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Oh, that telltale scent has arrived!  

It must be October, because I smell pumpkin spice! 

 

Actually, there have been wafts of pumpkin spice starting in mid-September.  But it’s now everywhere.  I walked into our 

local grocery story and there was a whole section dedicated to pumpkin spice: pumpkin pancake and waffle mix, 

pumpkin spice short bread cookies, fritters and doughnuts, pumpkin spice Oreos, pumpkin spice granola, pumpkin spice 

tortilla chips, pumpkin spice-flavored cream cheese, pumpkin spice-flavored almonds, pumpkin spice peanut butter, and 

pumpkin spice Kit Kat chocolates. There were also pumpkin laced  potato chips, pop-tarts, coffee, muffins, Nestle 

baking chips, marshmallows, cereal, hot chocolate, Hershey’s Kisses, and of course pumpkin spice room sprays, 

candles, and air fresheners.  I even saw pumpkin spice hand lotion, shampoo, and deodorant!?!  Could that be a little 

obsessive? 

Now for our family, our favorite October pumpkin flavored item is my wife, Kristi’s amazing and oh-so-incredible 

chocolate chip pumpkin cookies.  I’m eating one right now!  They are so good!  (Please find Kristi’s recipe on the back 

cover.) 

More than pumpkin spice, October is a month when we look forward to the upcoming 

holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas, and other fun family times in October, and 

through the end of the year.  These are precious and wonderful moments to make 

memories and enjoy adventures as a family.  Not just our immediate or extended family, 

but with God’s family and this local expression of God’s family, the church.  Being we 

have had to pause many of our in-person gatherings, we now are beginning to resume 

many of them and it is wonderful.  Yes, we are being safe, but it is such a blessing to 

share moments in real time and in the same physical space. 

We would love for you to be part of this fun church family.  That’s why we create this monthly magazine.  We desire to 

help you in your plans for spiritual growth, your interactions with God, and your connection to His family, the church.  

We really want to help you thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.  

Our prayer and hope is you would read through this magazine and make some plans to get involved in what is going on 

around here, connect with others, but mostly connect with God.   

Enjoying some pumpkin spice along with you this October, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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WHAT’S ONE THING  

Holding my first grandchild for the very 
first time. 
 - Brent Theodore 

A beautiful, quiet morning. 
 - Ginny De Bois 

My grandchildren’s antics. 
 - Ellen Kabelitz 

I find great joy in sitting in my favorite 
chair on my balcony and looking at the tall 
palm trees and their fronds gently sway-
ing. 

I find joy in camping with our three kids, 
their spouses, and our six grandchildren. 
 - Debbie Alves 

So joyful to see all my family together. 
 - Irineo Guzman 

I enjoy watching sport any time. 
 - Javier Avila 

Watering my flowers and sweeping my 
sidewalk. 
 - Margatira Alvarado “Adelita” 

What makes me so happy is playing 
sports. 
 - Matthew Sanchez 

Having breakfast with my family and 
thanking God while I go to work. 
 - Jesus Garcia 

I enjoy attending the college group. 
 - Destiny Sanchez 

I enjoy flying a C172 and seeing God’s 
creation from above. 
 - Erick Ramos 

Getting to be home with my girls while 
they are still in school. 
 - Yvonne Page 

Hearing my spouse, children and friends’ 
laughter. 
 - Kristin Santos 

I don’t know why, but I love moving to the 
rhythm of the beat.  To be honest, I’m a 
little embarrassed by it.  But, I just can’t 
help it.  There is just something inside of 
me that becomes pure bliss when I’m 
busting a groove to my favorite music.  I 
just love being able to express myself this 
way.  Sometimes I think I can feel the joy   
of the Holy Spirit in my body while I’m 
dancing. 
 - Susan Rapske 
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THAT BRINGS YOU JOY? 

That first cup of hot chocolate in the 
morning when I’m camping. 
 - Marlys Asman 

I’m celebrating the beginnings of my 
persimmon tree harvest.  Nothing quite 
like a yummy squishy persimmon! 
 - George Adams 

Wilderness!!  Backpacking and sitting at a 
lake. 
 - Char Krause 

These days it’s learning new things I never 
thought I could do: baking homemade 
bread from my own sourdough starter and 
playing the ukulele.  In both cases, I was 
inspired by my daughters. . .which is 
another joy-learning from my adult 
children. 
 - Rose Rosenthal 

I find joy in working out / lifting. 
 - Alexander Edmonds 

Grandkids, now that the kids are adults. 
 - Sue Frank 

Woodworking is my hobby so when I 
complete a project that turns out good, I 
find joy. 
 - Tom Frank 

My grandchildren bring me joy, especially 
when they are excited to pray or ask 
questions about God.  (The 6-year-old and 
8-year-old both have parents that are non-
believers.) 
 - Gary and Jean Redfearn 

Watching the perfect creation that God 
has made. 
 - Catalina Gonzalez 

Joy is spending time with my brothers in 
Christ at church. 
 - Pablo Romero 

I enjoy having breakfast with my family 
and cooking carne asada for other peo-
ple. 
 - Alejandro Ramos 

I enjoy the coffee being prepared by my 
husband as I go to work. 
 - Mayra Lopez 

I enjoy drawing, painting, miniature 
making and learning art skills. 
 - Abigail Jacobo 
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 CHOOSE JOY 

The Benefits of Joy 

“But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith” Galatians 5:22 

Why should Christians be such a happy people?  Why, it is good in all ways.   

 It is good for our God; it gives Him honor among the sons of men when we are glad.   

 It is good for us; it makes us strong.  “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

 It is good for the ungodly; for when they see Christians glad, they long to be believers themselves. 

 It is good for our fellow Christians; it comforts them and tends to cheer them.  Whereas if we look gloomy we shall 

spread the disease, and others will be wretched and gloomy too. 

For these reasons, and for many more that can be given, it is a good and pleasant  thing that a believer should delight 

himself in God. 

 - C. H Spurgeon 

 

 

 

Choose Joy 

What are the benefits of joy?  I believe the greatest benefit of joy is that it can be contagious.  Humans are connected 

not only in a physical realm but spiritually as well.  Often times when I meet someone for the first time, I either say he 

has a positive or negative vibe.  Seldom do I encounter someone with a neutral vibe.  What’s very interesting is that my 

conversation and tone will vary depending on what vibe I am getting from them.  I can confidently say that the most 

pleasant conversations are with those who emanate joy. 

I would say the greatest challenge to living a daily, joyous life is making the conscious choice to be joyful.  We live in a 

world that makes it easy to become bitter or angry, yet God calls us to rejoice in the Lord always.  Thankfully, He gives us 

plenty of examples of believers who chose to be joyful in circumstances that we can hardly fathom, giving us hope for 

our own lives.  We need to choose joy in our daily living.  We know it’s contagious and it can change the day or the life of 

the people we encounter. 

 - Abraham Gomez 
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CHOOSE JOY 

 How Can Joy Grow In My Heart When Life is so Hard? 

In the dictionary joy is defined as “a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.”  How is that 

even possible and sustainable when life becomes hard, sometimes very hard? 

God has a different definition of joy that runs deeper.  He offers and give us joy (and 

peace) that is long-lasting no matter what we are going through.  So much so that joy can 

even grow during the hard times.  As we lean on Him, we get closer to God.  His joy grows 

in us and our joy is made “full.” 

Let’s talk about now, for instance.  Everyone is dealing with a worldwide pandemic.  

There are fires everywhere.  There are health issues that may have been put aside.  There are job losses and/or money 

issues including losses of many small businesses.  There is loneliness.  And If you are blessed enough to have a job, 

there are adjustments with Zoom calls and team meetings.  How can we find joy in all of that?  Here is my recent story 

(which is nothing compared to what many others are going through) and my thoughts on finding joy at this time. 

After waiting because of COVID, in June, I started up my health routines.  I went to my normal mammogram visit and 

got blood work done.  After the mammogram, they called me back for more testing.  After the ultrasound and while I 

was still there, the radiologist said, “We aren’t sure about this spot - we’ll have to do a biopsy.”  I didn’t want to have 

to come back so I asked “Can you do it now?”  “Yes” and they did.  I went home thinking that when the results came in, 

everything would be fine.   

A couple of days later, the blood results were “you have an autoimmune disease” (what?) and “we have sent you a 

referral to a specialist.”  While looking for that referral on portal, I found two more referrals (an Oncologist and a 

surgeon for “invasive ductal carcinoma”).  I was strangely calm as this sunk in.  Within five minutes, the doctor did call 

me and said, “You have cancer in addition to the autoimmune disease.”  “I know,” I said.  “I saw all the referrals.”  She 

apologized.  I found it humorous.  That was the start of this strange journey I’ve been on which has included eight new 

doctors, numerous tests,  and a double mastectomy. 

I am truly grateful that they caught the cancer at really the perfect time and it wasn’t worse; that because it was during 

the pandemic and I was able to work from home; that it was only in one lymph node; that I won’t need chemotherapy; 

that the technology has improved so much; and that I know without a doubt that my friends and family love me 

because of the outpouring of love I have received.  There is a deeper sustained joy growing  inside of me that only 

could have happened in these circumstances.  I know without a doubt that God is in charge.  There is a timing issue 

that makes that very clear.  There are no coincidences with God at the helm. 

Joy in the midst of a pandemic and cancer?  Joy is available to all of us if we choose Him.  True joy includes a “peace 

that surpasses all understanding.”  I believe that peace is the calming force of “sustained joy” that only God can give.  

Praise His Holy Name. 

 - Kerry Couch 
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 CHOOSE JOY 

How Knowing The Bible Gives You Confidence And Joy 

 
What crazy times we are experiencing as a nation.  We can be easily tempted to fear.  

Fear not, the Lord says.  We can be confident that God is still in charge, even when we 

don’t understand what He is doing.  It is only for us to watch, pray, trust, and obey. 

Knowing God’s word and trusting that He is in control ought to give peace and kindle His 

joy in spite of the circumstances.  Let’s look at the scriptures: 

John 10:27 – 30: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I 

give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of 

My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 

Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.” 

Romans 8:38-39: “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Nothing is able to snatch or do anything outside the permissive will of The Lord God Almighty.  Evil can only act within 

God’s permissive limits.  Even Satan needed God’s approval before afflicting Job (Job 1 and 2).  Who is like the Lord our 

God, compassionate and full of mercy.  No one is comparable to Him. 

These verses also remind us of God’s love and “if God is for us, who can be against us?  He who didn’t spare His own 

Son. . .will He not. . .freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:31-32).  We can have confidence in Lord even when we do not 

understand why.  God has a plan and we must trust that He is working. 

God also invites us to bring our worries, anxieties, and fears to Him in prayer – with a wonderful promise.  “Don’t worry 

about anything; instead, pray about everything.  Tell God what you need and thank him for all He has done.  Then you 

will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.  His peace will guard your hearts and minds 

as you live in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:6-7).  As we pray, trusting God’s control, we can have an amazing, 

incomprehensible peace.  This peace can come even when circumstances are unchanged.  It is God’s miraculous peace. 

Perhaps the fears are for personal circumstances.  The Lord wants us to cast those cares upon Him too, (see Matthew 

6:25-34).  Likewise, there is a promise of peace as we trust in His word.  So don’t worry (fear), trust God’s word and 

watch His peace and joy fill your heart. 

 - Jeff Harabedian 

 
 
 

Continued Next Page 
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CHOOSE JOY 

Little flowers (Matthew 6: 28-34),  
“The Heritage Singers”, YouTube 

 

Little flowers never worry 
When the wind begins to blow. 
And they never, never cry 
When the rain begins to fall. 
 
Though, it's wet and oh so cold, 
Soon the sun will shine again. 
And they'll smile unto the world, 
For their beauty to behold. 
 
So, let it rain, let it rain, let it pour, 
Let trouble keep knocking at my door, 
If we'll learn the right from wrong, 
It will help to make us strong. 
 
So when the clouds begin to gather 
And that old wind begins to blow, 
Little flowers don't complain, 
Though they're tussled to and fro. 
 
Well I guess I learned the secret, 
that only little flowers know 
If it never, never rains, 
Then we'll never, never grow. 
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Prayer 

The Real Problem of Prayer 

 

I remember a blessed season of my life in which I sat under deeply, doggedly God-centered preaching.  And I learned a surprising 

lesson: often, the sermons didn’t specifically address practical topics — such as marriage, singleness, career, tithing, relationships, 

or time management — and yet they did.  By getting to the very center of all things, the preaching touched everything.  By being 

“impractical,” it became eminently practical. 

I think that’s often the way it is with the Bible. Ephesians 2:11–22 is not specifically about prayer, and yet it has everything to do 

with prayer.  That’s because it’s about our relationship with God, and our prayer lives are a big piece of that relationship.  This 

passage can transform our experience of prayer by giving us important insight into the real problem of prayer, the only hope for 

prayer, and the true pattern of prayer. 

Real Problem of Prayer 

What comes to mind when you think about prayer?  Perhaps you remember peaceful moments of communing with God, or times 

when you pleaded with God to fulfill a deep desire, or agonizing seasons when you cried out to him in fear or frustration.  Maybe 

you recall sweet times of gathered prayer with God’s people. 

When some of us think of prayer, we mainly feel defeated.  We think of the problems we encounter: a distracted mind, a weak 

will, a cold heart, a conscience plagued by shame.  Why is it that when we’re praying that ticking clock or buzzing insect suddenly 

becomes so distracting?  Why do we find it so difficult to pray? 

We face a lot of problems in prayer.  But Ephesians 2 identifies the real problem, and it’s much more serious than any of those just 

mentioned. 

Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made 

in the flesh by hands — remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 

and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. (Ephesians 2:11–12) 

In these verses, the apostle Paul reminds Gentile believers that before they became Christians they had a horizontal problem (they 

were separated from God’s people) and a vertical problem (they were separated from God himself).  Prior to this passage, Paul 

says that people apart from Christ aren’t just separated from God; they’re his enemies, dead in sins, under his righteous wrath 

(Ephesians 2:1–3). 

 

“We have double help in our prayers. Both God the Son and God the Spirit speak to 

God the Father on our behalf.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.11%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.11%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.1%E2%80%933
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Prayer 

So, the real problem of prayer is not how difficult it can be to pray once we gain access to God.  It’s our lack of access to God in the 

first place.  The real problem of prayer is not a subjective problem (having to do with our own emotions and feelings), but rather 

an objective problem (having to do with our relationship with God).  If there’s a friend from whom you’ve become deeply 

alienated, your main problem is not the nuances of how to speak to her — rather, it’s her refusal to hear you at all.  What you 

need is access.  You need her favor instead of her anger.  You need restoration of the relationship.  This is the real problem of 

prayer. 

Only Hope for Prayer 

Thankfully, Paul doesn’t leave us stuck with a huge problem.  Ephesians 2:13 begins with a pivotal phrase: “But now . . .” 

Something big has happened, and Paul hammers it repeatedly in the passage that follows.  “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  That’s a reference to the death of Jesus, which deals with both 

horizontal and vertical alienation, producing well-being between Gentiles and Jews, and between God and human beings.  Paul 

repeats himself in Ephesians 2:14: Jesus “has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.”  And just in case we haven’t 

yet gotten the message, he says it again: Jesus’s purpose was to “reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 

killing the hostility” (Ephesians 2:16). 

The only way we can be brought into communion with God (and therefore have him hear and answer our prayers) is through the 

death of Jesus: his blood, his flesh, his cross.  Only this will address the real, objective problem of prayer — not how we feel, but 

rather the way we are (sinful), the way God is (holy), and our lack of access to this holy God. Jesus’s death is the only hope for our 

prayers. 

When we come to see the real problem and the only hope for prayer, our humility, gratitude, and wonder at being able to 

commune with God will soar.  Our careless and flippant attitudes toward prayer will plunge.  We’ll appreciate prayer as a blood-

bought privilege to be savored.  This is the beginning of a transformed prayer life. 

True Pattern of Prayer 

There’s more good news.  Jesus’s redemptive work does more than bring us to God; it also creates a pattern of communion with 

God, and therefore a pattern for prayer.  We see this in Ephesians 2:18: “For through [Jesus] we both [Jew and Gentile] have 

access in one Spirit to the Father.”  John Bunyan built his definition of prayer on this Trinitarian structure: “Prayer is a sincere, 

sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God, through Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit.” 

We pray to God the Father, as Jesus himself taught us to pray (Matthew 6:9), as he regularly modeled in his own prayer life 

(Matthew 11:25; 26:39; John 17:1), and as the apostles prayed (Ephesians 1:16–17). 

Because our access to the Father is through the atoning death and continuing advocacy of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:34), we 

approach the Father in Jesus’s name (John 14:13; 15:16; 16:23–24, 26).  We come “with confidence” because we’re “in Christ Jesus 

our Lord” (Ephesians 3:11–12). Jesus, the Son of God by nature, makes us sons of God through adoption — and children have 

access to their parents.  Francis Chan tells of speaking at a large venue to thousands of people.  During his talk, his little daughter, 

who had been sitting in the front row, wandered away from the person minding her, up onto the stage, and stood there beside 

Francis as he spoke.  She simply assumed that she could have access to her dad anytime. It’s like that for us because of the work of 

Jesus Christ. 

And, as Bunyan says, we pray in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness, 

interceding for us (Romans 8:26).  So, we have double help in our prayers. Both God the Son and God the Spirit speak to God the 

Father on our behalf. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.18
http://theprayerlife.com/PrayingInTheSpirit-Bunyan.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2026.39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.16%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.23%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%203.11%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.26
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Prayer 

“Jesus’s passion, pleasure, and purpose is to bring us into the presence of the 

Father.” 

This pattern encourages us to be Trinitarian in our prayers, praying to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit.  This 

is “the grain,” the directionality of prayer, as Fred Sanders observes (The Deep Things of God, 211).  When you’re cutting a piece of 

wood, it’s helpful to know the direction of the grain.  When you stroke the hair of a cat against the grain, you may get into trouble! 

Everything works better with the grain.  Jesus’s passion, pleasure, and purpose is to bring us into the presence of the Father — and 

the Holy Spirit shares this passion. 

From God, Through God, To God 

In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis memorably expressed the wonder of prayer to God: 

An ordinary simple Christian kneels down to say his prayers.  He is trying to get into touch with God.  But if he is a Christian he 

knows that what is prompting him to pray is also God: God, so to speak, inside him. But he also knows that all his real knowledge of 

God comes through Christ, the Man who was God — that Christ is standing beside him, helping him to pray, praying for him.  You 

see what is happening. God is the thing to which he is praying — the goal he is trying to reach. God is also the thing inside him 

which is pushing him on — the motive power.  God is also the road or bridge along which he is being pushed to that goal.  So that 

the whole threefold life of the three-personal Being is actually going on in that ordinary little bedroom where an ordinary man is 

saying his prayers.  The man is being caught up into the higher kinds of life . . . he is being pulled into God, by God, while still 

remaining himself. (163) 

There is major help and encouragement here for us, as we learn to pray with the grain, as we come alive to the massive privilege of 

access to God our Father, as we marvel that the Son and the Spirit intercede for us.  And so we pray with a sense of wonder and a 

settled confidence.  We pray with joy and purpose. 

 

Article by  Stephen Witmer https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-real-problem-of-prayer 

Pastor, Pepperell, Massachusetts 

 

Let us pray for you, too!  Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com).  Our Prayer Team is still 

actively praying for YOU!  

 - Lynn Selden and Richard Horne. 

https://www.amazon.com/Deep-Things-God-Trinity-Everything/dp/1433513153
https://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926
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Worship Arts 

Holy 

There is no one like you. 

There is none beside you. 

Open up my eyes in wonder. 

Show me who you are 

and fill me 

with your heart 

and lead me in your love 

to those around me. 
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Serving Our Church 

Philippians 

To say we are in difficult times is an understatement of the new millennium: COVID, racial tension, church closures, job 

losses, and upcoming election. . .it’s crazy!  How can we stay sane in this context, let alone joyful!?  Apparently, we can.  

The Apostle Paul wrote a wonderful letter to the church in Philippi to help us navigate our current season - and Paul 

wrote it from prison!  He wrote about navigating difficult times in the midst of one of his difficult times. 
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Serving Our Church 

The McKay McMuffin 

One of my favorite pastimes is to spend time in the kitchen or mostly at the barbeque.  I love to create but I can’t 

follow recipes really well, so I have to add my creative flair to whatever I’m cooking. 

In making breakfast, it reminds me of sacrifice. Because a lot of animals 

made their sacrifice to make my McKay Muffin.  Some say the egg from the 

chicken just simply dropped off and went, about its business, but the 

chicken actually sacrificed too giving up her egg for my wonderful breakfast.  

Of course the pig gave his all for the bacon.  The cow gave up her milk for 

the cheese to be made.  And the grain of the wheat fell to the ground and 

died to create flour to be able to make the English muffin.  They all had 

sacrifices at different moments. 

When it comes to the Christian faith it does take some sacrifice.  Sometimes it takes an all-everything sacrifice where 

we are giving up everything in every part of our life.  A lot of times it’s just a partial sacrifice - the giving up of a little of 

our funds, a little of our time and then going on with life as it should be, participating in some way whether it’s like the 

bread or the cheese.  

Sacrifice is key to the Christian faith.  It involves giving up of ourselves so we can enjoy something amazing. 

God bless you and let’s keep sacrificing for the Lord. 

If you would like Mike’s recipe for the McKay McMuffin or watch him cook in the kitchen, please click on the Neighborhood Church 

Cypress YouTube channel and select the “Making a McKay McMuffin” video. 
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Serving Our Church 

“You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is 

fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  

 -Psalm 16:11 

 

We kicked off our All Church Focus (Finding Joy in Difficult Times) from 

the book of Philippians with a Night of Joy Worship Night outside in the 

Cypress campus parking lot.  Pastors and members from Neighborhood 

Church of Los Alamitos, Cypress, and Iglesia Biblica de la Comunidad 

came together to worship the Lord Our Creator under the setting sun!  

It was a wonderful night of praise with our words, our hearts, and our 

bodies. Halfway through our time, we took a moment to SELAH before 

the Lord.  All throughout the Psalms, this worship term SELAH is placed in order to cue the musicians and those singing 

to pause, to stop moving, and simply rest in God’s presence without words.  

We lifted our eyes up to the Lord, seeking help from Him alone! (Psalm 121:1-2) 

We let our breath praise the Lord by simply sitting in God’s presence and letting our very breath be an act of praise and 

worship! (Psalm 150:6) 

We smiled with joy up toward heaven, knowing that Our Heavenly Father was smiling over us, His children!  

(Psalm 16:11) 

And God knows and He understands our desires to come close to Him, even amidst the distractions and difficulties in 

our life.  Which is why SELAH is so important because it helps us connect with God with not just our mouths with 

words, but with our minds and bodies too.  This actually 

strengthens our minds and bodies and our connection with God 

as we take time to sit and breath in His presence with Him.  

Even with the distractions around us, we are able to simply let 

your breath praise the LORD!  When we SELAH, we simply sit in 

God’s presence in worship and our joy starts to grow in our 

souls.  The joy of heaven begins to settle our souls as we set our 

sights on the reality beyond on right now to the One who holds 

all things together!  

 - Pastor Jon 



19 

 

Serving Our Church 

Selah 
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2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Jim Passmore, Mark Ancheta 
Middle Row (left to right): Lance Peterson, Nick Stonoha, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, Steve Ellis, John Paris 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, our 
friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Cypress Church is a true jewel, and we 
accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better ways to measure our 
progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, and Reach.  We are 
very blessed by our regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity to pray with 
and for them.  

If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is giving, 

give generously.  If God has given you leadership ability, take the 

responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for showing kindness 

to others, do it gladly. 

 Romans 12:8 

Serving Our Church 
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2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 

 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 

 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  

 
 

I’m excited about the things the Trustees of Neighborhood Church have been working on, as they seek to be good stewards of the 
facilities God has blessed us with.  1 Peter 4:10-11 reminds us that, “as each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace. . .in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.. .”   As Trustees, we 
continually remind ourselves that the buildings, stucco, carpets, chairs, drywall, and lightbulbs all belong to God and we are 
responsible to be good stewards of all these things in order to bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ.  

As we walk our facilities and property, we seek to identify areas that need attention based upon health, safety, and security, as 
well as representing a good testimony to those who might visit our property.  Each of our Trustees will be working closely with 
staff, ministry workers, and the pastoral team to understand facility-related issues that need to be addressed to help 
Neighborhood Church better minister to our community.  As you can imagine, the list of maintenance and facility needs can be 
pretty long.  I won’t list them now as we are still seeking to prioritize them.  Many have already been taken care of.  Some of these 
items will require outside vendors and contractors, while many others are things that we as a congregation can do. 

We hope to be able to have a church workday in the near future when it is determined safe to do so.  We are confident that there 
are many within the congregation of Neighborhood Church that would be willing and able to help make our facility the best it can 
be.  It doesn’t matter if you are a church trustee, a ministry volunteer, or the person who usually sits in the same area each service. 
We are here to do the will of God and use our gifts, talents, and abilities to glorify Him.  Don’t ever think you are just the person 
who has nothing much to offer.  You are a vital and important part of the Kingdom of God!  Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   Remember 
to pray for the leadership of Neighborhood Church and stay tuned for upcoming ministry opportunities! 

 - Tony Birge, Chair 

Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

New Bible Study:  End Times! Rejoice! 

Begins October 13, 2-3:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 8-week study will be taught by Pastor Ron Jackson at Neighborhood Church, Cypress campus.  Please RVSP to 

the church office at (714) 952-3001 if you are planning to attend. 
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Serving Our Church 

One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 

opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 

serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about our church or 

turn in your Connection Card, and visitors receive a gift.  This is one of 

those ministries where you are first to know who’s visiting our church and 

to greet them in a personal way. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We 

have seven front doors and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome 

families and guests to our church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as 

people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 

minutes if you could do both services on one Sunday. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, 

help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit 

to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our team! 

 

Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 

  manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or 

EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one Sunday per month. 

 

Leader: Mark Ryan  

  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Ministry is. . . 

 

Listening, when you would rather fix the problem. 

Searching for the joy, when it’s easier to say “it’s not fair” 

Helping, when you feel like you’re the one that needs 

the help 

Telling God, “use me,” when you would rather ask to be 

rescued 

Encouraging, even when you don’t understand God’s 

reasoning 

Hugging when it feels awkward 

Saying, “let’s pray right now,” instead of “I’ll pray for 

you” 

Serving, when you doubt you have anything left to give 

Comforting, by being the flicker of light in others’ dark 

caverns 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 
 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty bottles and cans to 

our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

The money received from this project plus a very generous donor purchased new tables for our classrooms and gym 

activities.  The monies we will receive from future collections will be donated to our various ministries (missions, 

youth, children, etc.)  So join us! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

When you shop on-line with Amazon why not share with Neighborhood Church? 

When you log on at:  smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the 

charity you would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to 

our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE to you! 

Neighborhood Church has received over $425 from you shopping on Amazon during the 

first six months of 2020!   

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 
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Donors Are Needed 

There is an urgent need for blood.  Red blood cells have a shelf life 

of only 42 days and platelets just 5 days, so they must be constantly 

replenished by volunteer donors. 

Due to a shortage caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the need for 

blood donations is greater than ever.  That’s why UCI Health and the 

Anaheim Ducks are partnering for a mobile blood drive to be held in 

the parking lot of the Honda Center on October 7 and 21. 

Donors will receive some cool, free swag, too! 

Due to COVID-19, extra precautions will be taken for your safety as 

well as the safety of the staff.  In order to insure social distancing, 

they are unable to accept any walk-ins.  Everyone must have an 

appointment.  All donors are required to wear masks.  Please do not 

bring children, friends, or family who do not have an appointment. 

Give the gift of life. 

Thank you to all who have rolled up a sleeve to help patients battling 

illness and injury. 

 

 

Serving Our Community 

October 7 and 21 
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Serving Our Community 

 

Cypress City Church Leaders 

Present 

 

Mayor’s Prayer Gathering 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 

8:00 - 9:10 am 

Hosted by Mayor Rob Johnson 

 

We all know Cypress is an amazing city.  From wonderful parks, to thriving businesses, 

to excellent schools, to a variety of quality churches.  Cypress is a great place to live, 

work, and play.  It is a great place to get connected! 

In fact, at this year’s Mayor’s Prayer Gathering, we are focusing on how we are better 

connected together and with God!  We will be hearing stories from residents and will be 

praying for our community. 

This is a Live-Stream Event. 

Please join us at 8:00am, October 15th, for an encouraging morning of testimony and 

prayer for our city. 

 

To register:  https://bit.ly/3mv3pGD 

To live-stream:  https://bit.ly/2RBAgLB 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Sambrano at lsambrano@sticypress.org 

or (714) 826-0760. 
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Serving Our Community 

Are You a Member of God’s Secret Service? 

Part of putting on the character of Christ is not seeking our own glory, but rather humbling yourself and developing 

humility.  The soul-training exercise is secret service.  Secret service is doing any act that will lift someone else’s 

burden, any act of service that lightens someone else’s load.  Examples are shown below.  You can choose any one of 

the activities of kindness or service of generosity but here’s the catch that makes it secret service, you must strive to do 

it in secret.   

Each of us wants our deeds to be noticed because it makes our soul feel good, but in order to make it humble like 

Jesus, as far as you are able, try to do these acts of service without other people knowing.  It may be impossible to hide 

and I don’t want you to lie about it, but try not to draw attention to yourself.  Eventually your deeds are going to be 

noticed and when people ask you why you did it, say “I just wanted to help you out.  God bless.  It was no big deal.” 

Through secret service we enjoy putting others’ needs before our own, just like Jesus.  As your service grows, your faith 

grows.  As your faith grows, your humility grows.  As your humility grows, you experience the joy that Paul and Jesus 

experienced in their own lives.   

 - Pastor Jon 
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Serving Our Community 

The Green Truck 

I parked my car in an outdoor lot.  I forgot to roll up my window because my mind, as always, must have been on other 

things.  I came back a long time later - many, many, many days later. 

Look what a perfect stranger had done for me, in my absence.  

Look at the beautiful poem of love that is this note: “Your window 

was down and the rain was coming.  I did my best to help you out.  

xx - the green truck next to you.” 

By the time I saw this note, the green truck was long gone.  I will 

never know who did this for me.  But I love you.  Thank you for 

taking the time to do this kind act for a stranger.  I sat in my 

parked car unable to drive because there were tears in my eyes. 

I am reminded of this sacred truth:  Never doubt that thousands of 

invisible hands are helping you at all times.  Love is everywhere, 

even if you can’t see it.  The tenderest care will arrive when you least expect it, and from someone whose name you 

may never know. 

Thank you, Green Truck.  Thank you. 

 - Elizabeth 

 

 

An Act of Kindness 

I was out running errands and my Ring camera caught someone on my porch.  I have had stolen packages, so of course 

I thought the worst.  It was a nice surprise to come home to this nice gesture. 

Thank you to whoever left this on my porch.  It was much appreciated! 

 - Jennifer 
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PRAY 
California    Oregon   Washington 

 

 

Please pray for those who are affected and/or victims of the horrific wildfires in California, Oregon, and 

Washington.  We are so grateful for the bravery of the first responders who are confronting these 

overwhelming fires in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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Serving in Missions 

A Ministry Update 

We appreciate each one of you for your support and encouragement during this time.  As we all deal with COVID-19 

and additional issues, let’s trust God to see us through.  May we persevere, knowing that we will receive the crown of 

life that the Lord has promised to those who love him (James 1:1-16). 

Encouraging Updates: 

The result of the Spanish Discovery Class went well.  Miss M, the student from Columbia, finished the course and 

feels that she knows Jesus!  Please pray that she will grow in her faith and be a true witness to her friends and 

family. 

In regard to the college men’s discipleship course, Alan completed it at the end of August.  He has now made a 

commitment to have his own group study with other students and has become one of Cru’s student leaders for 

this semester.  Kurt will meet with me this week to finish the course. 

New Opportunities for Evangelism and Discipleship 

 We have an updated new campus e-survey for international students since last year.  Please pray that students 

will respond that didn’t last year, as they may be feeling lonely and disconnected, or may now have interest in 

spiritual things.  One student with whom we had lost touch has already responded to the survey.  Please pray 

that Miss S from India will join us since she is now interested in online and in-person socially-distanced 

gatherings.  In conjunction with this student, please pray that we can continue to work on our Hindi translation 

for the Discovery Course. 

 Some new doors have opened up for building friendships with international students and immigrants with the 

possibility of using the Bible Discovery Course.  Please pray for a couple from Afghanistan who live in our area.  

The wife already has a friendship with a retired missionary couple.  Please pray that she would be interested in 

doing the study with the missionary wife who has already gone through our “Reaching Out to Internationals for 

Christ” training course.  We already have most of the study in Farsi (Persian). 

Also, a Christian student, who is currently building a friendship with a lady from Ukraine, is going through 

training.  Please pray that Miss P will have interest in studying the Bible and that, if a translation in Russian is 

needed, we will be able to begin the translation and find a native speaker to correct our work. 

During this time of COVID-19, the Lord provided a hike along a stream in the mountains enjoying God’s creation.  May 

each of you find some things that will refresh you.  This reminds us of Psalm 1 meditating on God’s word, especially 

verses 2-3! 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis, InFaith 
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Serving in Missions 

Fire Destroys Camp Moria in Lesvos, Greece 

Tuesday, September 8, we were in a planning meeting for our new 

monthly prayer meeting, Seeking Refuge.  We will be paying for refugees, 

asylum seekers, and immigrants.  Every month the focus will be a different 

area of our world and  neighborhood.  We decided to make our first 

meeting’s focal point, Camp Moria. 

As we were doing our planning, Tom was looking for new videos of the 

camp.  To our dismay, we learned that the camp was on fire at that very 

moment. We stopped and prayed.  These last few weeks have been so 

heart-wrenching when you see the photos. 

Moria, the EU’s largest refugee camp, was northeast of 

Mytilene, the capital of Lesvos.  It held more than 12,000 

people, 70% of whom are from Afghanistan.  After it 

burned down, most refugees moved to the streets just 

outside Lesvos’ other main refugee camp, Kara Tepe, but 

were not allowed in.  Instead, they created temporary 

shelter for themselves by setting up tents.  Police 

contained them to the stretch of road while the Greek 

government moved to rapidly create a new temporary 

camp. 

Following days of hunger and thirst, refugees started receiving some 

basics: two bottles of water and food.  But with the sun scorching Lesvos, 

it is not enough.  Some try to prioritize hygiene since, amidst everything 

else endured, they are now concerned with COVID-19.  So far, at least 31 

refugees who have moved into the new camp have tested positive. 

Life in Moria was tough and dangerous.  Many refugees there had lost all 

hope.  Having already fled their homes, the Moria fire forced them to flee 

once more to save their lives.  After sunset, at the makeshift tent site, 

dozens of women, children, and men prayed on the street in front of a grocery store.  They asked God to give them 

hope and for their voices to be heard.  Many could not stop crying. 

Many of the refugees in Greece have suffered unbearable trauma, having left conflict zones and extreme poverty.  But 

God is at work. . .HE ALWAYS IS!  Please pray for peace, and for God’s grace to cover the refugees and the Greek 

people.  Every side has been pressed beyond human hope.  His presence is needed on Lesvos! 

 - Tom ad Gayle Shook, EFCA 
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Serving in Missions 

Becoming Disciplemakers 

As college begins with some classes in person and some online, ministry is looking different too.  Holly will be leading a 

group of 20 college students from our church that attend various colleges in the area.  She will be training them on how 

to begin discipling other students and how to reach out to their fellow students to engage in spiritual conversations, 

even while learning online this semester.  Though visiting campuses is not an option with our kids during virtual 

schooling, she will still coach these students from a distance to help them become effective ministers of the Gospel of 

their campuses. 

Holly will also be teaching a group of 20 women at our church who want to learn how to become disciplemakers.  

These two studies will be her ministry focus this semester as her days will be full with helping the kids with their online 

learning. 

Developing Websites 

Please pray for Matt as he continues to develop ministry websites so that students can easily find resources that will 

guide them to the answers to life’s biggest questions about God and their purpose in life.  Students are searching like 

never before and living online.  Matt’s ministry is truly impacting more students than we can count! 

Families Praying with Their Kids 

For those of you who still have kids in school, you may be experiencing what we are: virtual learning.  With this virus 

still  looming, parents and children alike are trying to adjust to this new normal, and it isn’t easy.  This has been the 

most demanding time of engaging with our kids than ever, and that means ministry looks different. 

Holly had no clue that when she was writing “Praying with Your Kids Before School” how many parents would need this 

resource to help them start their day focused and in faith, rather than fear and frustration.  Over 170 families have 

joined Holly online each week to get a theme with verses and prayers to pray with their child.  If you would like to join 

us, you can sign up for a weekly email at praywithyourkids.com. 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 
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Teaching Our Children 

The Joy of Connecting 

Our 4th - 6th graders have begun meeting again at our Cypress campus.  It has been such a joy!  They had been longing 

for personal connection with other children and grown-ups!   

Quarantine and distance learning has brought on challenges to their development as whole people.  Children need to 

develop intellectually, physically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually.  Each developmental area is connected to the 

others.  Our spiritual lives, our relationship with God will not thrive if we are neglected emotionally, not connecting 

with others (social development), not being challenged to grow in knowledge (intellectual development), and not 

caring for our physical body.  

So, my goal in this season of ministry is to help children develop in all areas with a focus on their relationship with God. 

On Wednesday nights we are putting on art activities for children to express their feelings or simply enjoy their senses 

as they create art.  We also have an organized game for children to have an opportunity to move their bodies and have 

fun with other children.  We then spend time in quieting our hearts and minds before God to hear His voice.  Lastly, 

children have the opportunity to chat in small groups as they respond to God, their feelings, and others’ ideas. 

We are so excited to welcome back all of our children in 1st - 6th grades to our Wednesday night Life Groups and or 

Sunday morning programs starting the first week in October! 

In kindness to others and our volunteer team, we ask that all children wear a face covering when they attend. 

If you would like your child to be part of our Wednesday night Life Groups, please sign up on our website at: 

neighborhoodchurch.com/connect/neighborhood-kids. 

Sign-ups for Sunday morning will be available soon! 

 - Pastor Lorena 

 

October’s Memory Verse 

The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. 

So why should I fear anyone? 

The Lord protects my life. 

So why should I be afraid? 

Psalm 27:1 



35 

 

Teaching Our Children 
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Discipling Our Students 

 

 

Fifty-three (53) Jr. High and High School students were asked to answer these questions.  Below are a handful of their 
responses!  Please read.  Please pray.  Please praise God for grounding our students in His goodness and growing their 
trust in Him during the pandemic!  

 

 I was refreshed that God is always with me and he is never going to leave me.  I learned that God can 
overcome anything and when you believe in him and practice his teaching you have the power to overcome 
everything.  I learned that God is so important and you can’t do anything without his strength but with him 
you can do amazing things! 

 God always provides in times of need.  That when you ask for help that he is there. I learned that when you 
trust God it always pays off, and that he knows better than I do.  

 I learned how much God loves me. 

 God is here to help; He is not out to get you. He understands what you’re going through.  Trust me, it’s 
easier to let him in that it is to rebel.  This summer I learned God is listening and He’ll never leave you.   

 My religion and relationship with God is not a weapon. 

 He never leaves my side.  He’s still here with me. 

 Show us the beauty in all things. 

 God is always holding me up, supporting me. 

 He is my rock. 

 He actually does have a plan for us and always looking back I can see that now. 

 I am nothing without God.  “What am I doing?”  God, “You do so many great things, just come to Me.” 

 I am strong and willing to grow. 

 I love reading God’s Word. 

 I am loved.  I always have someone to talk to.  I serve a bigger purpose than just playing sports.  I have 
power in everything.  I was kind of doubtful. 

 



37 

 

Discipling Our Students 

 When praying to God I learned He is such an amazing listener.  He is 
never going to leave you and is here for you always.  God takes your 
praise and does his best to fight for the good and if He doesn’t 
answer something right away,  He is making a plan for you and 
forming your life to be the one he has planned out since you were 
the size of a peppercorn.  He is so powerful! 

 Prayer isn’t always about constantly talking and asking for things.  
Sometimes you gotta just listen and let God do the talking!  

 Praying is very helpful to get emotions and find out how you are 
truly feeling.  It showed that I do have someone trustworthy to go 
to!  

 This summer prayer has been a major part of my life.  And when you pray, God will listen.  He has kept 
my family and friends safe throughout this mess and I’m thankful for that.  While we start school again 
it’s easy to lose track of what’s important, but you have to keep your eyes on Him.  

 I don’t need to make my prayers long or wordy.  I just need to thank God and ask for guidance. 

 Prayer is continuous and I can pray throughout a day.  It is a conversation with my heavenly parent.  

 Praying to God, even about the smallest things, strengthens our relationship.  This summer I’ve talk to 
God more than ever because I’ve gone through so much. 

 You can pray about anything or pray anywhere.  God will listen, no matter what you pray about.  You 
can pray for whatever it is that you need or want.  The answer may not be what you want it to be, but 
God will make the right choice.  I also learned you can worship anywhere, at home, church, school, 
park, wherever you are. 

 When I pray I feel good talking to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 

 

Discipling Our Students 

7th -12th Grade Small Groups @ Sunset · Tuesday Nights from 7:00-8:15pm · Cypress Campus Church Parking Lot 

 

Please follow us on Social Media for the most Up-To-Date Student Info! 

Facebook@Neighborhood Church Student Ministries  

Instagram@neighbhorhoodchurch_students   
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Children and Students 

What is Bring Your Bible to School Day? 

Bring Your Bible to School Day is a nationwide, student-led movement to read and treasure scripture as God’s Holy 

Word, to encourage others with the hope we have in Christ Jesus, and to celebrate our religious freedoms in the United 

States. 

Bring Your Bible to School Day is on the first Thursday of October.  This year, the celebration will be October 1. 

This event empowers Christian students of all ages to speak God’s grace and truth into the culture around them, 

starting with two simple steps: 

 1. Bringing their Bible to school 

 2. Sharing what God’s Word means to them. 

This day is designed to be a creative expression of your faith, which flows from the joy and hope we all have in Jesus. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

I love my Life Group community!  We have been discussing diversity and power using the 

ADDRESSING model this summer.  It’s been enlightening (and sometimes tense!) to hear  

people’s perspectives and learn how to talk well about difficult topics. 

If you are interested in joining the young adults Life Group, please contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com or Pastor Victor at Victor@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 - Anna Huang 
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Sharing Our Lives 

“My Life Group has helped me to know Him better 

and see Him working in others’ lives.” 

 

“A small group encourages greater interaction with 

God, and thought towards how our individual 

walks impact others.” 

“My Life Group has challenged me to be a better 

Christian and gain wisdom from the insights of 

other believers.  It challenges me in the areas I 

most need to grow spiritually.” 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Join a Life Group  

neighborhoodchurch.com/join-a-lg 

has groups, information, resources, 

and more! 

These quotes are from those attending our Spring Life Groups. 

“My Life Group keeps me in the Bible more 

consistently and I can see how God is working in 

everyone’s life which is an encouragement to me.” 

 

“It has helped me grow deeper in my relationship 

with God.  I have become more disciplined in study.” 

“Our Life Group has encouraged me 

to study God’s Word, to pray for 

others daily, and to ask God to help 

them.  This is bringing me daily closer 

to God and He, in turn, is making me 

a better person.” 

 

“I have grown much deeper in my 

relationship and trust in God by 

witnessing His work in other people’s 

lives.” 

 

“Our group has the ‘seasoned’ and 

‘young’ Christians, and we are never 

intimidated to ask or answer a 

question.” 

 

“I achieved both of my goals: friends 

as Christians and learning more 

about God and the Bible.” 

 

“The community became more than 

just a community.  We do quite a lot 

of things together now!  Definitely a 

closer knit group of friends I know I 

can trust and rely on.  I have stayed 

at Neighborhood Church because of 

this Life Group.” 
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Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach 

Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women 

of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

 

LADIES!  Now that restaurants have indoor dining, we 

will be meeting at Panera Bread on Tuesday, October 6 

at 10am.  See you there! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship - We will be starting a new bible 

study in the fall.  Watch for announcements and join us then! 

Leader:   Nancy Howard (714) 522-0489 

Location:  Room 2 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00am 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Helena Loven’s home on Saturday, October 24 at 2pm.  We will be playing Bunco!  If you 

would like information on this fun-filled afternoon, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838, claytondot2@verizon.net 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Heidi Cordova, Helen 

Passmore, Linda Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to 

serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Moms in Prayer -  “Mom, will you pray for me?” 

We are women who pray together on a regular basis for children and schools.  We pray for our 

children, teachers, staff, and schools; provide hope and strength to moms who carry heavy 

burdens for their children; and pray that our schools will be directed by biblical values and high 

moral standards. 

We are taking a break for the summer, but we will be meeting again in the fall.  Watch for 

details! 

Leader:   Lynn Selden, Facilitator, mip@cypresschurch.net 

Location:  Prayer Room 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits—Are you wanting to 

be more certain you are hearing from 

God Himself?  Discerning the Voice 

of God by Priscilla Shirer is our 

ongoing study.  We are learning to 

recognize the Holy Spirit’s language 

and character to deepen our 

relationship with God using a 

workbook and several video sessions.  

Women are invited to join us any 

Sunday morning in strengthening 

their walk with God through study, fellowship, and prayer.  We also welcome visiting 

missionaries to hear updates and prayer requests. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  
Day/Time:       Sundays at 9:00am 
Where:  Room 4 
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A TIME TO RECONNECT! 

A Bloom Zoom Event 

The women’s ministry of Bloom held a Zoom get together titled A Time to Reconnect - and it was!  It was a delightful, 

powerful, intense, light-hearted, and lovely time to reconnect with one another, and even make new friends.  Women 

have the wonderful capacity to go deep quickly when they are willing to be vulnerable and share what is really been 

going on inside their hearts and lives, especially in dealing with COVID over the last several months.  From loneliness to 

unexpected blessings to trusting God and perseverance - those have been just some of our experiences. 

Besides laughing and crying, we also had times of worship, readings from Philippians and learned a few things about 

the “other” sister - Martha.  Here are some thoughts on her.  In her devastating grief after her brother, Lazarus, died, 

Martha went out to greet Jesus who had finally come.  She didn’t necessarily greet Jesus with open arms, but almost 

with a rebuke saying, “Where were you, Jesus?”  I love her  openness and honesty with Him as she brings her 

heartache directly to the Lord, not away from Him. 

Martha followed that up with another astounding statement in John 11:22 “I know that even now God will give you 

whatever you ask.”  Even now she said.  Even though Lazarus had already been dead for four days!  What did she 

expect Jesus to do at that late date, way past the point of healing?  Maybe that is the point.  It was past what anything 

in the natural could be done or have gotten credit for.  Martha trusted, and even expected, God to do something. 

Do I?  Do you?  Trust Jesus?  That He can do something, anything, even if the circumstances don’t look like anything at 

all is possible to hope for? 



47 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

In John 11: 25-27 Jesus said to Martha, “’I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.  Do you believe this?’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ Martha 

replied.”  That conversation took place outside of her brother’s grave where he was. . .dead.  Before Jesus resurrected 

him. 

Jesus asked Martha, “’Do you believe this?’  ‘Yes,  Lord.” Martha replied.”  That is trust, faith, and hope.  Hebrews 

11:1 states, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Romans 15:13 says, 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.”  In the midst of such great personal heartache, that is how Martha responded. 

Then Martha went on to emphatically say to Jesus, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.”  She believed Jesus was exactly who He said He was. 

Different people in the Bible, in their imperfections were loved by God and used by Him for His glory in powerful 

ways.  Just like we are today.  Martha’s imperfections often seem to be glaringly obvious, often overshadowing her 

“good” character traits. 

Martha was a hard worker and thoughtful hostess, but she can come across as someone who is put out, martyr-like.  

Some people are good with being behind-the-scenes, but I don’t think Martha was.  She wanted credit for what she 

was doing and she made that obvious.  Look at me, Lord, and all that I am doing - by myself! 

I’ll be honest with you - I wish I was a person who enjoyed being behind-the-scenes, but I like it when people give me 

credit or say “thank you.”  I don’t think saying “thank you” or hearing it from someone is a bad thing at all, but when 

we desire that too much, or when it’s maybe even the motivation for doing something , it flips to being on the 

negative side. 

Martha also kind of threw her sister under the bus in Luke 10 when she said to Jesus that Mary’s just sitting around.  

That remark didn’t work in her favor.  Martha was bossy, too, even to Jesus when she told Him, “Tell her to help me!”  

I don’t think we should get bossy with Jesus.  Then again, I do that quite a bit when I tell Him what I want, what I will 

or will not do, and how He should run things because obviously I know better, or at least have some good ideas He 

should consider. 

Martha sometimes gets a bad rap.  She might not have held back her complaints, but she also didn’t hold back 

unequivocally proclaiming who Jesus was - “Messiah, Son of God” - in front of all the witnesses who were present to 

share in the mourning of her brother’s death.  She was rock solid, unmovable in her belief in Jesus and who He said 

He was.  She was bold and passionate.  Am I?  Are you? 

Martha trusted Jesus, even with the impossible.  Beyond the 

impossible.  She didn’t know what He would do, but she 

trusted that He could, and would do something.  That’s the 

kind of faith, hope, and trust worth emulating. 

 - Susan Peterson 
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Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) -  Please join us!  We have just started 

“Beginnings: A Study of Genesis.”  We will discover how Abraham’s blessing applies 

today.  Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, 

learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live for something 

larger than themselves.   

We are starting the year on Zoom.  You will be notified when (if) we transition back 

to “normal” in-person meetings.    

 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Zoom Meeting     Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 
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San Diego Century Ride (100 miles) 

Members of the Christian Cycling - Orange County 

Spoke Club met early Saturday morning, September 

19 for their 11th annual century ride to San Diego.  

They left Long Beach as the sun was rising for their 

first stop in Dana Point.  There they rehydrated, 

refreshed, and regrouped before continuing the 

ride.  At Oceanside, which included a short ride 

down the I-5, they rehydrated once more.  The final 

leg of the ride ended at the Torrey Pines Gliderport 

then a short ride to the hotel for a delicious chicken 

and ribs BBQ dinner.  A successful ride for all and 

wonderful fellowship among Christians. 

 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three groups to choose from: 

   Group A:  Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

   Group B:  Rides 30 - 40 miles, 15-20 mph 

   Group C:  Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 
 This group is for families and casual riders.  It is a no-drop group, meaning no one is left behind. 

All groups meet for prayer and leave from Veteran’s Park (4475 Ball Rd., Cypress). 

Contact:  Brent Theodore      (562) 533-6095 



50 

 

The Counseling Ministries of Neighborhood Church are designed for anyone who needs to 

talk or pray about a situation that seems too overwhelming to deal with on your own.  All 

counseling sessions are confidential. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer to have their 

personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their local church.  Our church provides 

the opportunity for professional and confidential pre-marital, marital, and individual 

counseling services on campus.  There is a fee for these services. The first session fee is 

reduced for members and regular attendees of Neighborhood Church and its branch 

churches.  Outside referrals are given when appropriate. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, LMFT #46561, ron@cypresschurch.net  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Monday - Thursday, 10:00am - 8:00pm (please call for an appointment) 

Location:        Counseling Rooms 

 

Helping the Hurting 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

October 1  Complicating Factors 

October 8  Stuck! 

October 15 Lessons of Grief - Part 1 

October 22 Lessons of Grief - Part 2 

October 29 Heaven 
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Thursday Mornings - We are on break! 

10:45am-12:15pm  

Room 1 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a one-on-one 

support ministry to help those going through or have gone through cancer along 

with their caregivers. We do not want anyone to go through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/

or pray for you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       
  

Men’s and Women’s Open Share Groups Meeting on Zoom 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-
ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 
relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 
 
What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 
habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  
Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   
 
In keeping with social distancing orders by the State of California, Celebrate Recovery is not meeting in person for 
the foreseeable future.  However, we are having Zoom meetings of men’s open share group and women’s open 
share group.  If you are interested in joining one of these, contact Bob Vroon, whose email address is 
bob.vroon@verizon.net. 



52 

 

Helping the Hurting 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big 

Book and 12 & 12 (12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of 

experience, strength, and hope in sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking 

is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. (This is a semi-closed meeting. 

You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick M. (714) 826-9562 

Day/Time: Tuesdays at 6:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of 

individuals addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to 

learn how to go on with life when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or 

substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time: Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

 

 

 

 

Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Must call prior to attending these groups! 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 
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We are excited to be expanding our Neighborhood!  Neighborhood Church is one church with multiple branches - 

whether it’s a group like our Khmer congregation, or a different campus like Los Alamitos.  We have a new addition to 

the family: 

Branching Out 

       
       

  

 Una iglesia con un corazón para Dios 
  y para toda la gente  

● ● ● 

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por 

favor lla menos. Nos dara  un 

enorme gusto atenderlos; 

Pastor,  
Manuel F. González 

 (714)523-0112 Oficina 
 

● ● ● 
 

 

!Pronto estará en 
la comunidad 
de Cypress! 

Venga y sea 
parte de 

nuestra familia. 
 

Somos una iglesia bíblica, 
dinámica enfocada en la Palabra 

de Dios y la edificación de los 
creyentes. 

Mantenemos una adoración 
contemporánea y bíblica que 
fomenta la sana y ordenada 

adoración a Dios.  

Nuestra iglesia existe:             
"Amar a Dios,  

Amar al Prójimo 
y Hacer Discípulos" 

 
Por ahora nos puede visitar en línea a 

través de la aplicación ZOOM 

 
 Click  

https:us04web.zoom,usa/j/5309446403  
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Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

 

You probably don’t need me to tell you that COVID life has 

been challenging and isolating.  For some, that isolation 

means being  locked in the house with multiple children and 

the unique challenges that raises for everyone.  For others, 

the isolation is literal isolation and the toll, both emotionally 

and spiritually, is high. 

We have handful of ladies who live alone and faced the 

daunting challenge of isolation together.  They expanded 

their social bubble over the last few months to live out the 

truth that the church is family and they have lived like it.  

They have not been foolish, but they have supported each 

other, refusing to give in to fear, and the result has been 

great joy through a challenging season. 

They spend their days playing cards where 

the loser gets chocolate candy (deal me in, 

ladies!), eating well-cooked food, drinking 

(ice tea), and laughing.  These good friends 

are having good times and good fun. 

But it’s not all fun and games.  They study 

the Bible each week, which is fun, but not a 

game.  As they learn about Jesus’ 

prophecies, they prepare for the glorious 

future that awaits us, and they even 

celebrated a birthday recently! 

Well done, ladies! 

 -  Pastor Justin 
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Pumpkin Spice 

and Everything Nice 
 

   Pumpkin Cake 
    From Christine Theodore 
 
Mix together and pour into a greased 9x13 baking dish: 
 1 large 15 oz. can of pumpkin (not pie filling) 
 1 12 oz. can evaporated milk 
 5 eggs 
 1-1/2 cups sugar 
 1 teaspoon sugar 
 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
 1/2 teaspoon cloves, ground 
 
Mix together until crumbly and sprinkle over pumpkin mix: 
 1 box yellow cake mix, dry 
 1/2 cups butter, softened 
 
Bake for about 1 hour at 350 degrees F or until firm. 
 
Serve with whipped cream. 

Pumpkin Spice Muffins 

Mix together until well combined: 
 1 large 15 oz. can pumpkin 
 1 box spice cake mix, dry 
 
Grease muffin cups.  Fill muffin cups 3/4 full.  Batter will 
be really thick.  If you want your tops to be pretty, you 
will need to smooth them out a bit with a spoon. 
 
Bake for 18-22 minutes at 350 degrees F or until knife 
comes out clean.  Makes 18 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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Main Office:  6143 Ball Road, Cypress, CA 90630  (714) 952-3001  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 

LEADERSHIP 
CONTACT US 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection and 
Discipleship  
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001  
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

 

 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 

All emails are 

@neighborhoodchurch.com 

unless otherwise stated 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:15am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

Bring Your Bible to School Day 

Children’s Sunday Programs Start 

Welcome to the Family Class 

New Bible Study:  End Times! Rejoice! 

Blood Drive at Honda Center 

Mayor’s Prayer Gathering 

Next Steppers’ Bunco 

Kristi McKay’s 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Cookies 

 1 cup cooked (or canned) pumpkin 
 1 cup sugar 
 1/2 cup vegetable oil 
 1 egg 
 2 cups flour 
 2 teaspoons baking powder 
 1 teaspoon cinnamon 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 2 teaspoons baking soda dissolved in 1 teaspoon milk 
 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 
 1 teaspoon vanilla 
 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
 Combine pumpkin, sugar, oil and egg.  
 Sift flour,  baking powder, cinnamon, and salt. 
 Add dry ingredients to pumpkin mixture  
      along with soda (and milk) and mix well. 
 Stir in vanilla and chocolate chips. 
 Drop by teaspoonful on lightly greased cookie sheet. 
 Bake 10-12 minutes. 


