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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
1830 Route 12 

Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
Phone: 860-464-7897 
Fax: 860-464-7742 

Emergency Phone Number:  
860-381-0884 

 
Internet: www.stlukegf.org 

Find us on Facebook 
Email: churchoffice@stlukegf.org 

pastorsarah@stlukegf.org 
 

Leading Worship: 
Pastor Sarah Barnes 

Kathleen Bartkowski, keyboard 
Gina Williams, Director of Music and Worship Technology 

Julie Perkins, Reader 

 
As a Reconciling in Christ Congregation, St. Luke invites everyone into 
our faith community, without regard to race, gender, age, color, national 
origin, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.  

  

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

Outdoor Worship 

The Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 
9:30 AM 

Reformation Sunday 

Confirmation 

A Spirit Driven Christian Community 
of Engaged Disciples, 

Called to Serve, 
Love and Forgive. 
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Blessing 

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
 nor things present, nor things to come, 
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
 nor anything else in all creation, 
 will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. 
 God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
 and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
 bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
C: Amen. 

 
Dismissal  

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
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Welcome Music 

 
Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 
P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
 and we deny your presence in our lives. 
 We place our hope in ourselves 
 and rely on our own efforts. 
 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
 We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
 We fear difference and do not welcome others 
 as you have welcomed us. 
 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
 By your grace, forgive us; 
 through your love, renew us; 
 and in your Spirit, lead us; 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
P: Beloved of God, 
 by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
 Our sins are forgiven. 
 Let us live now in hope. 
 For hope does not disappoint, 
 because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Worship 
October 25, 2020 
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Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit 

on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against 
all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. .  

C: Amen.  

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34  

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 

R: The word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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C: The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of God will 
stand forever. (Isaiah 40:8) 

 

The pastor and another representative go to the altar. 
 

Pastor Sarah: 
I have been among you to lead worship and preside at the Holy 
Communion. I now relinquish the sign of this office. 

 

Pastor Sarah gives a chalice to the representative. 
 

C: Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who 
trust in God.  (Psalm 34:8) 

A: Let us pray. Eternal God, you continually call your people to new 
tasks and set before them new opportunities. We thank you for 
your servant, Pastor Sarah, and her years of ministry with us in 
this congregation. By your Spirit, prosper those deeds done 
according to your will; and grant her grace to continue your work 
with the people of God gathered at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Holden, MA; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

C: Thank you, God, for the variety of ways your people proclaim 
your goodness and lordship. Your love that binds us together 
is stronger than the earthly differences that keep us apart. 

Pastor Sarah:  
 It is time for me to go forth, having returned to you the signs of 

the office of ministry and sacrament entrusted to me at my 
installation. I ask that you send me and my family forth in your 
love. 

C: May God’s blessings be with you as you go forth from us. 
A: Let us pray. Eternal God, you hold the times and seasons, 

endings and beginnings, in your hands. We give you thanks for 

our time together, for work accomplished, for joys and pains 
woven into the fabric of our common life. Grant to us all the 
guidance of your Holy Spirit, that fears and uncertainties about 
the future be transformed into the confidence that belongs to the 
children of God. May each day be received as a sacred trust and 
lived to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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A: Let us give thanks for God’s many blessings and for the life and 
ministry we have shared. 

C: Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of your Church. By 
the power of your Holy Spirit you have gathered us together 
in love and made us your own. Here we are strengthened by 
your Word. Nourished by your Holy Supper, and encouraged 
in the journey of faith by our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Continue to pour out your Spirit on us, that we may 

proclaim the good news of your love in all that we say and 
do. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

Pastor Sarah: 
Dear friends in Christ, you have called me to be your associate 
pastor and entrusted to me the responsibilities of the ordained 
ministry in your midst. At my installation, you presented to me 
the symbols of that ministry. I now return them to you, that they 
may be entrusted to a new leader. 

 

The pastor and a representative of the congregation go to the font. 
 

Pastor Sarah: 
 I have been among you to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins. I 

now relinquish the sign of this office. 
 

The pastor gives a shell to the representative. 
 

C:  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.  (Ephesians 4:4-6) 

 

The pastor and another representative go the place of preaching. 
 

Pastor Sarah:  
 I have been among you to proclaim the good news. I now 

relinquish the sign of this office. 
 

Pastor Sarah gives a Bible or lectionary to the representative. 

5 

 Gospel Reading: John 8:31-36  
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 

R: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon 

 
Music for Reflection 
 
The Rite of Confirmation 

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 
people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making 
public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

 I present Boden Frost, Nicholas Haugland, Olivia Johnson, and 
Brady Moorehead, who desire to make public affirmation of 
their baptism. 
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, 
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. 
You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished them in the community of faith. 
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

 

Assembly stands as they are able.  
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 

and confess the faith of the church. 
 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy 

God? 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel 
against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

Assembly may be seated.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We Share in the Table of the Lord 

 
Post Communion Blessing 

 
Announcements 

 
Rite of Farewell and Godspeed for Pastor Sarah 

Congregational Representative:  
Pastor Sarah, on August, 2016, we called you to be our Associate 
Pastor: to proclaim God’s Word, to baptize new members into the 
Church of Jesus Christ, to announce God’s forgiveness to us, 
and to preside at our celebrations of the Lord’s Supper. With the 
Gospel you have comforted us in times of sickness and trouble 
and at the death of our loved ones. Sharing our joys and sorrows, 
you, Burton and Madeline have been important to our life 
together in the Church of Jesus Christ and in our service to this 
community. 

C: The Lord is loving to everyone and God’s compassion is over 
all God’s works. All your works praise you, O Lord, and your 
faithful servants bless you.  (Psalm 145:9—10) 
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 The Great Thanksgiving 
Preface Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The Proper Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
God of power, God of might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 
The Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 AFFIRMATION 
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you 

intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in 
holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

If so please respond, “I do, and I ask God to help and 
guide me.”  

Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and 

brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ? If so 
please respond, “we do, and we ask God to help and guide 
us.”  

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Confirmands may kneel.  
 

P: Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the 

Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and 
raise us to eternal life. 

 

Pastor Sarah will read each student’s scripture verse, and then 
say a blessing for each confirmand.  

 

P: Stir up in (Boden, Nicholas, Olivia, Brady) the gift of your 
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Confirmands stand and turn towards the congregation.  
 

A: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
 Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
 and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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The Prayers of the People  

R: With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

 A brief silence. 
 

 Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, 
O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the 
church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church 
is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy 
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
R: As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters 

roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation for 
all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering 
from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
R: Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, 

especially in our own land. Free all from slavery and 
human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
R: Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or 

addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill 
especially 
 Rudy, Jonathan, Sue, Curt, Julie, Barbara, Alexander, 

Steven, Chip,  Harry, Brenda, Pam, Mark, Dennis, 
Laurie, Ron, Terry, Bill, Glenn, Rayanne, Fred, Hugh, 
Herb, Ethel, Neb, Stephanie, Charlotte, Sharon, Patty, 
Jean, Linda and her son Billy, Jim, Ken, Jennifer and 
Pete, Gloria, Joe, Lynn, and Sara, 

 For our deployed military, Andy, Chris, Derek, Patrick, 
and Abigail, 

 For our homebound, Lynn, Lynn, Ruth, and Dale, 
 For those who are grieving for Ron and Nadine, 
 For those with other concerns, Saditha, Teddy and 

Aaron, and the Chikumbuso Project. 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
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C: hear our prayer. 
R: In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices 

that have remained firm in their commitment to the one who 
frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us 
in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
R: Are there others for whom we pray or offer thanksgiving?  
 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
R: Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. 

We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth 
and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for 
the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
R: Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving 

arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sharing the Peace of Christ 

 
Tithes and Offering  

 
Offertory Prayer 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, 
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 


