
“Looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector of our faith.”    Hebrews 12: 2 
“The Crestviewer” is published monthly by:                   Volume 2023, Issue 11                                 November 22, 2023 

Crestview United Methodist Church 
2245 SW Eveningside Dr.  
Topeka, KS 66614-1344 
Phone: (785) 272-3676 or 272-3702 
 
 

E-mail: crestviewumc@gmail.com 
Web address: cumctopeka.org 
We are also on Facebook; search for us by our name. 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Rea 
Music Director: Debbie Basom  

A/V Coordinator: Chuck Forman 
Organist: Connie Roth 
Custodian: Al Nelson 

Nursery Director: Vicki Wheat 
Secretary: Terresa Mountain 

Financial Secretary: Michele Turley 
Asst. Financial Secretary: Marilynn Hiegert 

Hi Church, 
 Advent is a time of anticipation and waiting. When we focus the anticipation of Advent 
toward the celebration of Christmas, we know that it’s only four weeks of waiting.  But when 
we consider the words of the prophet Isaiah concerning the Messiah that weapons will be turned 
into gardening tools and there will no more war, we realize that our waiting has been and will 

be much longer than four weeks.  
 Have you ever had a moment or more than just a moment, but a season in life when you wondered if 
your joy and hope would ever return?  Maybe loneliness, depression, grief, or anxiety gripped your life or 
the life of those around you? Have you ever felt hopeless, stranded, stuck or in a ditch? Anything about any 
of this sound familiar?   
 This December, as it is every December, there are people waiting for relationships to be repaired, for 
loved ones to come to Christ, for tumors to be gone, for freedom from addictions. They are praying, “God, 
you said that healing is available to us? Why don’t we see it?”  
 We live in a “not yet” world. We anticipate and hope for things to be a certain way, but it has not 
happened yet. We have faith and belief that promises will come true, they’re not happening yet.  
 This is reflected in the purple and blue, the colors of fasting, mourning, and suffering, traditionally 
used during Advent. Advent begins in the darkness, not with Christmas carols, because we can’t truly sing 
Joy to the World until we truly name the darkness we are experiencing in the world. 
 So how do we keep hope and joy alive when all we seem to hear is “not yet”?  
 Have you ever considered that we are not the only ones waiting? Jesus is waiting also. Hebrews 
10:11-13 records this about Jesus. 11 Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers before the  
altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But 
our High Priest [Christ] offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he 
sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his enemies are humbled and 
made a footstool under his feet. 

 What’s going to be Jesus’ footstool? It’s not going to be people. It’s going to be war, poverty, racism, 
human trafficking, cancer, and all other things not of God. We’re not the only ones waiting for Jesus. Jesus 
is waiting for the moment to make himself known. 
 The hope and joy of Advent is that God has not taken off on a retreat but that the God who cares for 
the dry and barren places cares for each and all of us.  God shows up even in the desert and barren places of 
life to await us in renewal, restoration, and salvation.  
 Think about it, pray about it and I hope to see you in church. 
          Pastor Kevin 
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Please note: To keep prayer concerns refreshed in the weekly bulletin & newsletter, prayer requests will be  
renewed every 2 weeks with the exception of ongoing critical needs. We hope this keeps us updated and brings 
our attention to new requests.  Thank you. Pastor Kevin Rea     
 

Deaths: Nancy Foster (10/27); Helen Brunker (11/7) 

 

Concerns: Pat Ripper (broken hip); Reva Hern (cancer); Sherry Perry (cancer); Ruth Davis (recovering from her 
fall), Tom & Peggy Palmer’s niece (Stacy–breast cancer); Dave & Mary Manley (for their son & wife, Jason & 
Farrah, as he remains in severe pain); Kim Brooks 
 
 
 
 

 Our Men and Women currently serving in the Military: Matt Thompson; JoAnn Montgomery’s  
Grandson & wife, (Jacob & Lexci Crawshaw); Rick & Laura Anderson’s son (Matt Anderson); 
Oleta Schafer’s grandsons (Matt Cavanaugh & Ben Tressler) 

 
      December 15th is the deadline for the January 2024 Crestviewer! 

 It’s Your Business: Our financial status through Oct. 31, 2023 
  Bank Balance:   $ 51,441.65 
  Designated Funds:  $ 45,054.38 
  General Funds:   $   6,387.27 
  Mission Shares paid to date:  $   9,926.98 
Copies of the Monthly Finance Report are always available in the Church Office. 
Total unpaid Mission Shares for 2023          ($ 10,343.02) 

TOTAL: Budget $187,232.05  + Mission Shares $20,270.00  = $207,502.05 needed for 2023 

 Pastor Kevin’s sermons are available on  
the Church Website (usually by Tuesday) and a link is 
shared on our Facebook. AND you still have the option 
of listening to worship on the phone! You can call 
(785) 200-3223 and Pastor Kevin’s sermon for the 
week will play over the phone. Crestview has several 
members who do not have computers or internet and 
are still unable to meet with their Crestview family.  
Please, let folks know this is an option! 
===================================================================   

You can join the 24 other households that currently 
support Crestview UMC each time they shop at  
Dillon's! The website to sign up is:  
https://www.dillons.com/i/
community/community-rewards  
CRESTVIEW UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH (41597) 
=================================================================== 

UWF Events: 
12/2 UWF Bazaar & Soup Lunch 
12/13 1:00p Agape Circle 
          5:30p Faith Circle 
 

From Cindy Brooks: I want to thank 
the Church for the prayer shawl and  
also to Kathy and Sandy for delivering 
it before my vertebroplasty procedure. 
    Julia Strobel wishes to thank everyone who attended 
Jennifer’s surprise party, as well as for the cards and 
for the Custodian for his work. 
 From Ila Hewitt: I want to thank you for the 
beautiful prayer shawl. It is much appreciated. 

Time of prayer - 6:00p Tuesdays: December 
5, 12, and 19. We will not meet on the 26th. 
 
Coffee with the Pastor -  
December 14   9:30a-11:30a 
 

Blue Christmas  
Service at Grace 

 - Saturday,  
December 16  

at 4 pm 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Service at 
Crestview - December 24  
6:00p pm - Music Celebration,  
6:30 pm- Communion 
& Candlelight Service 
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Doorstep ~ December 2023 
For many the month of December is about the holidays, gathering with friends and family, decorating, baking, and 
getting gifts ready to share with our loved ones.  At Doorstep, we have been thinking about and planning for our 
Christmas Adoption Project for months, and now it is time to make the holiday brighter for the 800+ individuals 
we have adopted from the Christmas Bureau this year!  The executive board decided that going forward we will 
not have the Christmas Store as it was pre-pandemic.  We will continue with a process similar to the past three 
years operating out of the Doorstep building and preparing everything for each household to come pick up at an 
appointed day and time.  Each household we adopt will receive a food order, health kit, blanket/quilt, a household 
item, gifts, games and toys (children), school supplies if appropriate, and a $20 gift card per person in the house-
hold.  We have some limited volunteer opportunities available this year! 
 
Current Needs for Christmas:  Gifts needed by December 8th are: Toys: Nerf Guns, Legos Toys, Puzzles, and 
learning toys like Vtech.  Any type of KC Chiefs décor, hoodies, etc., AXE sets for men, Hoodies (Sz Med – 4X, 
variety of colors), King size sheet sets, Dish Sets, Silverware Sets, Kitchen Utensil Sets, Skillets and Sauce Pans.  
These items should be NEW for Christmas.  
  
We also need monetary donations for the gift cards, food, etc. which will total $35,000 or more.  You can mail a 
check, or go to our website (www.doorsteptopeka.org) to donate by credit card.  Please note your member congre-
gation with your donation, and don’t forget your year-end, tax-deductible donations!   
 
Please note the following dates in December: 
 
NO DONATIONS of used clothing or household items will be accepted Nov. 22nd – Dec. 18th. 
 
Doorstep will be CLOSED FOR ALL SERVICES AND DONATIONS December 11th – 15th.   
Doorstep Holiday Hours:  
 Closed from Noon on December 22nd through December 26th & January 1st.  

Open for donations only December 27th – 29th, January 3rd, 9am-2pm. 
Closed for ALL services December 27th – January 2nd for year-end wrap-up. 
Resume normal operation on Wednesday, January 3, 2024. 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays from the Staff at Doorstep! 

 

FOOD ROOM NEEDS;  dry beans, canned milk, chicken noodle soup, boxed potatoes, spaghetti O's, macaroni 
and cheese, cream of mushroom soup, peanut butter, powdered milk, vegetable soup, peas, ravioli, pork n beans, 
canned fruit, egg noodles, oatmeal, tuna, boxed pasta, canned beans, spaghetti, pancake mix, & hand can openers. 
WALK/FUN RUN October 1st. Doorstep earnings were $8,300; and the DUCK RACE, DUCKS FOR  
DOORSTEP earned $330.  
If you bought any Christmas Family gifts, bring them to me and I will deliver them to Doorstep. A flier with 
needs is posted. (Toys, hoodies, board games, silverware and household gifts, sheets, cologne sets.) 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES;  These are listed on the Christmas Project Flier.  Call Doorstep to sign-up. 
Crestview donations in October:  $25.00 and 59.3 pounds of food. 
        Julia Marsh, Crestview Doorstep Coordinator  

http://www.doorsteptopeka.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
10:30a UWF Bazaar 
11:00a Soup Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Sunday 
   School 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
11:00a Sanctuary 
   reserved 
 
 
 
7:00p Coin Club 
    (fellowship hall) 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p A Time of 
   Prayer (parlor) 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
6:15p Carilloner 
7:00p Chancel Choir 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Sanctuary & 
   Fellowship hall res. 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
BLESSING BOX 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Sunday 
   School 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p A Time of 
   Prayer (parlor) 
6:00p Dist, 8 AA  
   (fellowship hall) 

13 
 
 
 
1:00p Agape Circle 
 
 
5:30p Faith Circle 

14 
 
9:30a Coffee with 
Pastor at  
 
 
 
 
6:15p Carilloner 
7:00p Chancel Choir 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
10:00a-1:00p 
  Fellowship hall res. 
    
4:00p Blue  
   Christmas Worship         
   at Grace UMC 
 
 
 

17 
 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Sunday 
   School 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Ad Council 
   (parlor) 

19 
 
 
10:15a-Noon 
   (Parlor reserved)                                                                                                                            
 
 
6:00p A Time of 
   Prayer (parlor) 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
6:15p Carilloner 
7:00p Chancel Choir 
7:00p Stamp Club 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Sunday 
   School 
 
 
6:00p Musical  
   Celebration 
6:30p Communion & 
Candlelight Worship 

25 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 C.N.O.  
    (fellowship hall) 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Sunday 
   School 
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5th  Kim Brooks 

10th  Donna Reece 

16th  Jackie Brittain 

18th  Brett Bahr 

23rd  Laura Anderson 

29th  Nicholas Emery 

30th  Eleanor Miller 

Friends, 
 It has been our tradition at Crestview to honor and remember loved ones with the "purchase" of a 
live or paper poinsettias in December. Starting December 3 we plan to have both paper and live poinsettias 
in the Narthex and Sanctuary. 
 Our current giving to Mission Shares is below our designated commitment. If you are able to honor 
or remember loved ones this year, your donation would be much appreciated! 
 Please fill out this form indicating who you would like to remember or honor.  We ask for $10 per 
paper or live  poinsettia but if you are able to give more your donation will help us come closer to our  
Mission Share designated commitment.  All donations are welcome and appreciated!! Please send the form 
and your money to the church office or drop in the offering basket by Monday, December 11 - thanks so 
much!!   
      Your Mission Committee 
====================================================== 
 
For Mission Shares: 
 
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________ 
     and  /      or 
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________   
 
From: _____________________________________________________________ 
  
Total $ _________   Live: Quantity ________ Paper: Quantity _________ 

The 2023 holiday season is here and the staff at Crestview have faithfully served our Congregation. 

Please include them in your Christmas giving as we plan to present them with a monetary gift just as we 

have in the past. 

 You may use the small manila envelope included in this newsletter to bring or send your  

money to the Church. If you would rather mail your check/gift, please clearly mark it “Staff Gift” so 

that our Financial Secretary, Michele T., knows how to designate it.   

 If you could get it into the Church Office by Monday, Dec. 11, that will allow us time for the gifts 

to be disbursed.  I hope you will generously show your appreciation for our wonderful staff.  

      Debbie Basom, SPRC Chairperson 

December 

Christmas Bazaar 
Sat, December 2nd 

10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Soup Lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
We will have Silent Auction Theme  
Baskets, Crafts, Baked Goods, and our 
Cookie/Candy Walk where you may  

purchase homemade treats at 
$8 per pound to serve for your  
holiday events!  
 
 

 For our Soup Lunch we will serve 
Sandwiches, Dessert & Drink and will be  
available 11:00a-1:00p! We will accept a  
free will offering for lunch! 
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CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.cumctopeka.org 

 

Our e-mail address is: 
crestviewumc@gmail.com 

We do offer our newsletter via e-mail, 
if you prefer to receive it that way! 

 
    Crestview Church is also on  
Facebook and found by searching 
for Crestview United Methodist 
Church, Topeka, KS 

 

If you would like to be notified by 
e-mail when there are new prayer 
concerns, or if you have a prayer 
concern you would like others to 
know about, please call the 
Church Office at 272-3676 or e-mail your 
information to the Church at the above ad-
dress.     
 

All e-mail addresses will be kept confidential. 

2245 SW Eveningside Dr. 
Topeka, KS 66614-1344 
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Pg. 2  It’s your $$ Business 

  Prayer concerns 

  UWF Events 
  Thank You’s 
  Blue Christmas 
  Christmas Eve Service 
Pg. 3  Festival of Nativities 
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  Christmas Bazaar 
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Wednesday. Nov. 15th, is the deadline  

for the December 2023 Crestviewer.  

 

If you know that someone is in the hospital, if 
they approve, please contact Pastor Kevin, so he 
can lift them up in prayer and possibly visit them.  

Thank you to our 
e-readers! 


