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Welcome to the Incredible Month of December! 

Incredible because this month we focus in on the wonder and amazement of 
God drawing near to us.  Yes, “God with us” Immanuel. 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). 

See, we are not abandoned or left to go about life alone.  We have an amazing Lord who is the “Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6-7 talks about. He not a distant deity, God is with us! 

He is near to us when life gets crazy and all we seek and need in life is found in Him.  Jesus came that we might have 
life, abundant life (John 10:10b) as we choose to believe in who He is and what He has done for us. As we draw near to 
Him, we experience a nearness to Him. 

James 4:8a Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. . .  

Christmas time is a reminder that God is near!  The holy, awesome, amazing, incredible, LORD God Almighty, who is 
not aloof or detached, but the personable, relatable, life-giving Lord who knows us and desires for us to experience 
the wonder of who He is.  

God is near to us and He sent His Son to bring us out of the dishonor of our sin, to pay our sin debt, to conquer evil’s 
grip on us.  Jesus, Immanuel, brings us back to honor, pays in full the wage of our sin, and is more powerful than evil 
and death who by grace offers us salvation from sin and adoption into His forever family. All it takes is to receive this 
gift by faith. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

This December, Christmas can be a time when we draw near to God as we embrace Immanuel.  Our prayer is you 
would experience that closeness  to Immanuel.   All December long we will be celebrating Jesus, our Immanuel and we 
hope you will be able to join in the festivities.  Each Sunday of December we will be enjoying some inspiring music, 
festive experiences, and an encouraging message from the Bible.  We will also be having our fourth annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting and some wonderful candlelight Christmas Eve services, all to experience the nearness of our wonderful 
God.  We do hope you will be able to make some room in your busy schedules and join us either in-person or online. 

Listed in the pages to follow are all the details and further information about all that is happening this December.  
Please take a look and see how we can be part of celebrating a God who is near.  Also, within these pages are great 
options to connect with God and others through Life Groups (aka small groups), Bible Studies, Support Groups, and 
more.  Our wish is you will take in some of these opportunities to grow in faith and connect with others.  

Seeking God who is near this Christmas and December along with you, 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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CHRISTMAS 

I know many of you are wondering if we will be doing Project Joy this Christmas 

season with all that is going on in the world.  I have been talking with Pastor Martin, 

our partner in Tijuana, and he feels that what is really needed this year is food for 

families.  As you can imagine, with so many people being unable to work or working 

reduced hours, there is a need for assistance. 

With that in mind, this November we will be collecting food, and/or money to buy 

food, to distribute to Tijuana families in need.  There will be information flyers to let 

you know what to purchase and it will be your choice to buy items on the list, give 

money, or do both!  Any money collected will be used to purchase food in Tijuana, 

which will also help the local community. 

Because of COVID, we will not be attending a large gathering of people in Tijuana, 

but we will need people to help bring down any food collected and possibly stay 

there to help put together the packages for distribution later.  We will be driving to 

Tijuana on Saturday, December  5. 

Please be praying for how God wants to use you this year. 

Blessings, 

Lance Peterson 

Global Outreach Team Leader  
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 CHRISTMAS 

Please Join Us  
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CHRISTMAS 

What One Thing I Am Most Grateful For At Christmas? 

There are so many things to be grateful for at Christmas: the joy of the season with familiar 

melodies in the air everywhere; putting up Christmas trees and sparkling colorful 

decorations to create a festive and nostalgic atmosphere; the smells and tastes of old family 

recipes; planning parties and family gatherings; finding that perfect gift for a loved one; 

going to the Christmas plays and concerts; and enjoying our children’s precious 

performances.   

All these wonderful traditions are in celebration of God coming to Earth as a little baby to be 

our example of how to live to prepare for eternity with Him.  The baby Jesus grew up and 

began a ministry of teaching, healing, loving, and revealing God’s plan for the future.  The religious and political 

leadership, filled with hatred and jealousy, charged Him with blasphemy and He laid down His life - fulfilling prophesy 

from Isaiah 700 years before.  His sacrifice redeemed the souls of all who place their faith in Him.  He is the GIFT of 

Christmas.   

Obviously, the world has embraced the celebration, but forgets Who is to be celebrated.  Jesus Christ the Messiah, 

promised to Adam and Eve at the beginning, whose story is foretold all through the Old Testament, observed in the 

New Testament, was crucified, risen, and taken up into heaven. He promised to return the same way to reign as King of 

kings.  This is Who we celebrate.   

The one thing I am most grateful for is that I was born into a family that knew and followed Jesus. I had the privilege of 

growing up in the faith, accepting His gift of salvation at 5 years old, seeing examples around me to guide me to know 

and follow Him.  My children were raised with the same foundations and accepted the Gift at young ages.  I realize 

there are billions who do not have that heritage.  This is humbling yet challenging to tell others about Him so they can 

know and follow Him too.  

Merry Christmas! 

 - Valerie Birge 
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CHRISTMAS 

When my oldest daughter was in the Kennedy High School choir (about 30 years 

ago), this song was sung at a Christmas performance and it was the first time I had 

ever heard it.  Her teacher was a Christian man in a public school and was able to 

have this song performed.  The song so moved me - it had all the components of 

who Jesus is for us!  I love hearing it even throughout the year! 

 - Sue Frank 
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CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Traditions 

Christmas comes in so many forms; it’s the celebration of Christ’s birth, the spirit of hope, the joy of 

giving and the memories of family traditions. 

As a young girl I remember Christmas traditions in our home to be simple, it was all about opening 

presents, my sister and I waking up as early as possible, running to the tree where we each had a 

pile, then paper flying everywhere.  Each of us receiving something significant from our list but then 

“Santa” would always leave something from his.  One year in particular my sister received a 

“dictionary” and I received a “Science Kit,” complete with a whole array of chemicals and test tubes 

and a book of instructions for experiments (way before safety labels or warnings!). To say my sister 

and I were not impressed with “Santa’s list” was an understatement, but they did create memories 

that lasted years longer than the actual gifts from our lists. 

Then there are traditions triggered by food memories and ours began with breakfast.  As a young child those flavors of 

Christmas breakfast were as much of the anticipation as the presents around the tree.  It was the one thing everyone at 

the table enjoyed.  In fact, I do not think I ever remember not having my grandmother’s Christmas coffee cake at a 

Christmas breakfast.  It was the centerpiece of the table, always sitting high on a beautiful crystal plate; it was as 

glorious to look at as it was to taste.  

The coffee cake was all handmade from memory, start to finish.  In fact, she swore there was no recipe, just the sheer 

magic of grandma’s touch.  But, somehow, that non-recipe was passed on down to my mom when grandma was no 

longer with us.  Still the centerpiece of the table, and when tasted, the flavor memory did not disappoint.  It was as if 

grandma had delivered a gift from heaven. 

As years went on and our family began to expand by households, my mom began to supply two coffee cakes at the 

table.  This way we were assured carefully divided portions to take home and enjoy a second helping the day 

after.  This year will be a new chapter in our Christmas breakfast tradition as my mom recently went to heaven and so 

it will be my turn to do my magic and deliver the centerpiece on Christmas morn. 

Traditions are important, in fact, vital for love of family.  They easily tie generations together, and for that you should 

ask your family as you sit with one another at Christmas this year, “what fond Christmas traditions do they remember, 

enjoy, and look forward to?”  I think you might be surprised, if not touched, by what they share.  

In preparing to answer the question “What is a cherished family tradition from your childhood?” I was curious what my 

three (adult) kids would say and they all answered separately with the same memory.  They told me it was the way we 

celebrate Christmas dinner together at the table, it’s decorated like no other time of the year, the food is like no other 

meal of the year, and no matter how many attend, the table includes everyone like no other time of the year.  It has 

been important to me to treat Christmas dinner as a gift to my family.  From decorations to place settings, from lighting 

to menu, I want them each to feel special.  And so I am blessed that they, in turn, remember those times as our family 

Christmas tradition. 

 - Sandy Walker 
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CHRISTMAS 

 Sharing Ourselves at Christmas 

For the last 45 years, I have had the blessing of being able to share with many friends 

each Christmas.  I make candy, and I make lots of it each year.  My two “signature” 

candies are my grandmother’s family recipe of the most delicious English Toffee ever, and 

my mother’s melt-in-your-mouth peanut butter balls. 

When I was young and first started making the candy, I worked together with my mom 

each Christmas.  In more recent years, I have had the wonderful blessing of working 

together with my daughter-in-law, Nguyet, and now including our two granddaughters, 

Lily and Willow.  What a joy it is to share this special time and treats with these three 

precious girls.  We get quite a routine going between the making and then the packaging 

of the candies.  When I say we make a lot, I really mean it.  We generally make enough to package 50 or more boxes, 

and we love every minute of it! 

The real fun comes, though, when we deliver the candy and see the joy in the faces of our friends.  As Pastor Mike 

McKay announced in church last year, he knows it’s Christmas when he gets my candy. 

Is it a lot of time, energy, and work?  Absolutely!  Is it my favorite thing to do all year?  Absolutely!  Seems like such a 

small gift to give, and yet that is what keeps us connected to old friends we sometimes only see when I deliver candy 

each Christmas.   

It is indeed a blessing to be able to continue this tradition,  and the best blessing is sharing these precious days making 

the candy with my three girls. 

 - Helen Passmore 
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Prayer 

 

 

December's Theme:  Adoration 

 

For the next four weeks, the Prayer Team will explore with you and explain the four steps of prayer: Adoration, 

Confession, Thanksgiving, and Intercession.  Our hope is to equip you and ignite in you a passion to pray with your 

heart, mind, soul, and spirit (as we begin to leave the year 2020 and enter into 2021).  Please feel free to save this 

page and utilize it as a resource for your prayer life.  

ADORATION is defined as worshipping (showing great reverence, honor and respect) and loving deeply and God Alone 

is worthy of our adoration (Revelation 22:8,9).  From scripture we learn "the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:23-24).  

What is adoration as it applies to seeking the Lord in prayer?  Adoration opens our hearts to bow at the feet of the 

Lord and seek Him, His presence, and His glory and it excludes the cares of this world and our wants.  

A reverential, heartfelt Biblical example of adoration is demonstrated by King David of Israel in the presence of all the 

assembly:  

1 Chronicles 29: 10-13:  Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: “Blessed 

are You, O Lord, the God of Israel our Father, forever and ever.  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, 

O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all. In Your 

hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  And now we thank You, our 

God, and praise Your glorious name. 

Jesus also gave an example of this to His disciples when one asked “Lord, teach us to pray ..."  “Jesus replied : 'And he 

said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be Your name." (Luke 11:1, 2). 

Adoration  honors the Lord God Almighty, for Who He is and places Him in His rightful position as God Most High. 

Adoration is God's time, it exalts Him, gives Him the glory, and brings about an awareness of His presence.  Adoration 

also takes our eyes off of ourselves, lifts our eyes from the battles within and without to the Victor, changes us and 

helps build faith, resulting in a peaceful heart, mind, soul, and spirit. 

 

 
O Come Let Us Adore Him! 

For He Alone is Worthy, 

Let us pray for you, too! Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 
The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

In the darkness, we were waiting 

Without hope, without light 

‘Til from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfill the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 

 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 
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Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

Merry Christmas! 
From the Neighborhood Church Staff 

To You and Your Family 
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“Social distancing” has become a term and way of life that we’ve become far too comfortable with in the last year.  In 

addition to having to stay distant from those outside our social bubble, many of us feel distant from God.  The weight 

of 2020 has been crushing, including crushing our souls.  While this feeling of distance from God may be new to some 

of us, it’s a common feeling to many.  In fact, it’s reality for all of us until God takes the initiative to come near to us. 

The most profound and inspiring approach of God wasn’t visiting Abraham or meeting Moses on Mt Sinai.  It wasn’t the 

visions of Daniel or John on the isle of Patmos, either.  It was when God squeezed Himself into the body of an infant. 

When the second person of the Trinity, God the Son - Jesus - was born of the Virgin Mary.  This was when God has 

come nearest. 

Join us this Christmas season as we shake off the effects of “social distancing,” knowing God has come near and He is 

reaching out to us even today. 
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Serving Our Church 

Journey to the Manger 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (Rich Fieger) and the Abominable Snowman (Jon Wyatt) 

presented the new Journey to the Manger (advent calendar) designed to help us keep Christ in 

the center of Christmas.  The book comes with a poster, stickers, daily story, activities for 

younger and older children, scripture, and kids activity pages. 

Journey to the Manger will be available to everyone beginning Sunday, November 22. 

How’s Your Bible Reading Going? 

If it’s not happening, then no matter how smart you are and no matter how 

smart the people you hang out with are, you are missing the most important 

voice.  If you don’t know how to read your bible, there are many resources 

available to you.  Check out our YouTube, website, or contact one of our 

pastors to help you through the process. 

Pastor Justin 

Has Asked 

the Awkward 

Question: 
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2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Jim Passmore, Mark Ancheta 
Middle Row (left to right): Lance Peterson, Nick Stonoha, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, Steve Ellis, John Paris 
 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Cypress Church is a true 

jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better ways to 

measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, 

Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and 

appreciate the opportunity to pray with and for them.  

Serving Our Church 
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2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 
 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 
 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  

 
To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

Trustees Update 

Since our last report, the Trustees are happy to report that a large amount of the parking lot repairs have been 

completed.  The 20 albizia trees have been removed and replaced with 20 crape myrtle trees.  The several areas of the 

parking lot asphalt that had been pushed up by the albizia tree roots have been repaired, and the other deteriorated 

areas of the lot have been patched.  Lord willing and if the weather cooperates, by the time this article is published, 

the entire parking lot will have been seal-coated and re-striped.  Thank you again for your faithful giving to make this 

project possible! 

We were also able to replace the flooring in children ministry Rooms 7 and 12 (see photos below). 

.    

Room 7     Room 12 

As many of you know, the church marquee that was located on Ball Road fell down during strong winds on November 

7. We are very thankful that no one was injured when that happened.  We are beginning the process with the City of 

Cypress and sign contractors to get a replacement marquee as soon as we can.  Please pray as we navigate this 

process. We continue to work towards getting the updated Neighborhood Church sign up on the front of the building, 

which should be done in the near future.  Again, it is because of your faithful and cheerful giving unto the Lord that we 

can do these and future projects and continue proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our neighborhood!  If you have 

any questions, please email Tony Birge at TrusteeBirge@neighborhoodchurch.com. 
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Serving Our Church 

We are slowly but surely painting, cleaning, and replacing toys and CARPETS!   The Preschool and Kinder room (Room 7) 

and the Toddler room (Room 12) have been completed.  Shout out to the Trustee Board who coordinated the carpeting, 

and to Sandi Tavizon Bustos and Crystal Ives who decorate the rooms!  I am so excited! 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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Serving Our Church 

One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 

opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 

serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about our church or 

turn in your Connection Card, and visitors receive a gift.  This is one of 

those ministries where you are first to know who’s visiting our church and 

to greet them in a personal way. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We 

have seven front doors and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome 

families and guests to our church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as 

people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 

minutes if you could do both services on one Sunday. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, 

help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit 

to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our team! 

 

Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 

  manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or 

EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one Sunday per month. 

 

Leader: Mark Ryan  

  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Church 

What is a QR Code? 

A QR code, or “quick response code”, is a code that is quickly 

readable by a cell phone.  Basically, a QR code works the same 

way as a barcode in the supermarket.  Every QR code consists of 

a number of black squares and dots which represents certain 

pieces of information.  When your smartphone scans this code, 

it translates that information in something that can easily be 

read and understood. 

Your phone’s camera may have trouble scanning the code if it’s 

tilted at an angle.  Make sure your camera is level with the 

surface the code is printed on.  If you are holding your phone 

too close or too far away, it won’t scan the code. 

To enable QR code scanning on your phone, open your settings app, select camera, and find “Scan QR Codes” and 

enable it by making sure the switch is green. 

Then you are ready to use the Neighborhood Church QR Code at our in-person gatherings on Sunday.  After scanning 

the code, you will have immediate access to sermon notes and the study guide, Neighborhood Church News, and 

more!  This is another way to connect and get encouraged, so give it a try! 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 
 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty water bottles and 

soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

Early October Jacque took two carloads, a total of 160 pounds, to the recycling center!  Wow!  Thank you!  The money 

received from these collections will be donated to our various ministries (missions, youth, children, etc.)   

So if you haven’t joined us yet,  join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

2020 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office at 

Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We have Neighborhood Church envelopes for those who are interested.  They are available in the church lobby at the 

Welcome Desk or you may contact Shannon at (714) 952-3001 to arrange a time to pick them up. 

As a reminder, if you would like to have giving credit on your 2020 statement, all money needs to be in the church 

office by December 31, 2020.  There is a mail slot on the east door for any after hours drop offs. 

Thank you all for your loving hearts and generous ways.  Neighborhood Church is blessed by each of you. 
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Serving Our Church 

When you shop on-line with Amazon  for the holidays, why not share with 

Neighborhood Church? 

When you log on at:  smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the 

charity you would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to 

our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE to you! 

Neighborhood Church has received over $675 from you shopping on Amazon during the 

first nine months of 2020!   

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the 

ministries of the church and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, 

marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library collection contains both informational 

and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  Materials are 

available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

Our library is not yet open.  However, if you would like library service, you may contact 

our librarian, Joanne Ladewig, at library@neighorbhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Community 
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Serving Our Community 
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Serving Our Community 

From Unlikely to Extraordinary 

There is much we could do in our world, even extraordinary things, if we would work together with others.  Yes, we are 

all different.  Sometimes very different might be age-related, ethnicity, gender, education, political party, ability, 

wealth, and worldview.  Yet, we can come together to accomplish the extraordinary. 

The Bible in I Samuel 17:1-54 speaks of David, an unlikely simple shepherd who slays a giant and joins with the Israeli 

army to defeat their enemy. 

Rahab, a prostitute, does the unlikely and hides some of Israel’s spies giving aid to God’s plan (see Joshua 2:1-3 and 

6:17-25).  What is extraordinary is that she is mentioned in the line of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and noted for her faith in 

Hebrews 11:31. 

Even Jesus is born to an unlikely engaged couple (Luke 2:26-28) as the extraordinary happened that the Son of God was 

born of humanity (Philippians 2:5-8). 

God does bring the unlikely together, and instead of noticing all our differences, let’s look for ways we can work 

together. 

Hebrews 10:24 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works. 

I Corinthians 1:10 “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there 

be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

I Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

Our world does not need more division, and though we are different, we can come together to help the needy, 

encourage the faint-hearted, feed the hungry,  love our neighbors, and build our communities.  They need you and you 

need them.  Sure, it’s an unlikely pairing, but extraordinary things happen when people connect.  Who could you 

connect with today? 

 - Pastor Mike 
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Serving Our Community 

More Creative Cooking with Pastor Mike 

Mike had some fun combinations to share with us that he has been working one.  They are two different things that 

when put together make something amazing, kind of odd couples of the culinary of life. 

The first thing he prepared was a jam and bacon sandwich that is a favorite of his.  

The sandwich is made on croissant loaf with strawberry jam (a favorite), cream 

cheese, and bacon.  It looked awesome and according to Mike, “tastes so 

amazing!” 

The next recipe was fairly easy.  It involved simply pouring maple syrup (real 

maple, not imitation) on vanilla ice cream.  The taste, Mike said, is incredible - the 

creaminess of the ice cream, the wonderful flavor of maple. 

But what he was most excited to share was his recipe for avocado chocolate 

mousse.  It’s two tastes that he thought would never go together.  Once blended, 

it was beautiful and amazing! 

“As I’ve been thinking about these food pairings, I’ve often wondered about 

ourselves.  We as people are so incredibly different.  We have different tastes, 

different ideas, different thoughts, different genders, different political 

persuasions, different ethnicities.  And yet, God calls us to be together.  John 13:34 

says we are to love one another regardless of where we are at.  And Colossians 

3:14 says to put on love which builds everything in unity.  God wants us to be 

together in unity and yet there’s been so much dividing us these days, especially 

our nation right now in the midst of all this political stuff and even how to handle the coronavirus.  We just need some 

unity.  We need some love.  And it takes effort.  I Corinthians 1:10 says let there be no divisions be among you. Romans 

12:16 says to live in harmony.  And God’s calling us to be together.  That means we need to let love reign.  Love builds 

that wonderful, incredible bond of peace with us and pulls it together in unity.  If ever a people needed to come 

together, it’s now. 

It takes effort to put together and some creativity to try to put together these food combinations, and so it is with us.  

We need to creatively come together, love each other, ask a lot of questions and learn from each another, and grow in 

that.  Let’s be like these two diverse things that come together and make something amazing. 

 - Pastor Mike 

 

If you would like to view Mike’s complete cooking video, you can find it on Facebook under “Neighborhood Church” or 

on the “Neighborhood  Church Cypress” YouTube channel. 
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Serving Our Community 

Continuing our Year of Serving, we are building Care Packs.  On November 22 care packs were assembled outside the 

front of our Cypress and Los Alamitos campuses.  Included in the packs were socks, fruit snacks, gum, water bottles, 

granola bars, and crackers. 

Thank you to everyone who dropped off donations, to those who stuffed the care packs, and to all who took care 

packs to hand out to those less fortunate in this holiday season. 

Please let us know how God blessed others through you with the care packs by emailing your story to Pastor Mike at 

Mike@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Care Packs 
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Serving in Missions 

What Are You Thankful For? 

The Williams family has much to share that we are grateful for.  Here are 

some highlights: 

We are thankful for the ways the Lord continues to reveal His plans for our 

foundation, CENTA, in Ecuador.  Since COVID, we celebrate the new Waodani 

church gathering on the property each Sunday!  We praise God for the 

connections made across governmental systems during the pandemic 

lockdown, being uniquely placed to be the hands and feet of Jesus; sharing 

daily food provisions to hundreds, meeting government officials and sharing 

the vision of CENTA in ways FAR beyond our human possibilities!  How 

wonderful to demonstrate the love of Christ to tribal people n multiple 

provinces during complete lockdown in Ecuador!  God still performs miracles! 

We are thankful that our older two kids, Tanner and Brooklin, were able to 

spend the COVID lockdown together and in California with Grandma Williams.  

What began as a week-long Spring break from college, ended up as a five 

month season of caring for Grandma during her 93rd year and taking college 

classes online!  What a blessing to know our kids were uniquely placed for such an unprecedented time. 

We are thankful for our 18 years of ministry in Ecuador and the national relationships that God brought to even 

deeper levels during this season of pandemic. 

We are grateful for YOU!  Your prayers, partnership, and support encourage us every day!  God is SO good! 

 - Chet, Katie, Tanner, Brooklin, and Skyler Williams, CENTA 

    Ecuador 

 

We are thankful for all of you at the Neighborhood Church.  All of you have been such an 

encouragement to us in our ministry to internationals.  Your faithful prayers and support over 

the years have been a real blessing.  Also, when we have been there for home assignment, all 

of you, including the staff, have made us feel so welcome!  We love you! 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis 



34 

 

Serving in Missions 

Hip Replacement is a Success! 

On Wednesday, November 4 I had my hip replacement surgery and I returned home the following day.  Friday I had my 

first physical therapy session in our house.  Initially, I was moving slowly and tentatively.  Now I am still slow, but I am 

learning how to use a walker.  I tire out if I stand or walk too much.  The pain was the worst Saturday and Sunday when 

the hospital meds wore off.  Now I have occasional discomfort, but usually no pain.  I will be following up with my 

surgeon soon.  My wife and son have been wonderful in caring for me.  I can’t fathom how a person can have this 

surgery and not have another individual helping them in their recovery.  I am also fortunate that I can continue to 

equip leaders via the internet during this time. 

Once COVID is over, I am planning on several trips to Cuba and Pakistan where I will help churches reach out to 

Muslims. 

Please ask God to: 

1. Grant me wisdom on when I should start traveling outside the USA. 

2. Use me mightily in the lives of leaders whom I am equipping via the internet. 

3. Keep my heart open to whatever He wants me to do. 

4. Direct my steps as I prepare for year-end fundraising. 

5. Heal my body from the hip replacement surgery. 

 - Bruce and Sue Camp, DualReach 
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Serving in Missions 

Changing Lives During COVID-19 

Holly’s main focus this semester, besides sitting beside our children with online learning, has been to train college 

students that attend various universities in the valley.  Each week they are meeting to learn how to become disciple-

makers and take steps of faith with their peers on campus or online. 

Bridgette attends Grand Canyon University and is a Resident Assistant in the dorms.  One week she couldn’t attend our 

group because a resident named Maddie came to her room pouring out her heart that she didn’t know what she 

believed about God.  She was raised in a Christian home and went to a Christian school, but in High School wanted 

nothing to do with religion.  She saw herself as agnostic, yet admitted that before she engaged in sin she’d 

contemplate “Would God approve of this?” 

Bridgette felt led by the Spirit to take her through the first lesson on the gospel in the “Disciple to Disciplemaker” 

curriculum Holly was teaching through.  When the topic of confessing sin came up, Bridgette felt led to confess her sin 

first.  Maddie started crying and said she’d never seen a Christian be honest like that.  She was raised in a very 

condemning, “holier than thou” environment.  Bridgette’s vulnerability to confessing her sin first gave Maddie the 

courage to confess her own sins.  Though she felt ashamed, she wanted to get right with God.  She was ready to fully 

surrender and invite Jesus into her life.  Now, Bridgette will continue to disciple Maddie as she begins her new life in 

Christ! 

Bridgette has pulled out the Discipleship curriculum more than once, using it as her guide to share the gospel with her 

residents.  In a time when Holly can’t be on campus to share the gospel, it is exciting to see that training others is 

bearing fruit! 

Since many campuses are not allowing clubs to meet on campus due 

to COVID, Holly has also been recording talks for campuses to use on 

their Cru Zoom gatherings so that students can still grow spiritually 

while social distancing. 

Though COVID might make ministry challenging, we are finding ways 

to minister to others and seeing God change lives!  Thank you for 

partnering with us as we continue to find creative ways to train 

students and reach others with the Gospel! 

Please pray that we know how to best bless and care for our neighbors 

in this holiday season.  We are continuing to try to intentionally live 

out the principles in the book, The Art of Neighboring which helps us 

think of ways to engage with our neighbors. 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 
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Teaching Our Children 

Baptism 

It’s the end of 2020 and although it has been difficult and most of us are ready for it to be over, I am super excited to 

see how God is at work in the lives of children during this pandemic! 

In November, we had four children decide to get baptized and tell the world that they have chosen to follow Jesus!  

Praise God! 

Some time in mid-October, one of those children approached me and shared with me that they wanted to get baptized 

because they wanted to obey Jesus.  My heart was overjoyed!  I decided to open up this opportunity to other children 

and set up a baptism class.  A few other children responded and as a class, they went through a booklet called, 

“Baptism: A Bible Study Workbook for Kids.”  Here’s a summary of what they learned: 

• People get baptized to tell others they have joined God’s family and to show they are doing what Jesus wants 

them to do. 

• People who have joined God’s family can be baptized. 

• A person is baptized in water by another believer, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and 

while other people are watching. 

The children also learned that baptism is a picture of the believer dying with Christ.  As a person is lowered into the 

water, that gives a picture of Christ dying and us dying to ourselves with Him.  As a person is raised out of the water, 

that gives a picture of Christ raising from the dead and raising us to new life.  Romans 6:4 says, “So when we were 

baptized, we were buried with Christ and shared his death.  We were buried with him so that we could live a new life, 

just as Christ was raised from death by the wonderful power of the Father.” 

I am so excited to see these children grasp the love of Christ for them! 

 - Pastor Lorena 

One of our favorite Halloween Party costumes! 
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Teaching Our Children 

 

December’s Memory Verse 

The word became a man and lived among us. 

John 1:14a 
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Discipling Our Students 
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Discipling Our Students 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

The young adults here have a great time and are a vital part of Neighborhood Church! 

• Join us every month or two as we gather as one big party for fun, food, and 
fellowship!  

• Join one of our young adult small groups, meeting weekly to grow deeper in God, 

find great support, and learn who God has called us to be!  

• Join us as we help so many parts of the church work well! We serve in Worship 
Arts, tech, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, greeters ministry, and more.  

Find a place to use your God-given gifts and join us to make a difference in our 
community!  
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Sharing Our Lives 

Join a Life Group! 

  

With many Life Groups throughout our local 

neighborhoods, God is working to connect and 

grow people here!  These pictured Life Groups 

still have space available for you!   

Our Winter LG Season starts in January.  Be sure 

to log onto neighborhoodchurch.com/join-a-lg 

for Life Groups, information, resources, and 

more! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach 

Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women 

of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, December 1! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship - We will be starting a new Bible 

study on February 4, 2021.  Watch for announcements of the next book of the Bible we will be 

studying.  Hope you can join us then! 

Leader:   Nancy Howard (714) 522-0489 

Location:  TBD 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00am 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Mary Sue Komulaine’s home on Saturday, December 19 at 2:00pm.  Please bring a small 

dessert to share and a favorite, funny, or best Christmas memory.  If you would like 

information on this fun-filled afternoon, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Heidi Cordova, Helen 

Passmore, Linda Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to 

serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits - Would you like to understand the names God uses for 

Himself?  Do you know how El Elyon differs from Adonai?  Join us to study the 

majesty of who God says He is using the book and video series, The Power of 

God’s Names.  Pastor Tony Evans is the author of this dynamic study, 

revealing God’s character through His Names. 

Women are invited to join us in-person at church with a Zoom option (we hope) 

in the near future for those who are staying home for now. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  

Day/Time:       Sundays at 10:30am 

Where:  Room 2 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Celebr  e!  

BLOOM Women’s Ministry Presents: 

BLOOM women’s ministries presented CELEBRATE on Saturday, 

November 14 outside at Neighborhood Church - a time of cele-

brating Jesus, one another, and life.  Thirty women gathered to-

gether basking in the absolutely beautiful weather while enjoying 

a few hours of fellowship, worship, snacks, crafts, laughter, 

games, and discussion time. 

Each take-home tote bag was packed with various festively deco-

rated packages to open, use, and create with.  We made pumpkin 

succulents, a Christmas bracelet, a map décor piece and map 

bookmark, and a lovely beaded charm bracelet.  We sang worship 

songs.  We played Christmas bingo (with Hershey Kisses for mark-

ers), Name that Cake, and Would You Rather.  We shared our funniest holiday mishaps.  We discussed and got great 

ideas for how we can re-imagine the holidays this year, how we can love one another when we can’t, perhaps, physi-

cally be with one another, and basically how we can celebrate Jesus, one another, and life in the midst of this year. 

It is so easy to focus on the bad and just see that, and it’s foolish not to acknowledge the bad.  So, perhaps some peo-

ple’s celebrations are tinged with somberness.  But, perhaps some are able right now to celebrate and do a full happy 

dance. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4: 

 1  There is a time for everything 

     And a season for every activity under the heavens; 

 2  a time to be born and a time to die, 

     a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

 3  a time to kill and a time to heal, 

     a time to tear down and a time to build, 

 4  a time to weep and a time to  laugh, 

     a time to mourn and a time to dance. . . 
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We celebrate because He is always for us, not 

against us.  Neither death nor life (and for 

today - neither pandemic nor political 

happenings), neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

We celebrate because the steadfast love of the 

Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to 

an end; they are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

We celebrate because the Lord is my strength and shield.  I trust him with 

all my heart.  He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy.  I burst out in 

songs of thanksgiving. (Psalm 28:7) 

Theodore Roosevelt said, “Comparison is the thief of joy.”  This year will look different than previous years.  So maybe 

we don’t compare.  Maybe we pray and seek, “Lord, how can this year be a good one?  Would you please help me to 

see it and serve you in it?”  He will because He is faithful. 

Martin Luther said, “You cannot keep birds from flying over your head, but you can keep them from building a nest in 

your hair.”  We have choices as to how to look at circumstances, and more than that, we have a God who  loves us, 

completely and always.  No one - no government, no plague - can take that away.  We have much to celebrate in Him.  

So, what if we were to shift our 

focus from our circumstances 

onto Jesus? 

Let’s take some time this 

season to celebrate Jesus.  In 

fact, let’s take a lot of time for 

that!  To celebrate Jesus, to 

celebrate one another, and to 

celebrate life (even in the midst 

of. . .). 

 - Susan Peterson 
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This is my mom’s family recipe for cheese pie.   

She used to make it at every holiday, and now I do.  

George and Rebecca Adams 

(Rebecca is a member of our Trustee Board) 
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SALTED CHOCOLATE PRETZEL BARK 
From Janis Lacombe 

About 8 ounces (half of a 1 pound bag of pretzels) to cover the pan 

1 cup (2 sticks of butter) 

1 cup packed light brown sugar 

2 cups semisweet chocolate chips 

Sea salt 

  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.   
Line an 11x17 inch baking sheet with aluminum foil or parchment paper.  
Spread pretzels onto baking sheet. 
 
In saucepan combine the butter and brown sugar over medium-low heat. 
Cook and stir until sugar is dissolved and mixture is thickened about 5-8 minutes.  
Pour mixture over pretzels. 
 
Bake for 5 minutes.  
 
Remove and sprinkle chocolate chips over pretzel mixture.  
Bake for 1 minute more.  
 
Gently spread softened chocolate around and lightly sprinkle 
with sea salt.  
 
Cool until set, 2 or 3 hours or you can put it in the 
refrigerator.  
 
Break into pieces to serve. 
 

Paul and Janis Lacombe 

(Paul is the Chair of our Elder Board) 
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MMLT Presents: 

Starting in January,  all men are invited to join the Men’s Ministry virtual Bible study of the Book of Revelation.  The 

study consists of reading a passage in Revelation and then sharing your thoughts and/or questions on the passage via 

text in the GroupMe app. 

We will begin with a Zoom meeting on Thursday, January 7 at 7pm.  To join, please email any of the men below: 

  Mark Ancheta  manchetahb@gmail.com 

  Glen Asman   asmanoga2@gmail.com 

  Wayne Alves   cars4wayne@gmail.com 

  Craig Barnes   bbbbarnescraig@aim.com 

  Bob Kabelitz   bbkabelitz@gmail.com 

  Brent  Theodore  brent.k.theodore@gmail.com 

 

Please  Join  Us! 
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Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) “Beginnings: A Study of Genesis.”  We will 

discover how Abraham’s blessing applies today.  Each week men 18 years of age 

and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, and be 

challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.   

We are starting the year on Zoom.  You will be notified when (if) we transition back 

to “normal” in-person meetings.    

 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Zoom Meeting     Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 

MMLT - Men’s Ministry Leadership Team is working to share the gospel by connecting men with other men through 

bible studies and various events.  The team consists of Mark Ancheta, Glen Asman, Wayne Alves (facilitator), Craig 

Barnes,  Bob Kabelitz, and Brent Theodore. 
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The Counseling Ministries of Neighborhood Church are designed for anyone who needs to 

talk or pray about a situation that seems too overwhelming to deal with on your own.  All 

counseling sessions are confidential. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer to have their 

personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their local church.  Our church provides 

the opportunity for professional and confidential pre-marital, marital, and individual 

counseling services on campus.  There is a fee for these services. The first session fee is 

reduced for members and regular attendees of Neighborhood Church and its branch 

churches.  Outside referrals are given when appropriate. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, LMFT #46561, ron@cypresschurch.net  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Monday - Thursday, 10:00am - 8:00pm (please call for an appointment) 

Location:        Counseling Rooms 

 

Helping the Hurting 

 

       
  Men’s and Women’s Open Share Groups Meeting In-Person! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-

ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and rela-

tionships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 

What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 

habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  

Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   

Open share groups are meeting in-person, but participants may also join these meetings via Zoom.  If you want a 

Zoom invitation, contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or call (717) 951-9006. 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-

based group and/or a one-on-one support 

ministry to help those going through or have 

gone through cancer along with their 

caregivers. We do not want anyone to go 

through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various 

opportunities to get together and/or pray for 

you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

We are now on holiday break.   

We will start again on January 14. 
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Branching Out 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

No one can deny that we live in tumultuous times.  In such a time, it is very easy to lose focus and forget that God is at 

work and in control. 

Daniel 2:21 (NKJV) reminds us:  And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; 

He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding. 

Our job is to live out our Christian life fully and faithfully. The great commission should still be carried out and 

remember these warnings as we live and make decisions: 

Isaiah 5:20-21 NIV:  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. 

Romans 1:32 NIV:  Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not 

only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

Our hope is God alone, that’s why Jesus came and why we celebrate his birth during Christmas season. As God’s 

people we can still rejoice in God’s eternal forgiveness that we received through his grace on the cross. Our future 

is assured and guaranteed. 

Habakkuk 3:16-18 NIV:  I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and 

my legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us. Though the fig tree 

does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though 

there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

 

Ministry Update:  Praise God we have more folks joining us for live service in Room 206 every Sunday morning.  

Reverend May and a few elders are making plans to meet once per week to outreach.  Please pray for a fruitful 

endeavor.  May God bless everyone as we head into the Christmas season.  
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Branching Out 

Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

 

Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

Changes are afoot in Shine! Kidz at the Los Alamitos campus! 

Miss Christine (Theodore), the Children’s Director, is teaching young and old alike 

through the Bible on Sunday mornings during the main Sunday gathering.  But, as 

families are coming back to church and we are getting our footing more and more, it’s 

time to open up the children’s ministry at the Los Alamitos campus. 

To get things rolling, Miss Christine called in some reinforcements.  In addition to her 

regular team, Miss Christine has enlisted the help of Miss Jen (Matthews) to 

administrate and help get the children’s ministry roaring forward as well as leading and 

training the great team of children’s workers. 

In case you are wondering, our teachers will be wearing masks and our protocols will be in alignment with the local 

schools 

Please pray for us as we have exciting times ahead! 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Solution:  1) National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1989), 2) Polar Express (2004), 3) Elf (2003), 4) 

Miracle on 34th Street, (1947) 5) Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964), 6) A Christmas Story (1983), 7) 

Home Alone (1990), 8) How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000), 9) The Santa Clause (1994), 10) It’s A 

Wonderful Life (1946), 11) Die Hard (1988),  12) A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965) 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @Neighborhood Church unless otherwise noted) 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection & 
Discipleship 
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 

 

Halli Kim 
Graphics Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:15am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

4th Annual Tree Lighting 

Project Joy Delivery to Mexico 

Next Steppers Christmas Party 

Shine! Kidz Party 

Youth Group Christmas Party 

Christmas Eve Gatherings 

Life Groups Begin (Winter Session) 

Men’s Ministry Virtual Bible Study 

Main Office:  6143 Ball Road, Cypress, CA 90630  (714) 952-3001  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 


