
 

Week 7 
RE-surrect 
Discussion Guide 

Opening Discussion 
What is resurrection? What do you picture when you think about it? 

How does resurrection differ from rescucitation? 

If you saw the ghost of your dead great, great aunt (work with me here – we’re being 
theorhetical)… if you saw her ghost, would you say she had resurrected? 

 

Ressurection 
Read 1 Corinthians 15 

This passage is one of the most detailed passages about resurrection. It is jam-packed with 
details. And indeed, there is so much here, we will not be able to tackle all of it right now. But, 
let’s do a slow read of a few of the major sections and see what they’re really saying. 

 

Verses 1-11 

In these verses, Paul summarizes what he preached. There are 4 main parts: 
 

Christ ________________________ , He ______________________,   

He ______________________, and  He ______________________. 

Take some time to think about and discuss the significance of each part. 

 

Verses 12-19 

In this section, Paul confronts a mis-understanding that was circulating in the Corinthian 
church. Some people were saying that “there is no resurrection of the dead.” Now, we need 
some context to understand what they were talking about here – because it’s actually a much 
bigger conversation than we might realize at first glance. 

So let’s skip briefly to verse 20 for a moment. In this verse, Paul sets the record straight – that 
indeed Jesus has risen from the dead… and He elaborates, “the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.” 

? 
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There are two interesting ideas introduced in this verse. First, consider the phrase “those who 
have fallen asleep.” Think for a moment… What do you suppose Paul is talking about here? (Stop 
and think!) …The phrase “those who have fallen asleep” is often used in the New Testament to 
refer to followers of Jesus who have died. So, why not just say, “those who are dead?” Well, 
because the New Testament writers knew that death was not the end! They knew that followers 
of Jesus would also follow Him in His resurrection! That is to say, they knew that they would rise 
with new, glorified bodies! Just like Jesus did! This is what Paul means when he refers to Jesus as 
“the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep” – the idea is that Jesus’s resurrection is just the 
beginning! He is just the first of many! As His followers, we will also be raised to new life. 

So, now let’s return to verses 12-19 with this in mind. In these verses, Paul is confronting a false 
belief. Some people in the church at Corinth said that dead people don’t rise. Now, on face value, 
this sounds like a reasonable conclusion. Dead people usually stay dead – just as a rule of thumb. 
But! By that time in the Jewish faith, many Jews had rightly developed the belief that God was 
eventually – at the end of time – going to raise the righteous (faithful, God-honoring Jews) to 
new life. Even before Jesus’s time, this had become a widely held belief – by most (though not 
all). Before Jesus, they didn’t necessarily understand all the details about how it was going to 
happen, but there was a belief that God was going to raise the righteous from the dead – into a 
new and right creation. 

Sooooo… in verse 12, when Paul asks, “how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead?” he is confronting a group of people who didn’t believe that idea of a general 
resurrection of all righteous people at the end of time. And Paul rightly said that this mis-
understanding is problematic! He explains himself in verses 13-19… and things escalate rather 
quickly. Let’s break down his logic: 
 

If there is no resurrection of the dead (generally speaking),  then not even __________ 

_____________, and our preaching ______________________, and your faith 

____________________, and you are still ____________________________. 

Woh! Do you see how big of a deal Paul makes the resurrection? Do you see what he’s saying 
here? Discuss with your group. 

 

Verses 35-58 

This last section is rather large – but it all goes together. In it, Paul is discussing how the dead 
are raised. Because, some people in Corinth wanted some details about how God is gonna do 
this! (We really haven’t changed, huh?) 

To answer the question, Paul again uses a farming analogy. In verse 37 he says, “what you sow 
is not the body that it is to be.” And he continues in 38, “But God gives it a body as He has 
chosen – to each kind of seed, it’s own body.” 

? 
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What is he saying? Well, think about it. When you put a kernel of corn into the ground, what do 
you get later on? Do you just get another kernel of corn? No! You get a whole plant! A whole 
stalk of corn – with ears on it, that have many kernels of corn. The kernel of corn is transformed 
into a plant. And furthermore, different species are different from one another. Tomato seeds 
produce tomato plants, peas produce pea plants, etc. 

And in verse 42, Paul says, “So it is with the resurrection of the dead.” The point? Our present 
body will one day go into the ground (unless the Lord returns before that!). But when we rise 
again, our bodies will not be exactly the same! They will undergo a transformation – just like 
the kernel of corn does. As Paul says in 42-44: 
 

What is sown is _______________        what is raised is _______________ 

It is sown in _______________                it is raised in _______________ 

It is sown in _______________              it is raised in _______________ 

It is sown a _______________ body  it is raised a _______________ body 

Verses 50-57 

In these final verses, Paul notes a few more details about how and when this all will happen. 

First, in verse 51, he says “we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” What’s he saying 
here? Well, remember what it means to “sleep.” Paul is saying, not every human being is going 
to die before the return of Christ. There will be a generation when Jesus does return, and they 
will see Him coming on the clouds. So… does that mean they miss out on new resurected 
bodies? Since they weren’t “planted” in the ground first? No! Paul says, “we shall all be 
changed.” 

And when will this all happen? Verse 52 – “at the last trumpet” – at the end of this present age, 
and the beginning of the new one! When Jesus comes again. 

 

In Summary 
Resurection is about coming to life again in new, glorified bodies. There has unfortunately been 
much confusion around this issue in pop culture… and sometimes, in the church. Many believe 
that the final destination of those who are saved is an eternal dis-embodied life, up in the 
clouds, playing harps with chubby babies. Thanks to Midevil art and the Farside comics. But this 
is absolutely not Biblical at all. The Bible consistently teaches that the ultimate destination of 
those who are saved is on the earth! Although – not the earth as we know it. The Bible teaches 
that the heavens and earth will undergo a kind of resurection of its own – recreated to be what 
God always intended it to be from the beginning in the Garden. And we will receive new bodies 

? 
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– much like Jesus did. Think Man of Steel / Superman like bodies, and you’ll be getting close to 
the right idea. 

So, don’t worry! If you can’t play a harp, or you don’t want to hangout with chubby babies for 
the rest of eternity, you won’t have to! There will be a new earth, with good and interesting 
things to do. There will be no more death, no more pain, no more grief, no more tears. And God 
Himself will be with us! 

Get excited! 

 

For some, you may have never thought this in-depth about the resurrection. Or perhaps you 
also grew up dreading the chubby babies and harps… Or perhaps you just never thought much 
about it. Discuss amongst yourselfs what you think and feel about these things. 

 

If these ideas are a little new to you, or if you just want to think more about this, hop onto 
Youtube and check out the video titled “The New Humanity” by the Bible Project. 

 

So What? 
Verse 58 

Take another look at Paul’s conclusion to this chapter – in verse 58. What is his conclusion? And 
how does he arrive to it? Do you see his logic here? 

? 


