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Wait.  What??  It’s August!  

Where Did the Summer Go? 

Yes, it’s true.  The summer. . .well, is over. . .and school around here gets into full swing during this month of August 

either online or in-person.  So, August, for many, is saying goodbye to sleeping in, lazing around, and only thinking 

about what new adventure the day may bring.  It’s time for getting up early, following a schedule, expanding our mind 

with learning, and that will usually mean completing homework!  But along with that is the fun of new classes, new 

school supplies and maybe clothes.  This year we are not sure what conditions will allow connecting with old friends or 

making new friends, but knowing we serve a loving and good God, this month, this time of year will bring on some 

new adventures.  

August is also a month packed full of other fun things like National Mustard Day (August 1), National Ice Cream 

Sandwich Day (August 2), National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day (August 4), National Friendship Day (August 4), Root 

Beer Float Day (August 6), Bowling Day (August 8), National S’mores Day (August 10), National Lazy Day (August 10), 

National Lemonade Day (August 20), Bow Tie Day (August 28), and National Trail Mix Day (August 31).  Wow, that’s a 

lot going on in August! 

August just happens to be one month into our church’s fiscal year.  Each year we seek to reach God’s vision to help 

people thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.  Within the pages of this magazine you will find some exciting 

opportunities; opportunities for some amazing adventures.  Adventure in the worship of our incredible God, 

adventures as we serve our community and church using our God-given abilities, adventures in being open to the Holy 

Spirit’s work to grow us, adventures as we connect with others and belong, as well as adventures as we reach out to 

our neighbors, community and beyond with the life-changing message of Jesus, and adventures as we help the 

hurting, those who are the least, last, and lost.  We can follow the example of the Good Samaritan (Luke 11:25-37) as 

we love our neighbors.  August is going to be a great start to a wonderful year here at Neighborhood Church! We sure 

hope you will be part of our loving church family. 

Enjoying the great month of August with you, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Gentleness 

What is Gentleness? 

I think being gentle is an action expressed through words, acts of kindness, and it requires 

having a strong heart.  I think gentleness and kindness walk hand-in-hand.  Both are fruits of 

the spirit.  Mother animals are known for adopting other species.  I really like cats and have 

seen vlogs on YouTube of mother cats nursing baby skunks, baby porcupines, puppies, a rat 

and even baby squirrels.  I’m sure they don’t even think about what they are doing, it’s just a 

God given instinct yet it is gentle and kind.  

When it comes to person-to-person interactions, the words we use can be harsh or gentle.   

The Bible states in Proverbs 15:1 “A soft (gentle) answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word 

stirs up anger.”  When someone is screaming and displaying anger, it’s best to remain calm 

and respond with gentle words.  When we yell back with screaming accusations that only 

serves to pour fuel on the fire.  I don’t know about you, but that just makes me want to run the other direction.  When 

we respond gently nine times out of ten, the other person calms down.  This has been my experience.   

Ephesians 4:32 tells us to “be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other just as God also in Christ 

forgave you.“  So, gentleness is a necessary ingredient of forgiveness.  There is strength in gentleness because it 

requires showing sympathy and compassion for others.  It is intentional.  It doesn’t just happen.   

 - Ruth Cheney 
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Gentleness 

Gentle Genes 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  Galatians 5:22-23 

Our human nature is sinful and self-preserving.  Human instincts, like animal instincts, are 

toward acts of selfishness.  How often do we allow ourselves to be convinced that the only 

way we’re going to get what we want or need is by brute force?  After all, isn’t that how wild 

animals behave?  Well, sure!  But we are NOT wild animals.  And our instincts are somewhat 

malleable.  Both Nature AND Nurture hold great potential to shape human behavior. 

As a Special Education Teacher, I work with students who exhibit some greatly challenging 

behaviors.  I am often tasked to teach students the coping skills they’ll need to overcome the impact of these behaviors 

on their overall, long-term success in life.  And, though I do work in the public school system, I am not unaffected by 

my faith and the power and influence of God’s Word, Wisdom, and Love in my life.  Those are carried with me each 

and every day, especially in the classroom. 

So, what does it take to teach a child to put aside his/her natural instincts toward anger, aggression, and brute force? 

To convince them that beating others into submission is not the only way to get their way?  Well. . .the #1 way to teach 

ANY skill is through modeling.  If you want your child to love, then love.  If you want him to be gentle, then be gentle. 

The well-known adage, “do as I say, not as I do,” is entirely impractical.  As children, teenagers, and even adults, we 

learn by watching others.  We learn from those whom we admire.  In the vast majority of cases, children most admire 

their parents or other caregivers.  It is an insurmountable responsibility, but it is ours nonetheless. 

Whether you are a professional wrestler, a ballerina, or a Navy Seal, you are capable of demonstrating gentleness.  And 

whether or not gentleness was modeled for you during your formative years, you can model it for your children.  For 

some, gentleness is more of a natural disposition. For others, much prayer and practice will be required.  And just as 

we can trust that when we pray for patience, it will be bestowed, we can just as faithfully pray for gentleness, 

expecting that we shall receive that for which we ask. 

We are tasked to yield these fruits on a continual basis.  So, just to add some clarity, to put on gentleness is not to 

entirely surrender discipline.  In fact, quite the contrary is true.  Just as our Lord disciplines us, so we are to discipline 

our children.  The key to gentleness in discipline is explaining the purpose and reasoning behind the discipline. So. . .if 

you tend to be easily pushed toward anger, practice, and then model calming strategies and techniques.  Perhaps you 

can teach your children to count to 20 before responding when angry.  Or maybe they can learn to put themselves in a 

calm and quiet space to reflect on their feelings.  Does your child like to draw?  Have them draw or paint their feelings. 

Just remember: whatever YOU do will set the tone for what THEY will do. 

“I choose gentleness. . .nothing is won by force.  I choose to be gentle.  If I raise my voice may it only be in praise.  If I 

clench my fist, may it only be in prayer.  If I make a demand, may it only be of myself.” – Max Lucado. 

- Randi Clary 
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Gentleness 

Gentle Manliness 

 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against 

such things there is no law.”  Galatians 5:22-23 

What is true manhood?  Or to put it another way, what does it mean to be a man?  Manliness is the character of a man 

as he ought to be – as originally intended by his Creator.  But let’s face it – for every Truth laid out by God in Scripture – 

the enemy has come up with a counterfeit.  It’s what our adversary does, for he is a deceiver at heart. 

We live in a culture that oppresses true manhood in many different ways.  In recent years, we’ve even seen the rise of 

the concept of ‘toxic masculinity,’  which is in large part due to our having been steeped in the enemy’s counterfeit.  

For when you talk to men today about what true manhood is, you’ll get a variety of different answers – most of them 

not biblical.  Most of our cultural images and depictions of manhood have to do with notions of power, sex, and money 

– all things that in our human spirit we desire.  And many attach ‘manliness’ to the degree of conquering in those 

areas. 

But when we look to Scripture, and seek to fix our eyes on the one true Man Jesus Christ – we see that He sought for 

none of these things. Undeniably, strength and power are characteristics of manliness – but what kind of ‘strength’ is 

possessed by a true man? What does it mean for a man to lead?   

True manhood shows itself in the love of meeting and overcoming challenges, in the resolution which will not yield to 

evil. It does not shrink from hard work, and is willing to make sacrifices, to suffer and bear disaster patiently. It is 

generous, devoting itself to the good of others with no expectation of reward. True manliness is ready to stand by 

those who are wronged, to protect the weak. Having resolved itself to the Truth, it does not go back, but holds on 

through changing winds, sure that righteousness must prevail in the end.  True manliness carries the world forward. 

But there is indeed a counterfeit ‘manliness’ at work in our culture.  James Freeman Clarke described it this way some 

150 years ago: 

As most good things have their counterfeits, so there is a false manliness which imitates the qualities of 

true manhood, though at heart it is without them. Instead of strength of will, it is only willful; in place 

of courage, it has audacity. True manliness does what it believes right; false manliness does what it 

chooses to do. Freedom, to one, means the conviction of following the truth; to the other it means 

thinking as he pleases, and doing as he likes. The one is reverent, the other rude; one is courteous, the 

other overbearing; one is brave, the other foolhardy; one is modest, the other self-asserting. False 

manliness is cynical, contemptuous, and tyrannical to inferiors. The true man has respect for all men, is 

tender to the sufferer, is modest and kind. True manliness uses its strength to improve the social 

condition and to defend order. The other imagines it to be manly to defy law, to be independent of the 

opinions of the wise, to sneer at moral obligation, and to consider itself superior to the established 

principles of mankind. 

Continued Next Page 
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Gentleness 

How Can Gentleness Impact Our Times of Uncertainty and Unrest? 

Much like children, it is very easy to lose ourselves in this modern world filled with uncertainty and 

forget our responsibilities.  As children of God, we at times can get caught up  in the turmoil of these 

times and as a result, forget how the Lord calls upon us to behave as believers.  We, like children, 

throw fits in order to be heard.  We disregard understanding in order to be correct.  In this country, 

especially, there are deep-seated injustices that we would rather keep hidden than resolve.  We 

would rather silent voices in order to maintain our own pride and arrogance.  We must not forget 

we have a responsibility as children of God to echo His mercy and grace, and to remember what the 

Bible tells us in 2 Timothy 2:24-26: 

“And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring 

evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a 

knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after 

being captured by him to do his will.” 

We have chosen to have faith in the Lord and within that commitment we must remember that means to uphold His 

teachings and principles.  In these trying times, we should be meeting unrest with mercy, facing uncertainty with faith 

in His word, and calming anger with understanding.  Be as God is to us.  He is patient and kind, loving and merciful.  

We, as children of the Lord, are a reflection of Him, and we need to be mindful of such blessings.  Once we remind 

ourselves of our purpose as believers in Christ, we can impact those around us by shining a light in a very darkened 

world. 

 - Annie Sinkewitz 

True manliness wields strength with gentleness and self-control for 

the greater good, and not for personal advancement.  It is not self-

indulgent. 

As men, we are warriors at heart – it is how our God made us.  But the 

first thing we have to go to war with – is ourselves, our own flesh.  In 

order to resist the counterfeits of our true enemy.  So we put on the 

whole armor of God, that we may be able to stand firm against the 

schemes of the evil one (Eph. 6:13), and grow in the gentle strength of 

manliness as God intended it to be. 

 - Steve Ellis 
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Gentleness 

How Can Gentleness Point Someone to the Gospel? 

Christian, be gentle disciples.  All Christians are disciples and disciple makers.  When making disciples, helping others 

see error in their living and thinking is essential.  Whether you are a parent, a friend, or a member of a local church, you 

will eventually need to speak into someone’s life (Galatians 6:1). 

What does it look like to be gentle, and how can we grow in gentleness?  Jesus answers this with two commands (Mark 

12:29-31).  First, love God with everything.  The more that you and I grow in our love for the Lord, the more that we 

realize how small we are comparatively.  When this happens, the more we understand the grandness of God (Isaiah 

40:12-14).  How does this help produce gentleness?  By fostering humility.  Gentleness is possible when humility is 

present. Instead of seeing yourself as the center of the universe, you see God as the center.  You recognize that you fall 

short of what God has commanded.  When our love for God grows, so does our love for others because we are not 

elevated (I John 3:4-12). 

Second, Jesus says to love others as yourself.  Imagine that you failed royally.  How would you want to be corrected?  

Surgery with a dull blade is ever the surgeon general’s recommendation.  Presenting correction with gentleness is like a  

new scalpel, it cuts but does not injure.  Christians must use gentleness as the main tool in loving others.  Rebuking in 

gentleness will not be as demanding if the entire life of the believer is marked by gentle wisdom (James 3:13-14).  We 

want to be shown meekness, so our care of others must be in gentleness.  Christian, as disciples of the Lamb of God, 

let’s not devour each other. 

Christian, be gentle in your witnessing.  The last command that Jesus left His disciples before He ascended into heaven 

was to spread the news.  The Apostles were not told to get a bumper sticker saying “Jesus is neat.”  No, they were to be 

witnesses, and they all died for their proclaiming.  That command does not change in 2020.  You are the vehicle that 

carries the gospel to your job, school, friend groups, and family.  Not your pastor, you!  Not me, you!  The specific 

corners of the world in which you live are not mine.  So, prepare to share the gospel, pray, and go. 

But before you do go, be gentle.  Have gentleness on the forefront of your mind!  Let me give you a common scenario 

that many non-believers experience.  Imagine you go and share the gospel with a friend after reading this article.  

Instead of being gentle, you are rough, over the top offensive, and plain rude.  Then imagine, from this wonderful 

encounter with you, your former friend goes to their job.  At their job, they have a co-worker who has been sharing the 

gospel with them for months.  Now the ability for the co-worker to continue to share has been spoiled. 

The good news of Jesus is already offensive.  Telling someone they are a sinner, needing a perfect savior to stand in 

their place, and the only one is Jesus, is offensive to a sinful world.  The early followers all died sharing this news 

because it is so disruptive.  You don’t need to add to the offense. 

Instead, Christians should be the most tender people that the world encounters.  Our news does offend, but that does 

not mean our conveying it has to.  Sometimes you will have to let someone know they are living in sin, and they can 

find hope in Jesus.  That does not need to be a harsh conversation.  You can convey the truth of the gospel with 

gentleness.  If that causes an argument, don’t let it be over your attitude.  There is already enough angst in this world.  

Our attitude towards everyone should be like a refreshing spring in a hot desert (Titus 3:1-7). 

Continued next page 
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Gentleness 

Victoriously gentle.  Can you imagine what it must have been like for Mary and Joseph?  They were around more babies 

than I was growing up.  Still, the night comes to give birth to Jesus.  She wraps the God of the universe in a soft cloth 

(Luke 2:7).  The Sustainer of all things was held in the arms of the newborn mother.  The gentle coming of Christ is 

astounding. 

Can you imagine the people following Jesus?  They were abused by the religious leaders of their time.  Ordered to 

perform a long list of made-up rules, the burden was crippling.  The power of sin was great, suffocating their hopes.  

Then Jesus comes teaching something radical.  Grace.  He invites those crushed by the weight of trying to earn a spot in 

God’s Kingdom, a way to be free.  Instead of more burdens, Jesus offers liberation in Himself.  A gentler way to live in 

this harsh world (Matthew 11:25-30). 

Can you imagine the power of Jesus’ silence?  Like a lamb led to slaughter, no complaining or hesitation, gently moving 

towards the cross (Isaiah 53:7).  The God of the universe would go from preaching hope to being nailed on a Roman 

cross.   While He was on the cross, what was His demeanor?  Next to Him was a thief, deserving punishment.  The man 

asks for Jesus to remember him when Jesus enters His kingdom.  The response?  Gently, “you will be with me” (Luke 

23:39-45). 

 

Some of the last words that Jesus speaks on the cross were the most victorious words ever spoken.  They are for you.  

They are for me.  “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).  While suffocating on the cross, 

the power of these gentle words are amplified.  The victory of the cross is magnified in the gentleness of the one 

hanging on it. 

He has risen.  The Church is spreading His message.  Our goal must be to bear the same gentleness our Savior displayed. 
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Prayer 

PRAYER & FIRE RETARDANT  
(Fire retardant - having the ability or tendency to slow up or halt the spread of fire.*) 

Bureau of Land Management has a weekly "Wildlife Question of the Week" in their cache of "news bytes."  Several 

weeks ago, the question was: True or False - California Newts (Taricha torosa) have a fire retardant on their skin. 

 

Keep reading below to find the answer... 

Did you know that Christians have a SPIRITUAL fire retardant? 

Read carefully Ephesians 6:10-18:  “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, 

and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by 

the gospel of peace.  In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts 

of the evil one;  and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all 

times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication 

for all the saints…” 

The shield of faith, a portion of the armor of God,  extinguishes ALL the flaming darts of the evil one!  He is our Fire 

Retardant extraordinaire and we are to be praying - clothed in faith in Him, with His armor, His strength, His word and 

at all times in His Spirit with all prayer and supplication! 

 

 

The answer is true. CA newts have a remarkable emergency defense against wildfires. When the newt is exposed to fire, the slime 

coating on its skin foams up and chars to a crusty white ash, which protects the newt from catching fire, while the foam sealed 

underneath serves as insulation against the heat of the flames.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOI/bulletins/28ddfcd 

*https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fire-retardant 
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I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies 

I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief 

I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody 

I raise a hallelujah, Heaven comes to fight for me 

 

I’m going to sing in the middle of the storm 

Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar 

Up from the ashes hope will arise 

 Death is defeated, the King is alive! 

 

I raise a hallelujah! 
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Serving Our Church 

The coronavirus doesn’t end when “safer-at-home” suggestions end.  Even when the virus passes, the effects 

will linger in countless ways.  For some, it will be financial ruin – or at least significant stress.  For others, it 

will be repairing family relationships – the stress of homeschooling and just “staying at home.”  For still 

others, the trauma of being alone and not experiencing human touch and interpersonal, real-live contact will 

have unknown consequences.  

We need God.  We need God in more ways than we can imagine.  Thankfully, God reveals Himself in multiple 

ways and most clearly through Jesus.  The Bible is full of rich images, but we’re going to look at more than 

images over the coming weeks.  There are two powerful words, seemingly benign in English, “I AM.”  But 

they carry much more weight than that.  They speak to the ever-present nature of God as shepherd, bread of 

life, and so many others.  

Our times are uncertain, but our God is not. He is with us.  Now.  And in exactly the way we need Him.  
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Serving Our Church 

2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 

 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 

 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  
 
 
 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly 

all things to enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself 

a good foundation for the time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities 

and the financial soundness of our church. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms. 

 I Peter 4:10 
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One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 
opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 
serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about 
our church or turn in your Connection Card, and visitors 
receive a gift.  This is one of those ministries where you are 
first to know who’s visiting our church and to greet them in 
a personal way. 
 
Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 
  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
 
 
Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to 
Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and we would like to 
have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our 
church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as people 
throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  
It only takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per 
month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both services on one 
Sunday. 
 
Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 
  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
 
 
Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out 
worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist 
with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every 3 
months), please join our team! 
 
Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 
  manchetahb@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Refreshment Ministry - Our morning Refreshment Ministry provides a light 
bite and a hot cup of coffee or tea to fend off that missed breakfast or 
tummy growl between services.  Our mid-morning break is a time for 
relaxing or catching up on news with an old friend or even to make a new 
friend as you both reach for that last chocolate nut-covered donut.  We 
need set-up and clean-up teams for each service. 
 
Leader: Marilyn Jackson (714) 749-3600 

 

Serving Our Church 

 
Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an 
interest in security or EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one 
Sunday per month. 
 
Leader: Mark Ryan  
  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 

Serving Our Church Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the 

ministries of the church and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, 

marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library collection contains both informational 

and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  Materials are 

available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

Librarian:  Joanne Ladewig, library@cypresschurch.net 

Hours: Sundays, 10:15 - 11:00 am 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

Interested in Historical Fiction? 

The Puritans, by Jack Cavanaugh.  First book in the historical series:  “An American Family Portrait”; "The 

Puritans" won a ECPA Silver Medallion Award.* 

If you enjoy historical fiction against the backdrop of real characters, places, and events that accurately 

set the scene of the time period, you will learn a great deal as well as be inspired by fictional main 

character, young Drew Morgan!  By the time you finish this rollicking adventure, you will understand 

much more about why the Puritans fled to America, as well as why their descendants were willing to sacrifice their 

“lives, fortunes and sacred honor” for the freedom to worship God as they saw fit. 

His story begins in southern England, circa 1630, the son of a wealthy but quite worldly lord and lady.  Yet Drew is not 

interested in following in his parents’ selfish ambition for higher social standing and instead literally falls into trouble – 

hiding inside a suit of armor!  Ready to escape his cloying home life for adventure, he becomes a spy for treacherous 

Bishop Laud, persecutor and torturer of Puritans who refuse to follow his dictates in government-approved worship 

rules and styles.   

Drew is sent “under cover” to discover the secret identity of a mysterious pamphleteer, Justin, and his printing press, 

responsible for much consternation to Bishop Laud.  He soon finds himself in the household of a devout and kindly 

Puritan pastor with two lovely daughters.  Drew suffers a conflicted heart about destroying their lives if he reveals the 

truth to Bishop Laud.  The daughters flee to a Puritan colony in Massachusetts; what will Drew do now?   

*This book and the others in the historical series spanning 1630 through World War II are available at our church 

library for checkout.   

For more information about the author and college history instructor, Jack Cavanaugh, see  

https://jackcavanaugh.com/about-me/.  For more about his calling and growth as a writer, see 

https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/books/qanda-with-author-jack-cavanaugh-1355873.html 



18 

 

Serving Our Community 

Blood Is Needed 

There is an urgent need for blood.  Red blood cells have a shelf life 

of only 42 days and platelets just 5 days, so they must be constantly 

replenished by volunteer donors. 

Due to a shortage caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the need for 

blood donations is greater than ever.  That’s why UCI Health and the 

Anaheim Ducks are partnering for a mobile blood drive to be held in 

the parking lot of the Honda center on Wednesday, August 5. 

Donors will receive some cool free swag, too! 

Due to COVID-19, extra precautions will be taken for your safety as 

well as the safety of the staff.  In order to insure social distancing, 

they are unable to accept any walk-ins.  Everyone must have an 

appointment.  All donors are required to wear masks.  Please do not 

bring children, friends, or family who do not have an appointment. 

 

If you are unable to attend the blood drive at the Honda Center, you 

can also donate at the Cypress Community Center on August 13.  

Appointments are required here as well.   Please contact the 

American Red Cross at (800) 733-2767 or check online. 

Give the gift of life. 

Thank you to all who have rolled up a sleeve to help patients battling 

illness and injury. 
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Serving Our Community 

 

 You Can Be the Light of Christ in Your Community 

We don't just go to church, we are the Church, and we exist for the world.  Being a Jesus follower means you are part 

of the body of Christ.  We are the flesh and bones of what Jesus is doing in the world.  That means for Jesus to be with 

people who are mourning, anxious, sick, afraid, hurt economically, and worried about tomorrow, we are going to have 

to live out our faith every day, not just once a week.  If our church building needs to close in order to join together with 

the community to stop the spread of the coronavirus, that does not mean our church is closed because we are the 

Church!  How will you be Jesus in your community every day? 

Here are just a few ways you can be the peace, hope, and light of Christ in your community.  Please be mindful of the 

specific situation in your community and follow guidelines provided by the local health authorities. 

1. Refuse the urge to hoard supplies.  Be prepared, but don’t be so prepared that others can’t be. 

2. If you already have more of any supplies than you need, no shame, just share with your neighbors. 

3. Be empathic toward others.  Don’t just shrug people off and tell them not to worry.  Be a kind listener and show 

them the reason for the hope that you have. 

4. Pick up and drop off groceries for elderly individuals in your neighborhood. 

5. Choose to be the end of any unfounded rumors you hear.  Instead, spread true information and hope.  You are the 

light of the world. 

6. Offer to pray with people.  It’s amazing how often people will gladly accept prayer, and it’s even more incredible to 

watch how talking to God with others can bring so much peace. 

7. Discover local needs in your community through your neighborhood association, local schools, city government, 

and local nonprofits, and find out if there is some way you can help. 

8. Invite friends and neighbors to church online and look into volunteering there. 

9. Connect with others.  We don’t have to be physically present to be emotionally available for one another.  We can 

text, FaceTime, Skype, call, write cards or letters, or email people we care about.  Stay in touch with your Life 

Group, family, or friends digitally.  Share prayer requests and pray for one another. 

10. Join or lead a Life Group.  Physical distance doesn’t mean a lack of social connection.  You can meet online!  If you 

don’t currently have a Life Group, please check the church app, church website, or contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Finally, keep following Jesus.  Set your focus on Him and let Him be your peace.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote to 

the Church in trying times: “Don’t fret or worry.  Instead of worrying, pray.  Let petitions and praises shape your worries 

into prayers, letting God know your concerns.  Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming 

together for good, will come and settle you down.  It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the 

center of your life.” Philippians 4:6-7 MSG 
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Serving in Missions 

Fixing Our Eyes Above the Noise 

“The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, than the mighty waves at sea.” Psalm 93:4  We have 

realized that in the midst of all the government’s orders, the various opinions, and all the noise from the streets of our 

cities, we had focused our ears and eyes on the many waters and NOT on Him. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight 

that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up.  And let us run with endurance the race God has set 

before us.  We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.  Because of 

the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame,  Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s 

throne.” Hebrews 12:1-2 

Our son recently said that our home gym was a COVID discussion free zone.  It struck me that we are also adding to all 

the noise of frustration and angst.  The above verse came to mind and as we read it, we made a commitment to 

remember to run with our eyes fixed on Him. 

He is the only source of peace and hope!   

Reaching All Peoples.  We have officially been released to start our new work with refugees!  Though our ability to 

travel has been curtailed, our ability to start serving has not.  We met with a new co-worker located in Newbury Park,  

We will be working together in varied cultural training workshops for a cohort of pastors.  In August we will be 

participating in our first workshop via Zoom! 

Voice of the Refugees.  Last month we had a Zoom meeting with the director of Voice of the Refugee (VOR).  Our goal 

was to learn what they are doing and seeing how we might partner together.  We have signed up to help with Zoom 

English classes and tutoring. It will be such a joy to be building relationships with people and the ministry at VOR. 

Prayer Meeting.  A few months ago we were approached by one of our churches here in Orange County to start a 

prayer meeting focusing on refugees.  How could we say no?  Our hope is to start in late September and meet once a 

month.  Our prayer is that this can be done in person with social distancing. 

2021 Exploratory Trip.  At the beginning of the pandemic we reached out to all of these ministries to see if we could 

come for a visit.  We had hoped that by September we could start but that is not the case.  So now our general idea is 

right after Christmas to visit each of these ministry sites. 

 Cox Bazaar Camp in Bangladesh    Local Church Outreach in Jordan 

 Community Center in Cyprus    Moria Camp in Greece 

 Welcome Church in London 

We need your prayers!  Our heart’s desire is to impact peoples lives with the Gospel of Christ. 

 - Tom and Gayle Shook, EFCA 
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Serving in Missions 

Altered Plans 

Greetings from Shell, Ecuador! 

The global pandemic has definitely changed our calendar over these past five months of 2020!  While we had hoped to 

see many of you this spring and summer and YET. . .we realize that hindsight offers us much perspective as we 

continue to seek God’s will in our lives and know that NONE of these dates or CANCELLED events were a surprise to 

Him. 

Instead, God had plans to use this unprecedented time of global uncertainty to further His purposes all along, so we 

are choosing to embrace our ALTERED PLANS. 

 In March, April and May, people lined up along CENTA’s property to receive basic food necessities for their 

households. To date, 6000 people were given hope through a bag of food AND many were given an answer to their 

questions: “Why are you doing this?”  “What is this place/property?”  “Who can we thank for serving us in this 

way?”  YOUR generous gifts provided a way of hope. . .AND so the vision of the foundation of CENTA, why it exists, 

and who we serve were shared with hundreds of people in our near community, including local police and 

governmental agencies! 

 Our church groups are serving in other ways during these summer months and are standing by for future 

opportunities to come and serve with us in Ecuador, with plans for the coming spring and summer! We are trusting 

in God’s perfect timing! 

 Tanner, Brooklin, and Skyler were able to capitalize on summer school online classes, getting ahead in their studies! 

 The materials that had been ordered and food that was purchased for the March team of 39 was put to GOOD USE 

over the past months, allowing renovation projects to continue (following lockdown most places were closed, 

deliveries not possible, etc.) and team food to be utilized with the few tribal people who have continued to come 

and serve at CENTA each day! 

 Morning bible study and ongoing discipleship is flourishing with whomever God brings to CENTA for the day!  The 

blessing of acres of open jungle space within the community of Shell provides moments of nourishment in nature 

to all, especially during this time of indoor home lockdown orders. 

 Waodani gathered in prayer in March and took steps of obedience 

to begin a tribal church gathering all in their heart language, Wao 

Tededo!  God is using CENTA as a tool for growth and fellowship of 

Christ’s Kingdom through this fast growing Sunday Waodani 

gathering!  PRAISE GOD! 
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Serving in Missions 

Update on COVID-19 in the Jungle Communities 

The coronavirus has continued to spread, reaching the remote jungle communities with positive cases of COVID-19.  

Tribal people have turned to their traditional herbal brews and recovery is occurring.  While the strict quarantine rules 

of Ecuador have continued in all areas, the main road through Shell and most towns are in “yellow” level of lockdown.  

This means increased hours of curfew and additional allowed days of travel with our vehicles than what we had seen 

while in “red.”  The government continues to monitor cases and it seems like we are constantly hearing changes to 

these parameters based on recovery rates, yet our life here on the Foundation CENTA’s property is basically 

unchanged.  We affectionately receive tribal people to the gate at all hours and hear of updates of Waodani family 

members, various villages, and households spread throughout the jungle regions. 

And we continued in the renovation projects at CENTA, preparing for the ability to host workshops in the near future in 

both mechanics, woodworking, and welding.  We trust the Lord in the timing of it all, and continue to be amazed at the 

“ownership” of this land by the people themselves, to be used as a tool for their future.  “The aim of this tool is to 

empower and equip others, leveraging and connecting resources, both globally and locally, to provide hope in a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” 

We have continued to see unprecedented advancement of the Gospel, 

many putting their faith in Jesus Christ and growth of the church in fresh, 

new ways during these uncertain times of lockdown, curfews, and virus 

restrictions. 

Economic fallout will indeed have lasting consequences in this 

developing country and yet, we have seen incredible generosity in our 

Ecuadorian neighbors toward those with less and in vulnerable need, 

and vice versa, as people share words and small, practical acts of service 

toward one another.  We continue to learn from our tribal friends about 

generosity and flexibility.  They share whatever small means they have with others 

and are flexible during difficult days. 

Additionally, God has supplied through your generous donations and we have been 

blessed to bring encouragement through our face-masked smiles, giving practical 

food bags to over 1800 families (6000 individuals) during the “red” phase of 

lockdown!  Thank you for standing with us and sharing Christ’s love to those 

suffering in need and fearful in these continually uncertain times! 

“For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do 
not fear.  I will help you.”  
Isaiah 41:13 

 - Chet and Katie Williams, Commission to Every Nation, Ecuador 
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Serving in Missions 

Spiritual Multiplication Is Occurring in Cuba! 

The goal has always been to train leaders who will train others.  It is happening! 

In June, the Cuban church leaders I have instructed how to develop and lead Bible studies began to equip other leaders 

in this skill.  One leader has already challenged another person to start a new house church and will teach the individu-

al how to prepare Bible studies! 

Please pray that God continues to multiply workers in Cuba. 

While Cuba is wide open to the Gospel, Pakistan is still resistant to the Good News.  Yet, believers want to share Christ.  

Both nations request our assistance.  We seek to unleash even more churches to proclaim God’s kingdom in new and 

innovative ways. 

Thank you for your prayers and financial participation in this ministry.  God is using you for His glory.  Without your 

gifts, this ministry would not take place. 

 - Bruce Camp, DualReach 
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Serving in Missions 

Thanks for Serving Jesus 

The mission field can be in the jungles of Ecuador (Chet and Katie Williams) or the suburbs of Chicago (Bob and Virginia 

Travis) or even Hume Lake.  Pastor Mike and his wife, Kristi, recently visited some young adults from Neighborhood 

Church who are working at Hume Lake this summer. 

Pastor Mike wrote:  “Up at Hume Lake Christian Camp with these amazing servants.  So impressed as they give of their 

time to serve the Lord and keep this amazing camp running.  Way to go Brian Montanye, Evann Oswald, Reena Roth, 

Kalani Menadier, Jillian Painter, and Alyssa Devries (not pictured).  So proud of you all.  Thanks for serving Jesus.” 
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Teaching Our Children 
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Teaching Our Children 

TIME TO SHOOT OUR EPISODES 
and HAND OUT SUPPLIES 
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Teaching Our Children 

7th -12th Grade Small Groups @ Sunset · Tuesday Nights from 7:00-8:15pm · Church Parking Lot 
 

*Welcome UP & Welcome IN Event * 

On Tuesday Night, July 14, Student Ministries welcomed our new 7th graders into youth group with food, games, and 

water balloons!  It was a night for all students to move up in to their new grades together with lots of joy along the 

way!  We had some EPICALLY physically distant games that may or may not have included baskets, rope, water balloons 

and a whole lot of effort!  We handed out ice cream and even our New Church Merch as prizes for those that were able 

to make the IMPOSSIBLE SHOT of soaking one of our Leaders, Brent Hawkins, at the other end of the parking lot with a 

water balloon!   

To end the night, each student was given a light to be reminded to:  

Raise your light.  

Look around.  

You are not alone. 

WE ARE ALL GOING THROUGH SOMETHING. 

God can teach us through our pain. 

The important thing is that. . .we don’t miss it!  

Life will always have its twists and turns, and things we don’t know. 

We can have HOPE, we can find JOY, and we always have a reason to LIVE! 

Jesus said, “In this world, you will have trouble, but. . .Take Heart! I HAVE OVERCOME!” (John 16:33)  

Please follow us on Social Media for the most up-to-date Student Info! 

 Facebook@Neighborhood Church Student Ministries  

 Instagram@neighbhorhoodchurch_students   
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

I love my Life Group community!  We have been discussing diversity and power using the 

ADDRESSING model this summer.  It’s been enlightening (and sometimes tense!) to hear  

people’s perspectives and learn how to talk well about difficult topics. 

If you are interested in joining the young adults Life Group, please contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com or Pastor Victor at Victor@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 - Anna Huang 
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Sharing Our Lives 

“Helps to enlighten God’s direction for me as I 

age, and as my future has stabilized.” 

 

“My Life Group helped encourage my 

relationship with God, strengthened my faith.” 

“Life Group has given me the extra push to 

keep growing and seeking the Lord every 

minute of every day.  It also showed me how 

important community is and how the Lord 

desires us to do life together with others.  He 

doesn’t want us to do life solo.” 
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Sharing Our Lives 

“The insight from other members 

really helps to see God in a way that I 

maybe didn’t grasp until hearing it 

from someone’s else’s experiences.  

There is also an accountability that  

comes only from having a community 

to walk with.” 

 

 

“Yes!  I have definitely been 

stretched in good ways!  The 

conversations have been deep and 

challenging.  I look toward God 

regularly!” 

 

 

“The topics and discussions lead me 

to listen and to actually put that into 

action during the week.  I have 

stepped out more for sure.” 

 

“Life Group has made me reflect on 

my life and what really matters.  I’ve 

learned the importance of 

accountability and why we need to 

get together aside from Sundays.  It’s 

literally a group that brings life.” 

 

“I enjoy the varying views our group 

has which helps me to reflect on the 

Word.” 

“Meeting weekly holds me accountable to be 

ready for the meeting and to pray for the 

members on a daily basis.” 

 

“We have all grown through study, laughter, 

and tears.” 

If you are interested in joining a Life Group for the 

Fall Session, please contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com. 



36 

 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach 

Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women 

of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

 

LADIES!  Instead of meeting at Panera Bread this 

month, we are invited to have coffee and conversation 

in Dot Slagle’s backyard on August 4.  Bring your own 

mid-morning snack.  Tea and water will be provided.  

Please use the back gate by the garage to join us! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship - We will be starting a new bible 

study in the fall.  Watch for announcements and join us then! 

Leader:   Nancy Howard (714) 522-0489 

Location:  Room 2 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:00am 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us on 

August 22 at 12:30pm-5:00pm at Ginny DeBois’ home.  We are having our Annual Bingo 

Game.  We will have a Grand Prize for the winner.  Lunch will be served. If you would like 

information on this fun-filled afternoon, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838, claytondot2@verizon.net 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Heidi Cordova, Helen 

Passmore, Linda Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to 

serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Moms in Prayer -  “Mom, will you pray for me?” 

We are women who pray together on a regular basis for children and schools.  We pray for our 

children, teachers, staff, and schools; provide hope and strength to moms who carry heavy 

burdens for their children; and pray that our schools will be directed by biblical values and high 

moral standards. 

We are taking a break for the summer, but we will be meeting again in the fall.  Watch for 

details! 

Leader:   Lynn Selden, Facilitator, mip@cypresschurch.net 

Location:  Prayer Room 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits—Are you wanting to 

be more certain you are hearing from 

God Himself?  Discerning the Voice 

of God by Priscilla Shirer is our 

ongoing study.  We are learning to 

recognize the Holy Spirit’s language 

and character to deepen our 

relationship with God using a 

workbook and several video sessions.  

Women are invited to join us any 

Sunday morning in strengthening 

their walk with God through study, fellowship, and prayer.  We also welcome visiting 

missionaries to hear updates and prayer requests. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  
Day/Time:       Sundays at 9:00am 
Where:  Room 4 
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Sharing Our Lives 

To, and for, the ladies of Neighborhood Church and beyond:  You are invited to attend an 

inspiring Zoom Bloom retreat titled “A PASSIONATE WOMAN!” 

 

What:  This unique-styled “retreat” is a way for all of us 

to reconnect with one another (or for the first time!) as 

we gather together to worship; listen to a speaker and 

learn more about an incredible, passionate woman; 

engage in small groups via discussion questions and 

prayer time; make a creative arts project; and enjoy a 

few surprises! 

 

When:  Friday, September 11 from 7pm-9pm, and  
              Saturday September 12 from 10am-noon 

 

Where:  In the comfort of your own home, via Zoom 

 

Cost:  FREE! 

 

RSVP:  Please RSVP to Susan Peterson at 

Susan@funplaces.com and you will be sent all the 

information regarding logging in, etc.  We MUST receive 

your response by Friday, September 4 to make sure you 

receive all the details and supplies. 

 

The Bloom team is soooooo excited about this time of community and connecting with Christ and one another! 

A PASSIONATE WOMAN 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

 
Saturday Morning Basketball 

Come out for a fun pick-up game at the Cypress Campus Gym. 

These games, put on by our Men’s Ministry, run from 7:00 - 9:00am 
every Saturday. 

Invite your friends!   
Invite your neighbors!   

Invite your little brother! 
* Open to the Public * 

           Contact:  Lee Porteneuve     (949) 331-0854 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) -  Please join us in September when we will 

be studying “Genesis.”  Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to 

study the Bible, learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live 

for something larger than themselves.   

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st thru 12th grade) on  

    Monday nights at 6:55pm for students attending with a member of the men’s  

    study.    

 

  Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

  Location:   Worship Center     Room 2 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three 

groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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Sharing Our Lives 

For Dads and Future Dads! 

We had a lively and inspiring conversation together in our “Surviving Fatherhood” 

webinar.  Tips for dads from dads!  Just about all ages and stages were 

represented, and we got many great questions submitted online.  We discussed all 

kinds of great topics related to dads:  training kids to relate well to others, 

overcoming our own dad examples, how to help others with their kids, how to 

parent adult children, mentoring other younger dads, parenting kids with special 

needs, and more! 

Our  panel included. . . 

Feel free to watch our panel discussion anytime, anywhere at 

www.neighborhoodchurch.com/dads. 

 - Pastor Kerry 
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The Counseling Ministries of Neighborhood Church are designed for anyone who needs to 

talk or pray about a situation that seems too overwhelming to deal with on your own.  All 

counseling sessions are confidential. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer to have their 

personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their local church.  Our church provides 

the opportunity for professional and confidential pre-marital, marital, and individual 

counseling services on campus.  There is a fee for these services. The first session fee is 

reduced for members and regular attendees of Neighborhood Church and its branch 

churches.  Outside referrals are given when appropriate. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, LMFT #46561, ron@cypresschurch.net  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Monday - Thursday, 10:00am - 8:00pm (please call for an appointment) 

Location:        Counseling Rooms 

 

Helping the Hurting 

 

If you have lost a loved one and 
need someone to help you with the 
process of mourning or need a 
listening ear and caring heart, come 
join us as we learn how to mourn 
our losses.  You are welcome to join 
us at any time. 

 

Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

Day/Time  Thursdays, 7:00 - 9:00pm    

Location:   Room 2 

Join Us In-person 

August 13 Is This Normal? 

August 20 Challenges of Grief 

August 27 The Journey of Grief 
   Part 1 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

Thursday Mornings - We are on break! 

10:45am-12:15pm  

Room 1 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a one-on-one 

support ministry to help those going through or have gone through cancer along 

with their caregivers. We do not want anyone to go through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/

or pray for you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       
  

We Will be Meeting in-Person Soon!  Watch for Details! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-
ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 
relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 
 
What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 
habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  
Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   
 
In keeping with social distancing orders by the State of California, Celebrate Recovery is not meeting in person for 
the foreseeable future.  However, we are having Zoom meetings of men’s open share group and women’s open 
share group.  If you are interested in joining one of these, contact Bob Vroon, whose email address is 
bob.vroon@verizon.net. 
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Helping the Hurting 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big 

Book and 12 & 12 (12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of 

experience, strength, and hope in sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking 

is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. (This is a semi-closed meeting. 

You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick M. (714) 826-9562 

Day/Time: Tuesdays at 6:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of 

individuals addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to 

learn how to go on with life when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or 

substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time: Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

 

 

 

 

Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Must call prior to attending these groups! 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 
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We are excited to be expanding our Neighborhood!  Neighborhood Church is one church with multiple branches - 

whether it’s a group like our Khmer congregation, or a different campus like Los Alamitos.  We have a new addition to 

the family: 

Branching Out 

       
       

  

 Una iglesia con un corazón para Dios 
  y para toda la gente  

● ● ● 

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por 

favor lla menos. Nos dara  un 

enorme gusto atenderlos; 

Pastor,  
Manuel F. González 

 (714)523-0112 Oficina 
 

● ● ● 
 

 

!Pronto estará en 
la comunidad 
de Cypress! 

Venga y sea 
parte de 

nuestra familia. 
 

Somos una iglesia bíblica, 
dinámica enfocada en la Palabra 

de Dios y la edificación de los 
creyentes. 

Mantenemos una adoración 
contemporánea y bíblica que 
fomenta la sana y ordenada 

adoración a Dios.  

Nuestra iglesia existe:             
"Amar a Dios,  

Amar al Prójimo 
y Hacer Discípulos" 

 
Por ahora nos puede visitar en línea a 

través de la aplicación ZOOM 

 
 Click  

https:us04web.zoom,usa/j/5309446403  
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Branching Out 

Khmer/Cambodian Gathering 

A friend asked if I ever encountered racism as a refugee, especially when we first came 

to America.  Well, the quick answer is yes, but it definitely needs explanation. I should 

disclose that this article is to answer the question and not insinuate anything else. 

1. Yes, if you call someone trying to teach you how to pronounce your name because 

you are saying the “v” wrong (“v” in Khmer sounds more like a “w”). 

2. Yes, if you count people calling your friends “Nips” because of the slant of their eyes, 

and looking at yours and saying you’re Asian too.  Why do you have almond-shaped 

eyes?  (This was very common in the 1970’s and early 1980’s.) 

3. Yes, because they told us to go back to Mexico as we walked across the street during one election year.  (My first 

thought was “We’re not Mexican.”  My next thought was that it was still wrong to say that to anyone,) 

There are a few more incidents including we speak funny English.  To be honest, I still do and I have a hard time with 

grammar.  Khmer doesn’t add an “s” or “ed” to words to change tenses.  Certain words used before or after dictate the 

different tenses. 

How in the world did we react to it?  Maybe cultural, maybe the way we were raised.  It was instilled in us that we 

were lucky to make it to America while most of our kinsman did not.  It should be expected because we were aliens in 

a foreign country.  The remedy we were taught was that our success (good student, citizen, and neighbor) is the key 

that speaks louder than anything else and people will get it then. 

Finally, this was how I ended my explanation.  I told my friend that I can count on my fingers the times I felt slighted by 

what some will call racism, but I can’t count how many good people and good deeds that were bestowed upon me to 

help contribute to who I am today.  Way too many to count! 

As Christians, we should be aware that it is sin that caused all this chaos!  Perfect peace, justice, and living in harmony 

with another can’t happen as long as Satan is the Ruler of this Earth (his time is running out). 

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 

Until then, we must do our part to represent Christ and continue to share the good news!  We must remember to be 

vigilant. 

God bless and keep you well, 

 Sovanna Proch 
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Branching Out 

Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 

There are many silver linings in spite of the isolating measures of this COVID season.  Relationships have been built and 

developed over Zoom meetings, life has happily slowed down for some, and people have become creative with 

handling special occasions.  We have another special occasion to celebrate in our Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos 

(NCLA) family. 

Matt Strotman (son of George and Rebecca Adams) and his lovely fiancé, Jasmyn Hernandez have decided to go ahead 

with their July wedding which is now being held in George and Rebecca’s backyard with the closest of family and shared 

via Zoom with their intended guests.  As we do with all of our brides, the women of NCLA showered Jasmyn with our 

love and best wishes in the new style of a Zoom shower. 

On June 27 several of our NCLA women and Jasmyn’s family gathered around 

their devices in their individual homes to connect and bless Jasmyn.  Ellen 

Kabelitz, our shower host, invited Jasmyn to share how she and Matt met (an 

on-line success story) and then asked the guests to also share.   

Ellen gave a short devotional to encourage Jasmyn but also any woman in a 

marriage relationship.  Here are some highlights.  Jesus is the source of 

strength and love for a long marriage (I John 4:4-5).  Pray for God’s will in your 

life.  Choose to be patient with your spouse, and have fun together showering 

your husband with caring attention.  Above all, display the fruit of the Spirit in 

your life (Galatians 5:22-23). 

Gifts had been delivered ahead of time and Rebecca graciously wrapped every 

box that arrived via Amazon so that Jasmyn had a beautiful pile to open and 

many ribbons to potentially break.  The old wives’ tale is that there will be a 

child for every broken ribbon.  Rebecca also made a wedding rehearsal 

practice bouquet from the various ribbons and bows.  It was fun to watch 

Jasmyn as she opened each gift and expressed her excitement.  She and Matt 

have many lovely gifts to fill their home and even new luggage for their 

honeymoon which will be to a local spot.   

Christine closed with a prayer of blessing thanking God for the gift of marriage 

and asking Him to grow friendship, adoration, and respect between Matt and 

Jasmyn; to help them care for, cherish, and protect their relationship; and 

wisdom to honor God and put Him first each day.   

May He bless and keep them through all of their days together!  Their new life as husband and wife begins on July 27. 

 - Christine Theodore 



48 

 

EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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Main Office:  6143 Ball Road, Cypress, CA 90630  (714) 952-3001  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 

LEADERSHIP 
CONTACT US 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerry Kaufman 
Connection and 
Discipleship  
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001  
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nareth May 
Khmer/Cambodian 
Gathering 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM: Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 

 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

 

 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 

All emails are 

@neighborhoodchurch.com 

unless otherwise stated 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Blood Drives 

Next Steppers Adventure 

All Church Focus 

Life Groups—Fall Session Begins 

In John 16:33 Jesus tells us,  

“I have told you these things so 

that in me you have peace.  In 

this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome 

the world.” 

So the question is, are you living 

in defeat or are you living as an 

overcomer? 


