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Yay!  It’s June!  Wait, it’s JUNE?!  

 

Yep, we have officially hit summer.  Yet under the restrictions and “stay-at-home” desires of our government due to 

this coronavirus crisis, much of what we were used to is all messed up.  So summer is not so much the excitement 

building word it used to be.  Many of the recreation and summer fun opportunities are just not as available, although 

we still can get outside and enjoy a few of the open parks and trails, as long as we practice social distancing and wear 

face coverings.  So, despite the limitations, let’s make June fun! 

June can be a fun month of celebrations and outdoor fun.  June 1st is National Trail Day where we are encouraged to 

go take a hike!  June 18th is International Picnic Day and the 21st being Go Skateboarding Day.  Oh, there is more.  June 

is National Candy Month, National Ice Tea Month, and National Smile Month.   June 5th is also National Donut Day. . . 

oh yes, a big apple fritter or anything from Krispy Kreme would be amazing.  I have said this before, but did you know 

that Orange County has one the highest number of donut shops?  June also holds the fun celebrations of dads with 

Father’s Day on June 21th and a lot of other fun times and celebrations to be experienced in this wonderful month of 

June. 

Here at Neighborhood Church, it is the month of our Annual Celebration and Annual Meeting (June 28th in all our 

gatherings).  We will be doing things a bit differently this year, so stay tuned for details. 

One interesting aspect of June is that it is considered by some to be National Rebuild Your Life Month.  June is a time 

when many people are making transitions such as graduation, or at a place where they can consider and make 

decisions for a possible new direction of life.  As a church we are here to help in those pivotal times of life, for God’s 

vision of our church is to “help people thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.”  The Bible teaches that we thrive 

when we seek to follow Jesus as we live and love like Him.  We, as a group of fellow followers of Jesus, want to help 

and spur us all on in this adventure. 

We do hope you will jump in and get involved.  Inside this Connections magazine are all kinds of ways to get connected 

and grow on your faith journey.  Please check out our website neighborhoodchurch.com for up-to-date information as 

we seek to renew our in-person gatherings and programs.  We can’t wait until we are allowed to gather.  Please be 

praying God will rid our planet of this awful virus and give wisdom to our governing officials.  

But even if it takes longer than expected, let’s have fun.  Hey, it’s June!! 

Seeking to enjoy June along with you,  

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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MEN OF GOD 

I am Thankful for the Great Example I Have 

My dad, “Pops,” is the very definition of a “Man of God.”  If you have spent any time with him, 

it is easy to see.  To the many he has ministered to within the church and outside, he stands out 

as a great leader, a wise counselor, and even a caring pastor.  But the qualities that have 

illustrated most to me what makes a “Man of God” have been shown when others are not 

around. 

Ever since I was young, my dad has modeled to me what it looks like to lead a family in the love 

and devotion to Jesus Christ.  He has instilled in each of us kids a genuine desire to experience a 

loving relationship with Jesus.  He has shown a consistent pursuit of that relationship with our 

Lord and Savior, fostering daily “quiet time” in God’s Word. . .often while all of us were still asleep. 

Growing up, my dad showed me some of the truest examples of grace.  This became the growing understanding I had 

of God’s grace: the source of grace in my dad’s  life.  He showed me love and forgiveness, and how a life filled with the 

knowledge of God’s grace for you changes the way you can forgive others.  He also taught me early through example 

that living a life serving the Lord where He calls us is the sweetest way to spend life, offering more joy than all other 

comforts. 

We didn’t always have the same financial freedom that other families had, especially when we were very young.  But 

my dad illustrated with such authentic conviction that the aim of life is not possessions.  Instead, life is best when you 

live following Jesus and showing others the way to a relationship with Him.  This was a much more precious gift my 

parents could give us than anything of material value.  In fact, it is something that still today serves as the basis of my 

own family’s heart to serve wherever God calls us. 

He has also modeled to me the discipline of a godly man.  Discipline to serve others, to love your family, and discipline 

to be faithful. . .even when it is difficult or not popular.  I remember my dad seemingly giving me a hard time especially 

in my teen years about discipline.  However, as the cruel joke of maturity goes, I now see that he was right.  He often 

was trying to refine in me the discipline to be a godly man.  To be a servant as opposed to selfish, intentional instead of 

cavalier, and probably most important to try hard in contrast to apathy. 

My dad has always worn many hats.  He plays a lot of different roles to a lot of different people.  Not everyone has had 

the chance to see the role he has played of “father” and how well he showed each of us kids what a “Man of God” 

looks like.  So, I hope you see that being a “Man of God” up front or in the public pales in comparison to the ways we 

saw that daily from my dad at home.  He stayed up late with me and helped me with my science projects.  He came 

home after long hours of work and school, and ran to the field with me to play catch.  He was present and supported 

me.  He gave me confidence and spoke things about who  God made me to be that I couldn’t see myself.  He has been 

a phenomenal dad. 

So, I am thankful, so very thankful, for the great example I have in a father as a “Man of God.” 

 - Pastor Josh McKay 
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MEN OF GOD 

My Dad Encourages Me 

My dad and I have always bonded over our shared interests like our love for history, classic rock & roll, and boba.  He 

buys me food and introduced me to the Mission Impossible movies.  He supports my siblings and me in whatever 

activities we want to do,  and pushes us to be the best person we can be.  All my friends think he’s hilarious and 

they’ve even given him a nickname: “J-Cat.”  

Overall he is a pretty great dad, but he is also a very strong man of God.  My dad is a man of God because he works to 

live a life of compassion, love, and faithfulness.  He is thoughtful and patient when I need his help but he still has a 

sense of humor.  (My siblings and I appreciate his humor most of the time.)  He spends a lot of time studying the Bible 

and he tries to obey it, and he does his best to explain things to us kids when we have questions.  My dad encourages 

us in our walk with Christ so that we can become men and women of God.  He has influenced us in the best way by 

showing us how to live our lives with selflessness and laughter.  We are so grateful to have grown up with his influence 

and encouragement. 

 - Eliana McElderry (with lots of input from her sister and brother, Vivian and Cael) 
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MEN OF GOD 

Men Need Men 

As we become young adults, we as men have a posse of guy friends. Friends from high 

school and college, friends we hang out with and friends from sports that we get 

together with.  There is plenty of bro time to just hang out and discuss the future, 

careers, family, places to live and of course that beautiful future wife. 

 As we enter our adult years, work takes up more and more of our time. Then we get 

married and have kids. After running our homes, trying to stay in shape, and (for 

Christians) getting involved with the church, we have little time left for friendships with 

other men. When we do find a bit of “free time,” it’s hard to leave our wives home alone to change diapers, correct 

homework, and broker peace deals among the warring children.  So we let our male friendships slide. Before we know 

it, we are in our 40s, 50s and 60s with plenty of friends on Facebook and on e-mail but no face-to-face man time. 

Letting our friendships with other men fade can turn our wives into unintentional idols where they become our only 

true confidante and friend. This is a role God never intended them to fill. 

Beyond the benefits for our health and marriages, God made men for friendship. That means we can’t simply opt out. 

Other men make up for our deficits with their strengths, as when Aaron spoke on Moses’s behalf (Exodus7:1-2).  Male 

friends also provide encouragement to glorify God in new ways. Or they can help us persevere in difficulty, like when 

Jonathan “went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God”  (1 Samuel 23:16) when David was running 

from Saul. Other men can also provide us with a life-giving rebuke we desperately need (Proverbs 27:6).  Even Jesus 

had Peter, James, and John, who was his own inner circle of male friends.  

First you have to find your identity in Christ. If we’re going to get close to other men, where they can see our sins and 

scars, we need to be deeply rooted in Christ — to truly know that “by grace [we] have been saved through faith . . . not 

a result of works” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  When we trust that God accepts us apart from what we do, we’re free to let 

other men know who we really are. 

How do we cultivate male friendships?  

God calls men to lead and go first  (Genesis 2:18, Ephesians 5:23). Which requires some effort and — the real kicker — 

the risk of being rejected. It hurts when we reach out to another guy and he takes a week to respond. But 

remembering that Jesus left heaven to die for our sins gives us courage to take initiative in our own friendships 

(Hebrews 2:17). 

Now that we’ve explored why we need true male friends,  let’s take a look at what we can do about it.. 

Come join us at the Neighborhood Church of Cypress.  We have a men’s leadership meeting for those who want to 

help plan men’s activities. We have a few men’s breakfasts a year, where you can come out and meet men that may 

have the same interests as you. We go for hikes, bike rides, and yes, we even go shooting. Check the worship folder for 

upcoming men’s events. 

 - Wayne Alves 
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MEN OF GOD 
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MEN OF GOD 

God Encourages Us 

There is no better father than the Creator God.  He formed us and knows us.  He provides for us, loves us 

unconditionally, and longs for a real, life-giving relationship with us.  He runs out to meet us in our sin, clothes us with a 

new identity, and restores to us the abundant life He has always planned for us.  Spend time looking at the father heart 

of God.  You may find a fresh revelation of His love for you. 

Our God is a great encourager.  He takes the weak and makes them strong.  He takes the hopeless and transforms 

them into beacons of eternal salvation.  He takes the broken and heals them with His love.  And He takes the doubting 

and fills them with powerful encouragement from on high. 

Our heavenly Father desires to give you confidence today.  He longs to encourage you to accomplish the incredible 

calling for which you were created.  As we look today at a powerful story of God’s encouragement, may your heart be 

filled with a longing and passion to seek out the entirety of God’s perfect plans for you. 

Judges 6:12-18, And the angel of the Lord appeared to [Gideon] and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of 

valor.”  And Gideon said to him, “Please sir, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And where are 

his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’  But now the 

Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.”  And the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of 

yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?”  And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save 

Israel?  Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” And the Lord said to him, 

“But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.”  And he said to him, “If now I have found favor 

in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me.  Please do not depart from here until I come to you 

and bring out my present and set it before you.”  And he said, “I will stay until you return.” 

God calls Gideon a mighty man of valor prior to any mighty actions Gideon had done.  He commands Gideon to go out 

in the might to which he was called and accomplish the very work for which  he was created.  And when Gideon 

responds to asking God for a sign, God obliges him and remains with grace and mercy. 

God is calling you to a life of eternal significance.  He’s calling you to a life that matters.  There is no weak tool in the 

hands of God.  And there is no small calling in His perfect plans.  You were created to live a life that changes the world.  

You were created for a destiny that draws the lost back into the fold of our heavenly Father.  Allow His Spirit to speak 

to your spirit.  Allow Him to encourage you in His love.  And follow His voice in faith that you might be used in greater 

ways than you could ever imagine. 

Don’t settle for a life of mediocrity today.  God has a plan and purpose for everything you do.  He longs to turn your 

relationships, job, finances, and passions into good works of eternal significance.  His calling will satisfy  your heart like 

nothing else.  And the empowerment of His Spirit for His plans will transform you into a passionate, effective, and 

loving man of valor.  May you pursue wholeheartedly the life to which you have been called by your loving heavenly 

Father. 
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MEN OF GOD 
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A Prayer for Restlessness 

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”  Exodus 33:14 

REST - Reflect, Engage, Surrender, Trust 

       REFLECT 

       ENGAGE 

       SURRENDER 

       TRUST 

ENGAGE - Jesus said, ”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 

you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Matthew 11:28-29 

The apostle Paul instructed us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7 

Most importantly, we must engage with the grace of God through Jesus Christ. 

SURRENDER - The best example of surrendering to God’s will is in Jesus.  The night he was betrayed, Jesus surrendered 

Himself to God’s plan.  He prayed, “Father, everything is possible for you.  Please take this cup of suffering away from 

me.  Yet I want your will, not mine.”  Mark 14:36 

Here’s the beauty of surrender: when you lay down your mess, your hands are then free to pick up God’s rest.  

Because the One who captures us in surrender is the One who sets us free.  And in the surrender, you are empowered 

to trust Him more. 

TRUST - Let’s look at what Jesus had to say about this. . . 

“Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?  . . .So do not worry, saying ‘What shall we eat?’ or 

‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them.”  Matthew 6:27, 31-32 

Your heavenly Father knows that your job (or lack of) is stressing you out, that your marriage is hanging by a thread, 

that you are bogged down with health challenges, that you are grieving a loss, or that your finances are upside     

down. . .He knows the longings of your heart.  He.  Knows.  What.  You.  Need. 

What would happen if every morning you woke up and decided to R.E.S.T.?  What if you determined each day to 

choose to trust God for what you need because you know that He knows what you need?  Can you imagine living with 

that kind of faith?  That is exactly what the Lord is inviting you into.  His rest. 

 

Prayer 
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Worship Arts 

Waymaker 

Miracle Worker 

Promise Keeper 

Light in the Darkness 

MY GOD 

That is Who You Are 
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Serving Our Church 

New Sermon Series 
Starting in June! 

 
I AM: Facing Uncertain Times with an Ever-Present God 

 
The coronavirus doesn’t end when “safer-at-home” suggestions end.  Even when the virus passes, the effects 

will linger in countless ways.  For some, it will be financial ruin – or at least significant stress.  For others, it 

will be repairing family relationships – the stress of homeschooling and just “staying at home.”  For still 

others, the trauma of being alone and not experiencing human touch and interpersonal, real-live contact will 

have unknown consequences.  

We need God.  We need God in more ways than we can imagine.  Thankfully, God reveals Himself in multiple 

ways and most clearly through Jesus.  The Bible is full of rich images, but we’re going to look at more than 

images over the coming weeks.  There are two powerful words, seemingly benign in English, “I AM.”  But 

they carry much more weight than that.  They speak to the ever-present nature of God as shepherd, bread of 

life, and so many others.  

Our times are uncertain, but our God is not. He is with us.  Now.  And in exactly the way we need Him.  

Drive-Thru Communion  
And Food Pantry Donations 

Join our first Drive-Thru Communion at the Cypress campus for: 

 An opportunity to pray with pastors and elders. 

 Individually sealed Communion elements. 

 A chance to drop off food donations for families in need. 

This is our first step in the process to resuming our in-person gatherings 

for all of our Neighborhood Church campuses. 
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Serving Our Church 

Connect with  

Neighborhood Church Online! 
 

Join us each Sunday in your pajamas or all dressed up.  Each service lasts about 

60-75 minutes and features worship music, a story for the kids, and a relevant, 

life-changing message for you.  Whether you just want to attend church online 

or engage in conversation on our live chat platform, we are honored to host 

you! 

We are here to help you  know God, find freedom, discover your purpose, and 

make a difference in your community and relationships.  I’m excited to see what 

God has in store for you. 

 Neighborhood Church, Cypress Campus 9am or 11am 

 Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos  9:15am 

 Neighborhood Church, Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 
  - Contact Rev. Nareth May 

 Iglesia Biblica de la Comunidad - Contact Pastor Manuel Gonzalez 

We hope to be opening our church doors soon as there is great value and biblical encouragement to holding in-person worship 
and fellowship times.  However, we know some people will feel more comfortable continuing to worship at home and stream our 
Sunday gatherings.  Please be assured that the streaming will continue even when we begin in-person gatherings. 
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Serving Our Church 

Thank You to our pastors, leaders, and volunteers for keeping us connected on Sunday mornings during this COVID-19 situation.  

We appreciate the time and talent used to produce these “gatherings” through music, teaching, hosting, reading of scripture, audio 

visual, camera operations, voiceovers, sound, and so much more!  
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Serving Our Church 

We want to thank you, too, for engaging us 

mid-week through Pastor Mike’s blog,  

Pastor Lorena’s connection with the Shine! 

Kidz, Pastor Jon’s devotional for our 

students, Dr. Anna ‘s and Pastor Victor’s 

discussions on how to emotionally survive 

this COVID-19 season, and Pastor Kerry’s 

“More Good News.” 

We appreciate all who worked on these 

videos to get them posted for us to enjoy, to 

be encouraged, and to feel a part of the 

Neighborhood Church family. 
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Serving Our Church 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     2020 

Dear High School Seniors, 

You were born when the world was grieving over 9/11. 

And you are graduating as the world grieves a pandemic. 

Although your two biggest launches into freedom (birth and graduation) have 

taken place in the midst of tragedies, 

Just know that the world is an amazing, loving, beautiful place, and it’s waiting for 

you with open arms. 

We grieve with you that your Senior Year is ending this way. 

But we can’t wait to see how you overcome and soar. 

You were made for this! 
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Serving Our Church 

Aiden Ashcroft 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Orange Coast College 
to pay football and follow a career 
In firefighting. 
 
 
 

 

Brett Bailey 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Cypress College 
and working. 
 
 
 
 
 

Hailey Blake 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending the University of Arizona 
in the fall for Veterinary Science to start my 
path of becoming a veterinarian.  Through 
this pandemic, it has been hard for me to 
gain motivation and to see the light at the 
end of this tunnel because I had such a 
huge plan set in place for myself for once in 
my life, and it seems to all come crashing 
down because we still have yet to know 
what the near future looks like.  I could use 
prayers of peace and guidance throughout 
this time since I have been struggling to 
find it within myself. 

 

John Buesing 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending the University of 
California, Riverside (UCR) and majoring in 
Neuroscience.  Please pray that I won’t get 
overwhelmed with my work.  I would be 
grateful for any prayers to help me out with 
this.  I grew up in the church and you feel 
like family.  Just knowing you guys are 
thinking of me is enough support for me! 

Clay Cameron 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending trade school for plumbing.  
Please pray for safety, good health, and 
security for my future. 
 
 
 
 

Acacia Carpenter 
Cypress High School 
I am planning to go to a community college 
and then transferring to ASU.  Please pray 
God will give me the strength to do the 
things I don’t want to do even though I have 
to.  Also pray that I will be successful. 
 
 

Kaitlyn Devries 
Cypress High School 
I am going to Cypress College to pursue a 
degree in Physics, and then plan on 
transferring after two years. 
 
 

 
Lucas Garrison 
St. John Bosco High School 
I will be attending Biola University to pursue 
a degree in Sports Broadcasting, with a goal 
of working with FCA (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes). 
 
 
 

Elijah Glonchak 
Valley Christian High School 
I will be pursuing Fire Tech at Cypress 

College. 

 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 
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Serving Our Church 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 

Kaylee Gonzales 
Cypress High School 
I want to go into the film industry, but it’s 
very secular.  So I just want to be an 
example for others in that type of work 
space.  I am planning to go to Cypress 
College and then transfer to Biola 
University.  I could use prayer for finances. 
 

Andrew “Bobby” Harbin 
Los Alamitos High School 
I will be attending San Diego State 
University and pursuing a degree in 
business. 
 
 
 
 

Joshua Huchel 
Valley Christian High School 
I will be attending college, but have not 
decided on where yet. 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaac Hurtado 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending West Point Academy to 
play football, and majoring in Pre-Med!  
Please pray for the transition in to this 
military academy. 
 
 
 

Tyler Jones 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Azusa Pacific University, 
and majoring in Communication 
Management with the goal of pursuing the 
Fire Academy afterwards. 

Isaac Kim 
Cypress High School 
I will be going to community college to study 
Kinesiology,  and then transferring to a 
university. 
 
 
 

 

Jake King 
Valley Christian High School 
I will be attending San Diego State University 
and majoring in Construction Engineering. 
 
 

 
 
 

Kyler Kroll 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Point Loma Nazarene 
University to pursue a degree in nursing. 
 
 
 
 

 

Annika LeDonne 
Oxford Academy 
Next year I will be attending California State 
University, Long Beach for Liberal Studies to 
become an Elementary Teacher.  Please pray 
for me as I will be starting my first semester 
of college online as opposed to being in 
person on campus. 

 
Daniel Lee 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Point Loma Nazarene 
University for nursing, and possibly a minor 
in some aspect of Christian Studies. 
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Serving Our Church 

Jason Lewis 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending California State 
University, Long Beach and getting my 
Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management. 
 
 
 

 
 

Alex Maloney 
Mayfair High School 
I will be attending the Electrical 
Engineering Institute. 
 
 
 

 
 

Jarrett Miller 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending California State 
University, Long Beach in the fall and am 
majoring in Electrical Engineering right 
now, but that might possibly change.  I 
need prayer in finding what I want to do for 
my future and finding what I plan on doing 
for a career. 

 
 

Blair Morgan 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Long Beach Community 
College to study Photographic Film and 
Video Technology. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Evann Oswald 
Cypress High School 
Next year I will be attending Cypress College 
and majoring in Advertising/Marketing.  Back 
in November, I accepted a job at Hume Lake 
in the apparel store and gift shop.  I have 
been dreaming of spending my summer in 
such a beautiful place for months, but of the 
coronavirus I might have to stay home.  I got 
an email from Hume saying they will make a 
decision in May about whether or not to 
push back staff orientation.  If you guys 
could pray for Hume to be safe and open 
that would mean a lot to me.  Thank you. 

 
 

Jillian Painter 
Los Alamitos High School 
I will be attending Long Beach Community 
College and then eventually transfer to Azusa 
Pacific University to complete my degree in 
nursing.  I am also preparing and training for 
the 2024 Olympics to compete in archery. 

 
 

Luke Porteneuve 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Chapman University and 
will be playing football there as well.  I could 
use prayer in staying strong and maintaining 
endurance .  I also want to be God’s type of 
great, not anyone else’s. 
 
 
 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 
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Serving Our Church 

Sofia Ramdhani 
Cypress High School 
I received a scholarship to play volleyball at 
Hope International University, and I will be 
majoring in Kinesiology.  Please pray for a 
smooth transition from high school  to 
college.  It’s a new chapter in my life and I 
hope everything works out with volleyball.  
Please also pray that God will lead me in the 
right direction because I am still unsure 
with what exactly I want to do in the future. 

 
 
 

Natalie Repetti 
Cypress High School 
I am going to the University of California, 
San Diego to play volleyball and study 
Biology, and learn how to become a 
pediatric dentist.  Please pray for me to be 
successful in my classes and to stay healthy 
as I play volleyball in college.  I appreciate it 
so much. 

 

 
Lily Roberts 
Cypress High School 
I am attending Orange Coast College (OCC) 
in the fall to play basketball.  I am studying 
Kinesiology and will eventually get my 
Doctorate in Sports Medicine. 
 
 
 

 

Anastasia Rosenthal 
Cypress High School 
I am planning on attending Cypress 
Community College and majoring in 
Kinesiology.  I have also accepted a position 
as a Care Manager at Sunrise Senior Living.  
Please pray for me not to get sick at my job 
and be really good at caring for others. 

Jonathan Rosenthal 
Los Alamitos High School 
Right now I will be attending Cerritos College.  
I am still figuring out what major I want to go 
into, but I’m thinking about Finance or 
Economics. 
 
 
 

Regan Roth 
Cypress High School 
I will be attending Cypress Community College 
and pursuing a degree in Physics. 
 
 
 
 

Adelee Smith 
Cypress High School 
I am hoping to attend Biola University in the 
fall to pursue a degree in Worship Art. 
 
 
 
 
 

Alyssa Stoddard 
Cypress High School 
I plan on becoming either a preschool teacher 
or a nurse by first doing my General Education 
at Cypress College and then transferring to a 
four-year university.  Please pray for me by 
just wishing me good luck as I go into my first 
year of college and that it’s not too stressful. 

Peter Werth 
Cypress High School 
I will be playing baseball at Texas Christian 
University and studying Criminal Law. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 
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Serving Our Church 

We apologize if we have missed anyone who graduated this year.  We celebrate your accomplishment and milestone 

in life and wish you great success in your future endeavors. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 Colleges and Universities 

Rebecca Oliver 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
Clinical Psychology 
Biola University  
(Rosemead School of Psychology) 

Nicki Kim 
Bachelor of Arts 
English 
University of California, Irvine 
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One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 
opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 
serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about 
our church or turn in your Connection Card, and visitors 
receive a gift.  This is one of those ministries where you are 
first to know who’s visiting our church and to greet them in 
a personal way. 
 
Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 
  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
 
 
Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to 
Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and we would like to 
have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our 
church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as people 
throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  
It only takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per 
month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both services on one 
Sunday. 
 
Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 
  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
 
 
Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out 
worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist 
with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every 3 
months), please join our team! 
 
Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 
  manchetahb@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Refreshment Ministry - Our morning Refreshment Ministry provides a light 
bite and a hot cup of coffee or tea to fend off that missed breakfast or 
tummy growl between services.  Our mid-morning break is a time for 
relaxing or catching up on news with an old friend or even to make a new 
friend as you both reach for that last chocolate nut-covered donut.  We 
need set-up and clean-up teams for each service. 
 
Leader: Marilyn Jackson (714) 749-3600 

 

Serving Our Church 

 
Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an 
interest in security or EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one 
Sunday per month. 
 
Leader: Mark Ryan  
  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Church 
 

2019-20 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Elder Board includes (left to right): John Paris, Paul Lacombe (Chairman), Jim Passmore, Lance Peterson, Mark Ancheta, 

Wayne Alves, Steve Ellis, Mike McKay, and Christian Wee.  Not pictured: Robert Matthews (The Branch Church at Los Alamitos). 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and 

talents, our funds, our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this 

church.  Neighborhood Church is a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on 

better ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which 

are: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our regular visits with our 

members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity to pray with and for them.  

2019-20 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

Our Trustee Board includes (left to right): Tony Birge, John Montanye, Dave Crotteau, Mark Ryan, and Justin Bright. 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly 

all things to enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself 

a good foundation for the time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities 

and the financial soundness of our church. 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the 

ministries of the church and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, 

marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library collection contains both informational 

and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  Materials are 

available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

The Library will re-open when church gatherings resume in person. 

Librarian:  Joanne Ladewig, library@cypresschurch.net 

Hours: Sundays, 10:15 - 11:00 am 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

When you shop on-line with Amazon, why not share the joy with Neighborhood Church? 

When you log on at:  smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the 

charity you would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to 

our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE!   

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 
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Serving Our Church 

2019 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office or 

emailing your request to Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 
 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy! 

Just collect and drop off empty bottles and cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@cypresschurch.net. 
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Serving Our Community 

 

The Mask Project - Update 

In last month’s Connections, there was a feature on many homemade masks.  The final 

count is in. . .and 491 masks were produced!  Amazing work, ladies! 

 - Pastor Justin 

 

 

 

An Opportunity to be a Blessing 

While we are limited in many ways right now, there are opportunities to do good all around us!  Prior to the current 

pandemic restrictions, a relationship was being developed between Neighborhood Church and the chaplain of the Los 

Alamitos Race Course.  There are hundreds of workers behind the scenes who live on the race course site, oftentimes 

in difficult living conditions. 

They could use some basic supplies like small bags (2 pounds) of rice or pinto beans, also toothpaste and soap.  They 

are opening a local pantry onsite for the workers and these items will keep their shelves stocked. 

Please drop these items off at the church office:  

Neighborhood  Church, Cypress campus 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

Monday-Thursday from 9am-4pm 

Sundays from 8am-12:30pm 

Thank you! 

 - Pastor Mike 

 

West Anaheim Extended Care 

Extended Care Hospital 
of Westminster 

“We received over 450 masks from the Widows Group 

at Neighborhood Church.  This amazing group of 

women worked so hard to ensure we had plenty of 

masks for our residents and staff!  We are so blessed 

and thankful to this community of generous and kind 

women!” 
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Serving Our Community 

 

 Together 

I ventured outside my home with mask in hand to visit the local Target store.  I was shocked to find so many empty 

shelves.  Oh, not toilet paper or hand sanitizer.  But the board games and playing cards were gone because families are 

having playtime together.  Paint and paint brushes wiped out because people are learning to creatively express 

themselves.  Puzzles were gone because people are challenging their minds.  Children’s books were missing because 

parents and siblings are spending time reading to each other.  And there was little exercise equipment because people 

are taking care of their bodies and physical health in their garage, outdoors, or wherever they can. 

I have never seen so many people walking, jogging, bicycling. . .entire families.  I see more sidewalk chalk in my 

neighborhood than I ever have.  Around 5:00pm EVERY evening the driveways down my street are full of families with 

their kids playing in the yard.  My friend played soccer with her son this week for the first time ever.  Another friend is 

helping their grandchild write a letter to send to the great grandparents . . .all things that should typically be a priority, 

but haven’t been. 

The coronavirus has done some very ugly things.  But today was the most comfort I have felt in the midst of this 

pandemic.  God is restoring His people in so many ways and I hope we all slow down to see the beauty in that.  I hope 

SO strongly that when this is over, we can all continue spending our time this way. . .TOGETHER. 
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Serving Our Community 

What’s in Your Cup? 

Imagine you are holding a cup of coffee when someone comes along and 

bumps into you and shakes your arm, making you spill your coffee 

everywhere. 

Why did you spill the coffee? 

“Because someone bumped into me!” 

Wrong Answer! 

You spilled the coffee because there was coffee in your cup. 

Had there been tea in the cup, you would have spilled tea. 

Whatever is inside the cup is what will spill out. 

Therefore, when life comes along and shakes you (like the coronavirus), 

whatever is inside of you will come out.  It’s easy to fake it, until you get 

rattled. 

So we have to ask ourselves. . .”What’s in my cup?” 

When life get tough, what spills over? 

Joy, gratefulness, peace, and humility? 

Anger, bitterness, harsh words, and reactions? 

Life provides the cup.  YOU choose how to fill it. 

Today, let’s work towards filling our cups with gratitude, forgiveness, joy, words of affirmation, kindness, gentleness, 

and love for others. 

 

 

 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. . . 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking, and envying each 

other.  Galatians 5:22-23,25-26 



31 

 

Serving in Missions 

GO stands for “Global Outreach.”  Our focus is to care for the missionaries that Neighborhood Church supports 

financially and/or sends out.  Our 32 missionaries (many of whom serve together with their spouses) are located 

across the globe - in the United States, Ecuador, Japan, Mexico, Honduras, Philippines, India, Portugal, Cuba, and other 

places.  They have such varied ministries - church planting, supporting indigenous tribes, teaching, evangelizing, 

preaching, and so much more.  They are God’s representatives doing a unique work wherever they currently call 

home.  

There are five members on the GO Team  (seen above) - Susan Peterson, Lance Peterson (who is the head), Jo Anne 

Sims, Christian Wee, and Jolinda Knight (not pictured).  We gather together to pray for our missionaries, make financial 

decisions, keep in contact with them to see how we can encourage them and help with their immediate and long term 

needs, and do whatever else we can along the way.  We also help plan and support the short-term missions trips and 

teams that Neighborhood Church (usually!) sends out each year. 

The fruit produced from these mission’s experiences has been far reaching and life changing for those who have gone, 

as well as for those who have prayed for and monetarily helped the youth and older folks who have gone  What a rich 

blessing all around! 

All of us on the team have been on numerous short-term missions trips and have a heart to support those on the field.  

It is a joy to serve those who serve! 

 - Susan Peterson 
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Serving in Missions 

Remembering Mincaye 

A Story of God’s Grace and Love 
By Steve Saint 

He was born into a violent “Stone Age” culture in the Amazon Rain Forest of eastern Ecuador, South America. 

Mincaye, whose name means “Wasp,” died April 28, 2020 at home in the tiny village of Tzapino of natural causes 

related to old age.  He was between 88 and 91 years of age.  Mincaye is survived by his wife Omipodae (Otter), 13 

children, 50+ grandchildren, many, many great-grandchildren, and tens of thousands of people who saw him as proof 

of God’s redeeming and transforming power. 

When “Grandfather Mincaye,” as we affectionally knew him, helped five other Waodani warriors spear my father Nate 

Saint, Jim Elliot, Pete Fleming, Roger Youderian, and Ed McCully to death on a river sandbar in 1956, there was no 

reason to believe anyone outside of his small clan and the five bereaved families would ever take note of that incident. 

Nevertheless, millions of people in North America and Europe followed radio news releases that five North American 

missionaries were missing in the Ecuadorian jungle.  For most of a week there was no word of their fate.  When a 

search party finally found their five, spear-riddled bodies, the question was, “Why?” 

The term “tragedy” accompanied virtually every radio, newspaper, and magazine article as the news of these vicious 

and seemingly senseless killings spread.  But 64 long years later, it seems clear that Genesis 50:20 was about to come 

true again.  “What man meant for evil, God meant for good.” 

There has been no greater ambassador of that message than the life of Grandfather Wasp.  Mincaye is also the main 

character in the feature film, “End of the Spear.”  When “End of the Spear” in book and movie form became available, 

Mincaye traveled around the United States and Canada telling his life story.  This amazing jungle warrior who counted 

only up to 20 on his fingers and toes, personally impacted hundreds of thousands of people in audiences as large as 

45,000.  The movie in which his life plays the leading role has now been translated into the mother tongue of 

approximately one quarter of the world’s population. 

Mincaye’s most frequent speaking theme was “We lived angry, hating and killing, ‘ononque’ (for no reason), until they 

brought us God’s markings.  Now, those of us who walk God’s trail live happily and in peace.”  Then he would often ask, 

“How long did you have God’s Markings before you brought them to us?”  “Waa, ininamai” (well, I don’t know).  

“Maybe if we had known sooner that ’Waengongi’ (the Creator) did not see it well that people should live angry, hating 

and killing for no reason, we could have walked God’s trail sooner.” 

There are people who question the motives of the five missionaries who made contact with the Waodani in 1956.  

There are some who question Mincaye’s motives in participating in 10 speaking tours to the US and Canada, trips to 

Europe, Panama, and even India.  I can only answer that I was Mincaye’s traveling companion on all of those trips.   

 Continued Page 33 
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Serving in Missions 

Continued from Page 32 

 

We traveled together, ate together, shared the same room, and spoke together.  I have known Mincaye since I was a 

little boy when he took me under his wing and had his sons teach me to blowgun hunt.  He was one of my dearest 

friends in the world.  Yes, he killed my father, but he loved me and my family.  One of my grandsons is named Mincaye. 

We will miss you, Maemae Mincaye, but we hold onto the certain hope that we will soon see you again (John 3:16). 

Continued on Page 34 
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In Loving Memory - Mincaye Enkaedi 

April 28 Abelo Mincaye Enkaedi passed away in his village of Tzapino from natural causes.  Please pray for the Waodani 

as they grieve the loss of this great Christ-following warrior made famous through the story of radical conversion from 

revenge killing warrior to God-fearing leader.  For more on Grandpa Mincaye’s life story in his own words, you can read 

about it in his book. . .Gentle Savage: Still Seeking the End of the Spear. 

 - Chet and Katie Williams 

 

Mincaye’s life is well 

documented as he was one of 

the killers of five young 

missionary men in 1956.  He 

was, truly, one of the  most 

godly men I have ever had 

the honor to meet and spend 

time with as he humbly and 

powerfully exemplified God’s 

redeeming grace. 

       - Susan Peterson 

 

On April 28, a great man of God passed into eternity.  Mincaye demonstrated a total change by receiving Christ as his 

Savior.  From a fierce warrior to a gentle and tender man.  His testimony was visible in every area of his life.  The 

friendship that developed between Mincaye and Tim Paulson (Moipa) was an example of the spiritual bond that exists 

between the children of God.  Together they could share anecdotes of their life and learn from each other.  I had the 

opportunity to host Mincaye and his stay with us was very happy!    May God give strength to his family and the hope 

we have in Christ abound in their hearts.  God Bless. 

 - Nichy Paulson (John 14) 

Serving in Missions 

This smiling man in the blue has spent his life 

between cultures - between the past and the 

future of his people.  Yet despite imaginable 

pressures to be pulled to either side, he stood in 

the gap with the purest joy which knows only 

one Source.  Grandpa Mincaye Enkeadi, you will 

always be an inspiration to me and your radiant 

smile will never leave my mind’s eye.  

Congratulations on jumping the Boa.  We will 

follow your trail and stand in the gap in our 

absence for the sake of your people and in the 

name of your Savior.  One day we will meet 

again beyond those splendorous gates. 

 - Erich Koenig 
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Serving in Missions 

And Then They Came. . . 

Our Waodani friend, “M,” arrived in the early hours with her toddler in tow, both 

masked per Ecuador’s restrictions, but this time she returned with four of her 

neighbors.  Just as they approached CENTA’s gate, a steady flow of people 

approached, as if from nowhere, to form the appropriately spaced (2 meters) line 

along CENTA’s frontage.  Even before 8:00am on Friday morning, women, men, youth, 

and a few elderly all came for help in this desperate time of continued quarantine, 

closely observing the governmentally restricted hours of curfew, 5:00am to 2:00pm. 

Food bags filled with essentials are the very practical investment which is serving as a 

catalyst to share the gospel in ways far beyond our own doing.  We are continuing our 

part by responding to the initial ask of our Waodani friends in need of food, as living in 

Shell or Puyo gives no access to their traditional jungle gardens, fishing, 

and hunting in their remote villages “inside.”  As the lockdown continues in 

Ecuador, more and more of our neighbors are coming to CENTA in 

desperate need of even the basics, with no access to earning a daily wage 

to sustain their families at home. 

Our  cup overflows. . .Our food bags are not fancy food - it is staples like: 

oatmeal, rice, lentils, noodles, a can or two of tuna, matches, salt, and 

sometimes a brick of raw sugar they make here from sugar cane (called 

panela in Spanish).  We buy at the bulk food place nearby where we have 

become familiar faces.  Friday, we made two trips to resupply with 110 

pound bags of rice, lentils, and salt along with similar sized bags of 

noodles, oatmeal, and 5 gallon jugs of cooking oil. 

In our efforts to track how far our food supplies are stretching, we figure 

that Friday, May 22, over a thousand people were fed through the bags we 

handed out.  On Tuesday, we gave out 275 bags of food, feeding a total of 

1,375 people.  We had a line that, with proper spacing, spread about a 

quarter mile.  As you can see, the need continues to rise daily.  The city 

officials showed up because we had so many people lining up or headed 

our way.  People were jogging to get in line because they are so desperate.  Fortunately, the police officials just helped 

us do crowd control rather than shut us down.  Our dear Ecuadorian brothers and sisters are all in and we are happy to 

have our friends run point and pray or visit as they are able. 

While each day seems to hold new needs and almost overwhelming challenges that come to the door, we trust that as 

the Lord provides the funds, we will continue to serve those in need. 

 - Chet and Katie Williams, Ecuador 
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Teaching Our Children 

Wednesday Nights 

Our Shine! Wednesday night program ended May 13.  We did a drive-by to 

celebrate our 6th graders (check out the pictures on page 35).  Then our Shine! 

Finale premiered on our YouTube channel at 6:00pm.  Pastor Lorena had whip 

cream pies slammed in her face as she reminded kids that God is with us no 

matter what flies our way!  We ended our night with a big Zoom party with 

over 30 participants, a Scavenger Hunt, and a slideshow of our year in pictures! 

Sunday Mornings 

Our Shine! Sunday morning kidz’ time is Zooming along.  Each Sunday morning we connect with the kids during our 

livestream.  We encourage you to worship along with your kids, listen to the message together, and then chat about 

what you heard.  Questions to help you in chatting with your family about God are posted weekly on our social media 

pages. 

We are prayerfully preparing for the time when we can resume our in-person children’s gathering.  Classrooms have 

been painted and will soon be redecorated, cleaned, and sanitized.  We are looking forward to the time when we can 

gather again.  We miss you! 

At Home 

Vacation Bible School 

July 13 - 17 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

The young adults here have a great time and are a vital part of Neighborhood Church! 

 Join us every month or two as we gather as one big party for fun, food, and fellowship!  

 Join our young adult small group that is meeting weekly to grow deeper in God, find 

great support, and learn who God has called us to be!  

 Join us as we help so many parts of the church work well!  We serve in Worship Arts, 
tech, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, greeters ministry, and more.  

Find a place to use your God-given gifts and 

join us to make a difference in our community!  

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Victor at Victor@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Our spring Life Groups are “Zoom”-ing along!  Due to the COVID-19 situation 

many of our Life Groups are currently meeting through video conferencing. 

If you would like to join a Life Group, please sign up via the church website or 

contact Pastor Kerry at Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach 

Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women 

of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!  

Join us!  

Thursday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship - We will be starting a new bible 

study in the fall.  Watch for announcements and join us then! 

Leader:   Nancy Howard (714) 522-0489 

Location:  Room 2 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00am 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.   If you would like 

information on our next adventure, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838, claytondot2@verizon.net 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Heidi Cordova, Helen 

Passmore, Linda Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to 

serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Moms in Prayer -  “Mom, will you pray for me?” 

We are women who pray together on a regular basis for children and schools.  We pray for our 

children, teachers, staff, and schools; provide hope and strength to moms who carry heavy 

burdens for their children; and pray that our schools will be directed by biblical values and high 

moral standards. 

We are taking a break for the summer, but we will be meeting again in the fall.  Watch for 

details! 

Leader:   Lynn Selden, Facilitator, mip@cypresschurch.net 

Location:  Prayer Room 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits—Are you wanting to 

be more certain you are hearing from 

God Himself?  Discerning the Voice 

of God by Priscilla Shirer is our 

ongoing study.  We are learning to 

recognize the Holy Spirit’s language 

and character to deepen our 

relationship with God using a 

workbook and several video sessions.  

Women are invited to join us any 

Sunday morning in strengthening 

their walk with God through study, fellowship, and prayer.  We also welcome visiting 

missionaries to hear updates and prayer requests. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  
Day/Time:       Sundays at 9:00am 
Where:  Room 4 
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Men’s Ministries 

 
Saturday Morning Basketball 

Come out for a fun pick-up game at the Cypress Campus Gym. 

These games, put on by our Men’s Ministry, run from 7:00 - 9:00am 
every Saturday. 

Invite your friends!   
Invite your neighbors!   

Invite your little brother! 
* Open to the Public * 

           Contact:  Lee Porteneuve     (949) 331-0854 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) -  Please join us in September when we will 

be studying “Genesis.”  Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to 

study the Bible, learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live 

for something larger than themselves.   

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st thru 12th grade) on  

    Monday nights at 6:55pm for students attending with a member of the men’s  

    study.    

 

  Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

  Location:   Worship Center     Room 2 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three 

groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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The Counseling Ministries of Neighborhood Church are designed for anyone who needs to 

talk or pray about a situation that seems too overwhelming to deal with on your own.  All 

counseling sessions are confidential. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer to have their 

personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their local church.  Our church provides 

the opportunity for professional and confidential pre-marital, marital, and individual 

counseling services on campus.  There is a fee for these services. The first session fee is 

reduced for members and regular attendees of Neighborhood Church and its branch 

churches.  Outside referrals are given when appropriate. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, LMFT #46561, ron@cypresschurch.net  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Monday - Thursday, 10:00am - 8:00pm (please call for an appointment) 

Location:        Counseling Rooms 

 

Helping the Hurting 

 

If you have lost a loved one and 
need someone to help you with the 
process of mourning or need a 
listening ear and caring heart, come 
join us as we learn how to mourn 
our losses.  You are welcome to join 
us at any time. 

 

Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

Day/Time  Thursdays, 7:00 - 9:00pm    

Location:   Room 2 

Due to COVID-19 (the coronavirus), 

GriefShare is not currently meeting.  

We are available by phone. 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

Thursday Mornings - We are on break! 

10:45am-12:15pm  

Room 1 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a one-on-one 

support ministry to help those going through or have gone through cancer along 

with their caregivers. We do not want anyone to go through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/

or pray for you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       
  

Now Meeting Thursdays on Zoom 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-
ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 
relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 
 
What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 
habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  
Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   
 
In keeping with social distancing orders by the State of California, Celebrate Recovery is not meeting in person for 
the foreseeable future.  However, we are having Zoom meetings of men’s open share group and women’s open 
share group.  If you are interested in joining one of these, contact Bob Vroon, whose email address is 
bob.vroon@verizon.net. 
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Helping the Hurting 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big 

Book and 12 & 12 (12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of 

experience, strength, and hope in sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking 

is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. (This is a semi-closed meeting. 

You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick M. (714) 826-9562 

Day/Time: Tuesdays at 6:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of 

individuals addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to 

learn how to go on with life when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or 

substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time: Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

 

 

 

 

Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Must call prior to attending these groups! 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 
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Branching Out 

I am the 

Vine. 
You are 

the 

branches. 
John 15:5 
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We are excited to be expanding our Neighborhood!  Neighborhood Church is one church with multiple branches - 

whether it’s a group like our Khmer congregation, or a different campus like Los Alamitos.  We have a new addition to 

the family: 

Branching Out 

       
       

  

 Una iglesia con un corazón para Dios 
  y para toda la gente  

● ● ● 

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por 

favor lla menos. Nos dara  un 

enorme gusto atenderlos; 

Pastor,  
Manuel F. González 

 (714)523-0112 Oficina 
 

● ● ● 
 

 

!Pronto estará en 
la comunidad 
de Cypress! 

Venga y sea 
parte de 

nuestra familia. 
 

Somos una iglesia bíblica, 
dinámica enfocada en la Palabra 

de Dios y la edificación de los 
creyentes. 

Mantenemos una adoración 
contemporánea y bíblica que 
fomenta la sana y ordenada 

adoración a Dios.  

Nuestra iglesia existe:             
"Amar a Dios,  

Amar al Prójimo 
y Hacer Discípulos" 

 
Por ahora nos puede visitar en línea a 

través de la aplicación ZOOM 

 
 Click  

https:us04web.zoom,usa/j/5309446403  
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Branching Out 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

During the COVID-19, the Khmer Neighborhood Ministries finds itself a bit frustrated just like any other congregations.  

Rev. Nareth May keeps up with the Facebook Live streaming every Wednesday and Sunday to bring spiritual messages 

to our congregation.  We praise God for these opportunities as we are now reaching more people beyond our 

neighborhood.  The messages on Facebook reach many people beyond our border.  Our leadership team does the best 

they can to regularly provide spiritual support and encouragement to each of our members.  These types of 

connections have been very positive and uplifting.  Those who receive telephone calls from us express their gratitude 

towards God and each other. 

During the lockdown, Rev. May continues to fulfill his obligation as he is a bi-vocational minister.  He is overseeing the 

renovation of a church building in Ontario.  Almost every day Rev. May faces so many challenges: from finding different 

contractors to dealing with the architect engineer, and from getting the materials for the construction to dealing with 

the city inspector(s).  But all in all, God’s grace has been abundant and all of our church members seem to be doing fine 

and continue to trust God in times such as these.   

Please pray for our ministry so we can continue to serve God’s people well.  We also keep our Cypress campus 

members in our prayers. 

 - Rev. Nareth May 
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Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

 

Branching Out 

Connecting Online 

In these days of social distancing, we are doing all we can to stay connected.  Each Sunday there is an open invitation 

for folks from the Los Al campus to gather via Zoom and re-connect for prayer before the service streams on YouTube, 

and then some continue to gather afterwards for a short while.  It is a great opportunity to pray for the online 

gathering, but also to share personal prayer requests and to re-connect with one another.  This has allowed 

opportunities to support congregants who have gone through surgery, connect with those who have moved away, and 

we even had a missionary tune in! 

Two Life Groups and a prayer group also meet via Zoom.  It is not ideal, but the technology has been a gift in these 

strange and challenging times. 

 - Pastor Justin 

Sunday Gathering Zoom Sunday Post Service Zoom 

Wednesday Night Life Group 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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Main Office:  6143 Ball Road, Cypress, CA 90630  (714) 952-3001  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 

LEADERSHIP 
CONTACT US 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerry Kaufman 
Connection and 
Discipleship  
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001  
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nareth May 
Khmer/Cambodian 
Gathering 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM: Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 

 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

 

 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 

All emails are 

@neighborhoodchurch.com 

unless otherwise stated 
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Neighborhood Church 

Cypress Campus 

Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Church 

Los Alamitos Campus 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:15am 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Church 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

Iglesia Biblica de la Comunidad 

Neighborhood Spanish Gathering 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

 

Father’s Day 

Neighborhood Church Annual Celebration 

Fourth of July Holiday 

At-Home Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Your next 

chapter is going to be 

AMAZING! 


