
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Flag and the Cross    June 14, 2026  

A Flag Day Message: Exodus 20:3-5; Psalm 33:12; Matthew 22:21  

Opening Question: When did you say the Pledge of Allegiance?  

On Flag Day, many Americans pause to honor the flag and what it represents. For generations, we have stood, placed 
our hands over our hearts, and pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States.  

In many churches across America, the flag stands in the sanctuary. The question is: How do we honor our nation 
without allowing patriotism to replace worship?  

The Bible calls us to a balance that is both challenging and beautiful. We can be grateful citizens 
while remaining devoted disciples. We can love our country while worshiping God alone.  

In small groups pray together: Heavenly Father,  

We thank You for the freedoms and blessings we enjoy in this nation. We thank You for those who have sacrificed to 
preserve those freedoms and for the opportunities we have to worship You openly.  

Forgive us when we trust political power more than Your power, or when we place our hope in earthly kingdoms rather 
than Your eternal Kingdom.  

May the cross always stand above every flag in our hearts. May our lives reflect the truth that Jesus is Lord, and may our 
nation be blessed as we seek You.  

In the name of our Savior and King, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

The Flag Represents Blessings Worth Appreciating  

Psalm 33:12: "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord..."  

Flags are symbols. They remind us of a shared story. Millions have served, suffered, and died under that flag. The Bible 
repeatedly calls God's people to remember blessings and give thanks.  

The Phrase "One Nation Under God" Reminds Us That God Is Above Every Nation  

The words "under God" were added to the Pledge of Allegiance in 1954, but the idea stretches much further back.  

Those words acknowledge an important truth: America is not God. America is not God's Kingdom. America exists under 
God's authority. In church sanctuaries, the flag stands to one side while the cross remains central.  

Christians Give Respect to Their Nation but Worship to God Alone  

Exodus 20:3 "You shall have no other gods before me."  

Matthew 22:21 "Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  

Jesus taught a distinction that Christians have wrestled with for two thousand years. Honor your leaders, but worship 
belongs to God alone.  

Let us never forget that above every flag flies the banner of the risen Christ, and before Him every knee will bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  


