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“We are a Spirit driven Christian community  

of engaged disciples, called to serve, 

love and forgive. ” 
 

We are a 

Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation. 

If you’re a planner, a goal setter or a resolution-maker, then 
you might have a word of the year. A word of the year is simply a 
word you choose in January to help guide and focus your 
priorities all year long. Words such as “gratitude,” “family,” or 
“persistence” might act as a guiding light. During the year as you 
juggle a busy schedule and many commitments, you’ll return to 
your word to help discern the best path.  

For St. Luke, evangelism is the word of 2020! At St. Luke we have an Evangelism 
Team, a small group of committed individuals who do awesome work. However, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Word of the Year: Evangelism (cont.) 

evangelism is the work of the whole Church. As we move 
through the year, planning events, worshiping together, and 
being stewards of our resources, I hope that we will continue 
come back to the word evangelism to lead and inspire us.  

The word evangelism derives from Greek, and it simply 
means to proclaim the good news. It’s easy, really! Below are a 
few ways that might take shape. You’ll notice from the list 
below that many of the ideas are things we already do, but 
what if we consider them through the lens of evangelism? How 
might these ministries expand or change?  
 

Evangelism Team  
Continue to register St. Luke for participation in town 

events, such as New London Pride, Ledyard Fair, Trunk or Treat, 
and the Memorial Day Parade. What other events can we 
participate in? Think of ways to get our information to new 
town residents and to the Navy Base. Inspire others in the 
congregation to think about evangelism with articles in the 
Scroll throughout the year. Have pens, bags or other giveaways 

made. These can be great conversation starters when you’re 
lending someone a pen or shopping at the grocery store. Help 
host New Members Classes throughout the year offering several 
opportunities to those worshipping with St. Luke to join as 
members.  
 

Fellowship Team  
Host events that encourage members of the congregation 

to bring a friend. Sometimes an invitation to worship is too big 
of a step, but an invitation to a dinner or show at church can 
feel more comfortable. Hosting funeral receptions is an act of 
evangelism. Often families are so touched by the love shown 
after the death of a loved one that they start to worship with St. 
Luke at other times of the year. Perhaps there is a way to bring 
families with young children together. This is a quickly growing 
group at St. Luke! Some early-service people haven’t met some 
late-service people. I’ve often thought about how fun it would 
be to do congregation “speed-dating” to help these groups get 
to know each other.  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Can you believe it, it is a new year! What do we think will 

happen in this new year? I know that many of us will make 

resolutions for the coming year, and they will probably be 

forgotten by the end of January. What about resolutions for 

St. Luke. Is it time that we make some New Year’s 

Resolutions? What might they look like? Our budget is one 

way of making our resolutions an ongoing mission.  

I personally believe that we are in the business of 

preaching the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven and all 

that goes along with it. We are people of faith and there is a 

lot that we can consider for 2020 resolutions for our church. 

But we all must make them, they cannot be just the vision of 

a few, but of the body of Christ, here in this place where we 

gather to worship God, St. Luke Lutheran Church. 

St. Luke is a community of faith that is vibrant and 

loving. We accept others, as they are, not by any 

preconditions or status. As a loving and committed 

community of faith, what does it look like to serve, love, heal 

and forgive those around us? All of our efforts are not just 

local but are also statewide, national, and global efforts.  

Serving the community is reaching out to people of all 

persuasions, places of origins, religious affiliations, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation, and economic status. Serving the 

community is worshiping in a way that draws people to the 

cross, to the Kingdom of God. Serving the community is 

reaching out in love to help those who cannot help 

themselves. We don’t need to rely on the old cliché that 

people need to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps. 

Sometimes, people are not given the opportunity to do so. If 

we feel like we did and so should they, perhaps we should 

think about who we are and what privileges we have that 

others do not have in the work place, in housing, or in 

economic development. Serving the community means that 

we don’t have preconditions on our ability to serve. We serve 

and wash the feet of those who might have filthy feet, who 

have walked where we would never walk. Why? Because 

Jesus did and he told us that we ought to wash one another’s 

feet, even the feet of a Judas who handed Jesus over; even 

(Continued on page 3) 

Serve, Love, Heal and Forgive: 

Resolutions that we Can Live By 
By Pastor Danny 
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the feet of Peter who betrayed and 

denied Jesus; even the feet of all the 

other disciples who ran away when Jesus 

was arrested (see John 13:14). 

Loving the community is loving the 

community no matter what. After all, 

Jesus told us to love one another as we 

love ourselves. If we don’t want to be 

criticized, don’t criticize. If we don’t 

want to be left out, don’t leave others 

out. If we don’t want to be bullied, 

don’t bully. If we want to be cared for, 

care for others. If we want to be given 

opportunities, give opportunities. If we 

want to be loved, love one another as 

Jesus has loved us. Jesus told his 

disciples, “A new commandment I give 

unto you, that you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also should 

love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another” (John 13:34-

35). 

Healing the community is to bring 

people together. We are not only to 

listen to others but also to actually hear 

what they are saying without 

judgement. We don’t always have to 

agree, but when we enter into dialogue, 

we don’t always have to have answers. 

What works for one does not always 

work for others. Community healing is 

something that is desperately lacking in 

our society. No matter how you feel, 

others may feel differently and we are 

always to respect the feelings of other. 

Jesus taught this way. Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, the meek, those who 

mourn, those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, the merciful, the pure in 

heart, the peacemakers, the 

persecuted, the falsely accused (see 

Matt 5:1-12).  

Forgiving others is what Jesus 

taught us to do. Forgiveness is 

something that cannot be limited by the 

number of times someone has hurt us 

or wronged us (Matt 18:21-22). 

Forgiveness is a command of God that 

we pray for every week as we say, 

“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.” Jesus 

on the cross forgave everyone; the ones 

who persecuted him, beat him, plucked 

out his beard, mocked him, drove the 

nails into his hands and feet and 

pierced his side. He forgave them all, 

“Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do” (Luke 23:34). We often 

say that forgiveness is divine but it is a 

divine attribute that of God who 

forgives for all (that includes us) have 

sinned and come short of the glory of 

God (Romans 3:23) and God expects 

forgiveness from all of us humans (Mark 

11:26). It is hard, but we do it because 

God forgave us more than we could 

ever deserve. 

Are these resolutions ones that we 

can make together?  

You decide. 

May God bless us all in the year 

2020 to be more like Jesus! 

(Continued from page 2)  

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 
 

How true are these words!  Thank 
you for continuing to support St 
Luke’s Missions and Ministries!   

The faces in our congregation 
change because of life changes: 
relocation, retirement, death, etc.; 
however, the spirit in St Luke is 
consistent.  Last budget year we had 
97 pledging units and this year we 
have 96 pledging units. 

Our projected pledged amount, 
coupled with Grace Giving, Grins & 
Giggles income and structure 
income, is within approximately 
$12,000 of the 2020 budget.  This 
gap can be easily closed if we all 
increase our annual pledge by $125. 

Our plan is to have the Annual 
Report available on January 12, the 
Budget presentation during the 
Learning Hour on January 19 and 
our Annual meeting on January 26. 
Shalom, 
Marty 

Council 

Connections 
By Marty Wood, Council President 
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Sunday, 

January 26 

11:00 AM 

Potluck Lunch 

to follow 

 

Outreach Ministry Team  
Continue serving the community 

and wear St. Luke T-shirts whenever 
possible. Continue to host the Meal 
Packaging event and other service 
opportunities where members can invite 
friends outside of St. Luke to participate. 
Get the word out about the less visible 
outreach ministries. Not everyone knows 
about the wonderful work that goes on 
behind the scenes – like prayer cards 
and the meal ministry.  
 

Lifelong Learning Team  
We all have some learning to do! 

Evangelism is an area where we can 
grow together. Lifelong Learning will 
offer a unit on Evangelism during 
learning hour and teach how we can 
share our faith. The Lifelong Learning 
team can also continue to participate in 
learning opportunities that reach out to 
the community like Vacation Bible 
School, the Good Friday Children’s 
program and Southeast Emmaus. 
Perhaps there is a way to host adult 
learning opportunities open to the larger 
community.  
 

Worship & Music  
We can continue to bring the gift of 

our music program to other places. We 
should consistently review and adapt 
our worship to be as visitor-friendly as 
possible. Perhaps we can even consider 
adding additional family services (like 
the way Christmas Eve includes a service 
tailored to families, but at other times of 
the year.) St. Luke can make recordings 
of worship available to our homebound 
members or recordings of the sermon 
shareable. The music program can 
continue to host community concerts.  
 

Facilities & Grounds  
Maintain a clean, safe, welcoming 

building. We want guests in our space to 
feel as comfortable and invited as the 
people who grew up attending St. Luke.  
 

Congregation  
Pray for St. Luke. Pray the God leads 

you to invite people seeking community 
and pray that God leads those seeking a 
church home to St. Luke. Participate in 
bring-a-friend Sundays, or make every 
Sunday bring-a-friend Sunday. If you 
notice someone missing in worship, 
follow up with that person. Participate in 
town events with St. Luke. Help host 
funeral receptions. Connect with the 
people worshiping with us by inviting 
them to your home or getting together 

outside of Sunday worship. Bring the 
altar flowers to a neighbor and say 
where they are from. Share your faith 
with others.  
 

Pastors 
We can only lead by example, 

right!? We’ll also pray for the 
congregation, our community, and for 
the Body of Christ. We can spend more 
time in public places dressed in our 
clerics knowing it always leads to 
interesting conversations. We will 
continue to participate in town events 
and follow up with missing members. 
We will connect with new faces and 
offer new member classes more often. In 
our words and actions, we will share our 
faith with others.  

 
I hope reading through these ideas 

got your wheels turning too! This list is 
just the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to all the ways that we can share our 
faith, deepen our connection with our 
community and with one another, 
proclaim God’s love, and invite our 
neighbors to experience that love here 
at St. Luke. 

 Go in peace! Share the Good News!  

(Continued from page 2) 

The Word of the Year: Evangelism (cont.) 
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As you may know, St. Luke has been sponsoring Peggy Mtonga for many years through her 

schooling at Chikumbuso and her college years where she has been studying Hotel Management & 
Nutrition. It is with great joy that we anticipate Peggy’s graduation from college this month.  

Since Peggy will no longer qualify for sponsorship, and because St. Luke Outreach Ministry 
would like to continue supporting the Chikumbuso Women & Orphans Project, St. Luke will be 

sponsoring Karen Kalonga and Serah Banda. 
 

Karen Kalonga just turned 14 on August 12th. She lives in the Chikumbuso 
Safe Haven with 17 other girls because her mother was very sick. She 
moved to Chikumbuso last year and it has brought regularity into her life 
as well as good meals, an education and camaraderie with the others in 
the Safe haven. Karen hopes to finish school and graduate so that she can take care of her 
brothers and sisters. She knows that her brothers and sisters will never have the opportunity to go 
to school because they are not protected at home. They are not safe and they do not go to school. 
At her home in Kabanana (a slum nearby) there was never any food, and her parents don’t work. 
Her favorite subject is mathematics because it helps her think through and calculate things. She 
wants to be a doctor when she grows up to help people stay in good health. She does not mind 
doing her chores at Chikumbuso, and all she wishes is that when she grows up she can give her 
teachers a gift because they have changed her life. 
 

Serah is a bright young woman who attended Chikumbuso, and has been the sole support of her 
family of seven. She has worked at Chikumbuso, completed her GED on her own, and would now like to attend University to 
receive a degree in nursing. Below is her letter of thanks for the support she will be receiving from St. Luke. 

 

10th November, 2019 
Dear St. Luke’s Social Ministry Committee, 

First of all, I would like to pass my greetings to you all, hope and trust in the Lord that 
all is fine. My name is Serah and I am writing to thank you for the support you offered 
towards my education. 

My names are Banda Serah. I was born on December 31, 1995. I am the fourth born in 
the family of five girls; three completed and is doing grade ten. I stay with my aunt, sisters, 
2 nieces, and a nephew. 

I started my grade one in 2001 at Baulieni Basis School. When I reached grade three I 
couldn’t continue with my education because my parents were no more and we had to 
move from Bauleni to Ng’ombe. Whilst in Ng’ombe, I met this friend who introduced me to 
Chikumbuso and I was told by Madam Gertrude to bring my guardian who came and 
registered me. When I was finally registered, I was told to come the following day and start 
learning. I started learning at Chikumbuso in 2006 in the fourth grade. The following year, 
Mama Gertrude and Mama Linda [Wilkinson] found someone to sponsor me. Her name was 
Jane. She sponsored me up to grade nine. From grade ten up to twelve, Mama Jeanne 
[Steinnagel] sponsored me and she has been helping me since then. 

I would really like to thank you all for the help you offered towards my education Now I am going to pursue 
my career in nursing and I promise to do my very best and make you proud. May the Almighty God richly bless you 
all and may you continue with the same spirit. 

Yours sincerely, 
Serah 

Chikumbuso Notes & News 

By Jeanne Steinagel & Linda Wilkinson 

Peggy Mtonga 

Karen Kalonga 

Banda Serah 

Outreach Ministry 
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St Luke’s “Garden Gang” had a busy 
season providing fresh food for the 
community. A handful of people all 
pitched in this year to provide over 800 
pounds of fresh vegetables to the New 
London Meal Center as well as to people 

in the congregation in need. Each 
volunteer took on one or two chores so 
that collectively the garden was a 
success. Here are some of things the 
Garden Gang did this year: 

It started with the Ledyard High 
School students who very 
skillfully planted our 
seeds in their greenhouse 
in February and raised 
them to seedlings over 
the semester. Diane Geer 
graciously converted her 
garage space to harden 
off the seedlings in late 
April and May so that 
they made the transition 
from hothouse to the real 
world successfully. The 
students raised so many 
seedlings that extras were 

shared with members of the 
congregation and many brought their 
extra veggies back to church for 
donation. 

Then there were a couple of 
planting parties to get all the small 
plants securely placed in the garden 
rows. Ray and Penny Heller, Jeanne and 
Steve Loomis, Elaine Raimondi Simpson, 
Diane Geer and her granddaughter 
Nora, Bette Ziemba, and Wally Stone all 
helped with the planting, weeding, and 
spreading wood chips on all the 
pathways. Starting in June, Elaine 
Simpson and Linda Martin harvested the 
vegetables every Saturday and arranged 
them in baskets on the altar for Sunday 
services. Marge and Chuck Johnson and 
the Hellers brought the vegetables to 
the Meal Center weekly. Rudy Croteau 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

Outreach Ministry 

The Garden Gang Had a Busy Season 
By Penny Heller 

 

This month's opportunity may fill 
the bill for some of you. 

The Ledyard Senior Center has asked 
us if we would be interested in 
sponsoring two noontime meals at the 
Senior Center on Wednesdays. Most of 
the churches in Ledyard and several 
service organizations are doing this 
already and there are still a few open 
dates for St. Luke to use if we have the 
volunteers. We would buy the food for 
the meal (main course, sides, bread, and 
dessert), prepare the meal at the Senior 
Center, and help serve the meal with 
limited cleanup afterwards. About 30 

seniors come to the meal, they are 
charged $6 for the meal and the money 
that is collected (about $180) is turned 
over to us to reimburse our volunteers 
for their expenses. We would need 
about 3 cooks for each meal; total time 
at the Senior Center would be around 3 
hours for each meal. 

This opportunity is at noon in the 
middle of a workweek, but for those 
who can make that time on 
Wednesdays, it could provide an 
expansion of our outreach and would 
benefit the seniors in our community. 
And you could probably take advantage 

of your cooking and get a noon meal for 
free! If you might be interested or want 
more information, please contact Bill 
Kracke at church, or at either of these 
email addresses: bkracke49@gmail.com 
or outreach@stlukegf.org. 

January Opportunity for Outreach: 
Worried about All the Time 
Volunteer Work Might Take? 
By Bill Kracke, Outreach Ministry Team Lead 

mailto:bkracke49@gmail.com
mailto:outreach@stlukegf.org
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Outreach Ministry 

 
Jesus Thanks You for His Gifts 
By Mike  and Karen Wuesthoff 

A corner of our living room, with some of the 182 Gifts 

for Jesus awaiting sorting, labeling, and distribution to 

residents of group homes and families in financial need  

As of this writing (December 15), we 
have received most of the 182 gifts on the 
Gifts for Jesus gift tree, with promises that 
the remaining ten will be in our hands within 
a couple of days. We are in the process of 
sorting, wrapping some late additions, and 
readying them all for delivery to the Martin 
House, Safe Futures houses, Friends of Maria 
families, and furniture bank families. Our 
house is full of so many gifts that it’s hard to 
find a place to walk! 

Thanks to all who donated the gifts and 
money to the gift tree and the other 
programs on the alternative gifts tables. 
We’re blessed to be part of such an incredibly 
generous congregation. God bless you! You 
truly embody the spirit of Christmas! 

Thanks to the generosity and support of our faithful 
donors at the December blood drive, 81 people will benefit 
from receiving a precious gift of life including red cells, plasma, 
and platelets. Twenty-seven useable units of blood were 
collected. You are very special donors who are insuring that 
there is a healthy blood supply available to save lives of those 
in need throughout the region. We need more caring people 
just like you to join in this effort to benefit the community.  

Elaine Remondi-Simpson arrived early for set up. Our 
capable registrars Alice Carter and Linda Martin guided the 
donors through the process. Our welcoming and helpful 
canteen volunteers: Sue Anderson, Kim Foltz, Kari Hammen, 
and Pauline Wanner were attentive to donors as they served 
delicious refreshments. We are grateful for volunteers: Kim 
Bosse, Meaghan Brown, Jody, Logan, & Ian Enslow, Bob & 
Joanne Erickson, Georganne Frase, Diane Geer, and Elaine 
Remondi-Simpson for preparing a variety of flavorful 
sandwiches and delectable desserts. We often hear donors 
remark, “The St. Luke blood drives have the best food in town.” 
The donors and Red Cross staff are always pleased with the 
warm welcome and fine selection of refreshments that St. Luke 
provides for them. The Fellowship Hall was cleaned up 
efficiently at the close of the drive thanks to Sue Anderson, 
Linda Martin, and Bob & Elaine Remondi-Simpson. 

Thank you for coming together to support this worthy 

cause. We sincerely appreciate your time and efforts, 
especially at this hectic time of year, essential to the success of 
our drives and an investment in community health. What a 
blessing to givers and receivers alike! May God’s abundant 
blessings be with each of you in 2020.  

Gales Ferry Fire House hosts the next blood drive on 
Thursday, February 13th. Won’t you consider investing in the 
health of the community by making a life saving donation? 

Note: For the consummate planners among us, all of St. 
Luke’s 2019 Blood Drives are scheduled for Tuesdays (1:30-
6:30 p.m.) April 9, October 1, & December 10. 

Thank you! 

Blood Drive Volunteers and Donors 
By Elaine Remondi- Simpson  
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Outreach Ministry 

 

Climate Change Discussion Group 
By David Zitzkat and Penny Heller 

Are you interested in how our environment is being 
impacted by global warming? Starting in January you 
will have the opportunity to join a discussion group to 
share thoughts and plan possible environmental 
projects. Join the St Luke community to put into action 
our Christian commitment to caring for God’s Earth. 
Please indicate your interest by contacting David 
Zitzkat (davidzitzkat@comcast.net) or Penny Heller 
(phheller@sbcglobal.net) and look for future 
notifications. 

helped out with pest management and growing extra 
squash and cucumber plants in his own garden. Bob 
Nelson, Marty Wood and others carefully mowed around 
the outside of the surrounding flower beds to keep the 
overgrown woodland tangle of invasive plants at bay.  

Finally, the Gang had two fall work parties to clean 
up the garden and put all the equipment away for 
another year. Dave Zitzkat has offered to rehab or 
replace a dozen birdhouses over the winter. The birds 
nesting there will provide free insect control. A large 
planting box was moved to a spot in front of the shed 
where St. Luke’s ‘Grins and Giggles’ kids have been 
invited to help plant flower bulbs next spring. There are 
also plans to invite older kids to join in planting a ‘pizza 
garden,’ consisting of plants that would become 
toppings, among the flowers. 

This outreach program can always use more helping 
hands. A carpentry chore still outstanding is to replace 
the aging dedication sign. Also needed is anyone with 
the skills required to put in a graded walkway and railing 
up the side of the hill so that the garden and Outdoor 
Chapel can be more easily used by everyone. If you 
would like to volunteer to help with one of these jobs, 
please contact Ray or Penny Heller at 
raymondheller@sbcglobal.net or phheller@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued from page 6) 

50th Crop Walk Final Results 

 

St. Luke Walkers (23): 
 $3,902.00 Goal: $4,000.00 
 

All participants (93): 
 $18,249.00 Goal:$20,000.00 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported this event! 
Save next year’s date:  Sunday, October 18, 2020 

The Garden Gang Had a Busy 

Season (cont.) 

mailto:davidzitzkat@comcast.net
mailto:phheller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:raymondheller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:phheller@sbcglobal.net
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It is almost time to promise myself 

massive improvements in the newly 

arrived year. I don’t know who invented 

this concept, but that person must 

spend time in his or her grave laughing 

at me for taking the suggestion to heart. 

While most years, I fall victim to that 

jolly jokester, one year I fought back. 

As it came to be, the Navy decreed 

that we would be at sea for New Years 

not to return until the early spring. Our 

Commanding Officer (CO) was addicted 

to self-improvement books of all kinds – 

improve the mind, improve your body, 

improve someone else’s body and mind, 

raise the spirit, grow better plants, get 

younger, remove wrinkles – so long as 

the book promised improvement he 

carefully read it and integrated it into 

his psyche. Not to deny his wardroom 

such joy, he decided that each officer 

would select a self-improvement pro-

ject, work on it, and complete it while 

we were away. After all, what better 

time to improve oneself than while 

locked in a steel tube under the ocean? 

He announced that each person would 

share his project with 

the wardroom once we 

were underway. 

The big day came – 

“All officers not actually 

on watch, muster in the 

wardroom for training 

and bring your projects,” 

came the announce-

ment. It was our call to 

glory, the chance to daz-

zle our mates with the 

tremendous strides each 

man would make toward 

ultimate self-

actualization and per-

sonal improvement. We 

were on the road to 

betterment. The ward-

room filled with officers 

most of whom brought books, charts, 

pens, papers and even some odd devic-

es. Did I say most of whom? Well, all but 

one – me - who arrived empty handed. 

Around the table we went – each ran-

domly called upon by the CO to describe 

his project. We had all sorts of wonder-

ful ideas – learn new mathematics, de-

sign this or that, read a thick tome, learn 

basic Yoga positions, meditate - the pro-

posals were stunning. 

Then it was my turn – no books to 

show, no charts to hold up, no VHS to 

share; I just my folded hands in front of 

me. “Well Captain, I have decided to 

learn how to wiggle my ears.” The room 

descended into silence with a dozen 

pairs of eyes staring at me. 

“What??” the CO said, “You are 

going to do what???” 

I repeated myself slowly and clear-

ly: “I am going to learn how to wiggle 

my ears.” The CO sat quietly for a mo-

ment, deciding if I was making fun of 

him or was revealing my program. “OK 

Bob – but each week you need to show 

progress.” 

(Continued on page 11) 

 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the February Scroll is Tuesday, 

January 21. Articles may be submitted as hard-

copy or via e-mail to Kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Scroll Deadline 

The Great New Year’s Resolution 
By Robert E. Simpson, Esq. 

Something Extra 
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Music Notes and News 
By Gina Williams, Director of Music 

December has been a busy month! St. Luke ringers & 

singers have seen over 20 rehearsals since December 1 in 

preparation for the many concerts that we have been 

involved in! In addition to our regular rehearsals, we have 

sung and/or rung for the following: 

12/1 – Senior Choir, 11:00 service 

12/5 & 12/6 – dress rehearsal & Community Christmas 

Concert 

12/7 – Belles & Beaux, Groton Library Winter Bazaar 

12/7 – Handbell Quartet, Groton Holiday Kickoff at 

Groton Senior Center 

12/8 – Senior Choir, 8:15 service; Ring Masters, 11:00 

service 

12/12 – JuBELLation, dress rehearsal at Ledyard High 

School 

12/13 & 14 – JuBELLation, LHS Holiday Concert 

12/15 – Senior Choir, 8:15 service; Belles & Beaux, 

11:00 service 

12/22 – Ring Masters & Joyful Noise, 11:00 service 

12/24 – Ring Masters & Joyful Noise, family service;  

   Senior Choir & Concert HB, candlelight services 

Belles & Beaux at Groton Library 

Handbell Quartet at Groton Senior Center 

Christmas Concert, The Combined Groups —  
Orchestra, JuBELLation, Senior Choir, Tono Dolce, and the Ledyard HS Carolers 



 

11 

Ledyard High School Winter  Choral Concert 

with JuBELLation  

Music Notes and News 

 

Hi Gina, 
 

A million thank-you’s for making our event special 
with your beautiful music. You never cease to 
amaze me. What a talented group! 

We truly appreciate your donation of time and 
talent to our Library event. 
 
Happy holidays, 

Kim Balentine 

Groton Libreary 

Each day I worked training my head 

muscles until I noticed the first twitch-

ing’s. Gradually the feeble movements 

grew in strength and frequency until I 

could wiggle both ears like Dumbo!! I 

had succeeded; I had improved myself 

and achieved a higher level of self-

awareness. I could wiggle my ears on 

demand! At halfway night, I put on a 

show for the crew displaying my new 

talent to music. 

I suspect that many New Years’ reso-

lutions aren’t just difficult or new -they 

are a “bridge to far” selected without 

understanding what it really takes to 

reach the goal. Each year, millions of 

Americans purchase gym memberships, 

home gym equipment, language tapes 

and all manner of items hoping to 

achieve their resolution. And each year 

the memberships lapse, the tapes are 

lost, and the home equipment finds its 

way onto E-bay. Such resolutions were 

weak, hollow and meaningless.  

Rather than chasing a “bridge to 

far,” why not decide to strengthen our 

faith and learn more about the person 

God intends us to become and present to 

the world. Like learning to wiggle ears, 

resolutions must come from within and 

not from fancy equipment. I think that 

each person in the Bible whose faith was 

tested – the lepers, the Sumerians, 

Thomas, the members of early struggling 

churches – had to resolve to keep and 

nurture his or her faith at the critical mo-

ment without the benefit of elaborate 

equipment and expensive memberships. 

When the early Christians’ critical 
moment arrived, it came without warn-
ing and without waiting for the New 
Year. Jesus tells us that we will not know 
when he comes, that he comes like the 
thief in the night, so each of us must be 
prepared with a faith sufficiently strong 
to meet the challenges. He also tells us 
that his word will succeed where he 

sends it. I think that this kind of strength 
is built over time and is not the result of 
external forces but is based upon God 
giving of his word to each person as God 
determines each person accepting it. 
Strong faith grows from, and is nurtured 
by, an internal determination to be a 
person of God, and that each person 
possesses a unique spirit and determina-
tion that will lead him or her to God and 
sustain his or her faith when it is chal-
lenged. 

I suspect that the path to God is de-
termined by the spirit that God puts into 
each person at conception. Each believer 
must discover this spirit and use it in a 
manner that is unique to the person so 
that his or her faith will thrive. I guess 
achieving a strong faith is like learning to 
wiggle ears – we can achieve it if we train 
our soul and spirit. Otherwise, the poten-
tial will remain within, untapped and 
useless.  

By the way – I can still wiggle my 
ears. 

(Continued from page 9) 

The Great New Year’s Resolution (cont.) 
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Prayer List 
Pray for healing: 
  Mike Plante 

  Jorge Verges & 

family 

  Amy Rayborn’s 

family 

  Jane 

  Karl Balinski 

  Nancy Dooley 

  Alex Hetzel 

  Sandy 

Wimmermark 

  Pat 

  Linda and her son, 

Billy  

  Jeanne Sullivan 

  Peter 

  Martin 

  Jim 

  Charlotte 

  Ron Podijil 

  Patty Rennegarbe 

  Ken Plante 

  Eric Eitel 

  Jennifer & Pete 

Stred 

  Gloria Breitenbach 

  Joe Mazur  

  Patricia Elliott 

  Christopher 

Bystrak 

  Lynn Minichino 

  Jean Pierce 

  Melanie Savage 

  Stephanie Lucas 

  Sara 

 

 

Pray for deployed 

military: 
  Alex  

  Patrick 

Wimmermark 

  Evan Kohl 

  Abigail Simmons 

Pray for 

homebound: 
  Marnie Reubelt 

  Ruth Going 

  Dale Arnold 

 

 

Pray for those who 

are grieving for: 
  Jean Scarborough 

  Sophy Roman 

 

 

Pray for those with 

other concerns: 
  Saditha  

  Teddy and Aaron 

  Chikumbuso Project 

If you would like to add a prayer 

request to the Weekly, please complete 

the Prayer Request form on the reverse 

side of the yellow Connections form. 

Leave the form in the pew and the 

ushers will collect them and turn them 

in to the church office. You can also 

add a prayer request by calling the 

office at 860-464-7897. 

Celebrations 

1/02 

 Camarrah Stanley 

1/03 

 Hilda Davis 

1/06  

 Chip Moran 

1/07  

 Charles Johnson  

1/08  

 Travis Turner 

1/09 

 Kjrsten Cote 

1/11 

 Ian Enslow 

 Logan Enslow 

1/12 

 Kimberly Dole 

1/13 

 Daniel Portofee 

 Leigh Sammons 

1/23 

 Mike Mason 

1/24 

 Terry Blair 

1/27 

 Emma Sammons 

1/31 

 Cathy Frost 

1/21 

 Ken & Susan Hirt 

1/22 

 Kellie & Eric August 

 

 

1/1 

 Tom Crawford 

 Jennifer Horkey 

1/4 

 Nikolas Vajdos 

1/5 

 Kurt Balinksi 

1/8 

 Hilda Davis 

1/16 

 Tyler Palumbo 

 David Sindel 

1/18 

 Elaine Lettiere 

1/19 

 Regina Donovan 

1/20 

 Ian Enslow 

 Logan Enslow 

1/28 

 Brad Dame 

Did we miss your celebration?  Please 

call the church office, 860-464-7897, 

or e-mail Kathleen@ 

stlukegf.org, so we can be sure to 

honor your special day! 
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Kids’ Page 

COLD 
EARMUFFS 
FROST 
FUN 
GLOVES 
ICICLE 
IGLOO 
MITTENS 

SCARF 
SKATING 
SLEDGING 
SNOW 
SNOWBALL 
SNOWFLAKE 
SNOWMAN 
WINTER 

 

Crisscross Puzzle 
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Church Calendar of Events 

January 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

1 

 

New Year’s Day* 

Church Office Closed 

2 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

3 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

4 

5 

 

+Healing Ministry+ 

 

2:45 PM 

 NL Meal Ctr 

6:00 PM 

 Rockin’ Ringers 

6 

 

*Epiphany* 

 

9:00 AM  

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Pastor’s Bible Study 

 

7 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

6:30 PM 

 Worship Team 

8 

 

8:00 AM 

 LICEAF 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

 Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

 Dinner Church 

7:00 PM 

 Congregational  

9 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

10 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

12:30 PM 

 Lifelong Learning 

13 

 

7:00 PM 

 Pastor’s Bible Study 

14 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

5:30 PM 

 Executive Council 

6:30 PM 

 Fellowship Team 

15 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

 Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

 Dinner Church 

7:00 PM 

 Congregational  

  Council 

16 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

17 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

18 

19 

 

9:30 AM 

 Budget Review 

12:30 PM 

 New Members  

  Class 

6:00 PM 

 Rockin’ Ringers 

20 

 

*Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day* 

Church Office Closed 

 

97:00 PM 

 Pastor’s Bible Study 

21 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

22 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 Bells of Fire 

10:30 AM 

 Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

 Dinner Church 

23 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

24 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

25 

 

9:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 Congregant 

Interviews with 

Bishop Hazelwood 

9:30 AM 

 Confirmation Class 

26 

 

9:30 AM 

ONE SERVICE 

 

11:00 AM 

Annual 

Meeting 
 

12:00 PM 

 Potluck Luncheon 

27 

 

9:00 AM  

 Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

 Pastor’s Bible Study 

28 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

29 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

 Bible Study 

5:45 PM 

 Dinner Church 

30 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

31 

 

9:00 AM 

 Grins & Giggles 

 

Music Rehearsals : 

 Sun., 12:00 PM — Concert Handbells 

 Tues., 7:30 PM — Senior Choir 

 Wed., 12:00 PM — Belles & Beaux 

   4:30 PM — Ring Masters 

   7:00 PM — JuBELLation 

 Thurs., 7:00 PM — Celebrate Team 

Sunday Schedule (unless 

otherwise indicated) 

Worship: 

 8:15 & 11 AM  

Learning Hour: 

 9:30 AM 

Celebrate services: 

 11 AM, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays. 

Church Office Hours: 

 Monday—Wednesday: 9 AM—2 PM 

 Thursday — 11 AM—2 PM 

 Friday—CLOSED 

Forward Leadership Retreat Pastor Danny—vacation 

http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/7/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/7/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264219777&event_date=10/2/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/3/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=236822193&event_date=10/19/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=236822193&event_date=10/19/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=236822193&event_date=10/19/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/3/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/14/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=264238771&event_date=10/5/2016&ci=L6L6K5H2G1K5O9L6I3&igd=


St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

A Spirit Driven Christian 

Community of Engaged 

Disciples, Called to Serve, 

Love and Forgive. 

 

Address Changes 
 

Please notify the 

Church Office of any 

address, phone, or 

email address changes.  

Addresses for College 

students are also 

encouraged!  

860-464-7897 

 
 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-381-0884 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Wednesday: 

9 AM —2 PM 

Thursday: 

11 AM —2 PM 

Friday: 

CLOSED 

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Danny R. Hammons 

pastordanny@stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 

 

Pastor Sarah Barnes 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 

Associate Pastor 

 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music 

 

Suzanne Wingrove 

suzanne@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 

 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist/Celebrate Accompanist 

 

Bill Brentnall 

Sexton 

 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Marty Wood 

martyengrew@gmail.com 

President 
 

Dyann Baker 

DyannBaker@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
 

Jen Gilletti 

gilletti.ri@netzero.net 

Treasurer 

New London Meal Center 
Schedule to Serve 

Cooks: 

Heller 

Lozier 

LaForge 

 

 

 

 

Servers: 

Etris 

Hansen 

Hanson 

Koerting 

Perkins 

January 5 


