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May 9, 2021 

8:30 a.m. 

6th  Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Sunday Worship                                                                                                                           8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School                                                                                                        9:45 a.m. 

Radio Broadcast (AM 1540)                                  8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
        

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting & Announcements 

Opening Hymn: “Dear Christians, One and All” (vv.1-4) .............................................................................. No. 299 

Invocation 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

 P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen.  

 P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God who 

is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 P: Most merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  

Declaration of God’s Forgiveness (Absolution) 

 

WE SPEAK TO GOD 

Kyrie (Lord) 

  P:    In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

 P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord.   

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C:   Amen.   

Hymn of Praise   

“Glory to God in the Highest” 

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 



Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship you, 

We give You thanks, 

We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

Receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, 

In the glory of God the Father. 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also, with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

          O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to think those things 

which are right, and by your goodness help us to do them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

First Lesson Acts 10:34-48 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching 

good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all 

Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 

put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to 

all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on 

all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

 

New Testament Lesson 1 John 5:1-8 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 

whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 

his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God? 6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the 

Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

 



Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia.     
Gospel Lesson John 15:9-17 
Response before Gospel: “Glory to you, O Lord” 
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken 

to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 

Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 

you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 

Response after Gospel: “Praise to you, O Christ” 

 

Pulpit Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ........................................................................................ No. 315 

Sermon: “NO GREATER LOVE”                                     

Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This” ......................................................................................................... No. 385 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Offertory 
 

“Create in Me” 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

Prayers of the Church: Each petition concludes: “Lord in your mercy” 

                                 Congregation responds: “Hear our prayer.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction (The Blessing) 

Dismissal 

 P:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Song 

“Go My Children, With My Blessing” 

"Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.  

In my love's baptismal river,  

I have made you mine forever.  

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 



Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.  

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.  

Here you heard my dear Son's story,  

here you touched Him, saw His glory.  

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.  

 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.  

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.  

Here my Spirit's power filled you, here His  

tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 

I, the Lord, will bless and keep you, and give you peace.  

I, the Lord, will smile upon you, and give you peace.  

I, the Lord, will be your Father, Savior,  

Comforter, and Brother.  

Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace." 
Copyright CCLI #663226 

Postlude 
          

Ministers             All members of Ascension 

Senior Pastor Rev. Mike Badenhop 

Deacon Ken Quamme 

Head Usher Truman Kaiser 

Organist Candis Smith 

Pianist Kathy Schuhmacher 

Lector Matthew Brokenshire 

Acolyte Spencer Eldridge 
          

Welcome to all who gather today as members and friends of God's family here at Ascension!  May the Holy Spirit 

empower this service to be an inspiration and encouragement for all.   

 

Please keep the following Ascension members in your prayers: Rose Beier, Sherry Cox, Ivy Gibbons, Helen 

Green, Tim Harris, Dennis Hilmer, Gary Horak, John McNally, Terri Taylor and Dana Walker.  

 

Condolences to Greg Wood and family on the death of his father, Michael Wood, who died on April 28.   

 

Congratulations to all those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries this week: 

☺ Birthdays: Barb Else, Linda Gray, Ken Schwake, Dennis Kabele, Shanda Knight, Emily Carr, Greg Crow, 

Alan Grimstad, Kent McIntyre, Tom Knight 

☺ Anniversaries: Robert & Michele Capelle, Bob & Jody Buschbom 

 

The mowing team for this week is: 

✓ Entire “Back 40” – (May 10-12) – Ken Burrington, Tom Stone 

✓ Church Grounds – (May 13-15) – Dave Else, Scott Loder 

 
“The Encouraging Word” Radio Ministry is on the air each Sunday morning at 8:00 and 10:00 on KXEL (AM 1540). 

The announcer will indicate those in whose memory or honor the radio program is being sponsored. The cost is $80.00 

per program. Today’s radio broadcast is being sponsored by Darlys Braun in memory of her husband, Paul, who 

entered his heavenly home on May 10, 2010.  If you desire to sponsor a program on a specific date, please contact 

the Parish Office (233-1358) or sign up in the narthex. Please let the office know two weeks in advance. Thank 

you. 

 



The May-June issue of The Evangel is available as you leave this morning. 

 

The Service of Catechization will be Wednesday, May 12 at 7 p.m. All Church Board, Parish Education, 

Shepherds and Sunday School/VBS teachers are encouraged to come, together with parents, grandparents and 

Godparents.  This is an opportunity for our second-year confirmands to share their knowledge of the Bible, 

Catechism, Christian teaching and church history.  It also gives each an opportunity to share their personal faith in 

Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

AALC Greater Heartland Regional Convention is to be held at Ascension June 8, 9, and 10. Registration forms 

are available in both narthexes.  Registration deadline is May 28. As hosts, we will be providing coffee and 

snacks for breaks, dinner on the 8th, lunch and dinner on the 9th, and brown bag lunch on the 10th. If you are willing 

to prepare and/or serve the coffee or meals, please contact the church office by May 14.  

 

The congregation is invited to help say thank you to Pastor Len and his family for their many years of service and 

dedication to our church family.  We’ll get together on Sunday, May 16, 3-5 p.m. We’ll be outside if the weather 

is nice, inside if not!  We’ll play some games and have light snacks, desserts and drinks.  

 

If you know of anyone from Ascension who will be graduating from a high school, college or trade school, please 

let the Parish Office know so we can include them in our May 30 graduate recognition bulletin.  Parents of high 

school graduates, if you have a digital picture of your graduate for us to include in the next newsletter (deadline 

May 21), please email it to Jamie at spirit4ascension@gmail.com.  Also let us know where your graduate is 

graduating from and his/her future plans. If you want to share their open house date to invite the congregation, 

please give details.  Thank you!  

 

Chris and Emily Adamow, missionaries to Southern Asia (along with Mike and Diane Heindl) will be 

here Sunday, May 23.  There will be a Temple Talk at both services, as well as a Q & A during the Sunday School 

hour. They will be returning to Asia very soon, and you won't want to miss this opportunity to hear them tell about 

their ministry in that area. 

 

Graduation Open Houses: 

☺ May 28, 6:30 p.m. – Cooper Olsen (Outside or Fellowship Hall)   

☺ May 29, 5:30-8:30 p.m. – Kyla Wright (400 Derbyshire Rd., Waterloo) 

 

Calling all Men! – There will be a Men’s Summer Study opportunity coming up this summer on Wednesday 

evenings after the midweek service. We will be using the book “Rough Cut Men” as well as our Bibles. The study 

will begin Wednesday night June 2 with more dates to follow.  Can’t make it there in person?  No problem. There 

will also be a Zoom meeting link for this study as well for those who can’t make it to the church building. Please 

contact Tom Knight (319-415-7785) with any questions.  

 

If you are a person in need of volunteer hours for an organization, school, or just to serve, please consider helping 

here at Ascension. There are many times and ways throughout the year where volunteering happens. If you need 

help with ideas, please contact Dean Boyce or watch for opportunities in the Sunday bulletin and the SPIRIT 

newsletter. Most chairpersons of committees are more than happy to have extra hands.  

 

Valley would like to congratulate our senior class on their upcoming Graduation Day, May 15th! – Andrew 

Guthrie, Austin Kimmerle, Daniel Kruger, Isabella Nicol, Sedalia Oaks, Jonathan Rivas and Megan Wheelock. 
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May 
 

Mon., May 10 1:30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Grace Bible Study 

Zoom Bible Study 

Deacons Committee Meeting 

 

Tues., May 11 6:30 p.m. All Committee Meeting Night 

 

Wed., May 12 9:00 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Ladies’ Bible Study 

Confirmation 

Service of Catechization 

 

Thurs., May 13 8:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Social Ministry Committee Meeting 

 

Sun., May 16  

8:30 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

3-5:00 p.m. 

Ascension Sunday 

Traditional Worship  

Sunday School 

Contemporary Worship  

Brokenshire Open House 

 
 

Statistics – Sunday, May 2, 2021  

 
Attendance  

8:30 a.m. 89 

Communed 84 

11:00 a.m. 89 

Communed 57 

  

Offering  

Worship $6,753.01 

Building Fund $220.00 

 

 

 


