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Freedom to Stand Firm

As our nation approaches the 250th anniversary of the United States, many people are asking important
questions:

What kind of freedom were the founders seeking?
What role did faith play in shaping America?
Can liberty survive without moral truth?

This series is not about worshiping a nation. Followers of Jesus belong first to the Kingdom of God. Butitis
appropriate to study history with gratitude and honesty and recognize that many of the principles that shaped
the American experiment were deeply influenced by biblical ideas about human dignity, freedom, morality,
justice, and accountability before God.

One of the clearest examples is found in the First Amendment and what is often called the “Establishment
Clause”:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion...”

This was not originally written to remove faith from public life. It was written to prevent the government from
controlling the church or forcing one denomination upon the people. Many of the founders had seen the
damage caused when governments controlled religion in Europe.

Christ Sets People Free (Galatians 5:1)

Paul reminds believers that freedom is one of the great gifts of the Gospel. Jesus came to break chains of sin,
fear, condemnation, and spiritual slavery. Christianity is not merely external rule-following. It is a transformed
relationship with God through grace.

Many early American leaders believed liberty came from God, not government. The Declaration of
Independence speaks about rights being “endowed by their Creator.”

Freedom Requires Protection

Freedom is fragile. Paul tells believers to stand firm because liberty can be lost. The early Americans
understood this as well. The Establishment Clause protected citizens from government-controlled religion
and protected churches from government domination. Historically, state-controlled churches often became
tools of political power rather than movements of spiritual transformation.

Freedom Must Be Guided by Truth

The founders often warned that liberty without morality would eventually collapse. John Adams famously
wrote that the Constitution was made “only for a moral and religious people.”

Christian freedom is not self-centered independence. It is Spirit-led living. America’s greatest challenges are
not merely political or economic. They are spiritual and moral.

Prayer: Lord, thank You for the freedom we have in Christ and for the blessings of liberty in our nation. Help us
use our freedom wisely, stand firm in truth, and live as people whose character reflects Your grace and
holiness. Amen.



