
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
The American Association of Lutheran Churches 

Greenhill Road and Maynard Avenue 

Waterloo, Iowa (319) 233-1358                      

 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 

8:30 a.m. 

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

 

Sunday Worship                                                                                                                            8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School                                                                                                         9:45 a.m. 

Radio Broadcast (AM 1540, FM 100.5)                      8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
        

WE PREPARE FOR WORHSIP 

Prelude 

Pastoral Greeting & Announcements 

Opening Hymn: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ....................................................................................... No. 250 

Invocation 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

 P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You 

and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen.  

 P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God who 

is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 P: Most merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.  

 

Declaration of God's Forgiveness (Absolution) 

 

WE SPEAK TO GOD 

Kyrie (Lord) 

  P:    In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

 P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord.   

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P:    Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C:   Amen.   

 

Hymn of Praise   

 



“Glory to God in the Highest” 

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, 

We give You thanks, 

We praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

Receive our prayer. 
 

For You alone are the Holy One, 

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, 

In the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also, with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

       Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with authority.  Anoint us 

with the power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 

brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 

 

Old Testament Lesson                                                                                                 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

8 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to 

bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law 

before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the 

seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, 

in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the Book of the Law. 
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all 

the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 

Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 

ground. 
8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood 

the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught 

the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 

people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

New Testament Lesson                      1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If 

the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 

part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 



not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 

the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the 

body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there 

are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 

the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and 

our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But 

God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in 

the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer 

together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 

apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Gospel Lesson Luke 4:16-30 

Response before Gospel:  “Glory to You, O Lord” 

 
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on 

the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 

scroll and found the place where it was written,18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to 

the blind,  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 20 And he rolled up 

the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 

him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke 

well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not 

this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal 

yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” 24 And he 

said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many 

widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great 

famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, 

to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none 

of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were 

filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on 

which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he 

went away. 

  

Response after Gospel: “Praise to You, O Christ” 

 

Pulpit Hymn                                                             

“Thy Word” 

Chorus:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

and a light unto my path. (Repeat) 

 

When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, 

Still You're there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear as long as You are near, 

Please be near me to the end. (Chorus) 

 



I will not forget Your love for me and yet 

my heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side 

and I will love You to the end. (Chorus) 
Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith 

© Copyright 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company & Word Music, LLC 

CCLI #663226 

 

Sermon: “THE ONE WHO FULFILLS HIS WORD” 

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”.................................................................................................. No. 294 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Offertory 

“Create in Me” 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 

 

Prayers of the Church:  Each petition concludes: “Lord in Your mercy” 

                                  Congregation responds: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Lord's Prayer  

Benediction (The Blessing) 

Dismissal  

 P:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: “He Leadeth Me” .................................................................................................................... No. 501 

Postlude 

           
Ministers             All members of Ascension 

Senior Pastor Rev. Mike Badenhop 

Deacon Ken Quamme   

Organist Candis Smith 

Pianist  Kathy Schuhmacher 

Chancel Choir Director Mary Potter 

Lector Steve Moore  

Acolyte Josie Voss 

           
Welcome to all who gather today as members and friends of God's family here at Ascension! May the Holy Spirit 

empower this service to be an inspiration and encouragement to all. If this is your first time here, we’d love to get 

to know you better.  Please fill out a Connect Card located in the pew rack.  You may also list any prayer requests 

you might have.  Cards may be handed to an usher or placed in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary as 

you leave.   

 

Please keep the following Ascension members in your prayers: Rose Beier, Janet Bergan, Ed Billings, Maria 

Drewes, Ivy Gibbons, Gary Horak, John McNally, Traci McNally, Connie Moss, Dana Walker and Donna Willig. 



Congratulations to all those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries this week: 

☺ Birthdays: Landry Bedard, Nick Shippy, Candis Smith, Beverly Kaiser, Stephanie Kleiner  

☺ Anniversaries: None this week 

 

Congratulations to Beverly Kaiser who celebrates her 91st birthday on January 28. 

 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be next Sunday, January 30, at 1 p.m.  Lunch will be served at 12 

p.m.  Meeting packets are available as you leave this morning. 

 

You still have time to get a baby bottle and fill it for Alternatives.  Filled bottles must be returned January 30.  

 

New Members’ Class: On Saturday, February 5, we’ll be hosting a new members’ class from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This class is for anyone who would like to become a member of Ascension Lutheran 

Church, as well as for anyone who’d simply like a short refresher on what we believe and teach at Ascension. 

Donuts and coffee will be provided! If you’re interested, please contact Pastor Mike.  

 

Ascension’s first ever Chili Cook-Off will be on Sunday, February 6, at 12:30 p.m.  There are two ways to 

participate: Compete – bring your special chili and label it for one or more of the categories which are traditional, 

non-traditional (non-traditional meats or meatless or other included) and spicy.  Consume – enjoy some chili and 

fellowship, vote for your favorites.  Crackers, cornbread, shredded cheese, sour cream, drinks and tableware will 

be provided.  Please bring a dessert to share.   

 

Everyone is invited to join us for OUTDOOR FUN! All ages are welcome to join us as we grab our snow gear 

and head out to the sledding hill across from church on February 6 after the chili cook-off.  The church will stay 

open until 3:00 p.m. for warming up and bathrooms.  

 

Young Disciples (youth group for 4th-6th grade) will be gathering on February 18 from 6-7:30 p.m. for some 

sledding fun and games across the street.  Be sure to bring outdoor clothing, your sled and a friend!  Please sign 

up by the youth bulletin board so we can call you for weather changes (we were unable to sled on January 7 due 

to no snow). 

 

The Valentine's Dinner will be on Saturday, February 19.  The meal (Chicken Parmesan with Fettuccine 

Alfredo) will be served at 5 p.m.  The cost is $15/person. Childcare will be provided. All proceeds will go toward 

future youth mission trips.  Thank you for all of your support and prayers!  

 

Mike and Diane have left for Albania.  They are being sent by Ascension Lutheran and the World Mission 

Prayer League to serve in a refugee camp in northwest Albania.  The refugees are from Afghanistan. They 

escaped from Afghanistan last fall because their lives were in danger. They will eventually be living in the USA 

or Canada. Mike and Diane will be teaching English to several classes of 25 students each for a total of 4-6 hours 

Monday through Friday. The free time will be spent in class preparation, relationship activities with refugees, and 

prayer and Bible study time with the other six teachers. Please pray: that they arrive healthy and ready to begin 

teaching, that they can show the love and compassion of Jesus to these wounded people, that they will be 

effective in helping them learn English, that the Holy Spirit will open hearts and minds to how His truth brings 

true freedom and hope, and that after 3-4 months, Mike and Diane will be able to move back into South Asia, 

where they served from 2018-2020.  

 

Activity bags for kids attending services are available in the coat rack area. The youth made t-shirt bags with 

fun activities inside.  Please return the bags to the coat rack when finished and items will be refreshed soon.  

 

Stop and look at the World Missions bulletin board to stay up to date on what's happening! New information 

will be posted when it is received. 

 

 



 

 

January 
 

Mon., Jan. 24 1:30 p.m. Grace Bible Study 

 

Tues., Jan. 25 3:30 p.m. Bell Choir 

 

Wed., Jan. 26 9:00 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

6:15 p.m.  

6:15 p.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

7:15 p.m. 

Ladies’ Bible Study 

Threads of Love 

Newsletter Assembly 

AWANA (Pow-Wow Night)  

Chancel Choir 

Confirmation 

Sr. High Hangout 

C.I.A. 

 

Thurs., Jan. 27 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sun., Jan. 30 8:30 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

 

Traditional Worship  

Sunday School 

Contemporary Worship  

Luncheon 

Annual Meeting 

 
 

Statistics – Sunday, January 16, 2022  

 
Attendance  

8:30 a.m.  83 

11:00 a.m. 60 

  

Offering  

Worship $4,756.50 

Building Fund $315.29 

 

 


