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Gathering Music 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Opening Song 

“Stronger” 

There is love that came for us 

Humbled to a sinner's cross 

You broke my shame and sinfulness 

You rose again victorious. 

 

Faithfulness none can deny 

Through the storm and through the fire 

There is truth that sets me free 

Jesus Christ who lives in me. 

 

Chorus 

You are stronger, You are stronger 

Sin is broken, You have saved me 

It is written, Christ is risen 

Jesus, You are Lord of all. 

 

No beginning and no end 

You're my hope and my defense 

You came to seek and save the lost 

You paid it all upon the cross. (Chorus) 

 

Bridge 

So let Your name be lifted higher 

Be lifted higher, be lifted higher. 

(4x) 

(Chorus – 2x) 
Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan 

© 2007 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

CCLI License # 663226 

 

We Welcome God’s Presence (Invocation) 

 

Confession 

  P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  C: Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thoughts, words, and actions. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

 



Declaration of God’s Forgiveness (Absolution) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 Heavenly Father, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who have erred and strayed 

from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith the truth of your Word and to hold it fast; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   Amen.  

 

Old Testament Lesson Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 
2 

that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may 

multiply you greatly.” 
3 

Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 
4 

“Behold, my covenant is with you, 

and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 
5 

No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name 

shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 
6 

I will make you exceedingly fruitful, 

and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 
7 

And I will establish my covenant between me 

and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 

and to your offspring after you. 
15 

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 

name. 
16 

I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

New Testament Lesson Romans 5:1-11 
5 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
2 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. 
3 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 
4 

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5 

and hope does not put us to shame, 

because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6 

For while 

we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 

For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
8 

but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 

much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
10 

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 

to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
11 

More than 

that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

Gospel Lesson Mark 8:27-38 
27 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28 

And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 

others, one of the prophets.” 
29 

And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 

are the Christ.” 
30 

And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
31 

And he began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 
32 

And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 
33 

But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 

setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
34 

And calling the crowd to him with his 

disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. 
35 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will 

save it. 
36 

For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
37 

For what can a man give in 

return for his soul? 
38 

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 

him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

Pulpit Song 

“O Come to the Altar” 

Verse 1:  Are you hurting and broken within, 

Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? 



Jesus is calling 

Have you come to the end of yourself? 

Do you thirst for a drink from the well? 

Jesus is calling 

 

Chorus:  O come to the altar 

The Father's arms are open wide 

Forgiveness was bought with 

The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

 

Verse 2:  Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 

Come today there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling 

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

From the ashes a new life is born 

Jesus is calling (Chorus 2x) 

 

Bridge:  Oh what a Savior 

Isn't he wonderful? 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

Bow down before him 

For he is Lord of all 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen (Chorus 2x) 

 

Verse 3:  Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 

Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye 

© 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

CCLI License # 663226 

 

Sermon: “TAKING UP THE CROSS” 

 

Offering 

“Offering” 

I bring an offering of worship to my King 

No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing 

Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due 

Oh Lord, I bring an offering to You 
Paul Baloche, © 2003 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]), CCLI License # 663226 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

        I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers:   Each petition concludes with “Lord in your mercy” 

             People respond with “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Lord's Prayer  

      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 



trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Blessing (Benediction) 

Dismissal  

 P:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Song 

“Not to Us” 

The cross before me the world behind, 

No turning back, raise the banner high, 

It's not for me, it's all for You. 

Let the heavens shake and split the sky, 

Let the people clap their hands and cry. 

It's not for us, it's all for You. 

  

Chorus:  

Not to us, but to Your name be the glory, 

Not to us, but to Your name be the glory. 

 

Our hearts unfold before Your throne, 

The only place for those who know. 

It's not for us, it's all for You. 

Send Your holy fire on this offering, 

Let our worship burn for the world to see. 

It's not for us, it's all for You. (Chorus) 

 

The earth is shaking, the mountains shouting 

It’s all for You. 

The waves are crashing, the sun is raging 

It’s all for You. 

The universe spinning and singing 

It’s all for You. 

Your children dancing, dancing, dancing 

It’s all for You. (Chorus – 2x) 
Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves 

© Copyright 2001 worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI #663226 

 

           
 

Ministers All members of Ascension 

Senior Pastor  Rev. Mike Badenhop 

Deacon Ken Burrington 

Head Usher Ron Jones 

Contemporary Worship Director Elizabeth Wild 

Lector Cooper Olsen 

Acolyte Grace Brokenshire 

           
Welcome to all who gather today as members and friends of God's family here at Ascension!  May the Holy 

Spirit empower this service to be an inspiration and encouragement for all.   

 

Please keep the following Ascension members in your prayers: Dean Bark, Rose Beier, Janet Bergan, Jan 

Burrington, Marvin Deerfield, Marie Easter, Dave Else, Ivy Gibbons, Gary Horak, Bruce Harberts, John 

McNally, Terri Taylor and Dana Walker. 



Condolences to Sue Hoffman and family on the death of her sister, Maureen LaPour, who died on February 20.    

 

Congratulations to all those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries this week: 

 Birthdays: Katie Johnson, Bailey Coan, Mike Galbraith, Jalen Ridder, Sheryl Tovar, Ed Billings, Jacob 

Clement, John McNally, Dalton Williams, Hailey Winterboer, Jacob Carr, Bob Dart 

 Anniversaries: Deb & Ron Anderson, Gary & Donna Horak, Jerry & Jo Riker 

 

Congratulations to Luke and Wendy Dunkelberger on the birth of their son, Max Bruce, who was born on 

February 14.   

 

All offerings given during Lent (mid-week, Easter services plus the Lenten folders) will go to Chris & Emily 

Adamow for their personal support.  This Special Benevolence is to support their work in Asia through World 

Mission Prayer League.  

 

From Stewardship & Finance: Lenten folders will not be mailed out this year, but rather are available in both 

the narthex of the new sanctuary and near the entrance to the Chapel.  Once filled, please label them with your 

name before returning them to the church.  Return no later than Easter which is April 4.  Thank you! 

 

Craving a little safe fellowship with your friends from Ascension?  The Ascension Church-Family Event is 

today at 1:00 p.m.  We will be meeting at Hartman Reserve and snowshoeing!  Never tried it?  It's easy!  If you 

can walk, you can do it!  This will be an event for all ages and simply a time where we hike through the 

woods.  You can go out in groups or hike out on your own.  We will have a thermos of hot cocoa for when you'd 

like a break.  The cost for snowshoes is $5 per person and you can use them for as short or as long of a time as 

you desire.  No sign-up required!  This will be a first-come basis, but Hartman Reserve assures us they have space 

for 25-30 people if we come right at 1:00 when they open.   

 

On the “Hunt” for egg-sized candy!  The Parish Ed Committee will once again be hosting our annual egg hunt 

on Easter Sunday between 8:30 and 10:30 services.  Would you like to donate candy?  We need about 500 

individually wrapped pieces that will fit in plastic eggs.  Please place donations in the blue crate in either narthex 

marked for EGG HUNT by March 7.  Thank you! 

 

The Social Ministry Committee is collecting items for the local women’s shelter.  Some items needed: Laundry 

detergent, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, hand soap, feminine hygiene items, shampoo/conditioner, hair accessories, 

towels (gently used or new), toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates, plastic silverware.  If you would be willing 

to provide some of these items, it would be greatly appreciated.  Tables will be available in both narthexes for 

these items through March 28.  Thank you!   

 

Valley Lutheran News 
 

Save the Date! Valley Lutheran is having an Open House on March 9 from 4-7 p.m. This is a great time to see 

the school and speak with our Director of Admissions, April Schriever to learn more about how Valley can be a 

part of your students learning in a Christian environment. Hope to see you then. 

 

Registering New Students – Do you know someone looking for an education rooted in the love and grace of 

Christ with high academic standards for their child?  Where they aren't just seen as a number but as a child made 

unique by our Heavenly Father? Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open for all grade levels at 

Valley Lutheran School. Explore the difference an education at Valley will make by calling April at 319-266-

4565! 

 

 

 

 

 

callto:319-266-4565
callto:319-266-4565


 

 

Calendar 
 

Sun., Feb. 28 1:00 p.m. Snowshoeing (Hartman Reserve) 

Mon., Mar. 1 2:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study 

Tues., Mar. 2 10:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels 

 

Wed., Mar. 3 9:00 a.m. 

4:15 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Ladies’ Bible Study 

Speaking Parts 

Children’s Choir 

Lenten Service 

 

Thurs., Mar. 4 8:30 a.m. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sun., Mar. 7 8:30 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

 

Traditional Worship w/ Comm.  

Sunday School 

Contemporary Worship w/ Comm.  

Service of the Word w/ Comm.   

 
 

Statistics  

 
Attendance  

Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17, 2021) 133 

Communed 120 

8:30 a.m. (Sun., Feb. 21, 2021) 62 

11:00 a.m. 87 

  

Offering  

Worship $9,801.09 

Building Fund $457.50 

 

 


