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Preparing for Advent (cont’d.)
(Continued from page 1)

We may enjoy the fun in shopping or decorating. Yet we may
also explore Advent in a world that is managing grief,
brokenness, and returning to the lifelines of faith.
At every beginning
There is a yearning
for the One who is coming.
Emmanuel.

We may find joy on following an autumn woods footpath, a
slow walk across a snowy field, or a stroll by the bay – or
memories of when we have done so. I have found that the night
sky in Advent engages us to dream about the ancients, under
the same sky, waiting for their Savior.
O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And Death’s dark shadows put to flight.

We may begin our Advent journey by quieting ourselves; to see,
or hear, or to feel the brilliant ways that the Holy Spirit settles
around us, even now. We can be strengthened by wondering
about the ancestors: the difficulties of their lives in the days
before the birth of the Messiah, and in the years after.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orders all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.

We may gather memories of this unique time by keeping an
Advent journal of thoughts, or gathering poems, prayers, or
photos. A time to sit quietly with prayers from Advent and claim
them for yourself, and what your spirit needs.
Consider angels, holy messengers, or the wise ones who came
far to see.
Consider what the heavens foretold, after a long waiting.
Christ among us!

We may take our Advent adventure outdoors, to explore God’s
good creation in nature, or prepare a ‘quiet day’ for ourselves
or our quarantine group, to dream about the new year ahead of
us.

O Come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all
Bid thou our sad divisions cease
And by Thyself our King of Peace.
Pastor Sandra D’Amico

From the Council President
By Mitch Robinson, Council President
I am pleased to
make a couple of
announcements this
month resulting from
our most recent
Council meeting on
November 19, 2020.
First, the Council
approved the Interim Covenant with
Pastor Sandra D’Amico. A copy will be
provided to the Congregation as soon as
it is signed, but she began her work with
us on October 26 and has met many
parishioners both in person and
virtually. In addition to her ministry of
Word and Sacrament, one of her key
roles at St. Luke will be working with the
Ministry Site Profile (MSP) team and
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guiding our transition process. She is
also working closely with Gina,
Kathleen, and the worship team led by
Brad Dame to develop our continued on
-line worship. The Council discussed the
possibility of indoor group worship but
determined that the risks remain too
great in view of the increasing number
of infections.
The Council also accepted Marty
Wood’s gracious offer to serve as the
interim Councilor with responsibility or
Facilities. He has already been managing
several significant property issues that
recently arose. Our hot water heater,
which is over twenty years old, must be
replaced, and Marty made the
appropriate arrangements with

Council’s grateful approval. In addition,
he also arranged to replace a leaking
heat control valve for the sanctuary .
We are fortunate that the money is
available in the Council’s Long-term
Contingency Fund to pay for this work. I
am very thankful that Marty is giving us
the benefit of his talent and experience
in addition to his ongoing work on the
Forward Leadership Team and the MSP
Team.
The Council approved the hiring of
Lee Eastbourne as our Communications
Coordinator, who brings a wealth of
experience in non-profit work. You can
read about his background on page 13,
but I want to especially highlight the
(Continued on page 13)

We have made the painful decision to hold Christmas services and celebrations on-line only. We fully understand
the sentiment and desire toward gathering together to worship. However, we feel the risk is too high that Covid
could be spread through one of our indoor gatherings, even after taking all due precautions. That's a bell that
can't be unrung if someone in our church family, or anyone, ends up hospitalized or worse. While the end of the
pandemic is taking longer than any of us envisioned or hoped, vaccines and other therapeutics are on the way.
This too shall pass. Meanwhile, your St. Luke staff has been hard at work devising ways to celebrate the season
while keeping us all as safe and healthy as possible. The following are ways that you can participate and,
hopefully, still feel connected to your St. Luke family. Events will be released for viewing on the dates and times
listed and then may be viewed at anytime following the event on our YouTube page. Links will also be posted on
our website and Facebook page.

Community Christmas Concert
To be released Friday, December 18, 7:00 PM
Watch and listen to a video compilation of Christmas performances past and present.

Winter Solstice with Kathleen
Monday, December 21, 7:00 PM
Tune in to our Facebook channel and watch a live casual performance
of seasonal piano arrangements played by Kathleen Bartkowski from her home.

Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24, 6:00 PM
Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. This service will include
special music, carols, and a modern interpretation of the story by our youth.

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25, 9:30 AM
Tune in for a special message from Pastor Sandra.

Service of
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 27, 9:30 AM
Listen to the narrative throughscripture and sing your
favorite carols with this traditional service.
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Minutes of the Oct. 15 Congregational Council Meeting, pg. 1/2
Meeting held via Zoom
Present: Pastor Sandra D'Amico, Mitch Robinson, Jennifer Gilletti, Lee Eastbourne, Brad Dame, John Felty, Pat Robbins, Bill
Kracke, Sue Anderson, Marty Wood, Ray Heller, and Liese Zitzkat
OPENING ACTIVITIES:
 The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by Council President Mitch Robinson.
 John Felty led devotions.
 The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2020 Council meeting. The motion
passed.
PASTOR'S REPORT:
 Please refer to separate Pastor's Report document. [Editor’s note: Please contact the Church Office if you would like to see
any of the separate reports.]
PARISH REPORT:
 Please refer to separate Parish Report document.
 The motion was made and seconded to approve the hiring of Lee Eastbourne as Communications Coordinator. Lee
introduced himself to the Council. The motion passed.
 There is a need for volunteers to rotate hosting the Sunday Zoom coffee hour. Perhaps the Evangelism Team could
coordinate this, and an online volunteer signup tool could be used. Pat Robbins will check with Pam Gray, and one of
them will host this Sunday, November 22.
TREASURER'S REPORT:
 Please refer to separate Treasurer's Report documents (detail and final) as well as the Fund Activity Report.
 The audit team is making progress. They are almost done with 2017, then will move on to 2018 and 2019.
 Mitch Robinson updated that we have 55 pledges worth $250,415, which is 68% of 2020 pledges. He is following up with
those who have not responded.
MISSION SITE PROFILE (MSP) REPORT:
 Report from Pat Robbins: The MSP team is receiving responses to their survey. The deadline has been extended to
Monday, November 23, and will be announced during Sunday's virtual worship service. All members of a household
should complete the survey.
CALL COMMITTEE REPORT:
 Report submitted by Fawn DeMello via email:
“The call committee met last Thursday, November 12, and all were in attendance. We discussed the questions
that we have already come up with and have eliminated some and added onto others to clarify the question. We
have decided that there will be two sets of questions for first round and second round interviews. We met for almost
two hours. It was a very productive meeting.
We were all in agreement that once the MSP is approved we will sit down again to add questions that pertain
directly to the MSP for the candidates to answer. At that time we may eliminate some of the questions that we
already have because they may be duplicates or asking the same question just in a different way.
Our next meeting will be after the MSP is finalized and approved.”
TRANSITION REPORT:
 The motion was made and seconded to approve the Intentional Interim Covenant for Pastor Sandra D’Amico. The
motion passed.
PURPOSE TEAM REPORTS:
 Worship: Please refer to separate Director of Music and Worship Technology Report document. Updating technology/
equipment needs to be discussed. It was noted that Gina Williams should be commended for her effort and dedication
during the pandemic. Brad Dame updated that the last Worship Team meeting took place in February 2020. Team
membership has dwindled. The team has traditionally met the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM, and Brad and
Pastor Sandra will coordinate a meeting. Mitch Robinson directed all team chairs to liaison with Pastor Sandra to discuss
reviving regular meeting times.
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Lifelong Learning: Please refer to separate Lifelong Learning report document. A new Lifelong Learning Coordinator is
needed, as Pastor Sarah previously filled that role.
Evangelism: Please refer to separate Evangelism Report document. The Lifelong Learning Team should work with
Evangelism on diversifying the library.
Outreach Ministry:
 Please refer to separate Outreach Ministry Report with Addendum.
 Pastor Sandra inquired about people that may need our help at this time. Bill Kracke noted that the meal packing
event was a significant way to reach out, and that had to be canceled due to the pandemic. Matthew Martin runs a
warehouse in Massachusetts with assembly lines that meet Covid requirements. Warehouse volunteers will pack
cartons ($65 each, 216 servings). Bill has taken orders from local food pantries and estimates that $6500 (funding for
100 cartons) is needed. St. Luke currently has enough for 20 cartons. St. Luke members can donate and designate
donations to the meal packing event. An announcement will be included in the Midweek Update.
 Outreach Team meetings include the team leaders of each individual ministry. Participation has fallen off – e.g., New
London Meal Center volunteers are comfortable cooking but not serving because of the pandemic.
 Due to the pandemic, St. Luke will be unable to do the usual alternative gifts (“Advent ministries”) this year. Another
option is to provide gift cards to local social service agencies. The cards would need to be purchased by December 12
in order to distribute them in time. It is estimated that $3000 would be needed. Mitch Robinson noted that there is
currently a balance of $6709 in the Council Discretionary Fund. The motion was made and seconded to provide
$3000 from the Council Discretionary Fund for gift cards for Advent outreach ministries, to be paid back by donations
to those same ministries. The need for donations (which should be marked “gifts for Jesus” or “Advent ministries”)
will be communicated to St. Luke members. The motion passed.
 Fellowship Ministry: Pat Robbins plans to follow up with Louise Larson re: keeping the budget for Fellowship the
same as last year because it is unknown when we will be able to gather again.

SUPPORT TEAM REPORTS:
 People Support: There was no report.
 Facilities Support: The heating control valve and hot water heater need to be replaced. The motion was made and
seconded to have EMCOR replace the hot water healer at a cost of $7343. The money would be taken from the Longterm Contingency Fund. The motion passed. The Council extends its gratitude to Marty Wood for all of his work on this,
and for his stated willingness to serve as the temporary Facilities Support leader until the January congregation meeting.
The motion was made and seconded to approve all reports. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Reopening Team Report: There was discussion about Marty Wood’s well-researched proposal for services during Advent
and Christmas. It was decided that in-person worship is not advisable at this time. An outdoor event/display (e.g., with
lighted trees) might be an option.
 Stewardship Program: Mitch Robinson is expecting more pledge cards to be submitted.
NEW BUSINESS:
 The motion was made and seconded to set the Annual Meeting date for January 24, 2021. The backup date would be
January 31, 2021. The meeting could be held via Zoom or some other electronic means. The annual report booklet would
need to be sent out earlier this year, so annual reports should be submitted to Kathleen Bartkowski as soon as possible.
Mitch Robinson spoke with Brad Roe from the Nominating Team regarding filling next year's Council positions. The
motion passed.
NEXT MEETING:
 The next Council meeting will be held on December 17, 2020. The focus will be the 2021 budget. Brad Dame will lead
devotions.
The motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM, followed by a closing
prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Liese M. Zitzkat, Council Secretary

5

Treasurer’s Report for Month Ending October 2020, pg. 1/3

6

Treasurer’s Report for Month Ending October 2020, pg. 2/3

7

Treasurer’s Report for Month Ending October 2020, pg. 3/3

8

Outreach Ministry
Gifts for Jesus

(in the midst of a pandemic…)
By Mike Wuesthoff
The program will to be a lot simpler this year, albeit a lot less fun. For the safety of their residents and our
congregation, the Martin House has decided to accept only gift cards this year for their 54 residents. In case you’re not
familiar with the Martin House, it’s on Route 32 in Norwich, and in their words:
For over 50 years, Martin House has provided safe, affordable housing, meals and supportive
services to individuals who were homeless or threatened with homelessness. A total of 98% of
residents have histories of mental illnesses, in addition, 51% of the individuals we serve have histories
of a co-occurring disorder of substance abuse and developmental or physical disabilities.
We will continue to provide gift cards to the 25 residents of Safe Futures (formerly Bethsaida) group homes. And this
year, we will provide gift cards to 12 Ledyard families that last year were given food baskets for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. To further minimize contact with money and germy gift cards, we will accept donations for gift cards through
St. Luke and purchase them through the St. Luke Scrip program.
St. Luke has a nifty way to collect donations for the Gifts for Jesus program: Go to the St. Luke website (stlukegf.org),
click on the “MORE” tab at the top of the page, then “ONLINE GIVING.” Select the “Other” box, enter “Gifts for Jesus” in
the box to the right, and follow the prompts to make your donation by credit or debit card. Alternatively, you can take or
mail a check to St. Luke. Make sure to include “Gifts for Jesus” in the memo line. For us to be able to purchase gift cards
through the Scrip program (which benefits St. Luke with a percentage of the sale) and get them delivered in time for
Christmas, we need your donations as soon as possible, preferably by December 13.
Altogether, we will need over $2,500 to purchase all these gift cards. We know this is a lot of money, but our
congregation is so generous and loving that we believe you can do it! If we receive more than this, we know of Furniture
Bank families that are in desperate situations because of the pandemic. Others have lost everything because of fire,
domestic violence, or other
devastating circumstances.
We also want to continue
providing you with an
opportunity to support
charities you have supported
in the past, but because we
can’t give you fancy ornaments
in exchange, we’ll give you the
names and you can donate
directly through their
websites. They are:
Chikumbuso
(chikumbuso.com), ELCA Good
Gifts (goodgifts.elca.org),
Church World Service blanket
program (cwsblankets.org),
ELCA World Hunger (elca.org/
hunger), and Habitat for
Humanity (habitat.org).
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Outreach Ministry
A Successful Crop Walk
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson
Celebrating the 32nd year of The
Gales Ferry Ledyard CROP WALK,
nineteen faithful St. Luke members
stepped up to meet the challenge of
addressing global poverty with our
partner churches in southeastern
Connecticut. Fifty (50) walkers and
eleven (11) support staffers
participated this year. On October
18, 2020, multi-generation family
members and friends participated
in a socially distanced version of
our annual walk on a beautiful
autumn afternoon. St. Luke
walkers have raised $2,835.00 as
of November 15, 2020. A very
special thank you is extended to
David Etris for his enduring
commitment to this important
work. Participating remotely from
his new home in Rochester, New York,
he raised $1,000.00 for the cause, which
is included in the St. Luke total.
Our southeastern Connecticut
community has raised $12,595.00,
despite COVID. That is about two thirds
of what we usually raise and we are very

grateful for the donors’ generosity.
Approximately $3,149 dollars will be
donated to the Gemma Moran Food
Bank to provide for the rising numbers of
food insecure people in southeastern CT.
Every single gift makes a difference. This

SAVE THE DATE: October 17, 2021
What’s new for CROP WALK 2021?

has been an especially challenging and
stressful year worldwide. On behalf of all
of the people who will be nourished
through feeding programs, have access
to clean water, learn skills, and be
provided with seeds, animals and
supplies to help sustain themselves, we

Save the Date!
By Elaine Remondi-Simpson
St. Luke will be hosting our annual
December Blood Drive on Thursday
December 10th from 12:30 - 5:30 p.m.
We are starting an hour earlier during
the dark days of winter.
Covid 19 protocol requirements
include:
 Masks, temperature checks upon
arrival, social distancing,
 Sanitizing all hard surfaces
between donors
 Refreshments are limited to
prepackaged foods and drinks
provided by the Red Cross

10

sincerely thank you for your ongoing
efforts to support CROP WALK. Thank
you for caring about our neighbors close
to home and far away. All of your efforts
are sincerely appreciated and are life
affirming for those in need of help.
Jesus reminds us, “What you did
for the least of mine you did for
me.”

Select a convenient appointment
time by: calling 1 (800) RED-CROSS or
sign up online www.redcross.org. The
need for blood is constant and every
unit is precious to the health and wellbeing of the community. Donors make
a huge difference in the quality of lives
of our neighbors, and a way to reach
out in the true spirit of Christmas
giving.
Won’t you consider investing in
the health of the community by making
a life saving donation?

Church World Services (CWS) is
launching a new and improved
CROP WALK website format in
early December 2020 that works
on a smartphone or desktop
computer. Previously registered
CROP WALKERS will be receiving an
email containing links to short tutorial
videos. There are three things you can
do to make a smooth transition: 1)
download your personal fundraising
report, 2) export your contacts list, 3)
copy any email templates.

Outreach Ministry
Another Great Year for St Luke’s Community Garden
By Penny Howell-Heller
The church’s outreach Community Garden
program had many hurdles to overcome this year,
starting with limitations due to Covid-19
restrictions. However, despite a slow start due to
a wet cold spring that destroyed early bean plants
and an opportunistic deer that spent a night
snacking on green pepper plants, the garden
produced 869 pounds of fresh produce for the
New London Meal Center. Elaine RemondiSimpson and Linda Martin were able to harvest a
variety of vegetables twice a week from early July
through the end of October owing to the
unusually warm fall weather. This total is among
the highest in the garden’s nine-year history. The
garden was also made possible with help from
Diane Geer, Steve and Jeanne Loomis, Betty
Ziemba, and Ray and Penny Heller. Volunteers are always welcome.
The produce was especially welcomed at the Meal Center where there was a large increase in the number of
people coming to the Center at the same time that the closure of many area restaurants greatly diminished the usual
food donations. A thank you note from Peta Madry, Meal Center director, conveyed how much this fresh food meant
to the program.
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Outreach Ministry
We know you’re out there!
Staying home as much as possible?
Bored?

Well, we have a job for you - selling stuff on the internet for
the Furniture Bank! We often get things donated for our tag sales
that either don’t sell or are too fragile or pilferable to include in
the crowded, chaotic tag sale environment, so we’re looking for
someone who could take some items home and sell them for us on
EBay or whatever. We put this request out a couple of times
before, but NOBODY volunteered. Now that we’re all confined to
our homes most of the time,
we’re hoping somebody who
enjoys this sort of thing (we
know you’re out there) will
volunteer to give it a try. If
you’re interested, please
contact Mike or Karen
Wuesthoff at the Furniture
Bank number: 860 381-9224
between 11 am and 9:00 pm.
Email works too:
fbankct@gmail.com.

For many years, St. Luke has offered a meal
ministry which provides simple meals for church
families experiencing crises which makes meal
preparation a burden. When help is needed, a
volunteer on the Meal Ministry volunteer list will be
contacted and asked to provide a meal or series of
meals and hopefully deliver it to the family home.
Meals can be purchased or prepared at home. Food
restrictions will be communicated to the volunteer.
The meals are intended as a short-term intervention.
Sue Anderson has taken over this ministry from
Suzanne Etris who guided this ministry for many years.
Contact Pastor Sandra or the church office (860-4647897) if you need assistance or know someone who
would benefit from this service.

Together Apart
How St. Luke Is Staying Connected
YouTube: Sunday Morning Worship services are posted on
our channel and shared on our Facebook Page at 9:30 AM on
Sundays. You will be able to watch the worship video at any
time after that, but we suggest 9:30 am as a time to "gather."
St. Luke on YouTube
Zoom Coffee Hour: After you’ve watched the worship video,
join us at 10:30 on Sunday mornings for Coffee Hour. We have
been meeting virtually via Zoom. Click here to join. Don’t have
a computer? Contact the Church Office for the phone number,
meeting number, and passcode.
Midweek Email: Weekly meditation from Pastor Sandra and
announcements, emailed on Wednesdays. If you have not
been receiving these and would like to, please let Kathleen
know.
Facebook Group: This is a place for St. Luke members and
attenders to connect, share joys and concerns, and pray for
one another. (Think online fellowship.) Facebook Group
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Facebook Page: This is open to everyone where we post big
announcements and events that are useful information for
both the St. Luke community and the broader community.
(Think online Evangelism). Facebook Page
Mailings: For those members who are known to be without
internet access, we are mailing at home worship materials and
the Scroll. If you know of
someone who might like to
be on our mailing list, please
let Kathleen know.
Staff email addresses
and the emergency
phone number for the
pastors are on the
back of the Scroll.

Meet OurNew Staff
From the Council
President (cont’d.)
(Continued from page 2)

important and necessary work he is
doing at the Johnny Cake Center in
Westerly, RI.
The Council set January 24, 2020, as
the date for our Annual Meeting. In view
of the COVID-19 restrictions, it will be a
virtual meeting via the Zoom platform.
More information will be forthcoming,
but please contact then Church Office if
you have any questions or concerns
about accessing Zoom. The meeting will
include election of the Church Council
and Officers. We need to elect several
Councilors as well as Officers. Please
contact a member of the Nominating
Committee (Robin Nelson, Brad Roe,
Veronica Rollinson, Helmut Steinnagel or
Jim Sammons) if you are interested in
serving.
At that meeting, we will also be
approving our budget for 2021. As of the
time I write this (November 22), we have
received 56 pledges in a total amount of
$255,615. Last year's budget, which
included cuts to several of our ministries
as well to our Synod benevolence, was
based on pledges of $363,916. The
present pledged amount would require
a further 30% reduction. Consequently,
I urge you to contact Kathleen in the
Church Office at kathleen@stlukegf.org
or me at president@stlukegf.org if you
have not received your pledge card. We
have started contacting folks and have
received some additional pledge cards in
response but returning your pledge card
now would reduce that burden. We
recognize that some of you may be
experiencing financial uncertainty that
does not permit you to comfortably
make a pledge and only ask that you
keep St. Luke and its ministries in your
prayers. It will be an uncertain year
ahead and a firm knowledge of the
available financial resources will help the
Council shape the budget to ensure our
ministries are sustainable.

Lee Eastbourne
Communications Coordinator
We are delighted to announce the hiring of Lee
Eastbourne as our new Communications Coordinator.
The focus of his ministry will be to output
information to the congregation and to the
community surrounding this church, by collecting,
organizing, and distributing information and news.
He is responsible for keeping the website up to date,
posting information on our Facebook public page and
private group, and sending out mass email via
Constant Contact (such as the Midweek message). Lee
may be reached via email, Lee@stlukegf.org, or by
calling the church, 860-464-7897, ext. 19.
Lee was born and raised in Bradford, England, approximately four hours
north of London. He completed his undergraduate education in the United
Kingdom and currently holds a Bachelor of Arts (with Honors) in Sport and
Education Studies from Liverpool Hope University.
Lee moved to the United States in late 2004 for what he thought would be
a short commitment to work and gain valuable experience before returning to
England to pursue a career in education. That plan never came to fruition as
Lee met, and is now married to Jennifer, with whom he lives in Gales Ferry, CT,
with their two children, Emmeline and Noah.
During his time in the United States, Lee has held roles in both the forprofit and non-profit sectors, serving as Client Services Manager, Account
Executive, Operations and Marketing Manager, and Director of Development
with varied responsibilities including Communications, Marketing, Sales,
Development, Operations and Administration.
Lee currently serves as the Executive Director of the Jonnycake Center of
Westerly, a 501(c)3 non-profit Social Services organization located in Westerly,
RI.

Scroll Deadline
The deadline for the January Scroll is Monday, December 16 by
8:00 AM. Articles may be submitted as hard-copy or via e-mail
to Kathleen@stlukegf.org

DEADLINE
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Music Notes and News
By Gina Williams, Director of Music
Our music at St. Luke would not be
the same without Kathleen Bartkowski
and I give thanks every day for her. I think
that sometimes we may take her for
granted. Kathleen is a professional and
talented musician and I would like to
share a bit about her.
Did you know that Kathleen holds a
bachelor’s degree in piano performance
and a master’s degree in piano
accompaniment? She is a highly sought
after accompanist for many area schools,
and she has played for American Choral
Directors Association (ACDA), Music
Educators National Conference (MENC),
and the New England Music Festival
Association (MENFA) honors choirs and

choir.
Kathleen began
studying piano at the age
of 5. In the third grade, she
took up the violin. She
played in school orchestras
until finishing her
undergrad at UConn, and
was even awarded a four
year string scholarship
while attending UConn. In
middle school, she started
playing the flute, and in
high school picked up the
tenor sax, trombone, and baritone horn.
At age 16, Kathleen began to learn
the organ, and, although she took a few
lessons here and there, she
is mostly self-taught. Since
then, she has pretty much
been a church organist
somewhere. She has played
for Baptist, Congregational,
Episcopal, Methodist, and,
of course, Lutheran
churches. In many of those
positions, she was also the
choir director and handbell
director.
Can you imagine what
Sunday morning would be
like without Kathleen’s
Accompanying a trumpet recital
music - her preludes, her
conference sessions at the local, state,
postludes, her offertories? I can’t. During
and national levels. Kathleen has traveled the past eight months, Kathleen has
with the Mystic River Chorale and UMass recorded almost 12 hours of music for our
Amherst choirs to Europe. While working online worship services. She has recorded
for Central Connecticut State University,
42 different hymns with each hymn
she accompanied vocal students and the
recorded twice – a short version (1-2
choirs. She has also played for the Mystic verses) and a longer version (2-4 verses).
River Chorale, Ledyard High School,
She has also recorded 123 piano pieces,
Mak’hela, and the Hartford Chorale
most of which are based on hymn tunes!!!
Chamber Singers, among other groups.
That’s quite a lot of music that we
Currently, she is the accompanist of the
continue to share in our online worship
Vernon Chorale, an auditioned community services.
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Vernon Chorale performance
This time of year, musicians are
usually busy with rehearsals and holiday
performances. It is exhilarating, albeit
exhausting. Covid has changed that, of
course, and Kathleen and I find ourselves
feeling a bit bereft and grieving, as we
know you are. For many of us, this is the
first time in countless years that we will
not be in church on Christmas Eve sharing
music in celebration of our Lord’s birth!
The excitement we normally experience in
preparing for Christmas feels different this
year. However, we are dedicated to
finding ways of building the excitement
and wonder of Christmas. Check out our
plans on page 3 to make this a wonderful
Christmas for us all!

ACDA National Men’s Honor Choir,
Chicago, IL

Celebrations
12/02
Deborah Eld
12/04
Robert Nelson
Kevin Portofee
12/08
Jenna Beale
Dick Wimmermark
12/09
Donald Savage
12/11
Erik Haugland
12/12
Sue Moran
Sean Raymond
12/14
Dyann Baker
Tia Lueth
12/17
Olivia Johnson
12/19
Elaine Lettiere
Marc Lozier
12/20
Gerald Swope
12/21
Chawn Johnson
Nancy Seibert
12/22
Mark Raymond
12/23
Norma Taylor
12/26
Ryan Ewing
12/28
Sara Willingham
Evan August
Lisa McCabe
12/29
Carolyn Kracke
12/30
Charles Fear
12/31
Elizabeth Smart

12/??
Kari Hammen
12/1
Matthew Graul
Laurie Crawford
Bill Kracke
12/3
Rudy Croteau
Eleanor Lueth
12/5
Tom Nolan
12/14
Grace DeMarco
12/19
Jack Stehle
Erik Haugland
12/23
Meaghan Brown
12/24
Kevin Portofee
Alexander Graul
12/25
Heather Frost
12/26
Josh Robeson
12/31
William Reynolds

12/4
Meahan & Jeff
Guise (5)
12/6
Ed & Hilda Davis (62)
12/16
Mike & Sharon
Mason (26)
12/29
Gina & Scott
Donovan (13)

Did we miss your celebration? Please call the
church office, 860-464-7897, or e-mail
Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we can be sure to
honor your special day!

Prayer List
Pray for healing:
 Norma Taylor
 Linda
 Koa
 John Robbins
 Bob Chernansky
 Brenda
 Ryan
 Rudy
 Sue Conley
 Curt Frost
 Julie Perkins
 Alexander Nicki
 Steven Gilbert
 Chip Moran
 Harry Tobiassen
 Brenda S.
 Pam Wolbert
 Mark
 Dennis
 Laurie
 Terry Blair
 Bill
 Glenn Rupert
 Rayanne Lehman
 Fred Launer
 Hugh Busey
 Ethel Haugland
 Neb Smith
 Stephanie Lucas
 Charlotte
 Sharon Kapner
 Patty Rennegarbe
 Jean Pierce
 Linda and her son,
Billy
 Jim
 Ron Podojil
 Ken Plante
 Jennifer & Pete Stred
 Gloria
 Joe Mazur
 Lynn Minichino

Pray for those who
are grieving:
 Debra
 Kellie
and the families and
friends of:
 Dale Arnold
 Clavon Marrow
 Deshonta
 Antonio
 Jonathan Smith
 Ron Davis
Pray for deployed
military:
 Evan Kohl
 Andy Sammons
 Chris Siebert
 Derek Raymond
 Patrick Wimmermark
Pray for homebound:
 Lynn Tarozzi
 Lynn Minichino
 Ruth Going
Pray for those with
other concerns:
 essential and
healthcare workers
 Saditha
 Teddy and Aaron
 Chikumbuso Project

If you would like to add a prayer request to the
Weekly, please complete the Prayer Request
form on the reverse side of the yellow
Connections form. Leave the form in the pew
and the ushers will collect them and turn them
in to the church office. You can also add a
prayer request by calling the office at 860-4647897.
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Kids’ Page

Color me!
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Church Calendar of Events
December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:30 AM
On-line Worship
10:30 AM
Zoom Coffee Hour
2:45 PM
New London Meal
Center

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
7:15 PM
Executive Planning
Team Meeting

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

13

14

15

16

17

18

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
7:00 PM
Congregational
Council

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

25

9:30 AM
On-line Worship
10:30 AM
Zoom Coffee Hour

20
9:30 AM
On-line Worship
10:30 AM
Zoom Coffee Hour

27

SCROLL
DEADLINE

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

22

23

24

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

Christmas Eve

7:00 PM
Winter Solstice
with Kathleen,
Facebook Live
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9:30 AM
On-line
Worship—
Service of
Lessons &
Carols

12:30 – 5:30 PM
Red Cross
Blood Drive

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

21

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

29

12

30

On-Line Worship
6:00 PM

19

7:00 PM
Community
Christmas
Concert on
YouTube
26

Christmas
Day
9:30 AM
Special Message
from Pastor
Sandra

31

ANNUAL
ALL activities are subject to change.
REPORTS
DEADLINE
Please check your email,

stlukegf.org, and the St. Luke
Facebook page for updates.
Attend meetings via Zoom.

10:30 AM
Zoom Coffee Hour

17

Address Changes
Please notify the
Church Office of any
address, phone, or
email address changes.
Addresses for College
students are also encouraged! 860-4647897

New London Meal Center
Schedule to Serve
November 29
Ruth Chambers
Roger Hanson
Ray & Penny Heller
December 6
Leah Lozier
Ray & Penny Heller
2 volunteers needed

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Ph. 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Emergency #: 860-381-0884
www.stlukegf.org
Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
8 am to 2 pm
Tuesday
8 am to 12 pm
Friday
CLOSED

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor Sandra D’Amico
pastorsandra@stlukegf.org
Intentional Interim Pastor
Gina Marie Williams
gina@stlukegf.org
Director of Music and
Worship Technology
Suzanne Wingrove
suzanne@stlukegf.org
Bookkeeper

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Phone: 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Website: stlukegf.org
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

A Spirit Driven Christian
Community of Engaged
Disciples, Called to Serve,
Love and Forgive.

Kathleen Bartkowski
kathleen@stlukegf.org
Parish Administrator
Organist/Accompanist
Lee Eastbourne
lee@stlukegf.org
Communications Coordinator
Bill Brentnall
Sexton

Officers of the Congregation
Mitch Robinson
mimarobinson@aol.com
President
Fawn DeMello
fdemello@comcast.net
Vice-President
Jen Gilletti
gilletti.ri@netzero.net
Treasurer

