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“Some nations boast of their chariots and horses, 

    but we boast in the name of the Lord our God. 

Those nations will fall down and collapse, 

    but we will rise up and stand firm. 

9 Give victory to our king, O Lord! 

    Answer our cry for help.” 

Psalm 20:7-9 (NLT) 

The Arrival 
Packing, plane rides, pass outs and popsicles. It all happened with two, almost three days 

of no sleep. Yes, I was that person who waits until the day before I leave to start packing… no, it 
wasn’t just packing for a trip… yes, it was packing to move. That being said, I was up the whole 
night making sure that I had all of my things. I think I may have gotten 30 minutes to an hour of 
rest that night. The next day we had to be at the airport at 11 PM for flight check-in. That day 
was full of cleaning and goodbyes though so that meant once again no rest… I didn’t sleep on 
any of the flights either and before I knew it there I was, landed in the Montería, Colombia 
airport at 8 AM. Stepping off the plane was like a slap in the face with heat and humidity. It is 
hot here! We went from the airport to our house and spent the day on the Choza under the ceiling 
fan. Many of us passed out and took short naps. Eventually, we heard an ice cream vendor in the 
street so we ran downstairs to cool off with popsicles. It was very refreshing! 
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Montería Church of the Nazarene 
This Montería church plant has been partnered with by the Nazarene church in Cali, 

Colombia, and Ardeo Global. When the first plans were made to start this plant and send my 
team of 4040s to this church plant our pastor had already begun evangelism. The church holds 
service at 10 AM every Sunday morning. Our pastors’ names are Domingo and Geidis Ortega. 
Services are currently being held in the conference room of a hotel. We are beginning our 
discipleship classes and we are in the process of starting up houses of prayer. We have a goal 
that within the first 100 days we will have 9 houses of prayer established between all of the 
different pairs on our team. We are working hard to strengthen and grow this church by making 
disciples who make disciples who make disciples. The church is growing stronger leaders every 
week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kids Camp 

Our first week here we started our ministry with a children’s camp. This camp was 2 days 
long and held about 50 kids. The camp was lead by us 4040s and the youth of the church. The 
camp was from 9 AM to 4 PM and our first day began with us all gathering in a park. We began 
with a small sermon for all of the students which was followed by a skit we had put together 
representing topics of the study. The rest of day 1 was filled with food, laughter, and games. Day 
2 we all met at a swimming park. From 9 AM-12 PM we all gathered in a Rec area where we 
began with a small Bible session. We then put on another skit, taught the kids some songs, and 
played more games. After we all had lunch we headed towards the pool to finish the day with 
swimming until about 4 PM, when the camp was over. This camp was very successful and was a 
great way for us 4040s to be able to get to know/bond with these kids well. 
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JNI (Youth Group) 
The youth group here in Montería is rapidly growing and is constantly 

present in the community. Recently we have had many evangelism events led by 
the youth ministry and the 4040 youth leaders. The events are a little different each 
time but they are structured with some of the same things. Each event has been 
started with a time of praise and worship leading into a skit and sermon. All of the 
events have had a flash dance included as well. Some of the events have ended 
with some small conversations and some have ended in a community celebration 
with games of soccer, basketball, and snacks. No matter how these events have 
been done, I know the youth are dedicating a lot of their time to help grow the 
church and I know God is doing huge things! This group of young people is very 
active and they are all constantly driven to help grow the church. 
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Areas of Ministry 

    As a team, we all work together to make disciples although we each have 
an area of ministry we have been given to lead and guide these next 2 years. Right 
now we have 2 people leading the worship ministry, 2 people leading the youth 
ministry and 2 people leading the children’s ministry. Worship ministry is led by 
Michael and Samuel, youth ministry is led by Mikayla and Mariana, and children’s 
ministry is led by Elisa and me.  
 
Evangelism  

Our team has dedicated Thursday and Friday morning to direct evangelism. 
On Thursdays, we spend about 3 hours walking in parks or on the streets. We start 
by praying as a team in either the park or neighborhood we are evangelizing in. We 
then usually split into 2 groups of 3 to walk. While walking we begin to pray that 
God would draw us to the people that He would like us to talk to. We then start to 
feel pulls to people and we approach them. We sometimes start with a conversation 
and we sometimes start by just asking them if we can pray for them. Either way, 
we always invite the Holy Spirit to lead. Many times we end the conversations by 
exchanging contact information so that we can continue to be present with them 
and build relationships with them. Friday mornings we spend inviting people to 
church service and any events that we may have that week. These people could be 
people that we met that Thursday, they could be people that we met in a mall or 
they could even be the taxi driver we had earlier that week that we talked to about 
the Lord. Whoever it is we are intentional about personally inviting them. 
 
Worship Team 

The worship team here is a group that has about 12 people involved. Every 
week our pastor plays bass guitar, Michael plays electric guitar, Samuel plays 
drums, and I play the piano. The singers usually rotate weeks. We have a lot of 
people in the church that are wanting to play an instrument but do not know how. 
For that, we will be starting a worship and bible class to teach about The Lord and 
teach how to play music to worship Him. Worship team practices on Wednesdays 
and Fridays for about 2 and a half hours. 
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Free Time Fun 

Here in Montería, we have been very busy working and we have not had a lot a 
free time. Although we have done quite a few fun things. We had the opportunity to rent 
a bus and go with part of the church to the beach on a Saturday. We took a group of about 
35 people and spent hours in community with one another relaxing on the beach. Our 
beach day resulted in many sunburns, many tans, exhausted people and growing 
relationships. Tuesdays are our days off as a team so those days have been spent 
exploring parks, taking pictures of all of the wild animals here, drinking coffee at Juan 
Valdez, and more. 
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Birthdays 

In the month of January, we celebrated 2 birthdays. On January 20th we celebrated 
the30th birthday of Neidis. Neidis is a lady in our church that has already become very 
special to me. She is very involved with the youth and she is one of my co-leaders in 
children’s ministry. We also celebrated the 25th birthday of my teammate Michael. Elisa 
and I cooked his dinner and Alle mad a mixed berry cheesecake for dessert. I absolutely 
loved getting to celebrate these two people this month. Fun fact: 6 out of 8 of us 
missionaries have birthdays on either the 23rd  or 24th of a month. 

 
 
Prayer Requests 

Please pray for… 

● Mrs. Llanos is a mom of 3 and is extremely ill with a disease that is killing her. 
Pray that the Lord would be working and stirring in her heart and the hearts of her 
family. 

● The hearts of those here in Montería. 
● God’s guidance in our evangelism events. 
● Unity within the body of the church. 
● All of the missionaries and that we are spiritually strengthened by the Lord. 
● Wisdom 
● God to give us his eye, ears, words, and heart for everyone around us. 

 
 

 
 

 

6   



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7   



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

~~Psalm 18:6~~ 
“But in my distress, I cried out to the Lord; yes, I prayed to my God for help. 
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He heard me from his sanctuary; my cry to him reached his ears.” 
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