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This Lenten season, we will journey together through a worship series that I have
called "A Time to Grow: Lessons From the Garden."
I confess that I inherited my Grandpa Owsley’s attitude towards all things that grow:
if I can eat it, I will put in the time and tender care required to reap the benefits of all my
hard work. Plants that will never end up on my dinner table tend to die when I tend them—
mostly because I simply don’t care. If you ever visit my house and see lovely rose bushes, know that these
are credited 100% to my husband’s dedication.
At the heart of every celebration human beings have, you will find food. It is the common denominator of the human experience. Every religious tradition celebrating a holiday, every nation with designated
holidays, every family unit with their own special set of uniting rituals—these all take place, in some manner,
around the idea that food and bounty ought to be shared. Whether it is breaking the Ramadan fast, American’s surrounding a grill on the 4th of July, a church celebrating the Eucharist, a synagogue celebration of
Passover, or even just the common American tradition of cake and ice cream at a birthday party—our celebrations are intertwined with the food we consume at them.
But, due to agricultural industrialization and mass urbanization, many of our basic food traditions
have been lost in the short span of one or two generations. It never ceases to amaze me when I meet someone my own age who doesn’t know where strawberries come from. It feels like common knowledge to
me. Largely because there are pictures of me picking strawberries in my grandfather’s garden that date prior
to my earliest memories. I knew where strawberries came from before I could pronounce the word
“strawberry.” But many people in my generation have not shared this experience. Many people in the generation currently being raised have not shared this experience.
And so, in a world of fast-food and to-go meals, in a world where many people have forgotten fundamentals of where food comes from, we have quickly lost one of the uniting factors of what makes us human. The simple act of breaking bread together. Moving through the season of Lent with this in mind, we
slow down, move through the painstaking process of growth, and end together with great feasting and celebration of the resurrection on Easter morning.
I hope you will begin this Lenten Journey of "A Time To Grow" on Ash Wednesday, February
14th. There will be two services that day. One will be at noon to accommodate those who do not like to drive
at night, and the other service will be at 7PM that evening. The process of growth is never simple or easy, but
we are called to continually grow as Christians at every season of life. I look forward to our journey together.

Blessings, Pastor Kara
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Continued from page 1

Please note: We are refreshing the prayer requests on the white board in the office and in the weekly bulletin &
newsletter. Prayer requests will be renewed every 2 weeks with the exception of ongoing critical needs. We hope this
keeps us updated and brings our attention to new requests. Thank you. Pastor Kara

Th o s e w ho bl es s Go d i n t h ei r t ri al s wi ll b e b le ss ed b y Go d t h ro ug h t h e ir tr ial s .

Ongoing Concerns: Helen Arthur, Robert & Kathy Singer, LaMoyne Smith, Patsy Hubbard,
Marilyn Marye, Maxine Menish, June Ghan, Gladys Glogau (Hospice), Bob MacLeay (Hospice), June
Christensen’s son (Kevin); RuthAnn Pile’s son (Sam); John Weaver’s cousin (Vivien Hunter)

Our Men and Women currently serving in the Military: Matt Thompson; JoAnn Montgomery’s grandson, (Jacob Crawshaw); Rick & Laura Anderson’s son (Matt Anderson); Vera Hrabak’s grandsons
(Jared Hrabak, Joshua Roe & Bruce Hrabak, Jr.); Gene & Betty Dunn’s great-grandson (Falcon Murillo); Oleta Schafer’s grandson (Matt Cavanaugh) & Doris Henderson’s grandson (Sterling Williams)

Wednesday, Feb. 15th, is the deadline for the March 2018 Crestviewer.

FOR YOUR UMW CALENDARS:
January kicked off our Soup & Cracker collection for Doorstep, with our final collection
date being Feb. 4th when we have our Souper Bowl Sunday!
Sunday, February 11th: UMW Sunday
Sunday, Feb. 11th: 6p — Mon. Feb. 12th 7:45a L.E.A.F. (1st UMC) “Called to Community”
Wednesday, Feb. 14th: Ash Wednesday / Valentines Day
9:00a JOY Circle Informal meeting at Hy-Vee if weather permits.
1:00p AGAPE Circle (parlor) Hostesses: Oleta Schafer & June Christensen; Devotions: June
Christensen; Program: Pat Golden
5:30p FAITH Circle (parlor) Hostess: Shirley Postier; Program: Teresa Tuchscherer
Julia Strobel suggests bringing red, pink, or white food items to the Circle meetings for Doorstep.
That would be things like spaghetti sauce, tuna, rice, milk (canned or powdered), jelly, pork n’ beans,
or applesauce. Please see the complete “Food Order” list on page 3 of this newsletter!

Keenagers will meet on Friday,
February 9, 2018 to hear Chris
Merriweather, Medicare Grants
Regional Manager. Meal reservations
should be turned in by Tuesday evening January 9th to caller or office.
Guests are always welcome so invite fellow church members and
friends. Cost of lunch will be $7 as per vote this year. If you are unable to attend after your reservation is turned in, please understand we still need to pay
Chef Ruth for the meal she has prepared, so you’ll need to get your money turned
in to John & Marilyn Marye, or to the Church Office.
UPPER ROOMS: Due to the rising costs associated with printed material, the U.M. Women have
raised the requested donation for an Upper Room, to $1. The Upper Rooms are located in the
holder immediately around the corner from the Women’s restroom opposite the Church Office.

1 Pet er 4: 13

It’s Your Business: Our financial status through December 31, 2017
Bank Balance:
$ 55,666.42
Designated Funds:
$ 53,447.57
General Funds:
$ 2,218.85
‘17 Mission Shares {assigned $26,382.00} paid for 2017: $ 6,896.00
Total unpaid Mission Shares for 2017
$19,486.00

2 2018 - Mission Shares assigned: $ 25,441 / Budget: $ 190,153 = $ 215,594 Total

{Doorstep purchases this}

The Mission Committee
will host our “Souper Bowl
Lunch” on Sunday, Feb. 4th, immediately after second service!
Please plan to join us in this mission/outreach ministry & meal!
Thank you!

Updated Addresses for:
Maxine Menish
1012 Elm St.
Humboldt, KS 66748-1159

Patsy Hubbard
c/o 1011 E. Grove
Effingham, IL 62401-3730

Viola Beadleston
26349 Keene Eskridge Rd.
Maple Hill, KS 66507-8570

“Growing God’s Kingdom: What Are You Giving Up for Mission?”
Mark 4:26-29 Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by a man who then goes
to bed and forgets about it. The seed sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it happens. The earth
does it all without his help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. When the
grain is fully formed, he reaps—harvest time!

Our Mission committee would like to invite you to take part in a fundraiser for Mission Shares during this
Lenten season. This fundraiser involves “giving up” indulgences and donating the money that would normally be
spent on that treat.

Act s 17: 28

De p e n di ng o n Go d i s n’t w eak n ess ; it ’s ac k no wl edg i ng Hi s str e ng th .

Have you wondered what foods
Doorstep really needs?
Is something you have, something
they would use?
This is a list of exactly what they
put in their Food Order! If you’re out
shopping and wish to make a donation,
there are big tubs outside the Church
Secretary’s office (with green lids) in
which you can place your NONPERISHABLE food items. Please don’t
place out of date items in the tubs, as
they will only get tossed.
Thank you!
Julia Marsh

It’s suggested that congregants can give up things (once a week or so) such as going out to eat, buying coffee every morning (skip one day), having a weekend movie night, and give that money for mission instead.
If you’d like to help out during Lent you can “give up something for mission” once, twice or numerous
times – all the proceeds will go to our commitment for Mission Shares. You can put your donation in an envelope
found in the bulletin or in one of the clay pots in the Narthex.

Together we can help to grow God’s Kingdom – thanks for your help and for “giving it up!!”
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A l t ho ug h w e li v e i n t h is wo rl d , we m us t d e cl ar e ou r al l egi a nc e to h e a v e n .
2 Ti mot hy 2: 4
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BIRTHDAYS
February 2018
1st
2nd
3rd

Justice Ditzler
Tony Romero
Amy Bitter
Sherry Perry
5th Jasmine Elkins
7th Glennis Martin
Bailey Knight
8th Kathy Singer
9th Regina Harris
Susan Liening
Emily Hardesty
10th Debra Hoffman
11th Gary Basom

13th Michele Turley
Carly Beard
19th Peggy Palmer
Mickey Shannon
Landen Miller
22nd Jack Rogers
25th Bill Miller
28th Vivian McCormick

We are collecting Box Tops for Education. Our own Lois Fowler gathers them up, trims them up and
sends them off to Red Bird Mission in the southeastern corner of Kentucky, where they redeem them
for items for their school. The collection site for these labels is just outside Pastor’s office on a little
table!
And the aluminum can “tabs” are being gathered and delivered to the Ronald McDonald House here
in Topeka. Collection is in the same location!
Thank you!

Doorstep Coordinator’s Report

January 4, 2018

Dovetail: December $2,369.98 Getting ready to move to the Doorstep building. Target for opening
is the end of the first quarter.
Food room: egg noodles, pork and beans, tuna, peas, canned pasta: ravioli, spaghettios.
Clothing room: blankets, sheets, womens’ slacks (larger sizes)
Christmas Store: 261 households with 824 individuals from the Christmas Bureau. Money spent on
food, toys and clothing $17,699. 7 households no shows, 17 individuals.
Souperbowl Sunday: February 4th: We are collecting soup and crackers to help stock the food pantry. Our Goal: 4 ½ tons = 9,000 pounds.
Operation Soup Line: Wednesday, February 28th. Lunch and carry out 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. One
theme Basket from each congregation at a minimum value $25.00. Please list items in the basket and
total value.
Upcoming Events:
Spring food Sale: Tamales and cinnamon rolls. Orders in April and delivery in May.
April Annual Banquet.
Topeka Gives: Tues. June 5th
Doorstep needs: free 8 foot tables and a library cart.
Crestview donations for December: $1,501.60 and 118 pounds of food.
Julia Marsh, Doorstep Coordinator

Topeka District Gathering—First UMC Saturday, February 10 from 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
All are invited to come for connecting and learning! We will begin with worship and then move to workshops. Topics include training for trustees, finance persons and staff/pastor-parish relations members; discussion
on the way forward; partnership between laity and clergy; understanding your community; sharing best practices,
and more!
Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr. will preach and teach. Plan now to participate – registration information should be
available from the Church Office, or from the Conference Office (272-9111).

3:30p GS Troop 4714
(f. hall)

8:30a Worship
9:40a Sunday School
10:50a Worship
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3:30p GS Troop 4714
(f. hall)

8:30a Worship
9:40a Sunday School
10:50a Worship
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26

7:00p C. N. O. (f. hall)

27

20

19

5:30p SPPR (parlor)

13

6

12

7:00p Coin Club (f. hall)
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Tuesday

2018

Monday

Parlor

5:30p FAITH Cir

8:00p W. N. S. (f. hall)

28

8:00p W. N. S. (f. hall)

21

7:00p Worship
8:00p W. N. S. (f. hall)

Parlor

12:00p Worship
1:00p AGAPE Cir

HyVee weather permitting
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Saturday

9:30a Prayer Group (par)

23

9:30a Prayer Group (par)
10:00a Fellowship Hall
reserved

16

24

17

9:30a Prayer Group (par)
12:00p Keenagers (f.
hall)
2:00p Sanctuary reserved
2:00p Sanctuary reserved

9

9:30a Prayer Group (par)

2

Friday

From the American Heart Association:
Try to keep stress in your life at a
minimum & remember to include exercise
activities into your daily schedule. This
can be as simple as a walk with a friend,
or a yoga class. Life is precious and good
health is just a few simple steps away.

6:30p Carilloners
7:30p Chancel Choir
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6:30p Stamp Club (par)
6:30p Carilloners
7:30p Chancel Choir

15

14
9:00a JOY Cir

6:30p Carilloners
7:30p Chancel Choir

8

8:00p W. N. S. (f. hall)

7

5:30p GS Leaders (f.
hall)
6:30p Carilloners

1

Wednesday Thursday

A g e nt le w or d o f c om plim e nt f all s l ig h tl y bu t it car ri e s gr e at w ei g ht . Pr over bs 16:24

UMW SUNDAY
8:30a Worship
9:40a Sunday School
10:50a Worship
12:15p Parlor reserved
3:30p GS Troop 4714
(f. hall)

11

8:30a Worship
9:40a Sunday School
10:50a Worship
12:15p Souper Bowl
Lunch sponsored by
Mission Committee
(fellowship hall)
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Sunday
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February 14th
12:00p Worship Service
& 7:00p Worship Service

To our Electronic
followers!

Leave final justice in the hands of a just God. Leviticus 19:18
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Our e-mail address is:
crestviewumc@gmail.com

We do offer our newsletter via e-mail,
if you prefer to receive it that way!
Crestview Church is also on
Facebook and found by searching
for Crestview United Methodist
Church

If you would like to be notified
by e-mail when there are new prayer concerns, or if you have a prayer
concern you would like others to
know about, please call the Church
Office at 272-3676 or e-mail your information to the Church at:
Crestviewumc@gmail.com.
All e-mail addresses will be kept confidential.

