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September 19, 2021 

11:00 a.m. 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Gathering Music 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Opening Song 

“Great Things” 

 

Verse 1 

Come let us worship our King 

Come let us bow at His feet 

He has done great things 

See what our Savior has done 

See how His love overcomes 

He has done great things 

He has done great things 

 

Chorus 

O Hero of Heaven You conquered the grave 

You free every captive and break every chain 

O God You have done great things 

We dance in Your freedom awake and alive 

O Jesus our Savior Your name lifted high 

O God You have done great things 

 

Verse 2 

You’ve been faithful through every storm 

You’ll be faithful forevermore 

You have done great things 

And I know You will do it again 

For Your promise is Yes and Amen 

You will do great things 

God You do great things (Chorus) 

 

Bridge 

Hallelujah God above it all! 

Hallelujah God unshakable! 

Hallelujah You have done great things! 

(2x) 

You’ve done great things 

 

(Chorus) 

 

We Welcome God’s Presence (Invocation) 

 

 



Confession 

  P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  C: Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thoughts, words, and actions. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Declaration of God’s Forgiveness (Absolution) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard and leave no one standing idle.  Set us to our tasks in 

the work of Your kingdom, and help us to order our lives by Your wisdom; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

 

Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew;  then you showed me their deeds. 19 But I was like a gentle lamb 

led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with 

its fruit,  let us cut him off from the land of the living,  that his name be remembered no more.” 20 But, O LORD of 

hosts, who judges righteously,  who tests the heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you 

have I committed my cause. 

 

New Testament Lesson James 3:13-4:10 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 

wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 

truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where 

jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a 

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 4 What causes quarrels and what causes 

fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you 

murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you 

not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 

jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 

your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

 

Gospel Lesson Mark 9:30-37 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for he was 

teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they 

will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the saying, and 

were afraid to ask him. 33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 

who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he 

must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in 

his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives 

me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

 

Pulpit Song 

 



“Revelation Song” 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Holy, Holy, is He 

Sing a new song, to Him who sits on 

Heaven's mercy seat. 

 

Chorus: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

With all creation I sing: 

Praise to the King of kings! 

You are my ev'rything, 

And I will adore You! 

 

Clothed in rainbows, of living color 

Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder 

Blessing and honor, strength and  

Glory and power be  

to You the only wise King. (Chorus) 

 

Filled with wonder, 

Awestruck wonder 

At the mention of Your name 

Jesus, Your name is power 

Breath, and living water 

Such a marv'lous mystery. (Chorus) 

CCLI Song # 4447960 

© 2004 Gateway Create Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

CCLI License # 663226 

 

Sermon “WHO’S THE GREATEST?” 
 

"Here I Am to Worship" 
   

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see, 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

Chorus:  So, here I am to worship, 

Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You're my God, 

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor. (Chorus) 

 

Bridge: And I’ll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross. 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross.  

(Chorus) 



Offering 

“Offering” 

I bring an offering of worship to my King 

No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing 

Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due 

Oh Lord, I bring an offering to You 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

        I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers:   Each petition concludes with “Lord in your mercy” 

             People respond with “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Lord's Prayer  

      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Blessing (Benediction) 

Dismissal  

 P:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

    C:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Song 
“Even So Come” 

Verse 1:  All of creation, all of the earth 

Make straight a highway, a path for the Lord 

Jesus is coming soon. 
 

Verse 2:  Call back the sinner, wake up the saint 

Let ev'ry nation shout of Your fame 

Jesus is coming soon. 
 

Chorus:  Like a bride waiting for her groom 

We'll be a Church ready for You 

Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing 

Even so come, Lord Jesus come 

Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 
 

Verse 3:  There will be justice, all will be new 

Your name forever, faithful and true 

Jesus is coming soon. 

(Chorus) 
 

Bridge:  So we wait, we wait for You 

God we wait, You're coming soon 

So we wait, we wait for You 

God we wait, You're coming soon. 

(Chorus) 
 

End:  Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 



           
 

Ministers All members of Ascension 

Senior Pastor  Rev. Mike Badenhop 

Deacon Dave Burrington 

Contemporary Worship Director Elizabeth Wild 

Lector Cooper Olsen 

Acolyte Lily Stewart 
 

         
Welcome to all who gather today as members and friends of God's family here at Ascension!  May the Holy 

Spirit empower this service to be an inspiration and encouragement for all. If this is your first time here, we’d 

love to get to know you better.  Please fill out a Connect Card located in the pew rack.  You may also list any 

prayer requests you might have.  Cards may be handed to an usher or placed in the offering plate at the back of 

the sanctuary as you leave.   

 

Please keep the following Ascension members in your prayers: Steve Camarata, Maria Drewes, Janet Freed, 

Ivy Gibbons, Helen Green, Marilyn Haag, Dennis Hilmer, Len Hogelucht, Gary Horak, Earl Jacobson, Lenora 

McDermott, John McNally, Traci McNally, Connie Moss, Mike Sullivan, Dana Walker and Donna Willig.  

 

Condolences to Doug Stone and family on the death of his father, Robert, who died on September 10.   

 

Congratulations to all those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries this week: 

☺ Birthdays: Lynne Jensen, Amanda Gantois, Reif Bedard, Bree Dunkelberger, Sarah Haag, Sandra 

Scobee, Donna Willig, Lucas Harris, Isabelle Baker, Sharron Clement, Rubi Heuer, Mikah Lutz, Scott 

Strader, Mike Sullivan 

☺ Anniversaries: Caitlin & Robert Schotter, Dean & Glenda Alshouse, Trevor & Angie Holman, Julia & 

Curt Winterboer 

 

The mowing team for this week is: 

✓ Entire “Back 40” – (September 20-22) – John Aldrich, Tom Freed  

✓ Church Grounds – (September 23-25) – Anita Kabele, Roger Karr 

 

Secret prayer partners are needed for some confirmands.  If you would be willing to remember them on their 

birthdays and special holidays and pray for them on a regular basis, please call the parish office (233-1358).  This 

opportunity only comes once a year! 

 

Portals of Prayer for October-December are available as you leave today.  Please lift up in prayer those listed on 

the back of your devotional. 

 

The September-October issue of The Evangel is available as you leave this morning. 

 

New Short-Term Sunday School Class – We all come from different backgrounds regarding Bible 

reading.  Some of us grew up with God's Word in our hands regularly all our lives, while others of us are newer to 

the study of God's Word.  This Sunday School class is meant for those who want to know more about different 

ways to study God's Word.  There isn't one "right way" - there are many methods, and in this class, we will walk 

you through a few methods and encourage you to try them and find what works well for you.  The goal is to 

encourage us to get in our Bibles more and more comfortably.  The class will meet for 4 weeks September 19 - 

October 10.  Bring your Bible and join us in the Oasis!  Questions?  Please contact Shanda Knight. 

 

The youth group is having a t-shirt fundraiser. Here is the link for their online store: 

https://ascensionlutheran.itemorder.com/sale.  Deadline for ordering is September 29.  All funds raised will go 

into their fundraising account to help them as they go on mission trips, attend conferences, and help stay 

committed to growing Christians in Action (C.I.A.). Thank you all for your continued support.   

https://ascensionlutheran.itemorder.com/sale


Attention Men! We will be hosting a Men’s Recharge here at Ascension on Saturday October 9, 2021.  Men ages 

10 and up are invited to eat, fellowship, worship and grow together at this first ever Men’s Recharge at 

Ascension! Speakers will challenge us in practical ways as we “recharge” our spiritual tanks. You will be 

encouraged as you continue to grow as a man of God in this world that often challenges us. Cost is only $5.00, 

lunch and snacks provided.  Call if cost is a problem.  Please register by September 29 if you want a t-shirt. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact Tom Knight.  

 

Valley Lutheran News 
 

Valley Lutheran's Craft Show will be November 6 and they are looking for more vendors. If interested, please 

contact Denise Oler at deniseoler@yahoo.com. We are also looking for items for the rummage sale. You may 

bring your donations to Valley Lutheran beginning October 14. No clothing items, please. 
 

Color Me Crusader – It's official, the Color Me Crusader 5K & Kids 1 Mile is back! Grab your family and 

friends and join us as we take to the trails on October 2.  We have another awesome event coming with color, 

prizes, food and family fun galore. Trust us, you won't want to miss it! So, get yourself registered today, and 

while you're at it, don't forget to head over and like our Facebook event page (facebook.com/colormecrusader5K) 

for announcements, deals and information. Go to runsignup.com/Race/IA/CedarFalls/ColorMeCrusader to 

register (this can also be found all over the event page). 
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September 
 

Sun., Sept. 19 6:30 p.m. Women of Life Campfire 

 

Tues., Sept. 21 4:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Bell Choir 

Church Board Meeting 

 

Wed., Sept. 22 9:00 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

6:15 p.m.  

6:15 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:15 p.m. 

 

Ladies’ Bible Study 

Threads of Love 

Newsletter Assembly 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 

AWANA (Yellow Night) 

Sr. High Hangout 

9th Grade Confirmation 

C.I.A. 

 

Thurs., Sept. 23 9:00 a.m. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sun., Sept. 26 8:30 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Traditional Worship 

Sunday School 

Contemporary Worship 

 
 

Statistics – Sunday, September 12, 2021  

 
Attendance  

8:30 a.m. 95 

Communed 83 

11:00 a.m. 95 

Communed 69 

  

Offering  

Worship $7,053.02 

Building Fund $497.00 

 


