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The Congregation Council had a marathon council meeting on 

Wednesday December 20, 2017. The Council took action on two 

items:  Approved St. Luke Lutheran Church’s Reconciling In Christ (RIC) statement 

(learn more in this Scroll). Unfortunately we were unable to establish a 2018 budget 

with our current pledges. The 2018 proposed budget was $569,456 (compared to 

2017 budget of $551,236). The Stewardship appeal, coupled with other income 

sources (grace giving, loose cash offering, special envelopes), resulted in a projected 

income of $484,021, creating a financial gap of $85,435.  
 

Continued on page 3 

Council Connections 
By Marty Wood, Council President 

Why Give to the Local Church? 
By Pastor Danny 

 
One of the questions we all have at this particular time of 
the year is, “Why should we give to the Church? Yes... we 
know it is budget time and the church is always in need of 
funding to do great ministry. And we know well Jesus’ call 
to mission that we hear in Matthew 25, to feed the hungry, 
give water to those who are thirsty, invite the stranger into 
our family, clothe those who need clothing, and to visit the 

prisoners, as well as those who are sick or suffering. And those are good and 
faithful reasons for us to give... but did you know that there is even more? 

Now I am going to go back to my roots, my Pentecostal upbringing, to talk 
about a term that we as Lutherans may not often hear... tithing. 

I learned how to give as a child in the 1950’s. My parents practiced tithing  
 

Continued on page 2 
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“...giving is all about spreading the gospel 
which is our call as Christians.“ 

Continued from  page 1 
 

and they would explain to my 
sisters and I what that meant – 
what they were doing, and why. As 
the name implies, it is giving a 
tenth of what you earn. They 
taught us that ten percent of our 
income belonged to God and that 
is why we tithed. Also, it was to be 
given to the church for the church 
to decide on how best to use the 
money they received. But this was 
not the only giving that my parents 
taught us. Each week we were 
given some change to put into the 
offering plates as it was passed. 
This small amount instilled in us 
the act of giving to God and the 
church. As we grew older and were  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
given an allowance, we gave our 
ten percent of our allowance to 
church. We would put it into the 
envelope and mark it as tithes. Still 
dad would get out his change 
purse and give us some change for 
the offering plate and for Sunday 
school he would give us a quarter 
to put into the class offering. 
Giving became a natural thing that 
we did and really didn’t think 
about it.  

My practice is still to tithe my 
income and give in addition to that 
tithe. But that isn’t everyone’s 
experience for giving to the church 
nor should it be dictated what you 
give. It is only important to know 
that giving is all about spreading 
the gospel which is our call as 
Christians. As I have grown older I 

have learned more about why we 
give, but again that is up to the 
individual. Some of the reasons 
that I believe that we give to 
church is to mention the things 
that we don’t normally think about 
as the needs of the church. For 
example, as a community of faith, 
St. Luke meets several times a 
week where we are fed spiritually. 
We serve as a hub for different 
small groups such in Bible studies 
on Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. We have five 
bell choirs, an adult choir and a 
Celebrate Team which enhance 
our worship services. We provide 
fellowship opportunities and  
special children’s ministries like  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VBS, Walk through Easter, the 
Learning Hour, Confirmation and 
other spiritual growth 
opportunities. We marry, bury and 
celebrate anniversaries, counsel 
individuals and families through 
hardship, and live life with them as 
they travel the sometimes very 
difficult roads of life. We have an 
active and vibrant outreach 
ministry where we collect canned 
goods, package meals, plant a 
community garden and prepare 
and serve meals in food kitchens 
which help feed the hungry; we 
coordinate mission trips for the 
youth. We provide financial help to 
those who are in need in the 
community and different 
charitable ministries around our 
local community.  

Church, like any organization is 
a give-and-take operation. If you 
are spiritually fed on Sunday 
morning, pastored through crisis, 
or attend one of the mid-week 
opportunities, you are benefitting 
from your church. This is a great 
thing. You are supposed to benefit 
from your church! However, those 
things don’t happen without 
financial support. The church 
building and grounds need to be 
paid for and maintained. The 
pastors and staff need to be paid; 
utility bills must be paid. Cleaning 
supplies, educational materials, 
furniture, and music must be 
purchased. There is work to do and  
the things we need and the staff  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
we need to do mission must be 
bought. We are the family of St. 
Luke and your financial support is 
essential to continue to do the 
mission we are called to do.  
This is why we give to church. 

Why Give to the Local Church? (Cont.) 
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Eureka! Have you ever experienced a moment of sudden 
realization? Something clicks in your mind, and you are given a 
whole new perspective. If you were a cartoon character, there 
would be a light bulb above your head. You may even have the 
urge to yell, “Ah ha!” We call this moment an epiphany.  

On January 6th, the church celebrates the Feast of Epiphany. 
It’s also the twelfth day of Christmas or Three Kings Day. The 
word epiphany comes from the Greek word Epiphaneia, 
meaning manifestation or appearance. It’s the day when Jesus 
became known to the world. We associate this feast with the 
visit of the Magi, or wise men, to Jesus sometime after his birth. 
In other parts of the world, the festival commemorates the 
Baptism of Christ. Both of these are moments in Jesus’ life when 
Christ is made known. A sudden, revelation to all of creation: 
Eureka! Jesus is Christ our Lord! This changes everything!  

On January 7th, we will celebrate The Feast of Epiphany in 
worship and during our All Ages Learning Hour. Come join in the 
fun. We will learn about the ways Epiphany is celebrated around 
the world, eat treats, and there will definitely be a craft or two.   

And after the festivities, I hope that we continue to think 
about what Epiphany means in our daily lives. This is the day 
that celebrates Christ’s revelation to all the world. As Christians, 
we are called to reveal Christ to the world through our own 
lives. 

How do we reveal Christ to others? 

 Be kind. Love your neighbor as yourself.  

 In conversations outside of the church building, talk 
about your faith, the ministries at St. Luke, or even the 
awesome people you’ve met in the congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Give. Remember that everything we have is a gift from 
God. So donate what you can, whether it’s time, 
talents, money, or combination of all three.  

 Spend more time with people who may be lonely. 
Everyone needs a friend to talk to.  

 Practice gratitude. Give thanks for what you have and 
remember to thank the people in your life for the joy 
that they bring to your life.  

 
Happy Epiphany!  
In Peace, 
Pastor Sarah 

 

Council Connections (cont’d.) 
Continued from page 1 
 

It is suspected that the 2018’s less than anticipated projected income was a result of: members transferring out of state; 

life changing events in our membership; and the modest growth in the budget. 

We have scheduled a January 7, 2018 Budget Information meeting. May this budget discussion and prayerful brainstorming 

result in what God expects us to do. 

Your regular contributions have enabled St Luke to conduct many successful local and global ministries in the past. See you 

in church and on January 7 after the 11 AM service.  

Shalom 

Marty Luke 11:5-10  

Eureka! 
From Pastor Sarah 
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Notes and News 

In late 2016, The Strategic Planning 
Team recommended to the Church 
Council that St Luke Lutheran Church 
become a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
church. A RIC designation publicly states 
the church’s welcome to people of all 
sexual orientations and gender 
identities. The recommendation was 
approved by the Council on December 
21, 2016. A Core Team to lead the 
process was assembled and was guided 
by Building an Inclusive Church: A 
Welcoming Toolkit (http://
www.WelcomingResources.org). The 
process included relational organization, 
education, congregational vote, and a 
public statement of welcome for persons 

of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. Relation organization involved 
one-to-one visits by a core team 
member with as many church members 
as possible. The purpose of the visit was 
to get to know the other person and 
being known and asking what matters to 
the person and why. In October, Rev. 
Clifford Gerber led an adult forum 
discussing the RIC process and his 
congregation’s experience. After the 
forum a welcome statement was 
developed and presented to the church 
planning committee for comment. The 
statement is being shared with all church 
committees. Attached is a draft copy of 
the welcome statement, please read and 

carefully consider the statement. 
Questions and comments are welcomed 
at an open conversation to be held 
during the learning hour, January 7.  The 
welcome statement will be given to all 
members of St Luke by mail or e-mail. 
Members will be asked to approve or 
disapprove the statement. If 75-80% of 
the members approve the welcome 
statement it will be presented and voted 
at the annual meeting. 

Reconciling in Christ 

By Edna Johnson 

RIC Welcome Statement Draft 4 
We recognize that there are differences among us, but believe that 
we can love one another. We welcome all and invite you to join us in 
our walk of faith toward greater love, understanding and respect. 
 
This congregation affirms the unity of the body of Christ. We believe 
that everyone... 
...people of all nations, ancestries and colors, 
...people of all genders and gender identities, 
...people with faith and doubt, 
...people who are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, 
...people who are straight, gay, lesbian, or bisexual, 
...people of all political persuasions, 
…people who are poor, wealthy or somewhere in between,   
...people who are broken, in mind, body, or spirit, 
are fellow members in that one body.   
 
We commit to making justice and inclusivity a reality in this 
congregation and in the world, relying upon the healing, 
unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our power. 
 
“For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so 
also is Christ.”  
1st Corinthians:12:12 

http://www.WelcomingResources.org
http://www.WelcomingResources.org
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians, 1:3, NIV) 

After an unexpectedly long wait, I received word yesterday 
that the Japanese government has approved my visa to serve 
Christ through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and the Japanese Evangelical Lutheran Church in Japan 
(JELC) as a Missionary-Teacher in Japan. 

The program I will be participating in, the J3 program, has 
been a partnership between the Japanese and American 
Lutheran churches for over 50 years, and places American 
missionaries at Japanese Lutheran Junior and Senior High 
Schools in Kumamoto, Japan, where they teach English and 
spread the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Kumamoto hosted the first Lutheran missionaries in 
modern times, starting in 1893, and has since grown to have a 
thriving Christian community full of people from many walks of 
life. This particular mission is supported by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, and I have left instructions on how 
to support this and other global work at the bottom of this 
bulletin. 

I am looking forward to embarking on a journey I have 
known I would follow for more than six months now. I majored 
in Japanese in college, and have gained from this a great desire 
to share in fellowship with the people of Japan. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 
me through these points of contact: 
 
Phone: 1-978-376-7714 
E-Mail: scott.kaluzny@elca.org 
Blog: sekj3@wordpress.com 
 

Though my phone number will be inactive once I leave for 
Japan, my e-mail and blog will not change. I will be in America 
for a few more weeks while travel arrangements and housing 
are arranged for me in Japan. I will spend about a month in 
Tokyo before moving to Kumamoto, where I will be living 
together with other missionaries for a period of about two 
years. I will be recording my experiences on my blog, 
www.sekj3.wordpress.com. I look forward to walking together 
with you! 
 
-Scott Kaluzny 
November, 3rd, 2017 
 
To Learn How to Support the Church's Global Mission, visit 
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Church-
Sponsorship/Supporting-Missionaries 

A map of Japan and the surrounding countries. I will 
be living and working in Kumamoto, teaching English 

at Kumamoto Lutheran Junior and Senior High 
Schools. You can find Kumamoto at the lower left hand 

side of this map, on the southern island of Kyushuu. 

Mission in Japan 
By Scott Kaluzny 

6 The Lord works righteousness 
and justice for all the oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, 
his deeds to the people of Israel: 
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
(Psalm 103:6-12, NIV) 
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Habitat for Humanity of Eastern Connecticut builds or rehabs 
houses for local families in need who put in their own “sweat 
equity” and is one of the outreach ministries supported by St. 
Luke.  Charlie Anderson has been the church’s representative, 
working as a volunteer twice a week for about 12 years.  Ray 
Heller began as a volunteer in January 2017 and has enjoyed 
working on five houses in New London, Montville, Griswold, and 
Mystic.  But, there is always a need for more people interested in 
helping provide safe homes for our neighbors in need.  To meet 
some of this need, we are looking to start a tradition of an 
occasional “ST. LUKE BUILD DAY.”  If there is enough interest, the 
group will be scheduled to work together on a Saturday 
sometime in the near future on one of the many local worksites.  
Please let us know if you have an interest in participating.  The 
folks at Habitat will work with us to schedule a Saturday that 
“works” for those of us interested in doing this Build Day.  Habitat 
staff will also supply you with all the tools and safety equipment 
you will need.  

We should be able to answer almost any question you have: 
Ray Heller (860-739-9340; raymondheller@sbcglobal.net) 
Charlie Anderson (860-464-6878; charliea526@yahoo.com) 

Habitat for Humanity 

Needs Volunteers! 
By Charlie Anderson 

 

Prayer List 
Pray for Healing: 
  Jamie Davis 

  Chris Andis 

  Dan and Sally 

  Willy Latlin 

  Jean Pierce 

 Shirley Harrington 

  Dominique Simpson 

  Donna Duzant 

  Jeff Griffin 

  Deb Dobson 

  Melanie Savage 

  Monica 

  Louis LaForge 

  Cheryl 

  Stephanie Lucas 

  Sara 

  Mariann Mazur 
 

Pray for those who are grieving: 
  the family of Mildred Woods 
 

Pray for our Military: 
  Steve Johnson 
 

Pray for our homebound: 
  Marnie Reubelt 

  Corri Bradley 

  Shirley Harrington 

  Ellen Turley 
 

Pray for Those with  
Other Concerns: 
  Teddy and Aaron 

  Chikumbuso Project 

If you would like to add a 

prayer request to the Weekly, 

please complete the Prayer 

Request form on the reverse 

side of the yellow Connections 

form. Leave the form in the 

pew and the ushers will collect 

them and turn them in to the 

church office. You can also add 

a prayer request by calling the 

office at 860-464-7897. 
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Thank you! 

Blood Drive Volunteers and Donors 
By Elaine Remondi- Simpson  

Thanks to the generosity and support 
of our faithful donors at the December 
blood drive, 81 people will benefit from 
receiving a precious gift of life including:  
red cells, plasma, and platelets.  Twenty-
seven useable units of blood were 
collected. You are very special donors 
who are insuring that there is a healthy 
blood supply available to save lives of 
those in need throughout the region. We 
need more caring people just like you to 
join in this effort to benefit the 
community.  

Sharing the history of our St. Luke 
connection with the Red Cross may be 
helpful in understanding the importance 
of a healthy blood supply. Donna Kuklis, 
St. Luke Charter Member, arranged to 
hold blood drives at the church when she 
retired. She worked for many years at L & 
M’s Pequot Health Center collecting blood 
samples and disbursing units to patients 
in need. She once told me, “There were 
times when blood was needed and I had 
none to give. I decided I was going to do 
something about that when I retired.” 
And she did. For many years, St. Luke 
hosted three blood drives each year. 
When regulations required air 
conditioned collection spaces, our 
summer drive moved to St. David’s. In 
2011, we routinely collected 44 - 49 units 
at each drive. Since 2016, we have been 
collecting 27 - 32 units. The donations in 
the corporate settings are also declining 
over time according to an account 
manager at the Red Cross. Please give 
serious thought to this trend and consider 
becoming a donor, as none of us know 
when someone close to us may be 
patients in need of blood products. 

Our dedicated St. Luke volunteers 
staffing the drive were wonderful. Dale 
Arnold arrived early to set up and stayed 
through clean-up. Sandy Wimmermark 
served as coordinator in the first half of 
the drive and Elaine Remondi-Simpson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the second half. Our capable registrars 
Alice Carter and Elaine Remondi-Simpson 
guided the donors through the process. 
Our welcoming and helpful canteen 
volunteers: Ginny Jacobson, Marge 
Johnson, and Pauline Wanner were 
attentive to donors as they served 
delicious refreshments. We are grateful 
for volunteers: Dale Arnold, Joanne 
Erickson, Georganne Frase, Ginny 
Jacobson, and Sandy Wimmermark for 
preparing a variety of flavorful 
sandwiches and delectable desserts. We 
often hear donors remark, “The St. Luke 
blood drives have the best food in town.” 
The donors are always pleased with the 
warm welcome and fine selection of 
refreshments that St. Luke provides for 
them. The Fellowship Hall was cleaned up 
efficiently at the close of the drive thanks 
to Dale Arnold, Marge and Chuck 
Johnson, and Elaine Remondi-Simpson. 
We dearly missed Carolyn Kracke who 
was unable to participate and are glad she 
is feeling much better. 

Thank you for coming together to 
support this worthy cause. We sincerely 
appreciate your time and efforts. They are 
essential to the success of our drives and 
an investment in community health. What 
a blessing to givers and receivers alike! 

Gales Ferry Fire House hosts the next 
blood drive on Tuesday February 13th. 
Won’t you consider investing in the health 
of the community by making a life saving 
donation? 

Ministry Opportunities 

Ledyard Food 
Pantry 
 

Here at the pantry we were 
blessed to have 89 shopping 
visits done by our guests!! 
This shows us that the need 
for our food pantry is real. 

We are also blessed to have 
your awesome support.  It's 
always so nice to see you 
either coming into 
the pantry with your 
donations or collecting them 
from the various collection 
boxes a-round town. Thank 
you very much for your 
generosity!! This month the 
pantry could really use the 
following items: 

 
Just a reminder:  You can 

drop off donations at the 
pantry on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday mornings from 9
-11am and Thursday evenings 
from 5-7pm. There are also 
collection boxes placed at 
Holmbergs, Village Market, 
Holdridges, Gales Ferry 
Landing and the Leyard Senior 
Center. Also, for your 
convenience a collection box 
has recently been placed in 
the town hall. If shopping is 
not your 'thing' consider doing 
the shopping by using Amazon 
or Walmart. For more 
information concerning that 
option look on the Food 
Pantry's Facebook Page. Many 
thanks for your continued 
support! 

Mayonnaise 
Ketchup 
Kid's Cereal 
Personal Care Items 
Paper Towels 
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 From Peta Madry 

Manager, New London 
Meal Center 

December 17, 2016 
 

My friends at St. Luke 

I can’t believe this year is about over. 

I want to thank you all for the abundance of 

vegetables. You produced so many delicious meals 

from your hard work. I appreciate all that you do for 

us. 

Enjoy the holidays and I’ll see you in the new year. 

Peace and Happiness, Peta 

 

January 7 

All Ages Learning Hour 

Celebrating Epiphany 

 

January 14 

Climate Change in Connecticut, 

Part 2: The Good News! 

Led by Penny Heller 

 

January 21 

Budget Review 

 

January 28 

No Learning Hour — Annual Meeting 

One Service Sunday 

January Schedule 
Sundays at 9:30 AM 

 Manwich for NL 
Meal Center 

Ray Heller 

Thank you all for your 

donations of Manwich throughout 

the year! We have enough now for 

January, but could use some 

additional cans for the following 

months. The Manwich is used to 

make meals for our monthly 

hosting of the New London Meal 

Center. Thank you, again, for 

whatever you can supply! 
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Music Notes and News 
By Gina Williams, Director of Music 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Christmas Eve services!  

On December 8th, St. Luke was filled with joyous music 

with our Community Christmas Concert.  We were filled to 

capacity as Tono Dolce, LHS Carolers, along with St. Luke 

Senior Choir & JuBELLation performed music of the season.  

A professional 12-piece orchestra accompanied much of 

the music.   Thank you to all who participated!!!! 

11:00 family service 
 

Joyful Noise 

Camden Coletti 

Nathan Coletti 

Christopher Derjue 

 

Ring Masters 

Logan Dame 

Danny Derjue 

Grace Eldridge 

Emmy Hundley 

Maddie Jolly 

Leanne Knight 

Jacklynn Oliveira 

Elizabeth Smart 

 

Vocal Soloist: 

Maddie Horkey 

 

 

 

 

 

Candelight Services 
 

Senior Choir 

Kellie August 

Terry Blair 

Leann Carr 

Alice Carter 

Trudy Flanery 

Roger Hanson 

Elizabeth Hawes-Weeks 

Joey Hundley 

Stephen Johnson 

Carolyn Kracke 

Tia Lueth 

Charlie Rogoff 

Helmut Steinnagel 

Jeanne Steinnagel 

Megan Stone 

Wally Stone 

Pam Suplicki 

 

Concert Handbell Choir 

Jillian Derjue 

Jessica Dame 

Maddie Horkey 

Morgan Jaffe 

Owen Lessing 

Ainslee Moorehead 

Cameron Polen 

 

Concert Handbell Alumni Ringers 

Fawn Demello 

Emilie (Steinnagel) Ersson 

Lillie Kuhn 

Sasha Lopez-Watson 

Ben McCoy-Redd 

Jen (Carter) Nicki 

Cedar Nelson 

Koby Nelson 

Rachelle Robeson 

Carter Smith 

Mike Steele 

Allie Woods 

Aubrey Woods 

 

Guest Ringers 

Debbie Burgess 

Krishna Ersson 
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Celebrations 

Did we miss your 

celebration?  Please 

call the church office, 

860-464-7897, or e-

mail 

Kathleen@stlukegf.or

g, so we can be sure 

to honor your special 

day! 

1/02 

 Camarrah Stanley 

1/03 

 Hilda Davis 

1/06  

 Chip Moran 

1/07  

 Charles Johnson  

1/08  

 Travis Turner 

1/09 

 Kjrsten Cote 

1/10 

 Anthony Saucier 

1/12  

 Kimberly Dole 

1/13 

 Daniel Portofee 

 Leigh Sammons 

1/14 

 Tig McCoy-Redd 

1/18 

 Alana Brown 

1/20  

 Koby Nelson 

1/21 

 Luke Cloutier 

1/23 

 Mike Mason 

1/24 

 Dawn Anderson 

    Terry Blair 

1/26 

 Jamie Davis 

 

1/27 

 Emma Sammons 

1/31 

 Cathy Frost 

1/5 

   Garrett & Tia Leuth 

1/21 

   Ken & Susan Hirt 

 

 

 

1/?? 

   Chris Jones 

1/1 

   Andy George 

    Tom Crawford 

    Jennifer Horkey 

1/4 

   Nikolas Vajdos 

1/5 

   Kurt Balinksi 

1/6 

   Brian Dirlam 

1/8 

   Hilda Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/16 

   David Sindel 

1/18 

   Elaine Lettiere 

1/19 

   Regina Donovan 

1/23 

   Daniel Portofee 

1/28 

   Brad Dame 

 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the February Scroll is Monday, 

January 22.  Articles may be submitted as hard-

copy or via e-mail to Kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Scroll Deadline 
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Church Calendar of Events 
January 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

7:00 PM 

  - Alcoholics Anon. 

2 

 

6:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 

   Thames River 

Quilters 

6:30 PM 

   Worship Team Mtg 

3 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:00 PM 

   Daisies 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

4 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

5 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

6 

 

*Epiphany* 

 

9:00 AM 

     Overeaters Anon. 

7:00 PM 

     Alcoholics Anon 

7 

 

+Healing Ministry+ 

*Epiphany Sunday* 

 

9:30 AM 

   Learning Hour—All 

       Ages Epiphany 

12:30 PM 

   Congregational  

       Budget Discussion 

   Un-Decorating 

2:45 PM 

   NL Meal Ctr 

6:00 PM 

   Groton/NL Church 

8 

 

9:00 AM  

   Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Alcoholics Anon. 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

9 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:00 AM 

   Tuesday Morning  

       Small Group 

5:30 PM 

   Executive Council 

6:30 PM 

   Fellowship Team Mtg 

7:00 PM 

   Lifelong Learning  

       Team Mtg 

10 

 

8:00 AM 

    LICEAF mtg 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:00 PM 

   Daisies 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

 

 

11 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

12 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

 

13 

 

8:00 AM 

   Groton/NL Church 

       of Christ 

10:00 AM 

   Overeaters Anon. 

7:00 PM 

   Alcoholics Anon 

14 

 

9:30 AM 

   Evangelism 

       Team Mtg 

15 

 

*Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day* 

Church Office Closed 

 

7:00 PM 

   Alcoholics Anon. 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

16 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:00 AM 

   Tuesday Morning  

       Small Group 

7:00 PM 

   Strategic Planning 

 

17 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:00 PM 

   Daisies 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

7:00 PM 

   CONGREGATIONAL  

       COUNCIL 

18 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

6:00 PM 

   Daisies 

19 

 

9:00 AM 

     Grins & Giggles 

20 

 

10:00 AM 

     Overeaters Anon. 

7:00 PM 

     Alcoholics Anon 

21 

 

9:30 AM 

   Budget Review 

12:30 PM 

   Soup Sunday 

3:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 
6:00 PM 

   Groton/NL Church 

22 

 

9:00 AM  

   Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Alcoholics Anon. 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

   Tono Dolce 

 

SCROLL 

DEADLINE 

23 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:00 AM 

   Tuesday Morning  

       Small Group 

24 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:00 PM 

   Daisies 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

25 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

26 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

27 

 

Work Day—Indoor 

Painting 

 

10:00 AM 

     Overeaters Anon. 

7:00 PM 

     Alcoholics Anon 

28 

 

9:30 AM 

ONE SERVICE 

 

11:00 AM 

Annual 

Meeting 
 

12:00 PM 

   Potluck Lunch 

29 

 

9:00 AM  

   Grins & Giggles 

7:00 PM 

   Alcoholics Anon. 

   Pastor’s Bible Study 

   Tono Dolce 

30 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:00 AM 

   Tuesday Morning  

       Small Group 

31 

 

9:00 AM 

   Grins & Giggles 

10:30 AM 

   Bible Study 

5:00 PM 

   Daisies 

5:45 PM 

   Dinner Church 

   

Music Rehearsals are as follows: 

 Tues., 7:00 PM — Senior Choir 

 Wed., 12:00 PM — Belles & Beaux 

   4:00 PM — Joyful Noise 

   5:00 PM — Glory Ringers 

   7:00 PM — JuBELLation 

 Thurs., 5:00 PM — Ring Masters 

  7:00 PM — Celebrate Team 

Unless otherwise indicated, our Sunday schedule includes 

Worship at 8:15 and 11:00 AM; Learning Hour at 9:30 AM, and 

Concert Handbell Choir rehearsal at 12:30 PM.  Celebrate 

services are at the 11:00 AM service on the second and third 

Sundays of the month. 

Church Office Hours: 

 Monday—Wednesday: 

 8:30 AM—2:30 PM 

 

 Thursday: 10:30 AM—4:00 PM 

 Friday: CLOSED 
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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
 

Phone: 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Website: stlukegf.org 

 

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America 

 

Living out the purposes 

of God for us today. 

 

New London Meal Center 
Schedule to Serve 

Address Changes 
 

Please notify the 

Church Office of any 

address, phone, or 

email address changes.  

Addresses for College 

students are also 

encouraged!  

860-464-7897 

 
 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT  06335 

Ph. 860-464-7897 

Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency #: 860-373-7190 

www.stlukegf.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Wednesday 

8 AM —2:30 PM 

Thursday 

10:30 AM—4:00 PM 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

Pastor Danny R. Hammons 

pastordanny@stlukegf.org 

Lead Pastor 

 

Pastor Sarah Barnes 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 

Associate Pastor 

 

Gina Marie Williams 

gina@stlukegf.org 

Director of Music 
 

Suzanne Wingrove 

suzanne@stlukegf.org 

Bookkeeper 

 

Kathleen Bartkowski 

kathleen@stlukegf.org 

Parish Administrator 

Organist/Celebrate Accompanist 
 

Bill Brentnall 

Sexton 

 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
 

Marty Wood 

martyengrew@gmail.com 

President 

 

Dyann Baker 

DyannBaker@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 

 

Leah Lozier 

llozier74@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

January 7 

Cooks: 

Croteau 

Heller 

LaForge 

Oplinger 

 

 

 

 

Servers: 

Chambers 

Hanson 

Koerting 

Reynolds 

Stone 

Wimmermark 

Watson 


