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Faith That Doesn’t Need a Show  
Luke 4:9–12  
9 The devil led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on 
the highest point of the temple. “If You are the Son of 
God,” he said, “throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it 
is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’”  
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’”  
 
The Temptation to Prove Ourselves (Again)  
The temptation is not only about jumping from 
the temple. It questions what God said about 
who Jesus is—again. 
Many temptations in life come in this form. We 
want our identity, validation, recognition, or at-
tention from others. Jesus shows us that obedi-
ence is more important than impressing people.  
 

The Temptation to Twist Scripture  
One of the most striking details of this tempta-
tion is that Satan quotes Psalm 91.   Scripture 
must be read for Truth—not our opinion.  
 

The Temptation of Showy Religion  
This temptation also connects to an insight from 
C.S. Lewis in The Screwtape Letters.  At one 
point, Screwtape explains that demons love it 
when religion becomes focused on appearances 
rather than genuine devotion.  That is exactly the 
kind of temptation Satan presents to Jesus:  
Jump from the temple. Let the angels catch 
you. Let everyone watch.  
Jesus shows us that God is not interested in    
religious performances. God is interested in 
faithful hearts. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Through March 8, 2026  

 

Main Budget for 2026   $1,271,695.34 
Year To Date Need   $   244,556.80  
Year To Date Offerings  $   307,372.73* 
          *126% of YTD budget need 
              

March 8 attendance:  8:30   10:00     11:15 
In person    154      362        128 
Peak Live Views     33        40          -   
Total Views      206      237          -     


