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What a JOY!  It’s September! 

 Wait.  What?  Joy?!?  How can we be thinking of joy right in the middle of all 

the turmoil, tribulation, and trouble we are facing these days?  Yes, there is a 

lot going on. . .like the coronavirus.  COVID-19 is still very much alive and we are continuing to feel the negative effects 

of all the restrictions, closures, and limitations.  I don’t know about you, but I find it tough and uncomfortable wearing 

a mask!  Yes, it’s important for our safety and the safety of others, but I find it tough to breathe at times.  Not only are 

we experiencing this pandemic, but there is social unrest and add in all the negative campaigning with the upcoming 

election and just like that, all the joy is sucked out of the room.  BUT, are we not challenged to discover joy? 

James 2:2-4 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing. 

Yes, we can have joy in the midst of struggles and difficulty.  But how?  Well, this month (but really, we already started 

this at the end of August) we are continuing our All-Church-Focus entitled “Exploring Joy in Difficult Times” a study in 

the Bible book of Philippians.  Both the Apostle Paul and the Philippian believers were struggling, and being that Paul 

had found joy in focusing on Jesus, he wanted to challenge others to do the same. Paul knew, like Nehemiah did, that 

there is strength in joy. 

Nehemiah 8:10. . .for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 

This All-Church-Focus is a study where our entire church: kids, students, families, and adults all study the same Bible 

book.  This year we have made some fun new opportunities to get the most out of our study of this book.  One of 

these new elements is we are using a lot of videos to help you grow in your own time with the Lord.  You will be 

learning about SOAP to help in your daily Bible reading.  Also, we have established Neighborhood Bible University (NU 

or NBU) to give you short Bible teaching videos as we walk verse-by-verse through the Bible book of Philippians. They 

will be available through our website and YouTube channel to be viewed as we walk through the book, or you can 

binge watch the whole series.  Sunday sermons will be inspirational times to learn more and be challenged to take on 

joy.  The key element of the All-Church-Focus is being connected to and involved in a Life Group.  These smaller groups 

will be a great time to connect and learn together as we discuss what we are learning from our own time in the Bible, 

NBU, and from the sermons.  Also, through these groups we will be doing a service project encouraging us to bring 

some joy to our neighbors.  Oh, and there will be more!! 

Our hope and prayer is that you would continue or join in on this All-Church-Focus, be part of a Life Group, and seek to 

learn much as we spend this concentrated time together.  Also, this magazine will help you connect with the Lord and 

this church as you seek to grow in faith and experience joy.   

Experiencing joy in these difficult times along with you,  

 

Pastor Mike 

Message from Mike 
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We Are Family 

Having a Spiritual Family is Important 

A few months ago I was at church and we were having communion.  After I received communion, I returned to my seat 

and observed the others still waiting in line.  One husband stood behind his wife and gave her shoulder a gentle 

squeeze.  A young daughter put her arms around her mother’s waist as they inched forward.  The individuals serving 

communion looked warmly at each person who came up and then waited until the end to be served.  As I watched, I 

was overwhelmed with gratitude.  I felt so blessed to be part of this larger group of people, my spiritual family. 

When a spiritual family meets, we come together voluntarily.  The common denominator between its members is not 

DNA or looks or brains or affluence.  Rather, a spiritual community comes together based on a common belief in God.  

When we meet, we collectively think about ways that we can make the world (community) a better place.  Once we 

find our spiritual family, those are the people with whom we will choose to spend some amount of time. 

Today there are many people who forgo having a spiritual family.  They are what I call “spiritual loners.” I was one when 

I finished college.  I read the Bible and Christian inspiration books.  I prayed most days and attended church on Sundays.  

However, I wasn’t a part of a spiritual community.  I can tell you that there is something very hollow about that 

approach. 

In the book of Hebrews, the author points to the main reason why being part of a spiritual community is so important. 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another. . .” Hebrews 10:24-25 

When we are part of a spiritual community, we are encouraged to be better people.  If you join the church, you will 

likely have the opportunity to help with a food drive.  If you go to Sunday morning gatherings, you will probably hear a 

sermon about being more forgiving or less self-centered.  And you may meet  people whose example inspires you to be 

a better spouse, parent, and friend. 

Being involved in a spiritual community also typically puts us in contact with people who are just a little bit gentler.  We 

live in a world where folks can be pretty harsh.  There are lots of people out there who would rather say something 

derogatory than pay a compliment.  And there are many who have deluded themselves into thinking that their 

achievements give them the right to be arrogant or smug.  It is enough to make anyone want to crawl under a rock and 

hide. 

But in a good spiritual community, we encourage each other to be more loving.  We build each other up and appreciate 

each other’s contributions.  We don’t look for places to criticize, but rather we look for ways to praise each other.  We 

realize that anything that we’ve achieved is a gift from God, and that leads us to be more humble. 

Of course, no spiritual family is perfect.  When human beings come together, we do some things well, and we fall short 

in other areas.  We are fallible creatures.  But overall, when we come together for the purpose of acknowledging God, 

and when we collectively think about how we can serve the world, something special happens.  Our desire to work 

toward “love and good works” comes alive. 

If you don’t have a spiritual community (home church or Life Group) and want to get involved, contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com.  My hope is that when you find the right place, it will be a great blessing in your life 

as it has been in mine.     - Marlys Asman 
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We Are Family 

What Does Being a Part of the Family of God Mean? 

I believe everybody has a God-given “instinct,” or desire, to be a part of something they 

can be comforted by, contributed to, and be an advocate for.  Something they can bond 

to. . .something bigger than themselves. . .something that cannot be overpowered or 

shaken.  And, with very few exceptions, that something is family. 

God’s desire for all of us is that each of us would become a part of His family.  A family 

that can withstand all the pressures of this world, a family that looks to each other for 

comfort, and a family that allows official teaching and reproof so that family, as a whole, 

can thrive. 

Being a part of God’s family can be the most comforting thing one can imagine.  No matter how hard life is, or how 

much harder life may still get, God’s Word (spoken, written, or alive within His family) speaks truths that can only 

bring a knowledge of awesome, wonderful things to come.  It tells of the comforting knowledge that salvation and an 

eternity with God Almighty is forthcoming.  And, as family goes, there is a strong dependence on other individuals 

within the family to make sure our hearts and eyes are directed toward that prize, and that we will not go down 

difficult paths alone.  There is strong comfort in knowing that God’s family will always be there for you. . .knowing 

that God’s family “has your back” in times of both need and celebration. 

Contributing to God’s family isn’t as easy as it might seem.  It requires a patience that can put things in perspective, 

can see the end in sight, and is willing, no matter how long, to “wait it out” until that time comes.  It requires a 

tolerance for others who might need a little “extra help” with their walk with Christ.  And, it requires understanding.  

Understanding that need, the aid that can be given, the sacrifice that needs to be made, and the willingness to follow 

through knowing that sacrifice might be a difficult one to make.  But, no matter the reason for the contribution, 

whatever that contribution might be, contributing to God’s family brings joy to both the one(s) who receive it, as well 

as to the one who contributes. 

Finally, being a part of God’s family means advocating, being a spokesperson, for all that God says what the church 

provides the community, and what we as individuals can bring to those who haven’t yet accepted the Good News of 

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.  The more we advocate for God and His family, the more we feel free to 

continue to do so.  And, amazingly enough, advocating for God and His family brings us full-circle back to that 

incredible joy and comfort we are longing for when we first asked God to take us in as part of His family. 

“Now to Him who is able to do for more abundantly that all than we ask or think, according to the power at work 

within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

 - Mark Adams 
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We Are Family 

The Importance of Prayer 

“The American Church has so many resources available to it:  smart and well-educated leaders, 

great Christian education materials, leadership training opportunities, lots of money, and much 

more.  We in the Nigerian Church have much less of resources, so we have to depend more on 

God.  You spend hours on research and planning and minutes on prayer.  We spend minutes on 

planning and hours in prayer.  But God is blessing us greatly - our denomination is growing rapid-

ly.”  Thus spoke the leader of a Christian denomination in Nigeria, in his message to a group of 

American pastors. 

I have often thought back on that message.  In theory, we might all agree that prayer is of supreme importance.  But in 

practice, we may value all our human “resources” more highly.  Because of our abundance of resources, we may not 

feel a desperate need for God’s power which is tapped by prayer.  Jesus tells us (in John 15:5)  that apart from him, we 

can do nothing.  Then in verse 7 he makes a great promise:  “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you.”   

There you have it.  Apart from him and his power, we can do nothing that will make a difference for eternity.  But as 

the Apostle Paul puts it, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Phil. 4:13).  We can do great things by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, which is tapped by prayer.   

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can grow more loving in our daily lives.  By the Spirit’s power, we can do life-

changing ministry.  By the Spirit’s power, we can have victory in the spiritual warfare of daily life and ministry.  In many 

ways, we can even become the salt and light that changes our society and our world.  We can also be an effective wit-

ness that draws people to Christ and the Church.  All this and more, by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us as 

believers.  How do we tap this great power?  Ask and it will be given you (see Luke 11:9-13).  In other words, pray for it!  

God is happy to give it to us when we pray for it. 

But it becomes clear in this same passage that God wants to give us more than his power;  he wants to give us himself.  

Seeking and knocking open the door to fellowship with him.  That is another reason that prayer is so important for us.  

It is an important means for us to develop our relationship with God.  There is an ancient definition of prayer:  “keeping 

company with God.”  Prayer is an opportunity to share our joys and our hurts with God, and to give him access to our 

needs.  Sometimes our prayers can be laments, and that can be ok.  God included many Psalms of lament in his Word, 

so he must approve of them.  And there is something about pouring out our hearts to God  that bonds us to him.   

I want to mention one more reason prayer is so important in the life of a Christian:  it gives us the opportunity to pray 

down God’s blessings, help, and healing into the lives of people we love.   It’s called “intercession.” Sometimes people 

talk about this kind of prayer as if it is some kind of last resort.  We can’t figure out any way we can really help some-

one, so we say we will pray for them.  Actually, that may be the most powerful thing we can do for them.  God’s help is 

exactly what they need!   

Prayer is a great privilege given to us as believers.  It can lead to God’s power and peace and joy in our lives.  But we 

have to feel a desperate need for it, or we will not make it a priority.  Maybe that’s one of the things this coronavirus 

pandemic can help us with.  It can give us a sense of desperation that drives us to seek out the Lord in prayer.  If that’s 

what happens, our suffering will not have been wasted!   - Robert Vroon 
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We Are Family 

Spiritual Growth Takes Effort 

Tending to a summer garden is one of my great joys in life.  Every year I look forward 

to the wonderful tasting vegetables that come from my own backyard.  Grocery  store 

tomatoes cannot hold a candle to what can grow in your own section of soil, given 

some time and effort.  I can’t expect to throw some seeds in the dirt, never water, 

never fertilize, and harvest produce in a few months.  This year’s garden was all the 

sweeter as family members came alongside me to help dig the holes, plant the 

seedlings, and set up the irrigation.  Growth takes effort. 

Our spiritual lives are much the same way.  There is work and effort to be applied if 

we are going to grow in ways of God and how much sweeter the journey is when we 

have others to walk alongside us as we grow together.  One of my favorite Bible 

passages tells of the early church and the oneness they experienced as they shared 

life together as believers in Christ. 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and sign were being done through the apostles.  And all who 

believed were together and had all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings, and 

distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread 

in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the 

people.  And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” Acts 2::42-47 

In order to support one another in our spiritual growth, we have to engage with our church family and other believers 

in ways that create opportunities to really know each other.  This connectedness happens through things such as Life 

Groups, small group Bible studies, and serving in a ministry together.  It can even be in simple ways such as sharing a 

meal or coffee together, making a phone call, sending a text, or organizing a Zoom call.  In our current “together but 

apart” health orders, it is more important than ever to seek out ways to encourage and build one another up in the 

Lord and in life.  We have to be willing to be transparent and share our sorrows and struggles, as well as our joys with 

each other.  Pray and ask God to show you a brother or sister in  Christ that needs encouraging and pursue a way to 

connect with them. 

Spiritual growth takes effort and it is sweeter when we are sharing in it together. 

 Openness in sharing life and your spiritual journey 

 Not neglecting to gather together with other believers 

 Encouraging one another through words and actions 

- Laurel Kulik 
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Prayer 

A CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST CHALLENGE ISN’T UNANSWERED PRAYER.   

IT’S THIS. 

Prayer is one of the most beautiful, powerful and also frustrating 

disciplines any Christian will ever practice.  In one sense, prayer is a 

fairly straightforward concept.  It is simply asking God to do the 

things in our lives we can’t do.  Yet the act of praying can 

occasionally feel disheartening because sometimes it seems like God 

isn’t listening. However, one of the greatest challenges a Christian’s 

faith will ever face is not from a prayer going unanswered, but from 

a prayer being answered in an unmiraculous way. 

We’ve all heard the compelling stories of a miraculous check 

appearing in the mailbox for the exact amount needed to cover an astronomical medical bill.  We’ve been inspired by 

stories of cancerous lumps vanishing and dumbfounding doctors.  However, these stories are the exception, not the 

rule. 

For most of us, the outstanding medical expense was covered by a bonus you received at your job or a family member 

who wanted to help you pay it.  While helpful, you probably wouldn’t equate the experience with an undeniable answer 

to prayer, any more than you would associate a surgical removal of cancer with the miraculous healing you prayed for. 

God is working behind the scenes. 

The truth is, not every answer to prayer is a miracle.  Often, God uses simple, natural processes to answer us. 

Author C. S. Lewis addresses the struggles many Christians face with prayer in his book, The Screwtape Letters.  The 

fictional demon Screwtape teaches his apprentice Wormwood how to discourage people from believing in the power of 

prayer: 

“[Y]ou can worry [a Christian] with the haunting suspicion that the practice [of prayer] is absurd and can have no 

objective result. . .If the thing [a Christian] prays for doesn’t happen, then that is one more proof that petitionary 

prayers don’t work; if it does happen, [the Christian] will, of course, be able to see some of the physical causes which 

led up to it, and ‘therefore it would have happened anyway,’ and thus a granted prayer becomes just as good a proof as 

a denied one that prayers are ineffective.” 

Lewis nailed it.  Answered prayers are sometimes just as discouraging to many people as unanswered prayers because 

the answer doesn’t always come the way we want it to. 

We want an undeniable, explosive miracle that bolsters our faith.  However, often God loves to work behind the scenes. 

Continued Next Page 
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Prayer 

We love the big, crazy miracles in the Bible like Moses splitting the Red Sea with a stick or Jesus feeding 5,000 people 

with five loaves of bread.  But these stories are actually pretty rare.  Much more often, God is at work in the 

background, bringing His plans to pass. 

One of the best examples of God working behind the scenes is in the book of Esther.  The name of God is never even 

mentioned in the book of Esther.  Yet, His fingerprints are clearly seen throughout the story.  Scene after scene 

reveals, not miracles, but simple acts of obedience and frequent apparent “coincidences,” beginning with the fact that 

a young Jewish girl became queen overnight and eventually saved her people. 

Another powerful, unmiraculous example of God working in the background was when Joseph’s brothers sold him into 

slavery in Egypt.  After years of slavery followed by imprisonment, Joseph became the second most powerful person in 

the Egyptian empire.  Similarly, while David’s victory over Goliath may have seemed unlikely, it was partially the result 

of a skilled shepherd who knew how to use a slingshot, not just an unexplainable miracle. 

Yes, God still does miracles today.  However, He often does His best work behind the scenes, in mysterious ways.  You 

and I don’t need to bank our faith on how miraculous an answer to prayer is.  Our faith rests on the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  An answer to prayer — whether extraordinary or simple — can simply be received as a gift we 

can thank God for.  No matter how unexplainable or practical, He is the one behind the scenes bringing it to pass. 

https://www.lightworkers.com/ 

Let us pray for you too!  Please email your request using the church website (neihborhoodchurch.com).  Our Prayer 

Team is still actively praying for YOU! 

 - Lynn Selden 

https://www.lightworkers.com/
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Serving Our Church 

 

We are continuing our All-Church-Focus entitled “Exploring Joy in Difficult Times” a study in the Bible book of 

Philippians.  Both the Apostle Paul and the Philippian believers were struggling, and being that Paul had found joy in 

focusing on Jesus, he wanted to challenge others to do the same.  Paul knew, like Nehemiah did, that there is strength 

in joy. 

Nehemiah 8:10. . .for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 

This All-Church-Focus is a study where our entire church: kids, students, families, and adults all study the same Bible 

book.  This year we have made some fun new opportunities to get the most out of our study of this book.  One of these 

new elements is we are using a lot of videos to help you grow in your own time with the Lord.  You will be learning 

about SOAP to help in your daily Bible reading.  Also, we have established Neighborhood Bible University (NU or NBU) 

to give you short Bible teaching videos as we walk verse-by-verse through the Bible book of Philippians. They will be 

available through our website (neighborhoodchurch.com) and YouTube channel to be viewed as we walk through the 

book, or you can binge watch the whole series.  Sunday sermons will be inspirational times to learn more and be 

challenged to take on joy.  The key element of the All-Church-Focus is being connected to and involved in a Life Group.  

These smaller groups will be a great time to connect and learn together as we discuss what we are learning from our 

own time in the Bible, NBU, and from the sermons.  To sign up to be a part of a Life Group, check our website 

(neighborhoodchurch.com) or contact Pastor Kerry at Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com.  Also, through these groups 

we will be doing a service project encouraging us to bring some joy to our neighbors.  Oh, and there will be more! 

Our hope and prayer is that you would continue or join in on this All-Church-Focus, be part of a Life Group, and seek to 

learn much as we spend this concentrated time together. 

In all the ups and downs of this time of life, God wants to make a way and do something new in you.  Let’s discover the 

joy in it all together. 

 - Pastor Mike 
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Serving Our Church 

Philippians 

To say we are in difficult times is an understatement of the new millennium: COVID, racial tension, church closures, job 

losses, and upcoming election. . .it’s crazy!  How can we stay sane in this context, let alone joyful!?  Apparently we can.  

The Apostle Paul wrote a wonderful letter to the church in Philippi to help us navigate our current season - and Paul 

wrote it from prison!  He wrote about navigating difficult times in the midst of one of his difficult times. 
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms. 

 I Peter 4:10 

Serving Our Church 

2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Jim Passmore, Mark Ancheta 
Middle Row (left to right): Lance Peterson, Nick Stonoha, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, Steve Ellis, John Paris 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts 

and talents, our funds, our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the 

ministries of this church.  Cypress Church is a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship 

humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are 

focusing on better ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our 

Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our 

regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the 

opportunity to pray with and for them.  
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Serving Our Church 

2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 

 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 

 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  
 
 
 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives 

us richly all things to enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 

storing up for yourself a good foundation for the time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal 

life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our 

facilities and the financial soundness of our church. 

If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 

very words of God.  If anyone serves, they should do so 

with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 

may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

 I Peter 4:11 
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Meet Our New Worship Arts Intern 

You have seen her singing on stage or leading worship at the 

Sunday morning gatherings in Cypress, but you probably don’t 

know this about her: 

“Hello!  My name is Adelee Smith and I am the new Worship Arts 

Intern.  I recently graduated from Cypress High School and will be 

attending Biola University this fall with a Worship Arts Major.  I 

have been attending the Cypress Campus since I was in second 

grade.   

I am super excited for my future here at Neighborhood Church.  I am also looking forward to worshipping the Lord with 

my gifts and abilities alongside you!” 

Please join me in welcoming Adelee.  If you see her around campus, be sure to wave “hello”! 

 

Our Family 
A CIRCLE OF STRENGTH, 

FOUNDED ON FAITH. . .JOINED IN LOVE 

. . .KEPT BY GOD 

Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

In a Time of Loss, We Can Help 

If a loved one has passed, we are very sorry for your loss.  You 

may be wondering, where you can have a memorial service 

and celebrate the life of your loved one.  During this time of 

COVID and stay-at-home orders, many funeral homes are 

unavailable.  Neighborhood Church offers an outdoor option 

under the covered patio.  Please contact Jacque Kovacik, our 

Facilities Manager, for further details.  She can be reached at 

(714) 803-5293 or at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com.  Let 

us help you through these challenging times. 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 
 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty bottles and cans to 

our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

The money received from this project plus a very generous donor purchased new tables for our classrooms and gym 

activities.  The monies we will receive from future collections will be donated to our various ministries (missions, 

youth, children, etc.)  So join us! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

When you shop on-line with Amazon for back-to-school supplies, why not share the fun 

with Neighborhood Church? 

When you log on at:  smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the 

charity you would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to 

our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE!   

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 
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Serving Our Community 

Combating Loneliness - Stay Connected 

Much has been written lately about the importance of staying connected and the 

risks of losing touch with the world at large.  Loneliness has physical impacts, and 

heart health is just one thing that can be adversely affected by loneliness.  Our 

immune systems may also take a hit.  In order to stay well, we need to feel well 

mentally. 

Reach Out.  This is no time to sit alone with your thoughts.  Connections are the 

key to combating loneliness.  Pick up the phone, reach out via social media or 

email, or pull up a chair in your driveway.  Just a quick conversation with another person can get you out of your head.  

Talk about the weather or the latest silly TV show you enjoyed.  You may think you have nothing to say, but having a 

conversation of any kind can be a real day brightener. 

Rev Up Your Activity.  Exercise class may be off limits, but that’s no reason to lose the muscle tone and stamina you 

worked so hard to gain.  Pull out your yoga mat and do a downward dog in the den.  Walk or jog in place, tackle the 

stairs two  or three times, do squats and arm circles, or anything else that gets your heart rate up and close to breaking 

a sweat.  A little physical activity can pull you out of a slump and make you feel more alert and alive. 

Ditch Your Routine.  At the beginning of social distancing and stay-at-home orders, many people found that following a 

routine was the best way to cope.  But those routines may be getting stale and it’s time to try something new.  If you 

always phone a particular friend on Wednesday, move the call to Monday and see if they have a different story to tell 

right after the weekend.  If you always walk the same route in your neighborhood, take a different path for a change.  

You will likely encounter new people, different architecture, and things you have never noticed before right in your 

own backyard. 

Make A Difference.  Did you know you can volunteer online?  Doing something meaningful for someone else can inject 

a sense of purpose and connectedness into your days.  There are lots of ways to get involved online and use skills like 

translation, research, teaching, writing, editing, and more.  You may be able to volunteer virtually with a school, 

church, or nonprofit organization close to home.  Choose a cause or group that you would like to help, and chances are 

you will find a way to use your time and talent right away. 

Make a Plan.  It’s difficult to project what the “new normal” will look like for everyone, but don’t let that stop you from 

being hopeful and planning ahead.  Having something to look forward to is a great distraction and a good way to focus 

on the future, which can keep you from dwelling on sad or lonely thoughts and feel hopeful about what’s to come.  

Talk with a friend or with your family about what you would like to do or see when travel is a little less restricted. 

Feelings of loneliness are to be expected right now, but staying connected with family, friends, and neighbors is the 

most important thing you can do.  Lift your spirits (and theirs) by reaching out as often as you can. 
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Serving Our Community 

 

 

Cypress Food Distribution 

Stacy Berry, who attends Neighborhood Church, is a Cypress 

City Council member.  She participated in the Cypress Senior 

Center’s Luau themed Meals on Wheels in August.  Every 

Monday through Friday, between 11am and 12pm, the 

Recreational staff provides meals to senior citizens who are 

ages 60 and older. 

Stacy donated her time and attended this celebration.  She 

greeted seniors, provided colorful leis, and handed out 

surprise gifts under the luau theme. 

Thank you, Stacy, for loving on our community! 
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Serving in Missions 

Be a Good Samaritan 

My daughter, Briella, learned of a family whose house was burned down.  They have girls that are two and four years 

old.  Briella immediately asked if they were living in their car.  She demanded they come live with us if they were.  Then 

she ran upstairs and decided to give them her Fisher Price princess castle, a baby doll stroller, two baby dolls, and 

books.  We also went through every drawer and gave them any clothes that she doesn’t wear or no longer fits. 

I pray we all would be Good Samaritans and care for strangers that are hurting and give abundantly.  I know God will 

bless Briella for her sacrifice. 

 - Holly Melton, Cru 
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Serving in Missions 

2020 Seminary Graduates 

Below is the BBSI graduating class of 2020!  Sixty-six seminarians finished their Biblical Theology degree even during 

this time of crisis and restrictions!  They can now carry on to their internships and pastoral roles in the local churches. 

As you can see, about 25 are young ladies who will serve in local churches in ministries among women, children, youth, 

and various outreach ministries.  The men will serve as pastors, preachers, church planters, missionaries, ministry 

leaders in local church in Manila or in churches in the Philippine Islands. 

It’s been a rough few months for these young people as the lockdowns and restrictions have been very difficult.  We 

have been praying the Lord will use this time of crisis in the world to strengthen them as they launch out into the 

church ministries He has prepared for them. 

Though they didn't have the type of commencement ceremony we all expected, we can be confident that these young 

people will serve the Lord well in His church.  Thanks for praying! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentoring Pastors via Facebook 

The following are groups that I now use to mentor pastors through Facebook.  All of these Pastoral Facebook Groups 

have now increased to over 100 members!  These groups are known as: 

 Apologetic Aptitude - 136 members   Theology Lab - 135 members 

 Sufficiency of Scripture - 160 members   On Giants of Faith - 138 members 

 Expository Enrichment - 140 members   Pastor One-Anothers - 107 members 

The percentage of members of the groups who are Filipino are at 80% across all groups.  Some of those Filipino pastors 

are serving in other Asian countries, plus in Canada, the US, New Zealand, and Israel.  The rest of the members are 

other nationalities. 

Continued Next Page 
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Serving in Missions 

Please pray for the Lord to continue to use this in their lives.  Through daily to every other day posts, I seek to direct 

them and encourage them in fulfilling their calling of exalting Christ and service in His church. 

I am excited and rather surprised at the response and enthusiasm of these pastors.  Many have expressed their 

gratitude at being included in the groups.  As one of the members put it, “This is something we all need as many of us 

serve alone in our churches as full-time pastors.”  Thanks for praying! 

 

Old School Year Finished - Now Beginning a New! 

Kim and I were able to finish up our 2019-2020 school year by way of online teaching/mentoring.  Zoom meetings and 

email communications while in Virginia (for Kelly’s wedding), then in Wisconsin (visiting our kids), and then in California 

(while staying with a supporting pastor and his family). 

The Lord was good to give us good internet in each place.  Since we are 12-15 hours behind the Philippines, this meant 

some extremely late nights for us.  We are grateful that we could finish up this school year in spite of all the changes 

for everyone! 

Kim, of course, teaches math and it is a constant struggle to keep up with all the grading, preparation, and testing long 

distance.  However, she is very dedicated to her students, grades for accuracy, not just completion, and provides them 

with good feedback along the way.  This means lots of extra time devoted to teaching, prepping, and grading. 

During this hard time, many of her students were not allowed out of their homes or apartments for over 90 days!  Kim 

was able to encourage her students in this time of lockdown with devotionals in the Psalms.  The feedback from her 

students was positive as they responded to the devotionals and application to the life situation they were experiencing, 

and expressed how they are learning to trust God in it all. 

Now with all the continuing restrictions in the Philippines, schools are completely online and will begin August 24 and 

finish December 31.  Pray for us as we are still in California awaiting that moment when the Philippines opens up to 

short-term visa holders.  We will, of course, be teaching from here online beginning on the 24th.  I will teach my 

seminarians in Leviticus, Revelation, and World Missions.  Kim will continue to teach high school math (Pre-Calculus 

and Algebra 2) for Faith Academy.   

 

Returning to the Philippines 

Back in April we were directed by the American Embassy and our mission agency crisis task force to leave the 

Philippines.  What we didn’t know is that the COVID crisis would extend this long!  Because we have short-term visas, 

there is not yet a “green light” for our return.  We ask that you would pray that this would happen sooner rather than 

later, and that the Lord would give us direction.  We are diligently watching the news and in contact with missionaries 

who are still in Manila. 

 - Robert and Kim Clark, EquipAsia 
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Serving in Missions 

Why Should God Allow You Into Heaven? 

When I asked, “Why should God allow you into heaven?” James replied, “Because I try and live a life that is kind to others.”  

I said according to the Bible, that won’t allow you to enter heaven.  I wrote Romans 6:23 and illustrated the verse on a  piece of 

paper.  At the end of my explanation, I asked if he would like to accept Christ now.  James stated he wanted to ask Jesus into his 

heart!  I mentioned that the words were not the important factor.  It was the attitude of his heart.  James said he was ready.  I 

then led him in a prayer that he repeated out loud in the restaurant. 

We met the following Sunday, along with his fiancé.  At that meeting she recommitted her life to Jesus!  Please pray for them and 

me as we meet weekly to discuss their faith in Christ. 

 

Ministry in Pakistan and Bangladesh 

God, what do you want me to do to help leaders in Pakistan and Bangladesh?  As I kept asking our Lord this question, the answer 

was to do with them what you are doing in Cuba: encourage them, study together, and equip them in how to teach others via the 

internet. 

In August we had our first Zoom meeting,  It was an honor to be with these men with whom I have ministered in the past.  One 

participant is a pastor who oversees 27 churches.  His family is the only Christian household in his community.  He is surrounded by 

Muslims and Hindus.  One of the ways he ministers to his neighbors is by allowing them to draw fresh water from his well.  Please 

pray that we encourage and learn from each other. 

 

Ministry in Cuba 

I am still training church leaders in Cuba.  And it is going very well.  In August I asked one of the  leaders if she would train another 

pastor who desired to learn the Bible.  Before I could facilitate the two to get together, the first leader had already contacted the 

other person.  I love how the Cubans are willing to assist each other.  Please pray for God to show me what biblical concepts I 

should teach next to my Cuban friends that they can pass on to others. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and financial participation in this ministry.  God is using you for His glory.  Without your gifts, this 

ministry would not take place. 

 - Bruce Camp, DualReach 
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affirmations 
 AS WE MOVE INTO 

              DISTANCE LEARNING 

The best I can do is my best. 

It is okay to feel nervous about trying  
something new. 

I will give myself the same grace I give others. 

I may not be able to control this situation, 
but I have control over my attitude. 

This is only temporary. 

I can do difficult things. 

I don’t have to have it all figured out to move forward. 

I will make mistakes, and that is okay. 

God is always with me. 
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Teaching Our Children 

Shine! Life Groups! 

“Rejoice in the Lord always,  I will say it again: Rejoice!” 

This is Paul’s encouragement and my encouragement for you from Philippians 4:4.  It will also be the children’s 

memory verse for our All Church Focus that begins Sunday, August 23. 

I have some exciting news!  Shine! Life Groups will be launching on September 2 for kids in 4th-6th grades and will be 

held every Wednesday from 7pm-8pm.  We will gather in-person outside in the Cypress Campus backyard where we 

can maintain physical distance.  Volunteers and kids will be required to wear their face coverings and to sanitize their 

hands in-between activities.  You can sign your kids up for free on our church website (neighborhoodchurch.com) 

starting Sunday, August 23. 

Shine! Kidz will also be going through the letter of Philippians.  We will be using Phil Vischer’s Philippians video series 

“Where does joy come from?”.  You can find this video series in RightNow Media and you can subscribe through our 

church’s website for free! 

Our Shine! Kidz’ Planning Team is prayerfully walking through all of the details and also thinking through how we can 

best minister to our younger grades.  Look for more information coming your way! 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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Teaching Our Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are getting toys, games, and classrooms cleaned for when we can resume inside and in-person (hopefully sooner 

than later). 

In the meantime, we pray and prepare!  If you like to clean, sort, organize, and throw stuff out, give me a holler!  Your 

help is needed! 

Also, we want to paint the block wall in the Cypress campus backyard.  We want fun colors for our kids to enjoy!  We 

will be painting on Sunday, September 6.  So if you like to paint, let me know that too! 

Please contact me at Lorena@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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Discipling Our Students 
Ecclesiastes 11:1 Young people, it's wonderful to be young! Enjoy every minute of it! 

Late Nighter (7:00pm – 12:01am!) 

Traditionally, Student Ministries kicks off the new school year with our annual FALL-NIGHTER outreach with gym 

games, human scavenger hunts in the dark and tons of snacks and connection!  This Fall, however, we reimagined our           

Fall-Nighter and transmorphinated it into a special night of outdoor connection in the church parking lot for our 

students and their friends called our LATE-NIGHTER (7:00pm-12:01am)!  

We transformed the parking lot into physically distanced game spots for volleyball and a HUGE student favorite             

9 Square in the Air (just think 4 square with 9 squares in the air)!  Then every student grabbed a pool noodle for some 

of the most EPIC games you can play with pool noodles (physically distanced overhead balloon relays, smash and 

protect, javelin throw, noddle tower, and then all-out attack)!  Then around 10:00pm students got to have some movie 

snacks and had a giant movie watch party together on three screens!  

81 students attended this Friday Late-Nighter with 31 of them being first time students to our youth group!  It was truly 

a night of joy as students were given an environment to depressurize from the first couple weeks of school and just 

connect together in the great outdoors!  Our prayer is that these 31 students will be that much more closer to God 

because they spent five hours outside of a church playing their hearts out in fun and innovative ways in the Fall of 

2020.  

 - Pastor Jon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th -12th Grade Small Groups @ Sunset · Tuesday Nights from 7:00-8:15pm · Cypress Campus Church Parking Lot 

Please follow us on Social Media for the most up-to-date Student information! 

Facebook@Neighborhood Church Student Ministries  

Instagram@neighbhorhoodchurch_students   

9 Square in the Air Masked Smiles 
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Discipling Our Students 

Attack Warriors 

Noodle Tower Overhead Balloon Relay 

Iglesia Biblica Comunidad de Cypress Students (Spanish) Masked Smiles 

Masked Smiles 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

I love my Life Group community!  We have been discussing diversity and power using the 

ADDRESSING model this summer.  It’s been enlightening (and sometimes tense!) to hear  

people’s perspectives and learn how to talk well about difficult topics. 

If you are interested in joining the young adults Life Group, please contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com or Pastor Victor at Victor@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 - Anna Huang 
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Sharing Our Lives 

On Saturday, August 22, the Young Adult Life Group threw Cristal Carrillo a 

delightful outdoor bridal shower to celebrate her upcoming marriage to 

Matthew Lacombe.  This is a difficult time for weddings and the couple has 

had to downsize their wedding celebration and change plans several times.   

We wanted Cristal to feel special and loved even though things are not 

exactly as she planned.  We had lots of delicious food made by members of 

her Life Group, we played Bridal Emoji Pictionary and a hilarious game of 

Bridal Mad Libs.  In addition to her friends from her Life Group, her mom, 

sister, and all of her bridesmaids were able to attend.  Appropriate for COVID 

times, we handed out beautiful floral facemasks and small bottles of hand 

sanitizer which had a label that said “spread love not germs.”   

Near the end of the shower her husband-to-be made an appearance and we 

were able to take lots of fun pictures!  

Despite the heat and humidity, a good time was had by all and we 

accomplished our goal of honoring the upcoming marriage of Cristal and 

Matthew.         

 - Anna Huang and Janis Lacombe  

September 19 
2020 
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Sharing Our Lives 

“It is amazing to see yourself and others that you love 

growing in their walk with Jesus!” 

 

“I love the genuine love that I feel in my Life Group 

and the freedom to be authentic.” 

“Life Groups are much needed.  They bring us closer 

to Christ Jesus, and expand the study of the Word 

and the influence we have as we experience the 

goodness of our Lord Christ Jesus!” 
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Sharing Our Lives 

“Our group is like an extended family that we see 

every week that loves God, and God shares His 

blessings with each of us.  If we have had a rough 

week, we pray for each other. . .if a good week, 

praises are shared. . .we can voice our opinions and 

not be out of order or cut down.” 

“I have grown much deeper in my 

relationship and trust in God by 

witnessing His work in other people’s 

lives.” 

 

“I really like the people in the Life 

Group.  We connect on a deeper level.  

I also like the history we intertwine 

into the lessons to get a better picture 

of what it was like in Jesus’ time.  It 

helps us understand how the people 

were back then.  Also, it helps us 

understand who Jesus is and how he 

used people for his purpose.  Praying 

for each other helps us to connect on 

a deeper level.” 

 

“I enjoy being able to explore 

different topics in depth with different 

perspectives.” 

 

“It’s a diverse age group filled with 

lovely people who helped me see the 

Lord’s goodness.  They are all 

extremely encouraging and supportive 

of each person’s current life phase.” 

 

“I achieved both of my goals:  friends 

with Christians and learning more 

about God and the Bible. . .” 

Join a Life Group  

neighborhoodchurch.com/join-a-lg 

has groups, information, resources, 

and more! 

These quotes are from those attending our Spring Life Groups. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach 

Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women 

of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

 

LADIES!  We had so much fun last month at Dot 

Slagle’s that we are going to do it again this month.  

Please join us on Tuesday, September 1 at 10:00am 

for coffee and conversation.  Please use the back gate 

by the garage. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship - We will be starting a new bible 

study in the fall.  Watch for announcements and join us then! 

Leader:   Nancy Howard (714) 522-0489 

Location:  Room 2 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00am 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Mary Sue Komulaine’s on September 26 at 11:30am for a Sing-A-Long with Claudia (Mary 

Sue’s best friend).  A light lunch will be served so bring $5.00. If you would like information 

on this fun-filled afternoon, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838, claytondot2@verizon.net 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Heidi Cordova, Helen 

Passmore, Linda Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to 

serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Moms in Prayer -  “Mom, will you pray for me?” 

We are women who pray together on a regular basis for children and schools.  We pray for our 

children, teachers, staff, and schools; provide hope and strength to moms who carry heavy 

burdens for their children; and pray that our schools will be directed by biblical values and high 

moral standards. 

We are taking a break for the summer, but we will be meeting again in the fall.  Watch for 

details! 

Leader:   Lynn Selden, Facilitator, mip@cypresschurch.net 

Location:  Prayer Room 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits—Are you wanting to 

be more certain you are hearing from 

God Himself?  Discerning the Voice 

of God by Priscilla Shirer is our 

ongoing study.  We are learning to 

recognize the Holy Spirit’s language 

and character to deepen our 

relationship with God using a 

workbook and several video sessions.  

Women are invited to join us any 

Sunday morning in strengthening 

their walk with God through study, fellowship, and prayer.  We also welcome visiting 

missionaries to hear updates and prayer requests. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  
Day/Time:       Sundays at 9:00am 
Where:  Room 4 
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Sharing Our Lives 

A TIME TO RECONNECT! 

A Bloom Zoom Event 

 

We miss being together as a church and as women who love to talk with each other!  So. . . 

You, and all the ladies of Neighborhood Church and beyond, are invited to attend an inspiring Bloom Zoom time 

together titled:  A Time to Reconnect! 

 

WHAT:  This unique-style of gathering is a way for all of us to 

reconnect with one another (or for the first time!) as we gather 

together to worship, listen to some truths from Philippians, share 

some happenings in our lives with one another, laugh, pray, and 

connect.  We are so excited to be “with” you again! 

 

WHEN:  Friday, September 11 from 7pm - 9pm 
 

WHERE:  In the comfort of your own home, via Zoom 

 

Cost:  FREE! 

 

RSVP:  Please RSVP to Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com by Friday, September 4.  You will be sent the Zoom 

link via email!  If you have anything we, as the Bloom team, can be praying for, please email that to me as well, 

whenever you’d like. 

 

 

Ladies - In keeping up with 2020, we, too, have reconfigured an event1 we are keeping the essence of a retreat of gath-

ering together to share Jesus and our lives with one another, yet switching out (and in) some of the details.  Instead of 

“A Passionate Woman” retreat, we are hosting “A Time to Reconnect.”  Please read below for the updated info and 

join us! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Lord, I Hate Buttermilk 

A while back I read a story of a visiting pastor who attended a men’s breakfast in the middle of a rural farming area of 

the country.  The group had asked an older farmer, decked out in bib overalls, to say grace for the morning breakfast. 

“Lord, I hate buttermilk,” the farmer began.  The visiting pastor opened one eye to glance at the farmer and wonder 

where this was going.  The farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard.”  Now the pastor was growing concerned.  

Without missing a beat, the farmer continued, “And Lord, you know I don’t much care for raw white flour.”  The pastor 

once again opened an eye to glance around the room and saw that he wasn’t the only one to feel uncomfortable. 

Then the farmer added, “But Lord, when you mix them all together and bake them, I do love warm fresh biscuits.  So 

Lord, when things come up that we don’t like, when life gets hard, when we don’t understand what you’re saying to us, 

help us to just relax and wait until you are done mixing.  It will probably be even better than biscuits.  Amen.” 

Within that prayer there is great wisdom for all when it comes to complicated situations like what we are experiencing 

in the world today. 

Stay strong because our Lord is mixing several things that we don’t care for, but something even better is going to 

come when He is done with it. 

 

Here is a buttermilk recipe to try. . . 

MOM’S BUTTERMILK BISCUITS - Makes 10 
(Taste of Home Recipe) 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 cup shortening 

3/4 cup buttermilk 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 

In a bowl, combine the dry ingredients. 

Cut in shortening until mixture is crumbly. 

Stir in buttermilk. 

Knead dough gently. 

Roll out to 1/2” thickness.  Cut with 2-1/2” biscuit cutter. Place on lightly greased baking sheet. 

Bake 10-12 minutes until golden. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

This pandemic has brought new challenges for us as men, hasn’t it?  We are working differently, 

challenged by changes with our children, facing financial pressures, health concerns, and more. 

Our marriages often get stressed, harmed, or neglected.  How can we find joy with our wives in 

the middle of difficult times? 

We hope our new webinar can help.  It’s men like us sharing what we have learned about how to 

have a thriving marriage. 

Check out our conversation at www.neighborhoodchurch.com/marriage or find it on our 

church YouTube channel. 

Let’s build thriving marriages together that give God glory and help our world! 

 - Pastor Kerry 

Men’s Ministries 

Panel Participants 

Top Row:  Pastor Kerry Kaufman (Pastor and Facilitator), David Honey (Long Beach Fire 
Department), and Mark Ancheta (Skill Craft Body Shop) 

Bottom Row: Nick Stonoha (Southwest Airlines), Pastor Ron Jackson (Pastor and Therapist), 
and Pastor Manuel Gonzalez (Iglesia Biblica Comunidad) 



39 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) -  Please join us in September 14 when 

we will start “Beginnings: A Study of Genesis.”  We will discover how Abraham’s 

blessing applies today.  Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to 

study the Bible, learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live 

for something larger than themselves.   

We are starting the year on Zoom.  You will be notified when (if) we transition back 

to “normal” in-person meetings.    

 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Zoom Meeting     Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 
Christian Cycling 

 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three 

groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

 

Our Annual Century Ride is coming up on September 19.  We will be riding 100 miles 

from Long Beach to San Diego.  If you would like to join us or have any questions, please 

contact Brent Theodore at (562) 533-6095. 
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The Counseling Ministries of Neighborhood Church are designed for anyone who needs to 

talk or pray about a situation that seems too overwhelming to deal with on your own.  All 

counseling sessions are confidential. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer to have their 

personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their local church.  Our church provides 

the opportunity for professional and confidential pre-marital, marital, and individual 

counseling services on campus.  There is a fee for these services. The first session fee is 

reduced for members and regular attendees of Neighborhood Church and its branch 

churches.  Outside referrals are given when appropriate. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, LMFT #46561, ron@cypresschurch.net  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Monday - Thursday, 10:00am - 8:00pm (please call for an appointment) 

Location:        Counseling Rooms 

 

Helping the Hurting 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

September 3 The Journey of Grief - Part 2 

September 10 Grief and Your Relationships 

September 17 Why? 

September 24 Guilt and Anger 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

Thursday Mornings - We are on break! 

10:45am-12:15pm  

Room 1 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a one-on-one 

support ministry to help those going through or have gone through cancer along 

with their caregivers. We do not want anyone to go through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/

or pray for you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       
  

We Will be Meeting in-Person Soon!  Watch for Details! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-
ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 
relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 
 
What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 
habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  
Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   
 
In keeping with social distancing orders by the State of California, Celebrate Recovery is not meeting in person for 
the foreseeable future.  However, we are having Zoom meetings of men’s open share group and women’s open 
share group.  If you are interested in joining one of these, contact Bob Vroon, whose email address is 
bob.vroon@verizon.net. 
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Helping the Hurting 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big 

Book and 12 & 12 (12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of 

experience, strength, and hope in sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking 

is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. (This is a semi-closed meeting. 

You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick M. (714) 826-9562 

Day/Time: Tuesdays at 6:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of 

individuals addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to 

learn how to go on with life when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or 

substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time: Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

 

 

 

 

Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Must call prior to attending these groups! 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 
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We are excited to be expanding our Neighborhood!  Neighborhood Church is one church with multiple branches - 

whether it’s a group like our Khmer congregation, or a different campus like Los Alamitos.  We have a new addition to 

the family: 

Branching Out 

       
       

  

 Una iglesia con un corazón para Dios 
  y para toda la gente  

● ● ● 

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por 

favor lla menos. Nos dara  un 

enorme gusto atenderlos; 

Pastor,  
Manuel F. González 

 (714)523-0112 Oficina 
 

● ● ● 
 

 

!Pronto estará en 
la comunidad 
de Cypress! 

Venga y sea 
parte de 

nuestra familia. 
 

Somos una iglesia bíblica, 
dinámica enfocada en la Palabra 

de Dios y la edificación de los 
creyentes. 

Mantenemos una adoración 
contemporánea y bíblica que 
fomenta la sana y ordenada 

adoración a Dios.  

Nuestra iglesia existe:             
"Amar a Dios,  

Amar al Prójimo 
y Hacer Discípulos" 

 
Por ahora nos puede visitar en línea a 

través de la aplicación ZOOM 

 
 Click  

https:us04web.zoom,usa/j/5309446403  
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Branching Out 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

God’s Grace 

When I was a boy in the 60’s, I used to feel the earth trembling underneath my feet, and watched the tin roof of our 

house rattling, followed by the sounds of loud explosions day and night.  I learned that the unseen terrors were from 

the bombs the American B-52’s dropped on the Vietcong fighters in the eastern part of my country, Cambodia.  The 

United States estimated that our leader, Prince Norodom Sihanouk had permitted at least 60,000 Vietcong fighters to 

use Cambodia as a springboard to attack the American forces in South Vietnam. 

After many failed attempts to persuade Prince Norodom Sihanouk to stop supporting the Vietcong, the CIA 

successfully removed him from power in March of 1970 and installed Marshal Lon Nol, a pro-American General to lead 

the fight against the Vietcong, thus dragging my tiny country of Cambodia into the Vietnam conflicts. 

Right after Sihanouk was toppled, the new Cambodian government began to recruit any Khmer people to help evict 

the Vietcong fighters from our land.  Thousands and thousands of Cambodians answered the call to bear arms.  With 

minimal training and with weapons from WWII, they went to attack the 60,000 battle-hardened Vietcong fighters.  The 

results were a disaster for our new Khmer Republic soldiers.  Every week, I watched the bodies of our fighters who 

were killed on the battlefields be brought back home to the capital city of Phnom Penh. 

By 1971, we had lost so many men and the Vietcong fighters 

appeared to be getting closer and closer to the capital city of Phnom 

Penh.  Just before my 15th birthday I could not stand and watch 

anymore, so I ran away from home and joined the Cambodian army 

to help fight the enemy.  I was surprised to see so many other young 

Cambodian boys there and many of them were even younger than 

me.  The world called us “boy soldiers,” but we liked to think we 

were the young Khmer patriots who did not want to lose our country 

to the Vietcong. 

The new battalion that I was in was sent to South Vietnam to be trained by the American 5th Special Forces Group and 

to be equipped with better weapons to right the VC’s.  During our training in South Vietnam, we went and helped look 

for American POW/MIAs.  We had gotten into firefights with the Vietcong and had lost a dozen men there during  our 

encounters with Charlies. 

Upon arriving back in Cambodia from our training, we were no longer just fighting Vietcong, but also were fighting the 

notorious communist Khmer Rouge who were supported by the North Vietnamese army and Communist China.  These 

were our fellow Cambodians whose regime was highly autocratic, totalitarian, xenophobic, paranoid, and repressive 

and who wanted to create an agrarian socialist, a society that would evolve into a communist society. 

 

Continued Next Page 
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Branching Out 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

I joined the Khmer Army in 1971 as a 14-year-old boy, but after my bootcamp in Vietnam, I came back home as a 

mean and lean fighting machine.  With my new shiny M-16 and a few hand grenades on me, no one looked at me as a 

boy soldier anymore, but a respectable fighting soldier of the Khmer Republic. 

In my four years of fighting, I have been on many battlefields, gotten into many firefights, and have almost been killed 

many times.  But even before I knew God, He was there.  He protected me and kept me safe from the enemy’s bul-

lets, from starvation for having no food to eat, and from death in the Khmer Rouge’s “killing fields.” 

 - RV Mean 
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Branching Out 

Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

Saturday Evening Outdoor Gatherings 

The ups and downs of the coronavirus season has been challenging for all of us.  

To help stay connected, the Los Alamitos campus has begun meeting in the 

church parking lot for the month of August.  It’s been a wonderful time of 

connecting and doing the worship gatherings “live” at sunset.  Suzanne 

McElderry has led worship wonderfully, Christine Theodore has done her 

children’s lessons via video as she’s been on vacation, and there have been a 

variety of preachers. 

The Los Alamitos campus looks to do these until in-person meetings resume 

inside the worship center or until it gets too cold.  The gathering is currently at 

6:30pm, but that may change as it gets dark earlier.   

Email Pastor Justin (Justin@neighborhoodchurch.com) for service time if you are interested in stopping by. 
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Branching Out 

Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

Welcome to the Neighborhood! 

Neighborhood Church Los Al (NCLA) rejoices with the McElderry 

Family as they have purchased and moved into a house of their own 

in West Garden Grove.  To talk to each member of the family is to 

learn they have each found a special place of their own on the 

property confirming God’s leading to this house at this time.  

Suzanne has shared that this purchase is one of many silver linings 

to the COVID crisis as she had time to handle the paperwork 

required to purchase a house and to research the possibilities for 

their family.   

Members of NCLA have joyously come alongside to help with the 

move in many ways.  Specific offers of help were written on index 

cards, attached to a cute metal frame with mini clothespins and 

given to the family so they could match tasks to people as needed.  

From gardening to packing and organizing, painting and planting, 

many hands have been part of the work of moving into this new 

home.  Very generous cash donations were also collected to bless 

the family and placed on a money tree, really a decorative garden 

fence since a lemon tree was already growing on the property, 

giving the family wider options for its use than a specific gift card.  

Close family friends who flip houses for fun have also come 

alongside the McElderrys as they cleaned and painted the house 

prior to moving in.   

We know they will be a blessing to their new neighborhood! 

 - Christine Theodore 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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Main Office:  6143 Ball Road, Cypress, CA 90630  (714) 952-3001  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 

LEADERSHIP 
CONTACT US 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection and 
Discipleship  
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001  
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

 

 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 

All emails are 

@neighborhoodchurch.com 

unless otherwise stated 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:15am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

 

All Church Focus in Philippians 

Life Groups—Fall Session 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Shine! Life Groups Begin 

Men’s BSF Starts 

Bloom Zoom Event 

Christian Cycling’s Century Ride 

Next Steppers Adventure 


