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The Scroll
Christmas Memories
By Pastor Sarah
Do you ever see pictures on Facebook and Instagram and
think how does that family have time to do it all? I admit I think
this every time I see beautiful, professional family photos. I
think, how did you remember to book the photographer in
advance, carve out time in your busy schedule, and throw
together those coordinated-but-not-matching outfits? I didn’t
even find time to vacuum this week!
This is the time of year when we are bound to put some
pressure on ourselves. Social media doesn’t help when we
compare our real life to everyone else’s ideal life. We all just want what’s best for our
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“We are a Spirit driven Christian community
of engaged disciples, called to serve,
love and forgive. ”
We are a
Reconciling in Christ
Congregation.

Council Notes and News
Congregational Review and Transition
Bishop James Hazelwood will be our Synod representative during this Review and
Transition process.

Introduction
St. Luke is a healthy congregation of the New England Synod. The announcement of Pastor
Danny Hammons' decision to retire in the summer of 2020 initiates an opportunity to evaluate
our current ministry and to explore new ministries and/or enhance existing ministries as we
transition to a new pastor. We are starting a new chapter in the life of St. Luke Lutheran
Church.
Among the many questions to be addressed in the next 9 to 12 months:
What is the best way to honor and thank Pastor Danny for his ministry?
How do we manage this time of transition?
What kind of pastoral leadership is best for St. Luke going forward?
What are the staffing needs beyond pastoral leadership?
What is the financial capacity of the congregation currently and going forward?
Tools
A congregational survey
A series of one-on-one interviews with 20-25 persons conducted by Bishop Hazelwood
A review of the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT)
A congregational history timeline event
The development of a Ministry Site Profile

Timeline
October 2019
Pastor Danny announced his retirement to the congregation
November 2019
Distribute communications outlining this plan for transition to the congregation

January 2020
One-on-One interviews with Bishop Hazelwood
January 25 (Saturday) 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
February 4 (Tuesday) 2:00 to 8 PM
Selection criteria is being developed to identify 20-25 members for the interviews
February 2020
All Congregational Survey will be conducted
Planning Committee for Pastor Danny’s Celebration is formed
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

March 2020
A Congregational History Event is scheduled for Saturday, March 21, 9-11:30 AM
April 2020
Bishop Hazelwood will be drafting a report based on Interviews, survey results, etc. For
details, please refer to the last section of this Transition Plan
May 2020
Presentation of the report to St. Luke Congregation Council
Work begins on the Ministry Site profile
Summary presentation to the congregation

June 2020
Ministry Site Profile is completed
Call Committee is formed
Planning for new staffing structure begins as St. Luke transitions to a single pastor.
July – August 2020
Celebration event for Pastor Danny
Pastor Danny’s Farewell Sunday
Pastor Sarah's Associate Pastor Call is co-terminus (ends) with Pastor Danny's leaving
(July 31, 2020). Therefore, develop and establish a transition/temporary contract with
Pastor Sarah for the period between Pastor Danny's departure and calling a new pastor.
Pastor Sarah is a viable candidate to fill our pastoral vacancy.
Call Committee interviews and recommends
Congregational vote for new pastor
September 2020
Installation of new pastor

Report to the Council (May 2020)
Following the completion of the information gathering process, Bishop Hazelwood will present
a report to the Congregation Council that includes the following:
Introduction: The purpose of this review is to clarify the qualities and characteristics desired
in the next lead pastor, as well as any other staffing arrangements that might be addressed.

Findings: This section presents, in summary form, the discoveries from the One-on-One
Interviews, the Congregational Survey, the History Event, and The CAT (Congregational
Assessment Tool)
Conclusions: Drawing on the findings, we present a series of conclusions in order to focus
attention on two or three most important areas.
Recommendations: The final section presents a concluding summary with specific tasks for
the congregation to pursue. Among these recommendations, we anticipate a concrete
recommendation regarding next steps for the calling of the next pastor.
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Advent: A Time for Hope
By Pastor Danny
Beginning
with
Advent on December
1st our Gospel readings
turn to year A, which means that we will
be reading from Matthew’s Gospel for
the coming year.
At the close of Matthew, we all
remember what is commonly referred to
as “The Great Commission,” which
culminates in the words, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of the
age” (Matthew 28:19-20). Sometimes
what we may fail to remember when we
read this text is that it is not only THE
“Great Commission” but also a summary
of what the Gospel of Matthew is all
about, that is the glorious account of
“Jesus the Messiah” (Matthew 1:1) and

what God has done for all of humanity
through “Jesus, the son of Abraham, the
son of David” (Matthew 1:1). This “Great
Commission” is Jesus’ final commission to
His disciples.
Each of the other three Gospels
record Jesus’ final commission to His
disciples (Mark 16:15-18, Luke 24:44-48;
John 20:21) in which Jesus tells His
disciples to proclaim the good news to
“the whole creation” (Mark 16:15); the
gospel of the risen Lord and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations
(Luke 24:47); and that “as the Father has
sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21). All
Gospel accounts give Jesus’ disciples a
commission to go and proclaim the Good
News.
To follow Matthew’s context and
understanding of this final commission is
to understand it in relation to our
baptism, as this is part of what the final

Sunday, December 22
8:15 AM — Advent 4
11:00 AM — Christmas Pageant

Christmas Eve
4:00 PM — Family Service
8:30 & 11:00 PM — Candlelight Services

Sunday, December 30
Lessons and Carols
Single Service at 9:30 AM
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commission is, to baptize all nations in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. As we begin to
understand our own baptism we begin to
understand what it is to be a disciple, a
steward of the gospel of Jesus Christ and
our response for God’s act of grace to all.
Surely each of us is called in our
baptismal covenant to be a disciple and
to be the church, the body of Christ. To
put this into context of our 21st century
understanding, the Church isn’t only St.
Luke Lutheran Church, but the entire
assembly of God that takes place on
Saturdays and Sundays and other days of
the week wherever the Gospel is
proclaimed, wherever the Eucharist is
celebrated.
Our response to this gospel is to
recognize the grace, faith, and gifts that
we have received from God and to give
back our time, our talents and our
(Continued on page 6)

Meet Our New Members
Erica Aberle,
Samuel, Carson, and Raegan
Hello, St. Luke family. Thank you for welcoming us. We are a Coast Guard
family who moved to Gales Ferry in 2018. We enjoy camping, basketball, Red
Sox games, music, and cooking. We look forward to being a part of your
community and family and are happily jumping right in. Thank you for your
open arms. It is much appreciated!

Christmas Memories (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

families and the people we love. We hope to purchase thoughtful gifts,
decorate festively, go to all the holiday parties to celebrate with friends
and family we haven’t seen in a while, and make it all fun in the process.
We want to make memories that we’ll cherish for a lifetime.
Rituals and traditions help us mark time and create memories. They
help us honor another passing year and celebrate our time together. We
do this as a community of faith in worship. Our Advent wreath helps us
mark time as we approach Christmas. Lighting candles and singing Silent
Night is a holy moment every Christmas eve. As a child, I remember
decorating the Christmas tree in the sanctuary each year. The
ornaments were handmade out of Styrofoam and gold beads. The best
part was climbing the ladder to put the ornaments at the top of the tree.
The family traditions I remember were simple. I remember with great
delight that every Christmas eve, my family would pick up Chinese takeout. It started out of convenience. My brother and I were in the
Christmas pageant at church, and the family service was always too
early for my working parents. After worship, as a treat, we would get
Chinese food. After a year or two, it was tradition and something we all
looked forward to! I also remember that my brother and I would make
time every Christmas break to watch Home Alone 2 – undeniably the
best Home Alone of the franchise. Going to the tree farm to pick out our
tree was also tradition. But the part I remember most was drinking the
free hot chocolate at the tree farm. Every year no matter how careful I
tried to be, I still burned my tongue on the almost-boiling treat. Even a
burnt tongue is part of my cherished memories.
I say all this to show that this time of year isn’t about perfection.
There’s only so much each one of us can do. But just remember, the
small things add up and create wonderful memories too. So this year as
you mark time in Advent and celebrate Christmas remember that the
story of the season is the story of a God who became human. Jesus
came into an imperfect world not to show us how to be perfect, but
rather to show us how to love.
This year, don’t worry about perfection. Instead, focus on love. Love
your friends, love your family, and love your neighbors. Let your actions
and traditions be rooted in the love of Jesus. If we honor the season by
sharing love, I’m sure we’ll make wonderful memories.

Debbie Wisniewski
My name is Deborah Wisniewski. I have
been interested in [St. Luke] for a while. I now
know that I am home.

Meagan, Jeff Guise, Eve
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Outreach Ministry
December Opportunity for Outreach:
An Opportunity that Can Make You Feel Good!
By Bill Kracke, Outreach Ministry Team Lead
Want to feel like you are really helping
people in need? How about cooking or
serving meals at the New London
Community Meal Center on a first
Sunday of the month. We always serve a
Manwich based meal with sides like
salad or veggies from our Community
Garden. Everyone that I have talked to
has said that they really have a fulfilling
time helping others in need. We have
had several of our volunteers move out
of the area, far enough that the drive is
much to long to continue to help
(Oregon, for example). Right now our

volunteer list permits us to schedule
volunteers for once every other month.
With just a few more volunteers we
would probably be able to expand that
to once a quarter. Cooks start at about
2:30 PM for about 2-3 hours and Servers
start about 4:30 PM for about 2 hours.

Why I Volunteer and Give to St. Luke
By Bill Kracke, Outreach Ministry Team Lead
For many years I volunteered and
pledged to St. Luke because I felt that I
had a obligation as a member to
provide support to St. Luke and the
community in whatever way that I
could. Some of this obligation stemmed
from the tasking that Jesus gave us
regarding taking care of the poor, the
hungry, the homeless, and others in
need. While these reasons are still
valid, my thinking has broadened over
the years. After reading Bishop
Hazelwood's book and studying
spirituality in the Pastor's Monday Bible
Study, I now think of my volunteer
work and my giving as more of a “Thank
You” for God's remarkable promise of
grace and forgiveness and Jesus's
sacrifice to ensure that gift without
question. Think of that carefully; we
don't have to do anything, except ask,
to receive forgiveness for free! I now
sort of look at the tasking that Jesus
gave us as God's “wish list” that also
forms the basis for our “God's Work –
Our Hands” slogan and philosophy.
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Now, I know that I am not going to be
able to perform all of the volunteer
work that is out there. Even being
retired doesn't give me the time and/or
the abilities to do all that work. So this
is where pledging comes in. The
Outreach Ministry budget provides
monetary donations to organizations
that are doing much of the tasking that
Jesus has given us. Rather than
duplicate the efforts of other
organizations, we are helping to enable
those organizations to continue to do
their work. And the work of St. Luke
doesn't stop there. Our building, the
pastors and staff provide significant
support for the community and the
congregation. Unfortunately, there
aren't many organizations that offer
free and unlimited forgiveness of
financial responsibilities.
So, in too many words, that is why I
volunteer and pledge to St. Luke.
Thank You God for your generosity
and Thank You Jesus for your sacrifice.

Some of our volunteers have brought
their kids (middle School and older) and
were surprised at how much the kids
enjoyed helping out. If you are
interested send us an email at
outreach@stlukegf.org or talk to Ray
Heller.

Advent: A Time
for Hope (Cont.)
(Continued from page 4)

financial resources. This is participating
in our 21st century commission by Jesus
according to Matthew’s recording of the
final commission, namely, to preach the
gospel to all nations by baptizing,
teaching, and remembering God’s
presence, Emmanuel – God with us
(Matthew 1:23) through the body and
blood of Jesus Christ.
As we begin to read Matthew’s
narrative of the Gospel of Jesus the
Messiah, let us also contemplate our
own response to what God has done
and continues to do for us and we live
our lives as faithful stewards of the gift
of God’s promise through the life, death
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior
Jesus the Messiah.
Have a blessed and peaceful Advent

Outreach Ministry
We’re Tired (but Happy!)
The Tag Sale Was a Lot of Work, but We Did It and We’re Glad!
By Karen and Mike Wuestoff
You gave us lots of good stuff, we
sold it, and we made a lot of money for
the furniture bank. Thanks for all the
good stuff! We sorted it, arranged it,
priced it, sold it, and came away with
over $5,700 – not a record, but enough
to pay for the Furniture Bank phone bill
and the lockers we maintain at Cube
Smart to store donated furniture, with a
bit left over to augment the grant funds
we use to buy beds for people in
financial need.
When we arrived at the church
Friday morning, high winds had knocked
over our very sturdy tag sale sign, and
the power was off. With the sale
scheduled to begin in a few hours, Mike
rushed home with the sign to repair it
while our trusty volunteers continued to
sort and price merchandise by the light
of battery-powered lanterns and
headlamps. Eversource got the power
back on within a couple of hours, the
weather had turned beautiful, and we

were ready in plenty of time to open the
sale at 6 o’clock. Thank you, Lord!
Everything came in early enough in
the week that we were able to sort,
display, and price it before the start of
the sale, and no unwanted items that
would have been difficult to dispose of
were delivered in the dead of night. As
usual, a substantial amount of unsold
merchandise remained at the end of the
sale. Some of it was retained for the
next tag sale, some was taken to
Goodwill, Madonna Place, and others,
and the remaining clothing was taken to
local clothing drops. The rest was put in
a dumpster in the parking lot.
We had lots of help during the sale,
and an efficient cleanup crew on
Saturday. We brought in and set up
tables and bookcases from our storage
shed on Sunday, arranged and priced
sale items Monday through Friday, held
the sale Friday from 6 to 8 pm and
Saturday from 8 to 2, and had the place

cleaned up by 5:30.
With apologies to anyone we may
have left out (please sign in if you help!),
thanks to: Sue Anderson, Dean Bosse,
Alice Carter, Sue Conley, Rudy Croteau,
Sue and Rob Davis, Frank Denton, Andy
Eld, Jody, Logan, and Ian Enslow, Joanne
Erickson, Dave Etris, Kari Hammen,
Diane Hansen, Ray and Penny Heller,
Chawn Johnson, Marge Johnson, Jack
Kelly, Carolyn Kracke, Joan Lambert,
Louise Larson, Linda Martin, Al
Nordquist, Norm and Judy Owsley,
Diane Rogoff, Melanie and Noah Savage,
Michael and Rebecca Richardson, Pat
Robbins, Amy and Dennis Sindel, Jean
and Helmut Steinnagel, Pauline Wanner,
Janeese Watson, Holly West, Karen
Wilding, Jean and Larry Wolfgang, and
Marty and Pat Wood. Thanks also to
Thrivent for a $250 Action Team grant.
God bless you all!
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Outreach Ministry
Gifts for Jesus
Again this year, we’re
offering our popular “Gifts for Jesus” alternative gifts program. Gift trees have been set up on a table in the hall,
providing the opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts for local group homes and families.
As an alternative to buying, wrapping, and shipping boxes to friends and relatives, filled with gifts they don’t really need,
you can make donations to charities we sponsor, take ornaments from the
gift tree, and mail them in an envelope. You’ll feel good about all the time
you saved, and they will feel good about having, in effect, given a gift to
someone who really needed it: a Christmas present to a resident of a group
home or a furniture bank or Friends of Maria family, a goat for a family in
Tanzania, a blanket for a refugee in a war-torn country, funds to build
homes for families in financial need through Habitat for Humanity, or funds
to help people in need around the world through the Church World Service
or ELCA programs. And of course we’re continuing to sponsor the program
the congregation prays for every week: St. Luke’s own Chikumbuso project.
Check out the opportunities on the alternative gifts tables! We think
Jesus would be happy to get any of these gifts for His birthday!

Update on Teddy Nosiku and Aaron Nyambe,
Students from the Chikumbuso Project
After graduating from St. Bernard’s High year and enjoy the freedom of driving their continued support and prayers. May
School in June of 2018, Teddy and Aaron themselves to classes. Teddy & Aaron God Bless you All!
report they are doing well in school. They want to thank the members of St. Luke for
spend from 9am to 10 pm at Three Rivers
College where they hope to earn an
associates degree by this time next year.
Aaron holds a 15 hour per week job in the
admissions office at Three Rivers in
addition to carrying a full load of academic
credits. Teddy is on track for a degree in
either civil or mechanical engineering and
Aaron has decided to broaden his focus
and get a degree in Liberal Arts & Sciences
in hopes of obtaining a job to help finance
his future education. Next year this time
they will both be applying to four year
colleges in hopes of completing their
bachelor ‘s degrees here in the United
States, but realize that finances may be an
obstacle to that end. They have both
obtained their driver’s licenses in the past

8

Join the Fun!

Each winter, St. Luke reserves space at Camp Calumet for an adult Winter weekend. Camp Calumet is a Lutheran camp situated on
scenic Lake Ossipee in the Lakes Region of New Hampshire. The facility offers hotel-like accommodations and excellent cuisine.
The event provides a variety of both indoor and outdoor activities, and is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy fellowship with other
members and friends of the congregation. Attendance is limited to adults only (post high school). The option of either a 2 night or
3 night stay is offered. There are only a limited number of rooms available; so space is limited and fills up quickly. All Conference
Center rooms now have their own bathroom. If you are interested in joining us for this wonderful getaway place your name(s) on
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and submit a deposit check as detailed below. You will pay the remainder to Camp Calumet
upon arrival.
A. 2 nights lodging (Fri/Sat) & 5 meals (Sat B, L, D/Sun B, L) - $168 per person
B. 2 nights lodging (Fri/Sat) & 6 meals (Fri D/Sat B, L, D/Sun B, L) - $186 per person
C. 3 nights lodging (Thur/Fri/Sat) & 7 meals (Fri B, D/Sat B, L, D/Sun B, L) - $246 per person
Cut off for reservations is January 19, 2020, or when all rooms are filled. To reserve your spot, make out your nonrefundable depost check ($25 per person) to “St. Luke Lutheran Church,” and put “Calumet Adult Winter Weekend (A, B, or C)” in the memo
section. Give it to Helmut Steinnagle or Tom Nolan. (DO NOT put if in the collection plate.) If you have special needs (i.e. access,
dietary, medical), include a written description along with the check.
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Music Notes and News
By Gina Williams, Director of Music

Honest Musician Calendar

I am very pleased to announce that Danny
Derjue of Concert Handbell Choir has won
a page in the Honest Musician 2020 calendar. His picture as well as his witty rehearsal comment was one of only twelve chosen
to be featured. Calendars are $20 apiece
and will be available from Gina.

Trunk or Treat
On Friday evening, October 26th, St.
Luke participated in Ledyard’s Trunk
or Treat Event held annually. This
would not have happened except for
the generosity of our congregation in
providing an abundance of candy and
without Jodie, Ian, and Logan Enslow
for their participation. Everyone
loved our Lego church!
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Music Notes and News
By Gina Williams, Director of Music

Upcoming Events

Stuff the Bus

Saturday, December 7th
10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Groton Library Winter Bazaar, Belles & Beaux;
5:30 pm
Groton Holiday Kickoff Celebration,
Groton Sr Center,
St. Luke Handbell Quartet with Santa Claus!
Friday & Saturday, December 13 & 14 at 7:00 pm
Ledyard High School Winter Choral Program with
special guests, JuBELLation, who will be
accompanying the LHS choirs as well as
performing a featured piece.

A Big Thank You!
On Sunday, November 3rd, the music program sponsored a
Soup Sunday in support of the Community Christmas Concert.
Thank you to everyone who provided food, helped set up
and/or clean up. Due to our congregation’s generosity, we
are able to continue our tradition of having professional
musicians!

On November 2nd, Concert Handbell Choir provided
Christmas music for the kick-off of “Stuff the Bus” at
Foxwoods. Performing in the valet area just outside the
entrance to the Grand Pequot Hotel, we played popular
Christmas tunes. We also performed two featured pieces
during the ceremony.

The Great Christmas Ring
The Great Christmas Ring was held at the Bushnell Performing Arts Center in Hartford on November 4th. I participated
representing St. Luke.
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Odds & Ends
Christmas Homecoming
By Bob Simpson
Every time I hear the old standard
“I’ll be Home for Christmas” it speaks
directly to my heart and memories. The
words of the song made popular during
World War II captures in its melancholy
refrain the separation our service
members face when serving so far from
home during this season. “I’ll be home
for Christmas, you can count on me, I’ll
be home for Christmas, even if it’s only
in my dreams.” Often, I had been home
only in my dreams; but, one year when I
was supposed to be home only in my
dreams, I ended up at home in person.
You see we had left Groton in our
fast attack submarine and had missed
Thanksgiving and were scheduled to
miss Christmas and New Years as well.
We expected it and had planned the
dinners and the events to celebrate the
holidays as shipmates far from our
families. After all, it was part of our
profession. Then one evening we rose to
periscope depth to receive our radio
messages. Sitting in radio, I tuned in the
proper frequencies and began to copy
the “broadcast” – the system that
forwarded messages to the submarines
at sea. The teletype machine clattered
as it printed out the incoming “traffic”.
Watching the letters print out, I began
to see messages for our boat. Then it
caught my attention – a high
precedence message for us began to fill
the page. My attention was now focused
on the machine and I announced
to the Officer of the Deck that
we were receiving a high
precedence incoming message.
In a few seconds, our Captain
arrived and began reading the
message with me as it arrived.
Simply put it said: “GO HOME –
NOW” and gave us an arrival
date the day after Christmas. I
tore the message off and
handed the copy to the CO, who

immediately order the ship to reverse
course and called an officers meeting in
the Wardroom and asked me to attend.
In the meeting, Captain King
wanted to know how fast we could get
home. “Gentlemen” he said: “I have no
intention of arriving the day after
Christmas – we shall arrive before
Christmas!” Looking at me he asked how
much time I would need to copy the
broadcast – I told him all I needed was a
few minutes to tune in and see if there
was anything of importance for us.
“Skip the unimportant messages – we’ll
get those when we get home,” he
ordered. After plotting the homeward
course, the boat came to life – ahead
Flank and off we ran. The boat seemed
to understand where we were headed
and cooperated by adding a few knots
to our normal maximum speed as if it
had heard Captain Kings’ goal itself.
Christmas Eve found us surfaced
blasting the final miles toward Groton.
Contacting Harbor Control on the radio
left us with sinking hopes. There were
no tugs and the base had shut down for
Christmas. Stay out there and wait was
the instruction – just spend Christmas
on the surface making circles and
looking at the lights of home so close
and yet so far away. Captain King would
have no part of that malarkey. “We are
going in” he announced to the crew, “Be
on your toes, if necessary, we will send

our own line handlers over to the pier”.
In we went – no tugs, no escort with the
sun setting and darkness falling. “I have
the Conn,” Captain King said as he
assumed responsibility to maneuver us
the final miles to a berth. “Captain,
Harbor Control has not given us a
berth,” I called up from radio – “Never
mind that – I’ll pick the first open pier –
tell them I am coming in and cannot
turn back.” Sending the voice message, I
received nothing more than “Roger” –
no protest, no wait, nothing other than
a simple ‘Roger’ meaning the message
was received. Captain King kept driving
us in. Harbor Control came back to us
with a berthing assignment that
included a warning there would be no
tugs, as if that was a revelation. Captain
King took us to the pier where we saw
what turned out to be the ship repair
facility’s duty section ready to handle
our lines. Expertly parking us without
missing a beat, we tied up. The shore
power was brought on and Captain King
put liberty down for the non-duty
sections adding at the end – “I told you
we would be here before Christmas –
Merry Christmas.” The crew walked into
the dark along the pier, looking for
telephones to call their families to come
get them. I watched them disappear
into the night as men who were home
for Christmas, not in their dreams, but
for real.
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Celebrations
12/02
Deborah Eld
12/04
Robert Nelson
Kevin Portofee
12/08
Jenna Beale
Dick Wimmermark
12/09
Donald Savage
12/11
Erik Haugland
12/12
Sue Moran
12/14
Dyann Baker
Tia Lueth
12/17
Olivia Johnson
12/19
Elaine Lettiere
Marc Lozier
12/20
Gerald Swope
12/21
Chawn Johnson
Nancy Seibert
12/24
Chris Jones

12/28
Sara Willingham
12/29
Carolyn Kracke
12/30
Charles Fear
12/31
Elizabeth Smart

12/??
Kari Hammen
12/1
Matthew Graul
Laurie Crawford
Bill Kracke
12/3
Rudy Croteau
Eleanor Lueth
12/14
Grace DeMarco
12/24
Kevin Portofee
Alexander Graul
12/31
William Reynolds

12/6
Ed & Hilda Davis
12/16
Mike & Sharon Mason
12/27
Walter & Mili Derjue

Did we miss your celebration? Please
call the church office, 860-464-7897, or e
-mail Kathleen@stlukegf.org, so we can
be sure to honor your special day!
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Prayer List
If you would like to add a prayer request to the Weekly,
please complete the Prayer Request form on the
reverse side of the yellow Connections form. Leave the
form in the pew and the ushers will collect them and
turn them in to the church office. You can also add a
prayer request by calling the office at 860-464-7897.
Pray for healing:
 Sandy Wimmermark
 Pat
 Bob
 Elena and Thomas
 Leslie
 Linda and her son,
Billy
 Jeanne Sullivan
 Peter
 Linda
 Martin
 Jim
 Charlotte
 Ron Podijil
 Ethel Haugland
 Patty Rennegarbe
 Glenda
 Ken Plante
 Eric Eitel
 Jennifer & Pete Stred
 LeeAnn Mitchell
 Gloria Breitenbach
 Joe Mazur
 Patricia Elliott
 Kenneth
 Grant Rogers
 Christopher Bystrak
 Lynn Minichino
 Jean Pierce
 Melanie Savage

 Stephanie Lucas
 Sara
Pray for deployed
military:
 Alex
 Patrick Wimmermark
 Evan Kohl
 Abigail Simmons
Pray for homebound:
 Marnie Reubelt
 Ruth Going
 Dale Arnold
Pray for those who
are grieving for:
 Beth
 Dennis
 Barbara Blair
Pray for those with
other concerns:
 Filiberto
 Linda
 Saditha
 Teddy and Aaron
 Chikumbuso Project

Scroll Deadline
The deadline for the January Scroll is Monday, December
16 by 8:00 AM. Articles may be submitted as hard-copy
or via e-mail to Kathleen@stlukegf.org

DEADLINE

Kids’ Page
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11:00

8:15

Joan Lambert

Bob & Gail
Chernansky

Joanne Erickson

Greeters

Cameron Reynolds,
Pat & Marty Wood

Mitch Robinson, Dennis Sindel,
Tyler Zitzkat

Ray Heller, Kristen Smart,
Dick Wimmermark

Al Nordquist, Carl Smith

Ushers

Sue Anderson

Gail
Chernansky

Linda Martin

Cathy Hanson

Cathy Hanson

Trina Reynolds

Katie Launer-Felty

Grace DeMarco

Charlie Anderson

Carolyn Kracke

Bob Nelson

Kim Haugland

Kellie August

Charlie Anderson

Robin Nelson

Kellie August

Ray Heller

Liese Zitzkat

Communion
Deacons

Logan Lozier

Anna Lettiere

Nikolas Vajdos

Olivia Johnson

Nicholas Haugland

Acolytes

Mitch Robinson

Fawn DeMello

Bill Kracke

Dave Etris

Burton Barnes

Bill Kracke

Dean Bosse

Tech Team

Bonnie Fear

Bonnie Fear

Roger Hanson

Dyann Baker

Dean Bosse

Bonnie Fear

ST. LUKE—SCHEDULE TO SERVE – December 2019

8:15
Leigh Sammons

Mark & Louise Larson, Carl Smith

Penny Heller

Al Nordquist

12/8/19

12/15/19

12/22/19

Kevin Portofee

Nancy Rupert

Leigh Sammons

Dyann Baker

Bonnie Fear

Charlie Anderson Nicholas Haugland

Grace DeMarco

Assisting
Ministers

11:00

Trudy Flanery

Ray Heller, Dick Wimmermark,
Jeanne Loomis

Jeanette Lang

Dave Etris

Altar Guild Lay Readers

8:15
Leigh Sammons

Mark & Louise Larson,
Al Nordquist

Nancy Rupert

Date

11:00

Trudi Busey

Grace DeMarco

12/1/19

8:15

Deb Eld

Cathy Hanson

Bob Nelson

Lee Beale, Kristen Smart,
John Perkins

Christmas Eve

Mark & Louise Larson,
Tyler Zitzkat

Cathy Hanson

Deb Eld

Deb Eld

Bob & Gail
Chernansky

11:00
12/24/19
4:30 PM
8:30 PM
11:00 PM

12/29/19
9:30
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Church Calendar of Events
December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

+Healing Ministry+
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
Grins & Giggles
Deck the Halls!
7:00 PM
2:45 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study
New London Meal Ctr
6:00 PM
Rockin’ Ringers

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
6:30 PM
Worship Team Mtg

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
Bells of Fire
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
6:00 PM
Concert Dress
Rehearsal

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

8

9

10

11

12

13

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
7:00 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

8:00 AM
LICEAF
9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
Bells of Fire
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

Advent 1

Advent 2

9:30 AM
Outreach Ministry
Team
12:30 PM
Lifelong Learning Tm

1:30– 6:30 PM
Red Cross
Blood Drive
5:30 PM
Executive Planning
Team
6:30 PM
Fellowship Team

15

Advent 3

6:00 PM
Rockin’ Ringers

16

17

18

19

20

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
7:00 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles
Bells of Fire
10:30 AM
Bible Study
5:45 PM
Dinner Church
7:00 PM
COUNCIL

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

9:00 AM
Grins & Giggles

24

25

26

27

SCROLL
DEADLINE
22

Advent 4

23

Christmas Eve

Pageant at
11:00 Service

29

4:00 PM
FAMILY SERVICE
8:30 & 11:00 PM
CANDLELIGHT
SERVICES
30

9:30 AM
ONE SERVICE
Lessons &
Carols

7:00 PM
Community
Christmas
Concert

7:00 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study

31

ANNUAL
REPORTS
DEADLINE

2:45 PM
New London Meal
Center

Pastor Danny—vacation (12/26-1/2)

14

21

28

Christmas
Day
Pastor Danny—vacation (12/26-1/2)
Sunday Schedule (unless
otherwise indicated)
Worship:
8:15 & 11 AM
Learning Hour:
9:30 AM
Celebrate services:
11 AM, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays.

Music Rehearsals: - No rehearsals
between Christmas and New Year’s):
Sun., 12:00 PM — Concert Handbells
Mon., 5:00 — Joyful Noise
Tues., 7:30 PM — Senior Choir
Wed., 12:00 PM — Belles & Beaux
4:30 PM — Ring Masters
7:00 PM — JuBELLation
Thurs., 7:00 PM — Celebrate Team

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs.: 9 AM — 2 PM
Friday: CLOSED
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Address Changes
Please notify the
Church Office of any
address, phone, or
email address changes.
Addresses for College
students are also encouraged! 860-4647897

New London Meal Center
Schedule to Serve
December 1
Cooks:
Heller
LaForge
Sindel
Servers:
Chambers
Etris
Hansen
Hanson
Wimmermark

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Ph. 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Emergency #: 860-381-0884
www.stlukegf.org
Office Hours:
Monday—Wednesday
9 am to 2 pm
Thursday
11 am to 2 pm
Friday
CLOSED
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor Danny R. Hammons
pastordanny@stlukegf.org
Lead Pastor
Pastor Sarah Barnes
pastorsarah@stlukegf.org
Associate Pastor
Gina Marie Williams
gina@stlukegf.org
Director of Music

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1830 Route 12
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Phone: 860-464-7897
Fax: 860-464-7742
Website: stlukegf.org
A member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Living out the purposes
of God for us today.

Suzanne Wingrove
suzanne@stlukegf.org
Bookkeeper
Kathleen Bartkowski
kathleen@stlukegf.org
Parish Administrator
Organist/Accompanist
Bill Brentnall
Sexton
Officers of the Congregation
Marty Wood
martyengrew@gmail.com
President
Dyann Baker
DyannBaker@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President
Jen Gilletti
gilletti.ri@netzero.net
Treasurer

