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From Pastor Danny 
 
 I recently read the book, Luther at Home by T. Stork. We 
all think of Martin Luther as that manic reformer nailing 
proclamations on the church door, defying the religious 
establishment in an effort to reform the church. However, 
to understand Luther as a man, we need to look at his home 
life outside his public career. It is only when he is out of the 

glare of public life and in the quietness of home life with his wife, and children, 
that we see him for what he really is. The source for this book is taken from 
“Table Talks”  (Volume 54 of Luther’s Works – available in our library). The third 
section of this book is “Summer Joys with His Family.”1 It seems appropriate that 
we take a look at this section together for our June reflection. 

The picture on the next page is Luther with his wife, Katerina, and their 
children in the garden near sunset. Luther and Katie’s children were Hans (b. 

(Continued on page 2) 

“We are a Spirit driven Christian community  

of engaged disciples, called to serve, 

love and forgive. ” 
 

We are a 

Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation. 

Summer Joy Full of Summer Pleasure 
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1526); Elizabeth (b. 1527); Magdalene (b. 1529); Martin (b. 
1531); Paul (b. 1533); and Margaret (b. 1534). The child not 
pictured in this art work is Elizabeth who died a few months 
after she was born. The artist depicts the family (and a few 
familiar friends) gathered in the garden under a trellis of 
grapevines loaded with clusters of grapes  

The artist captures what Luther’s summer joys with his 
family looked like as he took time away from his reforming 
work. The scene pictures his love of home, his children, 
nature and flowers. Luther always took notice of God’s 
creation around him. One day in early spring he was watching 
the swelling buds and he exclaimed, “Praise be to God the 
Creator, who out of a dead world makes all alive again. See 
those shoots, how they sprout and swell! Image of the 
resurrection of the dead! Winter is death; summer is the 
resurrection. Between them lie spring and autumn, as the 
period of uncertainty and change. The proverb says: 

‘Trust not a day 
Ere birth of May.’ 

Let us pray our Father in heaven to give us this day our daily 
bread.” 

At another time he said, “We are in the dawn of a new 
era; we are beginning to think something of the natural world 
which was ruined in Adam’s fall. We are learning to see all 
around us the greatness and glory of the Creator. We can see 
the Almighty hand, the infinite goodness, in the humblest 
flower. We praise Him, we glorify Him; we recognize in 
creation the power of his word. He spoke, and it was there. 
The stone of the peach is hard; but the soft kernel swells and 
bursts it when the time comes. An egg—what a thing is that! 
If an egg had never been seen in Europe, and a traveler had 
brought one from Calcutta, how would the world have 
wondered!” 

Let us not forget to take time away from those things 
that keep us locked on a couch or in our “chair” as summer 
unfolds around us. Sit out in the garden with your family and 
enjoy watching nature providing those clues of resurrection 
and life in the midst of turmoil, sadness, and care. Nature is 
still the best picture show we could ever imagine. It’s ok to go 
out with your family, sit on the beach or walk the trails 
(practicing safe distancing from others), packing a picnic 

(Continued from page 1) 

Summer Joy Full of Summer Pleasure (cont’d.) 

1. Stork, T. (1872). Luther at Home (pp. 90–92). Philadelphia: Lutheran Board of 
Publication.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elisabeth_Luther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magdalena_Luther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Luther
https://ref.ly/logosres/lutherathome?ref=Page.p+90&off=795&ctx=buds%2c+he+exclaimed%3a%0a~%E2%80%9CPraise+be+to+God+th
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In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says 
to his disciples, “Remember I am always 
with you, to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). After Jesus 
ascends to heaven, he will no longer be 
the disciples in the way that they are 
used to. Yet Jesus will still be present 
with them, and because of his ascension, 
Jesus is able to be present with all of 
humanity.   

During this challenging time, Jesus is 
with us. We know that God is present in 
our time of need, suffering alongside the 
sick, and desiring health for God’s whole 
creation. Still, after many weeks of 
physical distancing, I’m sure most of us 
have had moments where we’ve felt 
isolated. For some these moments are 
rare, and for others the feeling of 
loneliness is more frequent.  

Here are a few things that help me 
feel connected and keep my spirits up:  

Phone calls. Phone calls with my 
parents, phone calls with people in the 
congregation, and phone calls with 
friends. My phone is getting so much use 

these days as an actual phone, not just 
for texting. Madeline must see a 
difference too because she is suddenly 
holding every toy as if it is a phone and 
paces the living room as she makes her 
pretend phone calls. 

Community Slideshows. When Gina 
put together our first YouTube worship 
video, she threw in a slideshow at the 
end to accompany Kathleen playing the 
postlude. This is now my favorite part of 
the online services. The pictures help me 
imagine our whole congregation being 
together. 

Zoom Coffee Hours. For the amount 
of time I spend on Zoom these days for 
meetings, I still really enjoy our Zoom 
Coffee Hours. Yes, Zoom has its 
challenges. Sometimes the connection is 
spotty or its hard to manage a 
conversation with lots of people, and yet 
I’m comforted and uplifted just by seeing 
everyone’s faces! I also enjoy the peeks 
into homes and backyards.  

There are many questions about 
when and how we will reopen the 

church, especially now that many 
businesses are starting to reopen. The 
truth is, we still don’t know when we will 
reopen our building for worship or what 
in-person worship will look like. There 
are a number of risk factors that in-
person worship has that other activities 
do not have. We have put together a 
reopening team: Nancy Rupert, Bob 
Nelson, Gina Williams, Edna Johnson, 
Carolyn Kracke, and me. We will read 
information from credible sources that 
will help us think through all the 
particulars, create a potential plan, and 
then present the plan to council for 
approval. 

Just as we are not alone as 
individuals, we are also not alone as a 
congregation. We are part of the ELCA 
and more specifically, the New England 
Synod. Bishop Hazelwood’s latest update 
regarding reopening is included in this 
issue of the Scroll. It contains links to 
further resources to guide us in our plans 
of reopening. We are also going to stay 

(Continued on page 9) 

Apart but not Alone 
By Pastor Sarah Barnes 

Two weeks ago, we 

learned St. Luke 

Lutheran church 

received a $66,900 grant/loan from Dime 

Bank under the Payroll Protection 

Program of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act.  This 

program provides small businesses, 

including churches, with resources to pay 

up to 8 weeks of payroll costs including 

benefits. Funds can also be used to pay 

interest on mortgages, rent, and utilities.  

Funds are provided in the form of loans 

that will be fully forgiven when used for 

payroll costs, interest on mortgages, 

rent, and utilities (due to high 

subscription, at least 75% of the forgiven 

amount must be used for payroll).  Our 

Treasurer’s report, which is included in 

this newsletter, provides additional 

details how this money is being used, 

suffice it to say that these additional 

funds will allow us to fulfill our 

commitment to pay our employees as 

well as refund the tuition money that 

families paid for pre-school services that 

were not received because of the closure 

of Grins and Giggles.  Having this funding 

for salaries will enable us to continue our 

important ministries during this 

challenging time.   Thanks go especially 

to our Treasurer, Jen Gilletti, and our 

bookkeeper, Suzanne Wingrove, who 

quickly responded to all the requests for 

information and completed a myriad of 

forms. We are also grateful to Bishop 

James Hazelwood of the New England 

Synod (ELCA) and associate to the 

Bishop, Mark Winzler, for their 

encouragement and guidance and to the 

staff at Dime Bank for their assistance.  

We also are considering the steps we will 

need to take to reopen our building.  At 

its May meeting, the Council created a 

Planning Team that includes 

representatives with medical expertise 

(Continued on page 13) 

From Our Council President  
By Mitch Robinson, Council President 
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*Editor’s Note: There is a binder on the wall outside the work room (the room with the copier in it) that holds a year’s worth of 
Council reports from staff and St Luke teams, as well as minutes from Council meetings, for congregants to peruse. However, since 
the building is currently closed and those reports are not accessible, we are including the May Treasurer’s Report (see pages 8-9) 
and the minutes from the May Council meeting to help keep all informed. 
 
Present via Zoom: Pastor Danny Hammons, Pastor Sarah Barnes, Mitch Robinson, Fawn DeMello, Jennifer Gilletti, Bill Kracke, Pat 
Robbins, Charlie Rogoff, and Liese Zitzkat  
 

OPENING ACTIVITIES: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Council President Mitch Robinson. 

 Pastor Sarah led devotions. 

 The motion was made and passed to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2020 Council meeting.  

 The motion was made and passed to approve the minutes of the April 30, 2020 Council meeting.  

 The motion was made and passed to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2020 Council meeting.  
 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  

 Jennifer Gilletti presented the report. Pledges are ahead of budget by close to $5,000. Grace giving is behind budget by 
about $3,000. Total income is down $3,400, largely because of Grins & Giggles tuition refunds. There is a year-to-date net 
deficit of about $10,600, which is a lower deficit than was budgeted. The Paycheck Protection Program grant has been 
received. 

The motion was made and passed to accept the treasurer's report, all ministry team minutes, and the pastor reports.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Council Vacancy: Leigh Sammons (Evangelism) has resigned from the Council due to outside commitments. Fawn DeMello 

has spoken with one church member about filling the position, and the member is considering it.  
2. Memorial Garden: The motion was made and passed to spend $1250.00 for the memorial garden out of memorial funds. 

This is to pay Eagle Landscaping for shrub removal, cleaning of the garden, and installation of a brick barrier to stop further 
spread of pachysandra. Bob and Joanne Erickson have offered to match the memorial fund expenditure. 

3. COVID-19 Response:  
a. The motion was made to create a Strategic Planning Team. Possible members with relevant expertise have been 

identified. This team would provide recommendations for returning to in-person worship. Their recommendations 
would need to be approved by the Council. The team would also discuss Pastor Danny's retirement celebration, 
currently scheduled for July 19. The motion passed. 

b. The motion was made to continue to pay St. Luke staff at their regular salary rates through the entire time of the St. 
Luke closure. After discussion, the motion was amended to pay St. Luke staff at their regular salary rates through 
August 1, 2020. The motion passed as amended.  

c. The motion was made to suspend St. Luke worship services and close the building until July 1, 2020. The motion was 
amended to suspend worship services and close the building (including to outside organizations) until further notice. 
The motion passed as amended. Pastor. 

4. Transition Process: 
a. Membership Rolls: Kathleen Bartkowski has reviewed/revised the membership rolls. The motion was made and passed to 

approve Kathleen Bartkowski’s report on the membership rolls. 
b. The pastors left the meeting at 8:40 PM. 
c. Call Committee: Fawn DeMello, committee chairperson, led a discussion. The motion was made to allow the Call Committee 

to interview multiple candidates throughout the whole 65 synods that are available. Three candidates at a time would be 
presented, and Pastor Sarah would be one of them. There is a shortage of pastors across the country, which is the reason for 
opening up the search to all 65 synods. The motion passed.  

 

The motion was made and approved to adjourn.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:56 PM, followed by a closing prayer . 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Liese M. Zitzkat, Council Secretary 

Minutes of the May Congregational Council Meeting 
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Music Notes and News 
By Gina Williams, Director of Music and Worship Technology 

On May 5th, an expert panel assembled by the National Association of Teachers of 

Singing (NATS), the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), Chorus America, 

the Barbershop Harmony Society, and the Performing Arts Medical Association, laid 

out a shocking vision for the future of public singing in America: “No Vaccine, No 

Safe Public Singing.”  (See https://www.middleclassartist.com/post/nats-panel-of-

experts-lays-out-sobering-future-for-singers-no-vaccine-no-safe-public-singing) 

 

In a presentation by Dr. Lucinda Halstead, the president of the Performing Arts 

Medical Association and the Medical Director of the Department of Otolaryngology 

at the University of South Carolina, offered the sobering conclusion that there is no 

safe way for singing in any type of gathering. According to studies by the University 

of Maryland, masks do not provide a safe enough barrier for singing. A vivid example 

of this is the church in Washington state where 87% of a choir was infected by one 

person. Half of the choir tested positive after showing symptoms, another 20 or so 

were presumed positive and two died. There are additional examples of churches gathering to worship with the unfortunate 

consequent spread of COVID-19. 

 

So, what does this mean for St. Luke? Sadly, there will be no congregational singing, no praise band and no senior choir until an 

effective treatment or a vaccine is found. Let’s face it, we all love congregational singing whether it is our love of great hymns or 

singing praise music and it will be difficult to do without. However, I do not envision a quiet church service without music! We will 

continue to have inspiring music from Kathleen! And, I believe we will be able  to have handbell music. 

 

The handbell world has been discussing nonstop about how we  

  can safely ring. No longer can ringers stand side by side. We  

   must be appropriately spaced. We cannot share bells with one  

    another. Fortunately, due to a smaller second set of handbells  

     we have on indefinite loan, we do have enough bells enabling  

       each ringer to have their own. Music is also available for as  

        few as 4-6 people as well as up to a full choir of 13. Unlike  

        wind instrumentalists and singers, we are able to wear masks  

as we ring. St. Luke is very blessed to have both the space and equipment to ensure the proper social distancing for handbell  

ringing. Many churches do not. We will be ringing again. 

 

I am longing for the time when we can gather, sing and ring together. What can you and I do in the meantime? We can sing along 

with our worship videos. The words are there intentionally so you are able to sing. Let’s continue to lift our voices! I will continue to 

have special music within our service videos. 

 

As someone who has spent a lifetime making music, I have really missed making music with you. But what I really miss more than 

anything, is the camaraderie we have making music together – we are truly one voice! 

Church Music in the Age of COVID-19 

https://www.middleclassartist.com/post/nats-panel-of-experts-lays-out-sobering-future-for-singers-no-vaccine-no-safe-public-singing
https://www.middleclassartist.com/post/nats-panel-of-experts-lays-out-sobering-future-for-singers-no-vaccine-no-safe-public-singing
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in touch with our church 
neighbors: The United Methodist 
Church of Gales Ferry, St. David 
Episcopal, and Our Lady of 
Lourdes. We are in this together. 
We have support during this 
time, and we can lean on one 
another as we go forward. 
Though we long for a day when 
we can be together again, we 
will not rush this process and 
unnecessarily risk the safety of 
our members and the larger 
community. 

The important thing to 
remember is that we are apart 
but not alone. We have one 
another just a phone call away, 
and Jesus is with us now and 
always.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Apart but not 

Alone (cont’d.) 

Special Edition 

As Pastor Danny nears his retirement 

(July 19 will be his last service), we 

would like to present a special tribute 

to him in the July Scroll.  Do you have 

a memory  or photo of  Pastor Danny 

that you would be willing to share? 

Would you like to express your 

appreciation for his work in ministry? 

Please send your notes, photos, and/

or remembrances  to Kathleen by 

Monday, June 22. You may email 

them to her at Kathleen@stlukegf.org, 

or send them to her home: 48 Gem 

Drive, Colchester, CT  06415. While 

there are other ways to honor Pastor 

Danny being explored, we may not all 

be able to participate in them, but 

anybody can write a letter! 

July Scroll Special Edition 

New Pastor Call Progress 

Profile Team 
By Dyann Baker, Chair 

The Ad Hoc Congregation Profile Team 
is formed when St. Luke begins the call 
process for a new pastor. This team is 
tasked with preparing the Ministry Site 
Profile (MSP) -- a document which will 
guide the next pastor as priorities are 
developed after the acceptance of a call 
to St. Luke. The Ad Hoc Congregation 
Profile Team membership is Dyann 
Baker (Chair), Marty Wood, Cathy Frost, 
Pat Robbins (Council Liaison), Elizabeth 
Brayman, and Rudy Croteau. I am 
honored to serve St. Luke in this role 
and very blessed to have an engaged 
and dedicated team to complete this 
critical part of the call process. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
 
Dyann Baker 

Call Committee 
By Fawn DeMello, Vice President and Chair of the 
Call Committee 

The Call Committee has been selected 

and approved by the Church Council. 

The following members are part of this 

team: Fawn R. DeMello (Chairperson/

Council Representative), Bob Simpson, 

Chad Frost, Jim Sammons, Kelsey Keefe, 

Tom Nolan, and Veronica Rollinson. We 

are going to interview three candidates 

from all over the United States to see 

who is interested in coming to the New 

England Synod. Pastor Sarah Barnes will 

be one of the candidates. We will 

receive from the Synod two other 

names for consideration once the 

Mission Site Profile is completed and 

approved. As more information comes 

forward, we will keep everyone 

informed. Thank you for your support 

and prayers during this transition.  
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May 19, 2120  
 

Dear People of the New England Synod, 
 

As I have said from the very beginning of  
this pandemic, I have confidence and trust  
in your leadership. You continue to make  
wise, thoughtful and faithful decisions, and I 

appreciate the maturity with which you are handling extremely 
challenging forces. 
 

Re-Opening 
Our New England states have initiated various phases of so-
called “re-opening.” In a few states, governors have provided 
guidance which pertain to houses of worship. The guidance 
may have given the impression or may have been interpreted 
as license to “open as usual.” That is not the case! In light of 
that, I want to offer here a path forward for the New England 
Synod: 

 If you have not seen the ELCA Guidance Regarding In-
Person Worship, here is the link. (click here) It’s quite 
helpful, and I encourage you to use it as a foundational 
document in decision making. 

 I encourage you, if you have not already, to begin thinking 
about a phased re-opening of your ministry. I wrote about 
that to you previously. (click here) 

 I believe there is wisdom in proceeding slowly, watching 
and learning from others as they manage their own re-
opening. 

 I strongly recommend that all of our congregations not 
hold any form of in-person indoor worship until at least 
July 1. 

 

In the coming weeks, I will provide additional guidance about 
moving forward. The timeline at the bottom of this letter will 
provide you assistance in your own planning. In the meantime, 
I suggest you engage your congregation council in discussions 
around the following: 

 If you have not already established shepherd or care 
groups, I would encourage you to put that in place. I 
interviewed Pastor John Polk about this for a podcast, 
(listen here) and John’s paper describing this can be found 
here. 

 Now is a good time to contact your insurance carrier. 
Consult with them as to their recommendations regarding 
re-opening. It’s also a good idea to ensure your premiums 
have been paid and your account is up to date. 

 If your congregation has outside organizations that use 
your facility, this is a good time to review contracts and 
ensure up to date proof-of-insurance documents are in 
order. You may wish to inform them of the above July 1 
date as well. 

 

Tomorrow (Wednesday, May 20), I will release a video where I 
discuss in more depth my thinking around re-opening. That 
video will be sent to your email address and posted on our 
various social media platforms. [Click here for that video.] 
 

Holy Communion 
As you may recall, I have also encouraged a synod-wide 
conversation around Holy Communion. What follows is a 
timeline for those conversations as a general timeline for re-
opening plans. 
 

Currently – Everyone is invited to view and read a variety of 
resources on this topic (click here). 
Week of May 25 - I will be releasing a video on the topic of 
Holy Communion. This will be a resource that congregations 
can use for educational purposes. You will receive a link to that 
video. 
May 28th – By this time I expect all of our conferences will have 
met with the pastors and deacons to discuss five questions 
related to this topic. On May 28, my staff and I will be meeting 
with the deans to listen to feedback. You can view the 
discussion questions by clicking here. 
June 6th – Meeting of the New England Synod Council on this 
date. Among several items of business will be a discussion of a 
draft of recommendations on Communion practices along with 
a review of recommendations for re-opening plans. 
June 10th – I will be sending out my letter of recommendations 
regarding the next steps in planning for re-opening as well as 
guidance around Holy Communion. 
 

I hope this outline provides you with a clear path forward. 
Please know that we are not in normal times. Therefore, we 
need to anticipate the need to adjust our plans. Flexibility is no 
longer an option in the church, it is a requirement. 
 

With that in mind, let me be clear about the July 1 date.......... 
I have indicated not reopening until at least July 1. Please do 
not interpret this as a date when you will re-open. There is 
much we do not know 
about this virus still, and 
there are many 
considerations before that 
is an option. 
 

I appreciate your 
dedication to your work, 
your congregations, the 
well-being of all your 
members and the ongoing 
proclamation of the 
Gospel. 
 

Sincerely in Christ 
Bishop James Hazelwood 

Bishop’s Update 

http://bishop.nesynod.org/Returning%20to%20In-person%20Worship.pdf?utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News&utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3
http://bishop.nesynod.org/Way%20back%20in%20January%20we%20had%20church%20life%20edited.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News&utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3&utm_source=Robly.com
https://www.jameshazelwood.net/podcast/2020/3/23/episode-57-ministry-in-a-time-of-pandemic-emergency?utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News
http://bishop.nesynod.org/Ministry%20in%20a%20Time%20of%20a%20Pandemic%20Emergency.pdf?utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News&utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR4SB40Dy5E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.jameshazelwood.net/blog/2020/5/6/resources-for-our-worship-in-a-pandemic-conversations?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News&utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3&utm_source=Robly.com
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=yBauhHdrHeKcRvmqeoNMNXYWM-2Bcy1f-2FbaPInoTgbBiQzwHvTONa94E30hIzs-2B4luLbjTPDAMYj8k8W4lCB1NDoc2dTE-2BFX0QZaFbnYkwdCi29X-2FIml11KbMl0sBirbF7Z-2BVTjxlY4Wf5X1gdbuI566k9QEK1C8RHO0ty8ZT3pb-2B-2BlNZ56V3-2Bnsb1KAVErP5tR7dAwUkv7FcIJ
http://bishop.nesynod.org/Questions%20for%20Conference%20Meetings.pdf?utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NE+Synod+News&utm_content=08d254c09ed6faa878d37a1555179ba3
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So many of us are 
shopping from home 
these days. (I know my 
Amazon orders have 
increased!) Did you know 
that Amazon donates 
0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the 
charitable organization 
of your choice. 
AmazonSmile is the same 
Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, 
same service, even 
Amazon Prime. Support 
St. Luke by shopping at 
smile.amazon.com. Our 
unique charily link is: 
https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/06
-0856603. 

St. Luke continues to serve at the New London Meal Center.  Six 

people are cooking and serving. The team cooked the meal and then 

prepared take-out meals for distribution. One hundred and four 

meals were prepared for “take out” and the Homeless Hospitality 

Center. St. Luke volunteers had no contact with clients. New London 

Meal Center staff distributed meals from carts loaded by our 

volunteers for distribution. Manwich may not be sufficient for July 

primarily because the stores that we regularly use are rationing cans 

and we cannot get sufficient amounts In one trip. Anyone wishing to 

buy extra cans and donate, can call the church and arrange for a 

drop off. We are also 

looking at substituting 

ground turkey for the 

ground beef that we usually 

use as a cost saving 

measure. Our planning 

figure is now 140 – 160 

meals rather than the 

approximately 100 meals in 

the past. NLCMC has 

installed a new gas stove 

which we expect will make 

our cooking go a bit 

smoother. 

Our gardeners have been busy getting the 
community plot ready for a new harvest, all 
while practicing social distancing! 

The water system on the high pressure side 
was an unusual problem this year. A number of 
leaks were found and fixed, but although we 
tried to get the fittings apart, too many years, 
and lots of corrosion prevented us from "just 
replacing the fittings," and hoping for the best. 
We did not want to risk major leak possibilities. 
With so few folks around Church these days, a 
leak could continue undetected for a long time. 
We finally replaced the water supply hose 
completely. 

The seedlings were “hardened off” and 
planted on May 21. Diane Geer had been 
hardening plants in her barn, Ledyard High 
School supplied some, and the Hellers prepared 
a bunch at their home. Any extra seedlings will 
be given to other community gardens. 

Outreach Ministry 

Community Garden 

New London Meal Center 

Social distancing while planting the garden. 

Ray Heller, Jeanne Loomis, Elaine Remondi-Simpson, Betty Ziemba 
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Pray for healing: 
  Carol Hurlbutt 
  Terry Blair 
  Glenn Rupert 
  Bill 
  Robert Walsh 
  Rayanne Lehman 
  Leigh Sears 
  Sharron Wallace 
  Kim Perkins 
  Fred Launer 
  Hugh Busey 
  Herb Holmstedt 
  Janeese Watson 
  Ethel Haugland 
  Neb Smith 
  Sharon Kapner 
  Nancy Dooley 
  Alex Hetzel 
  Linda and her son, Billy  
  Jeanne Sullivan 
  Martin 
  Jim 

  Charlotte 
  Ron Podijil 
  Patty Rennegarbe 
  Ken Plante 
  Eric Eitel 
  Jennifer & Pete Stred 
  Gloria Breitenbach 
  Joe Mazur  
  Christopher Bystrak 
  Lynn Minichino 
  Jean Pierce 
  Melanie Savage 
  Stephanie Lucas 
  Sara 
 
Pray for those who are grieving: 
 the families and friends of: 
  Art Hackett 
 
Pray for deployed military: 
  Patrick Wimmermark 
  Abigail Simmons 
 

Pray for homebound: 
  Lynn Minichino 
  Marnie Reubelt 
  Ruth Going 
  Dale Arnold 
  
Pray for those with other concerns: 
  essential and healthcare workers  
  Ryan, Nicole, Caleb  
  Saditha  
  Teddy and Aaron 
  Chikumbuso Project 

Prayer List 

If you would like to add a prayer 

request to the Weekly, please 

email Kathleen at 

kathleen@stlukegf.org or call the 

office at 860-464-7897, ext. 10 

and leave a message. 

Together Apart 

Missing your St. Luke family? Join us on Sunday mornings for Coffee Hour! We have been meeting virtually via Zoom. It’s easy 

to use. Just follow this link: https://zoom.us/j/662577225?pwd=SmhoKzRkU2o2UFpWU2prK2NIU3NaZz09. The Meeting ID is: 

662 577 225 and the Password is: 785924. Don’t have a computer? You can join us by phone! Dial 1 646 558 8656 US (New 

York). Meeting ID and Password are the same and do not change from week to week. We hope to see you Sunday! If you 

have any questions, please contact Pastor Sarah or Kathleen. 

Join Us for Sunday Morning Coffee Hour! 

Top row: Pastor Danny; Pastor Sarah and Madeline Barnes; Karen & Mike Wuesthoff; Jeanne & Helmut Steinnagel; Elaine Lettiere  

Second row: Ray & Penny Heller; Carolyn & Bill Kracke; Pam Suplicki; Kathleen Bartkowski; Ruth Dirlam (from Vermont!) 

Bottom row: Brad & Crystal Dame; Pat Robbins; Larry & Jean Wolfgang (from Pennsylvania!) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nhHGjT2byJP_nnsXwZesSu2zjHRX-MMxHMEHJewGEpF-dOv0yZIdUFXz_giXI6RZRQfnFJ0gS7SIdj9opsuxwOyiHctoLgbF6Tla2a_oCeGW8rAS8voKHhYoU6xhV79JUK2WgQ2gwZo5YxSJDzK7sNCuDJ_ODgbgzoRE-AAPG8DXGGbgMoji_fS_sBL6czVhXy378Rf-vxrPsxCeTDqqHUVffXI22lzTWf7w
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Celebrations 

6/1 
 Marnie Reubelt 
6/3 
 Debbie Main 
6/4 
 Helmut Steinnagel 
6/7 
 Eleanor Leuth 
6/8 
 Kellie August 
 Luke Frost 
6/4 
 Deb Wisniewski 
6/12 
 Logan Dame 
6/14 
 Steve Johnson 
6/4 
 Owen Bynon 
6/16 
 Kyle Moran 
 Vern Brasel 
6/21 
 Charlotte Johnson 
* Finnigan Stefanowsicz 
6/22 
 Noah Eastbourne 
 William Reynolds 
 
6/24 
 Norm Owsley 
 Marge Johnson 
 Kendra Lessing 

6/26 
 Sue Anderson 
 Tyler Palumbo 
6/27 
 Mike Wuesthoff 
6/28 
 Emily Fraenkel 
6/30 
 Jeanne Loomis 
 

6/5 
 Travis & Phyllis Turner (35) 
6/1 
 Karen & Justin Aleshire (2) 
6/11 
 Sarah & Burton Barnes (4) 
6/12 
 Phil & Lynn Minichino (27) 
 Jennifer & Alexander Nicki (10) 
6/14 
 Bob & Joanne Erickson (62) 
 
 
6/25 
 Charlie & Sue Anderson (54) 
 Michael & Lauren Bynon (4) 
 
 
 
 
 

6/26 
 Bob Simpson & Elaine 
  Remondi-Simpson (38) 
 Marc & /Leah Lozier (28) 
6/28 
 Vern & Rose Marie Brasel (68) 
 

6/?? 
 Kevin Fraenkel 
6/1 
 Steve Zegarzewski 
6/6 
 Kristian Balinski 
6/7 
 Penny Heller 
6/12 
 Tyler Zitzkat 
6/14 
 Mitch Robinson 
6/16 
 Camarrah Stanley 
6/19 
 Stephanie Loomis 
6/27 
 Jessica Vajdos 

Did we miss your celebration?  Please call the church office, 860-

464-7897, or e-mail Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we can be sure to 

honor your special day! 

and from our Ministry Teams.  This 

team will review the guidance from the 

Centers for Disease Control, the 

national church and the Synod and 

make recommendations to the Council 

covering reopening the building and 

returning to in-person worship.  Even 

when we return to in-person worship, 

we have parishioners who are unable to 

come to the building either because 

they are members of vulnerable 

populations that should not be in 

groups of people or due to limited 

travel resources.  Consequently, we will 

be looking at ways to improve our 

infrastructure for distance worship, 

learning, fellowship, outreach, and 

participation.  For example, the Synod 

has already developed guidance for 

virtual participation in Congregational 

meetings. We would welcome any 

suggestions from those of you who 

have used conferencing and teaching 

platforms at work or at school.  I have 

heard the expression that the church’s 

mission is to bring people to Jesus as if 

Jesus were a fixed point on a map like a 

building.  We are now being beckoned 

to the greater adventure of bringing 

Jesus to people wherever they are. 

(Continued from page 3) 

From Our Council President (cont’d.) 
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Kids’ Page 

Happy Father’s Day! 
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Church Calendar of Events 
June 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 

 

1:00 PM 

 Staff Meeting via  

  Zoom 

6:00 PM 

 Pastor Sarah— 

  Facebook Live  

  Dinner Church 

4 5 6 

7 

 

9:30 AM 

 YouTube Video  

  worship service  

  Available 

10:30 AM 

 Coffee Hour via  

  Zoom 

2:45 PM  

 New London Meal 

  Center 

8 9 

 

7:00 PM 

 Executive Council  

  via Zoom 

10 

 

1:00 PM 

 Staff Meeting via  

  Zoom 

6:00 PM 

 Pastor Sarah— 

  Facebook Live  

  Dinner Church 

11 12 

7:00 PM 

 Hallelujah for  

  Handbells (past  

  performances)  

  available on  

  YouTube  

13 

14  

 

9:30 AM 

 YouTube Video  

  worship service  

  available 

10:30 AM 

 Coffee Hour via  

  Zoom 

15 16 17 

 

1:00 PM 

 Staff Meeting via  

  Zoom 

6:00 PM 

 Pastor Sarah— 

  Facebook Live  

  Dinner Church 

18 

 

7:00 PM 

 Congregational  

  Council via Zoom 

19 20 

21 Fathers Day 

 

9:30 AM 

 YouTube Video  

  worship service  

  Available 

10:30 AM 

 Coffee Hour via  

  Zoom 

22 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

23 

 

24 

 

1:00 PM 

 Staff Meeting via  

  Zoom 

6:00 PM 

 Pastor Sarah— 

  Facebook Live  

  Dinner Church 

25 26 

 
27 

 

28 

 

9:30 AM 

 YouTube Video  

  worship service  

  Available 

10:30 AM 

 Coffee Hour via  

  Zoom 

29 

 

30     

ALL activities in the 
St. Luke building 
are CANCELLED 

until further notice. 
Attend meetings via Zoom. 

See page 6 for ways 
to stay connected. 



St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

A Spirit Driven Christian 

Community of Engaged 

Disciples, Called to Serve, 

Love and Forgive. 

 

 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Please call ahead 

860-464-7897 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Danny R. Hammons 

pastordanny@stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 
 

Pastor Sarah Barnes 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 

Associate Pastor 
 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music 
 

Suzanne Wingrove 

suzanne@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 
 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist 
 

Bill Brentnall 

Sexton 

 

 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Mitch Robinson 

mimarobinson@aol.com 

President 
 

Fawn DeMello 

fdemello@comcast.net 

Vice-President 
 

Jen Gilletti 

gilletti.ri@netzero.net 

Treasurer 

 

Please inform the Church 
Office of any address, 
telephone number, or email 
changes.  Email changes to 
Kathleen, 
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call 
860-646-7897. 

New London Meal Center 

Schedule to Serve 

 

 

 

June 7 

Penny Heller 

Ray Heller 

Judy Owsley 

Norm Owsley 

Amy Sindel 

Dennis Sindel 

See page  for ways you can help! 

mailto:mimarobinson@aol.com
mailto:fdemello@comcast.net
mailto:gilletti.ri@netzero.net

