
 

Week 3 

RE-mote 
Discussion Guide 

Memory Verse 
But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  - John 16:7 

Imagine This. 
Have you ever experienced something so amazing and awesome that you wished it would never 
end? 

Well, imagine how Jesus’s disciples felt about having God-in-the-flesh hanging out with them!!!! 
For 3 years, they followed Jesus around – watching Him teach like nobody they’d ever seen, heal 
people from disabilities and sickness, raise people from the dead, cast out demons, walk on 
water, multiply foods to feed thousands of people… and these are only the things that were 
written down for us to know about! Scripture inidcates Jesus did even more than could be written 
down (John 21:25). 

But then imagine how they felt when He told them that He had to die. Can you really fault Peter 
for his reaction when Jesus told him this? How could anyone go back to life without Jesus when 
they had experienced life with Jesus? 

But then, imagine how the disciples felt when Jesus came back to life!!! Imagine what they were 
thinking when they realized it was true – it was really Him, back from the dead… 

But then… imagine how they felt when He told them that He had to leave them again! And that 
it would be better for them if He did! 

What an emotional roller coaster, huh? 

 

Holy Spirit 
How could it possibly be better for us that Jesus would leave us? Well, He tells us the answer – 
it’s because, if He goes away (if He goes “Re-mote”), He can send us “the Advocate” – the Holy 
Spirit. 

But who is the Holy Spirit? And what does He do? Discuss with one another what you know or 
have heard about the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible gives us many names for the Holy Spirit. “Advocate” is one of them, but there are 
others. What other names do you know of, and what does each name tell us about Holy Spirit? 
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The Promised One 
Read Acts 2:14-21. 

In this passage, we read the beginning of Peter’s famous 
sermon that he preached at Pentecost. Just before this, in 
verses 1-13, we’re told about how the disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit – how tongues of fire came to rest upon 
them, and how they began speaking in different tongues. 
Apparently, it was quite a scene – because the first thing Peter 
had to do in his sermon was assure the onlookers that they 
weren’t drunk! 

But then, in verses 17-21, he further explains their experience by quoting the Old Testament 
prophet Joel, who talks about how, “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people.” 

So… what is this all about? Well, it’s all part of God’s plan to redeem humanity. 

1. The Holy Spirit plays a vital part in God’s plan of redemption. 

The Old Testament shows us that this has always been the case. And in fact, in the rest of 
Peter’s sermon, he frequently refers to Holy Spirit as one who was “promised.” 

 

The Re-newer of Hearts 
But perhaps some of the most famous and iconic Old Testament passages that promise the 
Holy Spirit are found in Ezekiel. Let’s take a look at these and see what we can learn about the 
role of Holy Spirit in God’s plan for redemption. But before we jump into that, let’s set the stage 
just a little bit… 

 

Context. By this point in chapter 36, Ezekiel has already begun to bring a message of hope to 
Israel. In fact, this last third of the book is very beautiful, hopeful, and encouraging. But 
unfortunately, that’s not how the book starts. The first 33 chapters relay God’s warning and 
judgement. The problem was that Israel had been un-faithful to God – they as a people were 
full of sin, corruption, and idolatry – and thus, they failed to be a good witness to those around 
them (this is the real meaning of “taking the Lord’s name in vain”). And as a result of their sin, 
God sent them into “exile” in Babylon. He allowed Babylon to come in and conquer them, and 
take many of them away from their home – into Babylon. But, by chapter 36, God is beginning 
to tell them how He is going to redeem them. Listen to what He says. 

 

Read Ezekiel 36:24-32. 

What do you notice? What is God saying here? Discuss your observations with one another. ? 
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This passage talks about God sprinkling them with “clean water” and removing their “heart of 
stone” and replacing it with a “heart of flesh” – and, He talks about putting “a new Spirit” in 
them… His own Spirit! 

 

What do you suppose this means?! 

 

What does this passage say will result from this new heart and new Spirit – (1) in the lives of 
God’s people? (2) in the land? 

 

What does this passage say will happen (or should happen) when God’s people are restored in 
their land? (See vv. 31-32). 

 

Just to drive home the point, and because it’s another awesome passage, Read Ezekiel 37:1-14. 

 

How do these prophecies from Ezekiel compare with Jesus’s teachings about the human heart? 
about where “life” comes from? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss, and hen you’re ready, turn to the next page.  
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2. The Holy Spirit brings new life to followers of Jesus – cleansing us from sin and changing our 
hearts. 

In church circles these days, we talk a lot about “justification” – how Jesus forgave our sins on 
the cross, thus making the way for us to be reconciled to God. And this is very true, very 
important, and very awesome! But, we sometimes get stuck at forgivness, and we fail to step 
into the rest of the story. Let me explain… 

You see, forgiveness is not the only thing God has done for us! Through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, God has also empowered us to live a new kind of life! God doesn’t just save us from 
something (our sin). God also saves us for something – a new kind of life – life in the Spirit. 
Thus, “getting saved” is only just the beginning! There’s an entire new life to jump into once we 
begin trusting Jesus. 

John Wesley used to talk about the process of salvation by 
comparing it to a house. The journey of salvation begins outside of 
the house – perhaps on the lawn. And it ends inside the house. And 
God empowers the whole process! 

The lawn could represent our lives before trusting in Jesus – we are 
lost – stuck in our sins. 

The porch could represent that time on our journey where we begin to ask questions and 
wonder about entering into the house. 

Then there’s the front doorway. The front doorway represents “justification” – like we talked 
about above. It represents the forgiveness Jesus won for us on the cross. It is the way into the 
house! 

But then, there’s the inside of the house! This is the place where we actually “work out our 
salvation” (Phil. 2:12). This is the place of walking in the Spirit (e.g. Rom. 8; Gal. 5). This is where 
we can actualy live Life (with a capital “L”). 

But so many seem to get stuck in the doorjam! We never move into the house and start living in 
it. 
 

Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit so we could start living in the 
house right now! 

 

Think back to the passages we read from Ezekiel 36 & 37. That passage talks about God 
“cleansing” us with “clean water.” But it also talks about God literally giving us a new heart – a 
new Spirit – which leads to us “following His decrees” (obedience to Him). 

 

What do you suppose this means? How do we receive new hearts from God? How do we walk 
in the Spirit? Live inside the house? Work out our salvation? (These are all related and similar 
questions – they all go together!) 

? 


