

the office at 860-464-

7897. 
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11/3 

   Rudy Croteau 

11/6 

   Dylan Horkey 

11/8 

   Mark Larson 

11/10 

   Jessica Dame 

   Jennifer Horkey 

11/11 

   Emmy Hundley 

11/12 

   Mikayla Zitzkat 

11/14 

   Grace DeMarco 

   Charlene Johnson 

11/16 

   Jean Wolfgang 

11/20 

   Elijah Keefe 

11/22 

   Jacob Haugland 

11/25 

Sue Conley 

11/28 

   Tom Baudro 

   David Zitzkat 

11/29 

   Kathleen Bartkowski 

   Tyler Zitzkat 

11/30 

   Linda Martin 

   Burton Barnes 

 

 

11/1 

   Harry & Marie Tobiassen 

11/6 

   Dale & Jennifer Horkey 

11/17 

   Robert & Gail Chernansky 

11/26 

   George & Jeanette Lang 

11/27 

   Roger & Cathy Hanson 

 

 

11/1 

   Joan Lambert 

   Dylan Horkey 

   Harlan Felty 

11/2 

   Ray Heller 

11/4 

   Kelsey Keefe 

   Nathaniel Nicki 

11/6 

   Nancy Siebert 

   Diane Geer 

11/8 

   Terry Blair 

11/10 

   Andrew Sammons 

11/11 

   Kaitlyn Portofee 

11/26 

   Debbie Chernansky 

11/28 

   Pam Suplicki 

Did we miss your celebration?  Please call the church office, 860-464-

7897, or e-mail Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we can be sure to honor your 

special day! 

November Celebrations 

notice. 

The big day came as promised. As was 

our custom we took the day off from 

school in favor of meeting my father when 

he arrived. We watched the big plane 

come in from the ocean the sun gleaming 

off its silver skin sides and touch down on 

the runway then taxing to the terminal 

where it was shut down and the crew 

deplaned. After some matters were 

completed my father joined us in the car 

and we headed home. Along the way my 

mother extolled the wonders of the great 

fowl she had cooked and that we would 

now enjoy a second Thanksgiving.  

At home the turkey was retrieved and 

unwrapped. My mother stood in shock 

looking at the now stripped bird – the only 

parts that remained were the neck and 

gizzard that was nestled in the middle of 

the bone frame. Not missing a beat my 

father put the remains in the oven. Not a 

word of admonishment or anger was 

directed to the two boys who had braced 

themselves for the worse possible lashing. 

No, when it was warm my father took the 

bird out and marched it to table when he 

sat down and began eating the neck. He 

said that was his favorite part and thanked 

us for thinking of him by not eating the 

neck and gizzard. When he was finished, 

he gathered my brother and I to him and 

said to us that it was not the food, not the 

grandness of the meal or even the place 

the meal was served that made 

Thanksgiving – it was being with the 

people we love and being thankful for our 

blessings. On that day I learned the true 

meaning of Thanksgiving. 

(Continued from page 6) 

The Meal that Never Was (cont’d.) 
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Church Calendar of Events 
November 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

6:00 PM 

     Tag Sale Begins ($5  

 admission) 

2 

 

8:00 AM 

   Furniture Bank Tag Sale 

 

 

Turn Your 

Clocks Back 

Tonight! 

3 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

ENDS 

 

12:30 PM 

   Soup Sunday 

2:45 PM 

   New London Meal  

       Center 

3:00 PM 

   Emmaus Planning   

4 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

5 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

6:30 PM 

 Worship Team 

6 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

    Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

7 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

8 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

6:00 PM 

    Family Game Night 

9 

10 

 

12:30 PM 

   Lifelong Learning Team 

3:00 PM 

   Emmaus Planning   

      Meeting 

6:00 PM 

 Rockin’ Ringers 

11 

 

Veteran’s Day 

Office Closed 

 
7:00 PM 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

12 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

5:30 PM  

    Executive Planning  

      Team Meeting 

6:30 PM  

   Fellowship Team  

13 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

    Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

14 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

15 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

16 

 

 

Forward Leadership 

Training (Off-site) 

17 

 

3:00 

 Emmaus Closing  

  Service 

6:00 PM 

 Rockin’ Ringers 

18 
 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

19 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

20 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

    Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

7:00 PM 

   Council  

21 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

 

 

 

22 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

23 

24 25 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

26 

 

9:00 AM 

    Grins & Giggles 

27 
 

9:00 AM 

    Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

    Bible Study 

28 29 

 

 

Offices 

Closed 

30 

 

 

Church Office 

Hours: 

 

Mon.-Thurs.: 

9 AM — 2 PM 

Friday: 

CLOSED 

 

Music Rehearsals: 

 Sun., 12:00 PM — Concert Handbells 

 Mon., 5:00 — Joyful Noise 

 Tues., 7:30 PM — Senior Choir 

 Wed., 12:00 PM — Belles & Beaux 

   4:30 PM — Ring Masters 

   7:00 PM — JuBELLation 

 Thurs., 7:00 PM — Celebrate Team 

Sunday Schedule (unless 

otherwise indicated) 

Worship: 

 8:15 & 11 AM  

Learning Hour: 

 9:30 AM 

Celebrate services: 

 11 AM, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays. 

Emmaus (November 15-17) 

Emmaus 

(Nov. 15-17) 

Pastor Danny Vacation (November 4-14) 

Pastor Danny Vacation 

http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262132497&event_date=10/2/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262132497&event_date=10/2/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262132497&event_date=10/2/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=263106306&event_date=10/9/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262132497&event_date=10/2/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=263106306&event_date=10/9/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=263106306&event_date=10/9/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=263106306&event_date=10/9/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=


St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

Living out the purposes 

of God for us today. 

 

 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Wednesday 

9 am to 2 pm 

Thursday 

11 am to 2 pm 

Friday 

CLOSED 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Danny R. Hammons 

pastordanny@stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 
 

Pastor Sarah Barnes 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 

Associate Pastor 
 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music 
 

Suzanne Wingrove 

suzanne@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 
 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist/Accompanist 
 

Bill Brentnall 

Sexton 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Marty Wood 

martyengrew@gmail.com 

President 
 

Dyann Baker 

DyannBaker@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
 

Jen Gilletti 

gilletti.ri@netzero.net 

Treasurer 

 

Please inform the Church 
Office of any address, 
telephone number, or email 
changes.  Email changes to 
Kathleen, 
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call 
860-646-7897. 

New London 

Meal Center 

Schedule to Serve 

November 3 

 

Cooks: 

 Croteau 

 Heller 

 Oplinger 

 Perkins 

 

Servers: 

 Hanson 

 Koerting 

 Lozier 

 Owsley 


