
 

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And     
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” – Acts 2:1-4 ESV 
 
When we read of the events of the first Pentecost, we’re often astonished by how different the first days of 
the Church were from today’s Church. The disciples of Jesus were gathered together in one place during the 

Jewish Feast of Weeks, a celebration of the harvest and of the giving of the law to Moses at Mt. Sinai (Deuteronomy 16:9-
12). During the festival which took place on the fiftieth day of Easter, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples of Jesus. Tongues 
of fire rested on each of them, and they all preached in the languages of the people. People from all over the Roman world 
heard the Gospel in their own languages as the disciples preached with great courage. Peter stood up and gave the first  
ever Christian sermon, and after he preached about three thousand people were added to the Church in a single day. With 
all the amazing events that had occurred, it was easy to see that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter promised by Jesus in John 
14:15-17, had come to His Church.  
 
These days, however, we may well wonder where the Spirit has gone. Worship hardly seems so amazing to us. How often 
do we hear the same old hymns, say the same old words, repeat the same responses, and hear the same old messages, only 
to do it all over again the next week? And when was the last time we felt the courage to stand up and preach before so 
many strangers, or the last time our church baptized 3,000 new believers? It seems so different from what the Church used 
to be that we can become quite discouraged by the discrepancy. What should be exciting and new becomes rather old and 
repetitious, and we might (mistakenly) take that as evidence that the Spirit is somewhere else.  
 
I wonder, however, if in our quest for the same exciting experiences that the first Church experienced we’ve missed the 
meaning of Pentecost. The story of the Church’s birthday isn’t something we need to try to get back to, it’s something 
that’s still true today. Pentecost shouldn’t make us wonder where the Holy Spirit has gone, as though He’s left our        
congregation to fend for itself. Nor should it make us think that the outward enthusiasm of worship is evidence of the 
Spirit’s presence, or the lack thereof evidence of His absence. Rather, the story of Pentecost is the story of how the Spirit 
came to His Church—including our church—to stay.  Pentecost reminds us that the same Holy Spirit who made cowardly 
disciples into courageous men of God, who cut 3,000 people to the heart by the power of the Word and who made them 
His own people through Baptism in  a single day, that same Holy Spirit is always with His Church. To be even more     
specific, that same Holy Spirit dwells with our congregation now and always.  
 
We know it’s true because God has promised that it would be so. Wherever the Word of God is preached, there is the  
Spirit at work to convict sin, inspire repentance, create faith, and forgive sins. Where the Sacraments are administered, the  
Holy Spirit is there to strengthen the weak and forgive the sinner. Whenever we gather together, the Word is preached to 
us in our own language, and there the Spirit is at work to destroy sin and create and sustain faith. Wherever our            
congregation is, that same Holy Spirit who once inspired the Church of old still dwells with us, and His work among us is 
anything but mundane. Church ought to be an exciting place, but not because of the newest trends in music or worship. It 
is an exciting place because the Spirit of God is at work through Word and Sacrament to make saints out of sinners like us.  
 
Summer has come, and the long season of Pentecost is here.  But even while school is on break and even as many of us 
take vacations, the Holy Spirit of God is busy and active in our congregation. He takes no vacation; God is here for you all 
summer long.  
 
Blessings to you all, 
 
Pastor Mike Badenhop  
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Hannah Cary is a graduate of East Waterloo High 

School. She has earned the honor of Salutatorian of 

her class. She will be attending Iowa State University 

in the fall in the College of Engineering.  She is the 

daughter of Roger & Kelly Cary. 

Luke Harris is a graduate of Cedar Falls High School. 

He will be attending Hawkeye Community College to 

study in the CNC Machining and Tool-Making   

Technology program. He is the son of Tim and Tina 

Harris. 

Kyla Wright is a graduate of Waterloo West High School. 

She will be attending the University of Minnesota-Twin 

Cities, majoring in education and kinesiology. She is the  

daughter of Dan and Janelle Wright. 

Sully Quick is a graduate of Waverly-Shell Rock High 

School.  Sully plans to pursue a career with the Illinois 

Central Railroad.  He is the son of Sarah Haag. 

Bailey Krantz  is a graduate of  Waterloo West High School.  Bailey 

plans to take a year off and is working in restaurant management 

for now. She is the daughter of Brad Krantz and Brooke Heuer. 

Cooper Olsen is a graduate of Cedar Falls High School. He will 

be attending Hawkeye Community College and is interested in 

pursing a degree in Business. He will also be a member of both 

the cross country and track and field teams. He is the son of 

Brett & Jamie Olsen. 

Congratulations to Lexxy Cary, who has earned her Doctorate of  Podiatric 

Medicine (DPM) from Des Moines University. She has been accepted to do 

her residency in Kansas City, Missouri for the next three years. 

Kylie Bonorden is a graduate of Cedar Falls High School.  She will be 

attending Iowa State University where she plans to pursue a degree in 

Marketing.  She is the daughter of Scott and Tina Bonorden. 



 

Condolences 

Prayers & Praises  

I would like to thank Pastor Mike,   
Pastor Lindberg, Anne Meyer-Schmitz, 
students and staff at Valley Lutheran.  
Also family and friends at Ascension.  

On March 21, I was taken to the       
hospital.  The ER doctor told me it    
was a good thing I came because I 

probably would not wake up the next 
day.  The work of the doctor and nurses 
helped save me.  Most important were 

all the prayers!  Thanks to all. 

Gary Horak 

Thank you for the prayers for my  
sister Marlas and the cards I received 
when she passed away. It meant a lot 

to know that my Ascension family 
were thinking of me. 

 
Ginny Thomas 

Condolences to the family of      
Virginia Terfehn. Virginia died on 

April 22.  

Gordon & Portia Licht 

Rose Beier 

Sherry Cox 

Ivy Gibbons 

Helen Green 

Dennis Hilmer 

Gary Horak 

John McNally 

Pat Morrison 

Terri Taylor 

Dana Walker 

Condolences to Holly Karr and 
family on the death of her father, 

James Clarke, who died on     
April 22. 

The SPIRIT page 3 

Through the Sacrament of Holy  
Baptism we welcome into the church 

of Christ and the family of            
Ascension, Kendrick LeRoy Hilmer, 
who is presented for Holy Baptism 

by his mother, Audrey Hilmer.  

Congratulations to Adam Galbraith 
on his 2020 Officer of the Year 

Award from the Waterloo Police  
Department.  

Condolences to Greg Wood and 
family on the death of his father, 

Michael Wood, who died on     
April 28.   

Condolences to the family of  
Bruce Harberts. Bruce died on    

April 20.  

Midweek Service  
during Convention 

 

We will not be having Summer      
Midweek Worship (6:30 p.m.) on June 
9 due to the AALC Greater Heartland 
Regional Convention.  There will be a 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion 

on Tuesday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. as part 
of the Regional Convention. A Service 
of the Word will be on June 9 at 7:00 

p.m., also part of the convention.   
Anyone is welcome to attend  

these services.  

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Brokenshire’s Farewell Open 

House.  Also to everyone who         
attended this very special occasion.  It 
was a wonderful outpouring of love           

and support. 
 

Jamie Olsen 
Fellowship & Activities Chairperson 

A sincere thank you to all who called, sent cards, memorial, flowers, balloons, 
and food for my 101st birthday on May 1.  My neighbors and family keep me 
going in mind and body, and I try to move and use what is left and not worry 
about what is gone.  Also thank you for expressions of condolences upon the 
death of my oldest grandchild, Sara Nutter, on April 11.   God bless you all.  

 
Violet Smith 
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Have you ever been in a restaurant watching people at a table, all focused on their 
phones instead of one another?  Or maybe a driver, scanning their messages while     
waiting at a stoplight.  It’s easy to be judgmental, but in reality, we all have likely been 
guilty of being distracted by technology.  How do we use technology to our advantage 
and avoid negative aspects of spending too much time in cyberspace? One help to                               
limit setting is the acronym TO BE SAFE. 

 T  - TIME    Set limits on time that children/teens and even adults spend on tech.  Experts who  
    study effects of  technology on children, youth, and young adults generally              
    recommend no more than 2 hours of  non-academic screen time per day. 

 O  - OBSERVE  Watch how your children are engaged in their tech time.   
    Talk about your observations. 

 

 B  - BOUNDARIES  WHERE may devices be used?  
          WHEN should they be on them and off them?  
           WHICH media platforms and web environments may be used?   

 

 E  - EMOTIONS   Take notice of emotions your children display after being online.  
      Are they more: Sad/Depressed  

 Aggressive 

 Overly Happy 

 Different when plugged-in than when not? 
 

 S  - SLEEP   The lights and colors on screens interfere with normal sleep patterns. 
  Are the youth experiencing FOMO? Also known as the “fear of missing out”,  
  plaguing our youth in social media platforms.   
  Encourage youth to turn off screens at least 2 hours before bedtime. (Adults would 

 benefit from this too.) 
 

 A  - AGE    The younger a child is, the more limits need to be set.   
 Hopefully, as a child grows, these limits will become more internal and they will                
 self-discipline. 

 

 F  - FREEDOMS   Consider giving freedoms for respecting boundaries your family has for technology. 
 E  - EARNED          

 

DeBrito, Ph.D, LCSW, LMFT, “A Parent's Guide to Technology.” Focus on the Family, Focus On the  
Family, 4 Mar. 2020, www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/a-parents-guide-to-technology/.  

Date April 18, 2021 April 25, 2021 May 2, 2021 May 9, 2021 May 16, 2021 

Current Expenses $5,040.50 $3,161.41 $5,698.81 $9,353.12 $5,041.00 

Benevolence $1,217.67 $747.00 $1,054.20 $1,493.87 $770.00 

Building Fund $1,296.50 $175.00 $220.00 $853.10 $335.00 

LET’S TALK:  Setting Healthy Limits  
                         on Technology 

If you are a person in need of volunteer hours for an organization, school, or just to serve please consider helping here at 
Ascension. There are many times and ways throughout the year where volunteering happens. If you need help with ideas, 

please contact Dean Boyce or watch for opportunities in the Sunday bulletin and the SPIRIT newsletter.                         
Most chairpersons of committees are more than happy to have extra hands. 
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 AWANA kids have finished up their year!  These kids together memorized over 600 verses this past school 
year!  God's Word is living and powerful, and these students have now placed God's Word in their heads and hearts 
and we pray they will continue to grow in their faith the rest of their lives!  

These pictures capture some of the silliness of                                      
AWANA games toward the end of the year.  

 

 

Congratulations to Ben Brokenshire, Mikah Lutz, and Oliver Olsen who all received special awards for consistent 
work in the AWANA program.  

Ben received his Sparky Award for completing all the Books in the Sparks curriculum in grades K-2, completing 93 
verses! (Plus he reviewed almost all 37 of his final book as well!) 

Mikah finished his first book for T&T curriculum and has earned his Alpha Award and is well started into his second 
book. Mikah has memorized over 36 lengthy verses for this award! 

Oliver Olsen completed his second book of the T&T curriculum and received his Excellence Award! Oliver has  
completed over 76 lengthy verses for this award! 

 Has your child ever participated in AWANA? If not, 
please consider joining us next school year as we have 

fun diving into the scriptures again! 

MISSION POSSIBLE EASTER MUSICAL 
WAS A SUCCESS!!!! 

 
Look for more pictures coming to the bulletin board across from 

Pastor Mike’s office soon! 
 

   June 2nd  C.I.A. 7:15 until 8PM 
   June 6th  Ice cream Sundaes after 2nd service until 12:30 
   June 9th  NO C.I.A. 
   June 13th  Fundraiser car wash after 2nd service-until 2 pm 
   June 16th NO C.I.A. (VBS) 
   June 23rd   C.I.A. 7:15 until 8PM 
   June 30th  C.I.A. 7:15 until 8PM 
   July 7th   C.I.A. 7:15 until 8PM 
   July 14th  NO C.I.A. (Colorado Youth Conference) 
   July 21st  C.I.A. – 7:15 
   July 28th  C.I.A.- 7:15 
  

Bring a chair and plan on these being outside events, weather permitting.  
If weather does not allow for outdoors, we will be inside. 

C.I.A. SUMMER EVENTS  



 

Congratulations to the 9th grade confirmation class for      
completing their recitation at the service of catechization.    

Another step towards full confirmation.  Way to go! 

Saturday, June 26  
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Rodger's Park in Vinton, IA 
 

Come when you can - leave when you must. 
 

• Light Lunch Will be Provided 
• Indoor Shelter 
• Trees for Shade 
• Swimming Beach (No Lifeguards) 
• 9 Square        PLEASE BRING 
          *Lawn Chairs 
          *Own Beverages & Snacks 
          *Swimming/Fishing/Outdoor Gear 
 

This will be a wonderful time of fellowship for all ages in our 
Ascension Family!  We hope to see you there! Please help us plan 
for how much food will be needed by signing up in the  narthex 
of either sanctuary. Sign-Up by June 20th 

 Greetings from the Preschool Steering Committee! The 
group has met several times this past winter and spring. We have 
worked on fine-tuning the mission statement, given much thought to 
a meaningful name for the preschool and reviewed various options 
for an appropriate location. 
 While we still have no concrete answers to many questions, 
we have spent time brainstorming, pondering and praying. It feels a 
bit overwhelming at times, but what an honor it will be to provide 
Christian education to our community’s youngest learners! 
 At this time we are looking for advice from those who have 
been in the trenches, teaching, directing or organizing a preschool 
from the ground up. If you or someone you know has a background 
in early childhood education, we would love to hear their successful, 
and not-so-successful, strategies and  ideas. 
 We ask that the congregation keep the committee in their 
prayers, asking God to help us keep our eyes firmly on his will, 
while continuing to build excitement and enthusiasm among those 
involved. 

Preschool Steering Committee  
Announcement 

WEDNESDAY LADIES BIBLE 
STUDY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

JUNE CALENDAR   
The Wednesday Ladies Bible Study will 
meet on June 2 and June 30. We will not 
meet on June 9, June 16, or June 23 due 
to other scheduled events at Ascension.    
 

NEW STUDY BEGINS ON WED. JUNE 30 
We will soon complete our current study of three of the 
Minor Prophets — Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah. We 
have learned a lot about OT history as well as application 
of those times to our current world events.   In fact, we 
enjoyed this study so much, we are going to continue with 
three other minor prophets for our next topic!!! Starting 
Wednesday, June 30, we will begin a study of Hosea, Joel, 
and Amos/Faithfulness Amidst Unfaithfulness. We use the 
God’s Word for Today series published by Concordia.    
 

We “energetically encourage” new members to our group!  
Of course, our time starts with Social/Fellowship (snacks 
and coffee) from 9:00 - 10:00 am followed by Study of the 
Word from10:00-11:00. We will be placing an order for 
the books Monday, June 7.  If you would like to join us, 
please let Cindi Mason know by Friday, June 4 for book 
orders.   The cost will be $10 or less/book. 
 

 If you have any questions, please contact:   
 

Cindi Mason 
319-269-2506 (text or call) 

Cindi.mason356@gmail.com 
 

Anyone is invited to stop by and visit anytime or, if       
interested, our bible study is offered via Zoom also.  

Calling all Men – Men’s Summer Study! 
Wednesday evenings                                               

7:15 pm 

We will be using the book “Rough Cut 
Men” as well as our Bibles. The study will 
begin Wednesday, June 2 with more dates 

to follow. Can’t make it there in             
person?  No problem. There will also be a 
Zoom meeting link for this study for those 
who can’t make it to the church building. 

Please contact                                        
Tom Knight at 319-415-7785                  

with any questions.  

L to R:  Brady Beier, Spencer Eldridge, Aidan Hanson,                     
Max Vincent, Grace Brokenshire, Lily Stewart, Lydia Knight,       

Douglas Voss, and Brady Krantz. 

 

Our Sunday morning 

summer worship 

times will begin   

June 6, with services 

at 8:30 & 10:30, and 

continue through the summer months.  Both services 

will be held in the sanctuary. Wednesday evening  

summer midweek services will begin on June 2 at 6:30 

pm. Communion is served at the Wednesday night    

service immediately following the first Sunday of the 

month. Please consider this additional worship        

opportunity. 



 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Outreach Evangelism Committee is excited to restart the Prayer Shawl Ministry following our “year of the Pandemic” when 
the safe  distribution of the shawls was difficult to manage. Starting in June, we will be able to provide prayer shawls that our 
Ascension members request for their loved ones.   
 

Now a bit of “history”.  Thirteen years ago, Marilyn Haag encouraged Ascension ladies who enjoyed knitting and crochet to join 
her in forming the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Under her encouragement and guidance, these Ascension ladies met weekly to knit/
crochet shawls as well as enjoy the fellowship and friendship of each other. As they knitted, they also prayed that the shawls 
would reach those who needed assurance of the Father’s steadfast love and care for them. This tradition has continued over those 
13+ years and is still providing shawls and comfort. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And last, but not least: If you are interested in knitting or crocheting and would like to help with the 
Prayer Shawls, (several of our members actually knit/crochet from home), you would be most      
welcome.  Please contact Cindi Mason at 269-2506 if you are interested or have questions.  
 

 

HOW TO REQUEST A PRAYER SHAWL 
 

The request should be made by a member of Ascension Lutheran.   

The recipient does not have to be a member of Ascension, however. 

To request, call the Ascension Office at 233-1358 and speak with Candie. 

Please give her your contact information and she will forward the request to a  
member of the Outreach Evangelism Committee who will get in touch with you. 

Please note that we are not accepting any donations of yarn at this time. 

Ascension now has a set of bells and all the 

accompanying gear.  All that is needed are 

players. 
 

If you have played bells or have never 

played and would like to learn, this is for 

you. 
 

Young or old, male or female, you can learn to play. Let's get      

together at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 23, and you can learn all 

about the bells and how to play.  This time is only for starters. We 

will find a time that works for all.  If you are interested but unable to 

play, just let me know.   
 

Questions???  Call Mary Potter at 939-2753. 

Join us in the fellowship hall for: 
 

Breakfast pizza, fruit cup, juice, coffee 
Fellowship 

A Short Program 
An opportunity to support the sharing of the Gospel 

Freewill Offering 

Threads of Love 
is meeting again!   

 

We’re getting together the 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays of every month at 
11:30 a.m.  Our next meeting is   
June 9.  Bring a sack lunch and join 
the fun!   


