
Sabbath Sunday 2022        Jeremy Norton, Mountainview Church 

 

What is Sabbath Sunday? Our staff, ministry leaders and key volunteers put massive amounts of time and energy into 
our Christmas Eve gatherings on December 24th. That considered, a few years ago, we implemented Sabbath 
Sunday following Christmas Eve. We invite you to gather with family or close friends, for a day of true sabbath rest. To 
aid in the spiritual component of this sabbath, I have included a small devotional to be read during a quiet moment 
on Sunday, December 25th. 
 

Our family has been enjoying the new Disney+ series titled, The Santa Clauses; a sequel TV series to the three Santa 
Claus films with actor, Tim Allen. At the time of writing this letter, a bit of discord between Allen and the Disney writers 
has surfaced. 

Tim reported that the original scripts “had a lot of otherworldly characters, and ghosts, and goblins. I said, 
‘No, this is Christ-mas. It’s Christ-mas. It literally is a religious holiday…We don’t have to blow trumpets, but I do 
want you to acknowledge it; that’s what this is about.” (www.thewrap.com/the-santa-clauses-christianity-tim-allen-disney-series) 

As a pastor, on one hand, I’m impressed that Tim Allen petitioned to highlight the Christ component of Christ-mas. On 
the other hand, following this statement as “a religious holiday” only skims the surface. Christmas would have never 
come to pass without Christ. For those of us who call ourselves Christians, we shouldn’t cling to this as an opportunity 
to start an argument or to push an ideological agenda. We should be stating it as a historic fact, outlined in Luke’s 
Gospel account. (Read Luke 2:1-21) 

This single event would launch the most important sequence of events for all human beings. This Christ-child would 
grow to become a perfect man, fully divine, sent to our world to be sacrificed on a cross for humanity’s sin. Then, the 
greatest miracle that had ever been or would ever be; Jesus Christ, who had predicted his own death and 
resurrection, pulled it off! Three days later, He rose from the grave, conquering death, and removing the barrier of sin 
between fallen humanity and a Holy God, for all who would believe. This eventual outcome of Christ’s birth leads to 
the most important question for every man, woman, and child: Do I believe it? 

This year, will our belief transcend nostalgic films and stories about Christmas spirit? Will our belief cause a greater 
communion than parties with friends and family gatherings? Will our belief move past the Christ-mas, as a religious 
tradition or holiday? Will our belief rest solely in Jesus as the Christ; as the One who first ignited why we started 
celebrating Christmas in the first place? 

May we not let Christ’s mass pass this year without pausing for at least a moment, and asking, “Why am I 
celebrating? Is Jesus firmly connected to my Christmas?” 

Closing Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day of sabbath rest. We thank you for sending Your Son 
to remove our sin and be our Lord and King. Holy Spirit, continue to move in our midst, as we ponder and pray about 
the true meaning of Christmas; about the Child that would become our Christ. Jesus, thank you for being our Saviour, 
for taking our place and our punishment, for your death and resurrection, bringing us redemption and eternal 
salvation. It is Your Great Name we pray, amen.  


