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The Scroll
Blessed Are Those Who Mourn
From Pastor Danny
“Blessed are those who mourn…
for they shall be comforted.” Matt 5:4
The Beatitudes of Jesus are typically Jewish “blessings” in
their form and content. They also outline the virtues or the
mindset that Jesus considered important in the Kingdom of
God. This particular beatitude quoted above is rooted in the
essential work of the Messiah.
In Luke’s gospel (Luke 4:16-22) we read that after Jesus had been tempted
in the wilderness he returned to his hometown of Nazareth. As was his practice,
he went to the Synagogue on the Sabbath and there he read the scripture of the
day from Isaiah (61:1-3).
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind
Continued on page 4
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Blessed Are Those Who Mourn (cont’d.)
Continued from page 1
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day
of vengeance of our God to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion – to bestow
on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil
of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of
praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be
called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.
After Jesus had read this scripture he said, “Today, this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus is proclaiming his
Messiahship. According to Matthew’s gospel, Jesus’ very
first sermon was his declaration of the Kingdom of God in
the Jewish blessing-style of preaching (The Beatitudes). But
unlike some of the Jewish blessings, there is no immediate
reward or payback. Jesus is talking about like in the Kingdom
of God, which both has and has not yet come!
“Blessed are those who mourn… for they shall be
comforted.”
This past year we
have lost four of our
faithful members,
Ginny, Jamie, Ellen
and Shirley. They are missed and we mourn their loss. But at
the same time, our lives have been filled with so much joy
for having known them. Their witness of the risen Lord has
been a beacon that has shown us the oil of gladness instead
of mourning and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of
despair. They were truly oaks of righteousness that were
with us as a display of God’s life-giving glory and splendor.

I wrote the above poem while thinking about this
particular Beatitude. It’s hard to see how those who mourn
are blessed. Many Christians, bless their hearts, become
instant psychologists when they deal with someone else’s
grief. We use phrases that are inappropriate at best, and
cruel at their worst. When Jesus encountered people who
were mourning, he never said, “It was for the best.” He never
said, “Everyone has to go sometime, I guess it was his/her
time.” Jesus never looked at death and said, “It’s the will of
God.” How could these statements comfort anyone? If death
is the will of God, Jesus obviously was not in God’s will when
he raised Jarius’ daughter (Lk 8:49-53); or when he raised the
widow’s only son (Lk 7:12-17); or when he raised Lazarus
from the death (Jn 11:1-44). If death is the will of God then
why would Jesus commission the twelve to go out to the lost
sheep of Israel preaching… “The kingdom of heaven is near…
heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out
demons…” (Matt 10:6-8).
The reality of grief is that it takes time to reflect, to go
through the darkness of loss to find that renewed sense of
hope in God’s promise. The reality of grief is that it leaves us
numb, confused,
and completely
exhausted. It
becomes difficult
to focus even on
the most simple of tasks. We need to be very patient with
those who grieve and mourn because everything is amplified
for them in their grief.
We give comfort by being a loving presence and not by
offering our philosophy but crying with those who are in
tears. Allowing the grieving to lash out sometimes in their
loss. We love them by being patient, listening and allowing
them time to heal. We love them by praying for them.
It is our triune God who is the ultimate source of our
comfort. Through God’s love, the Holy Spirit abides with us
and cries out on our behalf when we are mourning and don’t
know how to pray. Jesus called the Holy Spirit, “the
comforter.” In and through the Spirit of God, our God loves
and comforts all who mourn. It is our God, the God of love,
comforting all who mourn.
Our comfort lies in the promise God has spoken. It is a
promise that cannot and will not be broken. Of our
resurrection we can be sure that it is true. Because it too is a
promise given to me and to you. May the God of peace, love
and life comfort you always… both in the times we rejoice
and in the times when we mourn.
Pastor Danny

Blessed are they that Mourn...

Blessed are they that Mourn
“Blessed are they that Mourn”
What an odd phrase when we are torn
Separation from those we love
Our Spirits turned downward
Not looking above.
We weep with tears not sown with happiness
But with seeds of rejection and deep sadness.
Our hearts break when life comes to an end
For our loved ones, companions and dearest friends.
How can we be blessed in the darkest of hours?
With dreams of a future no longer ours.
Our souls scream out as we long for those who depart
In sorrow’s grip, we cry with open wounds in our hearts.
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Ordinary Time
By Pastor Sarah Barnes

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter,
Pentecost. The church year is made up of different
liturgical seasons. The summer and most of fall, is
referred to as “The time after Pentecost,” or “Ordinary
Time.” What do we do with Ordinary Time?
In seminary, my friend Peter suggested jokingly,
“During the summer, we should do a preaching series
where we read inspiring sermons from throughout
history. We would call it Extraordinary Preaching in
Ordinary Time, and as a bonus, we wouldn’t have to
write sermons all summer!” Most of what I learned in
Divinity School was from my brilliant classmates.
All kidding aside, how we think about Ordinary Time
starts with how we think about the word ordinary. We
might equate the word ordinary with boring or dull.
There’s nothing special or remarkable about the
ordinary.
But maybe we should give more credit and attention

to all that is ordinary. A couple celebrating a milestone
anniversary knows that the way you make it to 30, 40 or
50 years together is the way you treat one another every
day. It’s the ordinary days that make a difference. It’s the
ordinary days that make the anniversary worth
celebrating. Ordinary Time is like the weeknight meals that
mark the time between huge holiday feasts. These meals
are often overlooked, but they are the meals that sustain
us. We wouldn’t be here without them.
So, don’t let Ordinary Time fool you. Every time we gather
for worship, whether on a holiday or a regular ol’ day, God
is present and alive in the reading of the Word, in the
Bread and Wine, and in the people who are gathered.
Ordinary Time is how we sustain and build our relationship
with God. Holidays give us a reason to celebrate. But
another reason to celebrate is that we have a God who is
present with us each and every ordinary day.

Staff Summer Core Hours
St. Luke pastors and staff will hold office hours during the
following times this summer, beginning the week of June 12.
Appointments may be made outside of these times.
Pastor Danny: Monday through Thursday, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Note: Pastor Danny will be on sabbatical July 9 through September 30.
Pastor Sarah: Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Church Office: Monday through Wednesday, 8:00 AM-12:30 PM; Thursday 10:30 AM-1:00 PM
Gina Williams, Director of Music: Monday through Thursday, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
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Music Notes and News
By Gina Williams, Director of Music

Hallelujah for Handbells
I can’t believe the end of the year is upon us. All five
handbell choirs have been diligently rehearsing for our
celebratory concert. The concert will include
contemporary pop music, a jazz classic, original
compositions, Disney, and traditional music. Please
mark your calendars to be here on Friday night, June
8th at 7 p.m. to support all the ringers of St. Luke as
they conclude this year of ringing by once again ringing
and singing Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah”.

Tell Us Your Favorite Hymns and Celebrate Songs!
Have a favorite hymn you like to sing?
Is there a Celebrate song that you love?
Here’s your chance! On June 3 and 10, a
table will be set up in the Narthex with sign
-up sheets on it. Hymnals and a list of
Celebrate songs will be available to peruse.
The hymns will be used throughout July
and August. The Celebrate songs you
choose will be used on June 17, Celebrate
Sunday.
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Sign up
begins

June
3rd

May I Dream?
By Gina Williams, Director of Music
A number of people have commented about the glorious sound that the lowest bass
choir (hand) chimes added to our handbell music during the Tenebrae service. These
very large chimes were borrowed from Shoreline Ringers (thank you to Jane Nolan)
and added a depth of tone to our music that was breathtaking. It is a goal of mine to
acquire our own set in the future. More handbell composers have included this
octave of chimes in their music. Through Memorial funding in spring of 2014 we were
blessed in the purchase of the upper bass chimes. We have added these to all of our
advanced music now. However, can I dream again??? The Malmark lower 7 th octave
of choir chimes consists of 7 chimes measuring 48.5 to 67 inches tall. Individual
chimes cost $760 apiece. However, when purchased with the cases and necessary
rack to hold the chimes the total cost is $6790. This does not include shipping (But I
would be happy drive to Pennsylvania for them!). I will continue to dream!!!

Community Garden News
Council Notes
By Marty Wood, Council
President
As our children complete the academic school
year and are home for the summer, our lives
become busier (if that is possible). As you plan for
local enrichment activities, fun activities and the
FAMILY vacation make time for Volunteerism. As
the Church transitions into its summer schedule of
worship and activities, volunteers are needed to
support and enrich many events at church.
Volunteers are always needed for the following
initiatives: Vacation Bible School, Ushers, Lay
Readers, Acolytes, Assisting Ministers, Community
Garden, Memorial Garden, Mowing and tending to
the yard and the church’s buildings.
Additionally, as Pastor Danny starts his welldeserved sabbatical (July 9 through September 30),
Pastor Sarah will need additional volunteers to visit
St. Luke members undergoing rehab, hospitalized,
recovering at home and home bound.
So when contacted by anyone to serve, please
remember the chorus of a frequently sung hymn.
“Here I am Lord”
Shalom,
Marty
Isaiah 6:8

By Ray Heller
As of May 24, the planting at the Community Garden
should be completed. Peppers and squash will be
planted on that Saturday.
Ongoing projects include the construction of two
trellises, and installation of shelves in the Garden Shed.
There are several other projects which can be done at
one’s convenience.
We extend a welcome to some new volunteers to
help us keep up with harvesting, and some weeding.
Harvesting will probably occur once during the week
(Wednesday) and every Saturday when the season is
underway. Please see Elaine Simpson if you are available
to help out with harvesting. Transport to New London
Community Meal Center during the week will also be
needed.
The automatic watering system has been operational
since mid May.
Thank you to all our volunteers. Please know we
could really use some more help with our regular chores.
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We Did It Again, But It Wasn’t the Same without You...
By Mike and Karen Wuesthoff
We really missed Ginny Jacobsen and Shirley Harrington, who for years sorted
and tagged donated jewelry and presided over the jewelry table during our furniture
bank tag sales. And we missed Shirley’s red, white, and blue bows, and Ginny’s almond
bread!
Before the sale, we obsessed and prayed about the rainy weather forecast, and
as usual, God came through for us. For you, it may have been a gloomy wet weekend.
For us it was ideal – cool and dry for the Friday evening sale, and just rainy enough on
Saturday to keep people away from their gardening and bring them to the sale. As
usual, mountains of high-quality stuff were donated for the sale, most of it by St. Luke
members. We made a respectable $5,801 – enough to pay our phone bill and for the
lockers we maintain at Cube Smart to store donated furniture, with a bit left over to
augment the grant funds we use to buy beds for people in financial need.
Almost everything came in early enough in the week that we were able to sort,
display, and price it before the start of the sale, and no unwanted items that would have
been difficult to dispose of were delivered in the dead of night. As usual, a substantial
amount of unsold merchandise remained at the end of the sale. Some of it was retained
for the next tag sale, some was given to Friends of Maria for their thrift store in Taftville,
some was taken to Goodwill, and the remaining clothing was taken to local clothing
drops. The rest was put in a dumpster in the parking lot, but because our industrious
volunteers took so much to worthy causes, we only used about a third of the space we had expected to fill.
We had lots of help during the sale, and an efficient cleanup crew on Saturday. We brought in and set up tables and
bookcases from our storage shed on Sunday, arranged and priced sale items Monday through Friday, held the sale Friday
from 6 to 8 pm and Saturday from 8 to 2, and had the place cleaned up by 4:30.
With apologies to anyone we may have left out (please sign in if you help!), thanks to: Sue Anderson, Trudi Busey,
Alice Carter, Dawn Chapman, Gail Chernansky, Sue Conley, Rudy and Carol Croteau, Sue and Aiden Davis, Andy and Debbie
Eld, Joanne Erickson, Dave Etris, Kari Hammen, Diane Hansen, Ray and Penny Heller, Chawn Johnson, Marge Johnson, Jack
Kelly, Carolyn Kracke, Linda Martin, Robin and Bob Nelson, Al Nordquist, Norm and Judy Owsley, Mark Pitluck, Mike
Richardson, Cathy Ross, Melanie, Bekah, and Noah Savage, Amy, Dennis and Rebecca Sindel, Kristen Smart, Kathy and Jerry
Swope, Pauline Wanner, Janeese Watson, Karen Wilding, Linda Wilkinson, Sandy Wimmermark, Larry and Jean Wolfgang,
Marty and Pat Wood, and Mark and Michelle Wuesthoff. God bless you all!

Ecumenical Vacation Bible School
Save the dates: August 13-17
Hosted by St. David Episcopal Church
St. David will need plenty of youth and adult volunteers to make the week a success. If you’re interested in
volunteering your time, please contact Diane St. Laurent, dianestlaurent@comcast.net, or attend the next planning
meeting, Tuesday, June 5 th at 6:00 pm in the library at St. David.
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Kids’ Page

In Honor of Father’s Day!
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Celebrations
6/4
Helmut Steinnagel
6/7
Jack Kelly
6/12
Logan Dame
6/16
Kyle Moran
Vern Brasel
6/19
Ruth Dirlam
6/21
Charlotte Johnson
6/22
William Reynolds
6/24
Norm Owsley
Marge Johnson
Kendra Lessing
6/26
Sue Anderson
Tyler Palumbo
6/27
Brian Dirlam
Mike Wuesthoff
6/28
Emily Fraenkel
6/30
Jeanne Loomis

6/1
Paul & Carla Henschel
6/5
Travis & Phyllis Turner
6/6
Marc Benoit & Kirsten
Holmstedt-Benoit
6/11
Sarah & Burton Barnes
6/14
Bob & Joanne Erickson
6/22
Joan Lambert & Mark Goddette
6/25
Charlie & Sue Anderson
6/26
Marc & Leah Lozier
Bob Simpson & Elaine
Remondi-Simpson
6/28
Vern & Rose Marie Brasel

6/??
Kevin Fraenkel
6/1
Mary Baudro
6/6
Livy Jones
Kristian Balinski
6/7
Penny Heller
6/12
Tyler Zitzkat
6/14
Mitch Robinson
6/16
Camarrah Stanley
Suzette Roan
6/19
Stephanie Loomis
6/27
Jessica Vajdos

Did we miss your celebration? Please call the church office, 860464-7897, or e-mail Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we can be sure to
honor your special day!

Congratulations to Bob & Joanne Erickson as they mark
their 60th Wedding Anniversary and to Joan Lambert &
Mark Goddette as they mark their 11th Anniversary
in June!

May God continue to bless them and their families.
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9

Beth Hundley

Ray Heller, Pauline Wanner,
Dick Wimmermark

11:00

9:30

Carl Smith,
Bob & Robin Nelson

Cathy Hanson

Penny Heller

Hugh Busey, John Robbins,
Chuck Fear

11:00

6/24

Cathy Hanson

Mark & Louise Larson,
Mark Pitluck

8:15

6/17

Rose Marie
Brasel

Dennis & Dawn Anderson,
Mitch Robinson

8:15

6/10

Debbie Eld

Marty & Pat Wood, Lee
Beale

11:00

Altar
Guild

Jeanette Lang

Ushers

Dennis Sindel, Mark Pitluck

Greeters

8:15

6/3

Date

Jack Kelly

Trina Reynolds

Robin Nelson

Dyann Baker

Elaine RemondiSimpson

Leigh Sammons

Heather
Colletti

Liese Zitzkat

Jerry Swope

Cindy MasonJones

Sandy
Wimmermark

Terry Blair

Laurie Crawford

Communio
n Deacons

Mary Ellen
Robeson

Lay
Readers

Anna Lettiere

Lily Kuhn

Bonnie Fear

Cameron
Reynolds,
Sara Cox

Felix Vajdos

Larry
Wolfgang

Jill Larson

Terry Blair

Jill Larson

Bonnie Fear

Terry Blair

Roger Hanson

Jean Swiontek

Assisting Assisting
Ministers Ministers

Dean Bosse

Mike Mason,
Roni Rollinson

Dave Etris,
Elizabeth Smart

Dean Bosse

Tech Team

Mikayla Zitzkat

Josh Robeson and
Emmy Hundley

Boden and Luke
Frost

Nikolas and
Jessica Vajdos

Nicholas
Haugland

Acolytes

ST. LUKE—SCHEDULE TO SERVE – May 2017

Prayer List
Pray for Healing:
 Scott Davis
 Carl Seifert
 John Perkins
 Alex
 Fran, Costa, and Anna
 Kyle Moran
 Ashley Bergeron
 Jane Cassell
 Robert Falconi
 Ed Davis
 Chris Andis
 Avery Silva
 Bill Seibert
 Nancy Seibert
 Susan Swetland
 Alex Fear
 Kenneth
 Ethel Haugland
 Grant Rogers
 Mark Ostevik
 Christopher Bystrak
 Ray Perkins
 Lynn Minichino
 Jean Pierce
 Jeff Griffin
 Melanie Savage
 Monica
 Louis LaForge
 Stephanie Lucas
 Sara
 Mariann Mazur

Pray for those who are
grieving for:
 Shirley Harrington

Pray for our deployed
military:
 Mitchell Takenaka
 Garrett Lueth
 Steve Johnson

Pray for our homebound:
 Marnie Reubelt
 Corri Bradley
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Pray for Those with Other Concerns:
 Teddy and Aaron
 Marco LaForge
 Jeff
 Chikumbuso Project

If you would like to add a prayer request to the
Weekly, please complete the Prayer Request
form on the reverse side of the yellow
Connections form. Leave the form in the pew
and the ushers will collect them and turn them
in to the church office. You can also add a
prayer request by calling the office at 860-4647897.

Scroll Deadline
The deadline for the July/August Scroll is
Monday, June 25. Articles may be
submitted as hard-copy or via e-mail to
Kathleen@stlukegf.org.

DEADLINE

Church Calendar of Events
June
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Pastor Danny vacation
3
*Healing Ministry
Choral Sunday

4
7:00 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study

5
6:30 PM
Worship Team Mtg

6
10:30 AM
Bible Study
12:00 PM
Belles & Beaux
4:00 PM
Ring Tones
5:45PM
Dinner Church
7:00 PM
JuBELLation

8:15 AM
Worship
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
11:00 AM
Worship
12:30 PM
Concert Handbells
2:45 PM
New London Meal
Center

7
5:00 PM
Ring Masters
7:00 PM
Celebrate Rehearsal

8

9

7:00 PM
Hallelujah for
Handbells!

New England Synod Assembly
Pastor Danny vacation

10
11
8:15 AM
7:00 PM
Worship
Pastor’s Bible Study
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
Wedding—Justin
Aleshire and
Karen Moorehead
11:00 AM
Celebrate Worship

12
10:00 AM
Tuesday Morning
Small Group
5:30 PM
Executive Council
6:30 PM
Fellowship Team Mtg
7:00 PM
Lifelong Learning

13
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church

14
1:00 PM
Staff Mtg
7:00 PM
Celebrate Rehearsal

15

16

19
10:00 AM
Tuesday Morning
Small Group

20
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church
7:00 PM
CONGREGATIONAL
COUNCIL

21
1:00 PM
Staff Mtg

22

23

27
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church

28
7:30 PM
Crop Walk Meeting

Pastor Danny vacation
17
8:15 AM
Worship
9:30 AM
Learning Hour
Outreach Ministry
Team Mtg.
11:00 AM
Celebrate Worship

18
7:00 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study

24

25

9:30 AM
Summer Worship
Schedule Begins

SCROLL
DEADLINE

26
10:00 AM
Tuesday Morning
Small Group
7:00 PM
Evangelism Team
Meeting

Confirmation Lock-In
29

30

ELCA Youth Gathering
Our Summer Worship Schedule
begins on June 24.
We will hold one service at 9:30 AM.

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Wed. — 8 AM-2:30 PM
Thurs.—10:30 PM-4:00 PM
Friday—CLOSED

Summer Office Hours,
beginning June 18:
Mon.-Wed. — 8 AM-12:30 PM
Thurs.—10:30 PM-1:00 PM
Friday—CLOSED
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Please inform the Church
Office of any address,
telephone number, or email
changes. Email changes to
Kathleen,
kathleen@stlukegf.org or call
860-646-7897.

New London Meal Center
Schedule to Serve

June 3
Cooks:
Etris
LaForge
Sindel
Perkins
Servers:
Hanson
Koerting
Owsley
Savage
Watson
Wimmermark

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Ph. 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Emergency #: 860-373-7190
www.stluke.org
Office Hours:
Monday—Wednesday
8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Thursday
10:30 am to 4:00 pm
Friday
CLOSED
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor Danny R. Hammons
pastordanny@stlukegf.org
Lead Pastor
Pastor Sarah Barnes
pastorsarah@stlukegf.org
Associate Pastor
Gina Marie Williams
gina@stlukegf.org
Director of Music

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06331
Phone: 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Website: stlukegf.org
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Living out the purposes
of God for us today.

Suzanne Wingrove
suzanne@stlukegf.org
Bookkeeper
Kathleen Bartkowski
kathleen@stlukegf.org
Parish Administrator
Organist/Celebrate Accompanist
Bill Brentnall
Sexton
Officers of the Congregation
Marty Wood
martyengrew@gmail.com
President
Dyann Baker
DyannBaker@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President
Jen Gilletti
jennifer.l.gilletti@pfizer.com
Treasurer

