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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
Phone: 860-464-7897 
Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency Phone Number:  
860-381-0884 

 
Internet: www.stlukegf.org 

Find us on Facebook 
Email: churchoffice@stlukegf.org 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 
 

Leading Worship: 
Pastor Sarah Barnes 

Jake Troy, keyboard (Wednesday) 
Kathleen Bartkowski, keyboard (Sunday) 

Gina Williams, Director of Music and Worship Technology 

 
As a Reconciling in Christ Congregation, St. Luke invites everyone into 
our faith community, without regard to race, gender, age, color, national 
origin, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.  

  

 
St. Luke Lutheran Church 

Outdoor Worship 

The Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
6:30 PM 

and 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 
9:30 AM 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

A Spirit Driven Christian Community 
of Engaged Disciples, 

Called to Serve, 
Love and Forgive. 
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Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
 nor things present, nor things to come, 
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
 nor anything else in all creation, 
 will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
 and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
 bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
C: Amen. 

 
Dismissal  

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
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Welcome Music 

 
Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 
P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
 and we deny your presence in our lives. 
 We place our hope in ourselves 
 and rely on our own efforts. 
 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
 We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
 We fear difference and do not welcome others 
 as you have welcomed us. 
 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
 By your grace, forgive us; 
 through your love, renew us; 
 and in your Spirit, lead us; 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
P: Beloved of God, 
 by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
 Our sins are forgiven. 
 Let us live now in hope. 
 For hope does not disappoint, 
 because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Worship 
September 23 and 27, 2020 
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Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give 
us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that 
harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord . 

C: Amen.  

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, 
says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as 
the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall 
die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are 
unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away 
from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and 
right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according 
to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away 
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The Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We Share in the Table of the Lord 

 
Post Communion Blessing 

 
Announcements 
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Tithes and Offering  

 
Offertory Prayer 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Preface Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The Proper Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
God of power, God of might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest! 
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from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, 
and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
  

R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:23-32  

23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 
was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; 
for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I 
will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 
did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 
believe him.” 
 

R: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon 

 
Music for Reflection 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People  

P: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

 A brief silence. 
 

P: In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized 
with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where 
it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your 
love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. 

Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places 
that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses 
you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new 

hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and 
institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in 

body, mind, or spirit, especially 
 Alexander, Steven, Chip, Nadine, Harry, Brenda, Frances, Pam, 

Mark, Dennis, Laurie, Ron, Terry, Bill, Glenn, Rayanne, Fred, Hugh, 
Herb, Ethel, Neb, Stephanie, Charlotte, Sharon, Patty, Jean, Linda 
and her son Billy, Jim, Ron, Ken, Jennifer and Pete, Gloria, Joe, 
Lynn, and Sara, 

 For our deployed military, Chris, Derek, Patrick, and Abigail, 
 For our Homebound, Lynn, Lynn, Ruth, and Dale, 
 For those who are grieving for Marnie. 
 For those with other concerns, Ryan, Nicole, and Caleb, Saditha, 

Teddy and Aaron, and the Chikumbuso Project. 
 Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, 

hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the 

interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless 
ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of your mercy 
and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Are there others for whom we pray or offer thanksgiving?  
 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax 

collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to 
learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life 
and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 

your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ 


