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Wow!  Is It March Already? 

 

Yep, here we are three months into 2023.  I feel like I blinked and now the Easter season is upon us.  Well, actually, the Easter 

season or Lenten season officially started last month on February 22, 2023.  That started a 40-day time to reflect on Jesus and His 

death, burial, and resurrection and all He went through to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin. 

1 John 4:10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 

(atoning sacrifice) for our sins. 

This season of Lent ends on Thursday, April 6 towards the end of Holy Week.  This year, Holy Week is April 2, Palm Sunday to 

Easter Sunday, April 9.  March holds much of these 40 days.  

Also, March is the official beginning of Spring (March 20) when flowers begin to burst forth with their God-given beauty, trees 

erupt with all kinds of fragrant blooms, and the air is filled with the sweet smell of blossoms.  It is a glorious time of the year. 

(Unless you have allergies!)  Yes, March is full of the delight of new life as God brings forth such floral and fragrant wonders. 

We, as a church, truly desire for you to understand and live in the new life that there is through faith in Jesus.  Our aim is to be 

used of God to help you thrive as a fully functioning follower of Jesus.  Each of our ministries and the activities of our church are 

designed so you will experience and grow in understanding of who Jesus is and how He wants us to live. 

So, please read through this magazine and consider getting involved.  We are trusting that as you connect and get involved here at 

Neighborhood Church, the Holy Spirit will lead, guide, and teach you.  We would love for you to join in where you can. 

Enjoying this amazing month of March with you, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Celebrating God 

How Do I Intentionally Celebrate God? 

Wow, I love this question!  When I asked Jesus to be my Lord and Savior at the age of 20, I had 

no idea what it meant for me to celebrate God.  My goodness, how He has changed me over 

these years!  For me, intentionally celebrating God has come in different forms. 

In difficult times, such as a cancer diagnosis three years ago with ongoing issues that continue 

to this day, celebrating God has meant directing my thoughts daily to our Good Father!  Such 

as, celebrating the truth that He is in control of all things, and that nothing happens to me that 

has not first been filtered through His loving hands.  Celebrating God’s sovereign control has helped to bring me 

peace!   

I celebrate God by being involved in a Life Group.  I LOVE the people that God has put together in our Life Group!  

 Also, being a part of our worship team and kid’s ministries are fun ways that I celebrate God. 

I can always be intentional by focusing on the truth of His Word.  One of my absolute favorite books in the Bible is 

Psalm 103.  Here are the first five verses from the wonderful Psalm: 

 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 

 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

 4 who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

 5 who satisfies your mouth with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

Celebrating God with you! 

 - Pam Adams, Cypress Campus 
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Celebrating God 

Ce-le-brate: verb (used with object)  

1. to observe (a day) or commemorate (an event) with ceremonies or festivities 

At this stage in my life, I find every day can be as unpredictable as the next.  Plans made can be 

postponed or delayed by a mere phone call, and it happens quite often.  What I can count on 

and intentionally plan is the way I choose to begin and end my day. 

Once I am up, dressed and ready-to-go downstairs, it’s still and quiet.  I have my iced coffee in 

hand.  I sit down with my phone and open my Bible app and bring up Proverbs for that day of 

the month. 

A number of years ago, Jon Wyatt, our Youth Pastor, taught on the study of Proverbs.  He 

challenged us to read Proverbs daily, to read it as a gift from God, a verse every day of the 

month:  To hear, connect, and remember its promise for my life on a daily basis.  I listen to the Proverbs verse for the 

corresponding day three times, meditate on it, and pray as I begin my day. 

I began that challenge many years ago and still today I look forward to “celebrating” that connection with God in my 

life.  It’s a time where I can listen for God’s voice in my life, to apply the verse in my life, and a way to be encouraged by 

God and His Word.  It helps me stay focused on Him throughout the day.  And, as I have discovered, the day never 

really goes as I had planned, but He knows what goes before me.   

Countless times I have felt rewarded as I found myself in conversations with God in times of decision, confusion, and 

distress, and there is a feeling in return that answers my needs.  How amazing it is when God shows up throughout my 

day.  He is good all the time.   

In retrospect, I cannot put a value on my time in the morning, other than my great appreciation and gratefulness for the 

challenge presented so many years ago. 

The blessing of keeping such a daily commitment is rewarding but perpetual.  It truly is an intentional celebration of 

God in my life.  That is how I start my day and now fast forward past all the crazy stuff between morning and night.  I 

typically spend every last minute of it and I’m exhausted.  The day ends late for me, trying to do one more thing before 

I close it down, but one thing for sure, I will climb into bed.  And when I do climb into bed, I have waiting for me at my 

bedside my daily devotional, “Jesus Calling,” book , light and Bible. 

I don’t really remember the origin of this routine, but it has been a habit of mine for decades and again, in retrospect, I 

am so grateful for the years spent “celebrating” with my Lord before I close my eyes at night. 

Oh how I look forward to this time with the Lord.  I know each time He is going to speak directly to me, right off the 

page and into my heart.   It is uncanny how often the devotional for that very day is reflective of what I just walked 

through.  He either reminds me of how “He’s got this” or “You are never alone” or “I told you there would be days like 

this.” 
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Celebrating God 

In good days and bad, those words of encouragement are from His promises found in His Word.  It’s as if the devotion-

al was written for that exact day of my life and yet, it was read just last year!  He has His ways, but I love to spend 

those last  minutes of my day sitting in His presence, feeling the impact of His promises, and closing my day with know-

ing I had time with my heavenly Father. 

The definition of “intentional” involves action and purpose, but the experience of doing so is a reward in and of itself.  I 

believe there is great reward in “intentionally celebrating God” for anyone who chooses. 

 - Sandy Walker 
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Celebrating God 

Be Happy, It’s March 

The Bible tells us of so many amazing folks who were blessed with long lives.  They sang and 

danced every chance they got, at weddings,  bar mitzvahs, during the Sabbath, at festivals 

and holidays.  The Jewish calendar month of Adar coincides with March and the holiday of 

Purim when Queen Esther saved the Jewish people from the wickedness of Haman.  The 

greeting for this holiday is simple: Be happy.  It’s Adar!  What if we could learn from their 

example and celebrate our relationship with God every chance we get, each moment of our 

lives, every day?  Just stop and ponder this potentiality a moment. . .Would we live longer?  

Could you be a Methuselah Junior and live 900 years?  Would we need blood pressure 

medication, psychotherapy, or self-help books? 

Today I attended a Bible Study I had not been to in several months since my total knee replacement surgery.  My dear 

friends all remarked how refreshed I looked.  I replied that all I have been doing is my therapy exercises and resting, 

however, now that I think about it, I have truly been doing so much more.  I talk to God a lot, and it makes me smile a 

smile that doesn’t end, and trust me, during rehabilitation one talks to God plenty and there is nothing to smile about 

when one is in pain.  Still, God gives me hope and makes me smile, and that is something to celebrate about.  God is 

better at cheering me up than anyone, so He keeps sending me friends to take me to all my doctor and therapy 

appointments.  This takes away all my worries and stress, and makes me smile.  My friends get to do their ministry in 

me and they smile too.  We celebrate our love for each other in the Lord.  Just a magnificent celebration of love!  I live 

alone with my rescue pup, Ezree (her name is Hebrew for “My Help”), and when we cuddle (we are both very big on 

cuddles), I feel the joy of God’s comfort and peace, and that is always something to celebrate.   He dries every tear and 

knows how I long to feel loved and erases my longing for my family who lives in Oakland. 

But there’s more!  Sunday mornings I get to party up on YouTube by hosting the livestream for the Neighborhood 

Church of Los Alamitos, and I celebrate staying connected with the rest of my tech team, Pastor Justin, Pastor Shawn, 

and the whole congregation.  I feel so blessed to be part of the crew and not get left behind.  What a great God we 

have who makes such technology possible that I get to pray in real time online, greet others, and it prompts me to stay 

awake for the sermon (haha)! 

I am challenged each day to celebrate my love of the Lord by doing His will, not mine, and pray to live a long and 

healthy life as His loving servant and my friend.  I pray the same for you to celebrate His love for you each day in all you 

do. 

 - Lisa Rimland, Los Alamitos Campus 
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Celebrating God 

Men shall speak of the power of 

Your awesome acts and I will tell 

of Your greatness.   

They shall eagerly utter the 

memory of Your abundant 

goodness and will shout joyfully of 

Your righteousness.   

The Lord is gracious and merciful. 

Psalm 145:6-8 
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Prayer 

Celebrating The Gift & JOY of Prayer 

 

 

 

Isaiah 56: 6-7  And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to Him, to love the name of the Lord, 

and to be His servants. . .these I will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer; for My 

house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 

Matthew 21:12-13   And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and He 

overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.   He said to them, “It is 

written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God?  You are not your own,  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

The Lord’s house is meant to be a safe place.  A place where joy and prayer grow freely.  When Jesus cleansed the 

temple, we see that the worldly and self-centered nature of the business going on in the temple deeply disturbed 

Him. 

1. Prayer Is for God’s People and Their Gatherings 

God’s heart for His place of worship was that it would be characterized by prayer.  There are a lot of things we think of 

when we think about going to church, but is prayer the first thing that pops into our minds? 

1 Timothy 2:8  Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.  

Of all Paul’s requests of the church. . .He always asked for prayer!  He always gave prayer.  Prayer was a heartbeat for 

Paul’s ministry and it is meant to be ours as well. 

2. Prayer in God’s House Brings Joy 

As we watch the news and look at the world around us, it is often very hard to not feel the heaviness of the times. 

Prayer is meant to be our comfort. And as believers, we are meant to come together during times such as these to 

seek God’s face together. For our comfort and joy.   
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Prayer 

Joy in God’s house, in the context of communing with Him through prayer, is meant to be a defining character trait of 

the Lord’s people and His place. 

1 Chronicles 16:27  Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and joy are in His dwelling place.  

We ought to make sure we don’t bring selfishness, commerce, racism, disunity, or any other thing that would hinder a 

spirit of sweet joyful prayer to the gathering of God’s people.  May we cherish the Lord’s joy and presence when we 

gather together. 1 

 

Dear Prayer Partner/Participant, 

You live an amazing life!  In a moment's time you can be in any country in the world. No place is above or beyond your 

reach. 

You can bring comfort to a family who just lost a loved one unexpectedly and tragically. You can influence kings and 

kingdoms and help bring about change in the hearts of world leaders. 

You can help bring protection to those who are in danger, wisdom to those who are looking for answers, strength to 

those who feel they can't go on and encouragement to those who don't know where to turn. 

You can help stay the hand of evil and release the hand of blessing and goodness.  There are no limits to what you can 

do. 

This is possible not because you have great wealth, power or influence. You can do it because you are SIMPLY AN 

ORDINARY PERSON who believes that the Almighty God, in the name of Jesus Christ His Son, will, through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, answer your prayers.  

By Roy Lessin 

 

ADORATION is defined as worshipping (showing great reverence, honor and respect) and loving deeply and God alone 

is worthy of our adoration (Revelation 22:8,9).  From scripture we learn "the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:23-24).  

What is adoration as it applies to seeking the Lord in prayer?  Adoration opens our hearts to bow at the feet of the 

Lord and seek Him, His presence and His glory and excludes the cares of this world and our wants.  

A reverential, heartfelt Biblical example of adoration is demonstrated by King David of Israel in the presence of all the 

assembly:  
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Prayer 

1 Chronicles 29: 10-13  Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly.  And David said: “Blessed 

are You, O Lord, the God of Israel our Father, forever and ever.  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, 

O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all.  In Your 

hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  And now we thank You, our 

God, and praise Your glorious name. 

Psalm 103:1  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,  bless His holy name! 

 

CONFESSION is defined as to admit a sin, crime, mistake or something wrong and to make one's sins known to God or 

the act of admitting ones guilt before God.  

Confession honors the Lord God Almighty, for His holiness and righteousness.  Confession is agreeing with the Lord God 

Almighty that we have fallen short, missed His mark.  Confession means that we take our sin seriously and do not 

blame others, but accept the responsibility of our choice(s).  Confession of our sins reconciles us, releases us, restores 

us, renews us, and refreshes us!  

Jeremiah 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things. . . 

A reverential, heartfelt Biblical example of confession is demonstrated by King David of Israel.  

Psalm 51:1-4, 10  Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot 

out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.   Against You, You only, have I sinned  and done what is evil in your      

sight. . .Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Jesus also gave an example of this to His disciples when one asked “Lord, teach us to pray. . ."  And He said to them, 

"When you pray, say: . . .forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us."  (Luke 11:4) 

Romans 4:7-8  Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man 

against whom the Lord will not count his sin. 

Romans 8:1-2  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of 

life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 

 

THANKSGIVING  is an expression of gratefulness, especially towards God. With a thankful heart we can develop "an 

attitude of gratitude." 

Colossians 2: 6,7  Continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him and overflowing with thankfulness. 
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Prayer 

"Thanksgiving naturally flows from a heart that has spent time focusing/praising God for who He is and has confessed 

all known sin that interferes with this relationship. It is thanking God for what He has done and focuses on what He 

has done."  Fern Nichols.  

"Giving thanks throughout the day is simply a way to show God how grateful we are for who He is.  Regularly giving 

thanks to God not only helps us fully realize how He’s working in our lives, it gives us a new perspective—our mind is 

renewed, our attitude is improved, and we are filled with joy.  It is so easy to forget how blessed we are! Maintaining 

an attitude of gratitude is something we need to do on purpose." Joyce Meyer  

A heartfelt Biblical example of thanksgiving is demonstrated by Jesus: 

The One Who is our Wisdom was thankful for the wisdom given to the simple.   

Matthew 11: 25-26  At that time Jesus said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;  yes, Father, for such was 

Your gracious will." 

The One whose words move mountains and thunders through the heavens, speaks words of thanksgiving to 

the Heavenly Father for hearing and answering His prayer.  

       John 11:40-42  Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” So they 

rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said,  “Father, thank You for hearing Me. You 

always hear Me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will 

believe You sent Me.'”   

The One Who established the Passover, became the Passover Lamb.  Yet before He took His place on the 

cross as the Lamb of God Who took away the sins of the world, He gave thanks to the Heavenly Father.  

Matthew 26:26  As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is my body.”  

 

INTERCESSION:   Intercession is simply coming  to God on behalf of others.  With a heart now settled in peace with the 

Lord God after praising Him, confessing all known sins before Him and seeking His forgiveness, thanking Him for what 

He has done and now with a heart filled with gratitude, we now can move into interceding for His will and for others.  

From scripture we know  we have access to Father God  through His Son Jesus (Ephesians 2:18).  Jesus lives to make 

intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25) and  advocates for us (1 John 2)  and is seated at the right hand of power (Luke 

22:69,  Ephesians 1:13, Colossians 3:1 and Hebrews 8:1). 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit, our Counselor/Advocate, also intercedes for us when we don't know how to pray  (John 

14:26,  Romans 8:26, and Hebrews 7:25-27). 
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Prayer 

OUR CONFIDENCE 

1 John 5:14-15  And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He 

hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked 

of Him. 

Ephesians 3: 20-21  Now to Him Who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us,  to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

1  Condensed from Why Did Jesus Say, ‘My House Will Be Called a House of Prayer’? 

 https://www.christianity.com/wiki/prayer/why-did-jesus-say-my-house-will-be-called-a-house-of-prayer.html 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

 

Let us pray for you, too!  

Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com).  The  Prayer Team is still actively 

praying for YOU! 

Cypress Prayer Team meets:  Sundays at 9:00 am in the Prayer Room on the bottom floor.  We pray for the church 

service, etc.  Open to all who have a heart to pray.  Hosted by Richard Horne. 

Women's Prayer Group meets: Tuesdays at 2:00-4:00 pm in the Prayer Room.  Hosted by Lynn Selden. 
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Serving Our Church 

Interested in learning more about our church?  More about God?  More about getting involved, connected, plugged in, 

and belonging? 

Join our upcoming “Welcome to the Family” course where you can get a great overview of our church vision, values, 

history, heart, people, and practices.  If you would like, you can also apply to become a new member of our church 

after the class is over! 

Our next classes will be on Sundays, March 5, 12, 19, and 26.  We will be meeting on the Cypress campus, Room 1 

during the second gathering, 10:30am-noon. 

Please contact Pastor Terry Lambert at Terry@neighborhoodchurch.com if you are interested in attending these 

classes or if you  have questions. 

Join us as we thrive in Christ together! 
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Congratulations, Lee Jones 

 

Lee Jones is the IT Director and occasionally itinerant pastor.  He 

earned a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) in Organizational Management 

from Talbot School of Theology in 2007 and a Master of Science in 

Information Technology Management (MSITM) from Western 

Governors University in 2022.  We are spotlighting Lee with a series of 

questions and answers: 

What led you to Neighborhood Church, and how did you get involved? 

Cathy and I started attending the church when we moved into the area, 

and I got involved in the worship ministry and as a pastoral intern.  

Since my day job is being an IT guy, once I graduated from Talbot, I started helping with some church technology 

needs.  I also occasionally fill in preaching at our branch churches, which is always a privilege and joy. 

I am generally a behind-the-scenes guy, so I imagine most people don’t know me.  I support the bulk of the technology 

needs of the staff and congregation, except for worship arts.  My day job has been in IT services for a few decades, so it 

just made sense to get involved in the technology we use in ministry. 

Tell us a little bit about yourself. 

I am not from California, although I call it home.  I grew up in Taiwan, moved here to attend Biola, where I met my 

wife, Cathy.  My father retired from the Air Force as a Tech Sergeant, and my mother was a serial nightclub 

entrepreneur.  Somehow they fell in love, and he retired to Taiwan for her sake.  My mother enrolled me in the Taiwan 

public schools, but my father placed me in a local missionary K-12 instead, Morris Christian Academy. 

When I turned 18, my father insisted that I move back to the State.  He was afraid that I would never leave Taiwan if I 

stayed to work and support the family.  So I went to Biola University and on an academic scholarship, met Cathy, and I 

have lived in California ever since. 

You have two masters degrees.  Education seems to be important to you. 

Yes, I believe that education is important, so when I am faced with a new problem, I default to gaining understanding 

and knowledge.  My father and mother both encouraged me to pursue education and be more successful than they 

were.  They both struggled financially growing up, and where my father finished high school, my mom did not.  They 

really wanted me to excel academically and have a better life. 

My first degree was preparation for ministry, and Cathy put me through seminary while I worked in IT.  We planned on 

being “domestic missionaries,” focusing on urban evangelism.  Our plan was to serve people on the edge of society, 
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like homeless men and women, formerly incarcerated, and people trying to get off drugs.  Once I earned my M.Div., we 

made plans to move to Georgia and join a church as staff, and I would become bi-vocational.  At the last minute, the 

church rescinded the offer, and we stayed.  It is one of the reasons that I enjoy filling in preaching at our branch 

churches on occasion, putting my M.Div. to use. 

Ok, but why the second master’s degree? 

I actually earned my second master’s out of necessity.  Although God has blessed the work of my hands regularly, 

sometimes it did feel like listing my M.Div. on my resume hurt my chances of working in the secular workforce.  I work 

at a community college, Mount San Antonio College.  I am able to use my M.Div. and my pastoral license from the 

church as a way to minister to others at work, and that was good enough for me. 

But why a second master’s?  Fast forward to the COVID lockdown.  I got a new manager while we were working 

remotely.  For my first yearly review, my new boss faulted me as lacking in personnel management, project 

management, and a few other things, and I was placed on a one-year performance improvement plan.  If you are not 

familiar with the idea, it basically means “improve in these ways or you are fired” (no pressure).  He was not impressed 

with my 30 years of experience, track record at the college, or my M.Div.  I proposed earning certificates or degrees 

that would prove my expertise.  HR agreed a regionally accredited degree would be acceptable, so that’s how I found 

myself back in graduate school in my late forties! 

WGU is online, affordable, and competency-based, so it lets you move at your own pace.  I was able to accelerate my 

education and complete it in 12 months instead.  I stayed up late and sacrificed a lot of weekends, but Cathy was really 

supportive and that made it much easier.  Cathy’s also going to be completing her gemology program soon, so we will 

both feel pretty accomplished. 

What’s next for you? 

Recently I have been getting a lot of time and opportunities to speak up publicly at the college.  I have felt emboldened 

to declare my faith as a Christian and an IT guy in education, and I have been able to minister to more people at work 

recently.  Several opportunities to leave Mount San Antonio College have presented themselves, but I feel like there is 

more good I can do here at the moment.  I don’t know what God has planned for us next, but Cathy and I are open to 

whatever comes next. 
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Our Coffee Connect Ministry’s official kickoff was Sunday, February 12 with 

coffee and refreshment service between the first and second gatherings at the 

Cypress campus (10:10am-10:40am-ish). 

The main purpose is to have time to connect and share a moment catching up 

with friends, making new friends, and enjoying time together with coffee and 

fun refreshments. 

We had a successful soft launch.  It was a great time and people have stepped 

up to serve so we can continue this through the rest of the year! 

So if you attend the 9:00am gathering, please stay a bit after.  If you attend 

the 10:45am gathering, please come a little early.   
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2023 Staff Retreat 

On January 29 to 31 the Pastoral Staff took its annual Staff 

Retreat.  On previous years we have gone to mountain cabins or 

a great hotel in Costa Mesa.  This year we used the Knott’s Berry 

Farm Hotel in Buena Park.  It had great accommodations  (not to 

mention at a great price) and was really close to home. 

We began Sunday evening with a dinner and prayer time with the 

Elders at Pastor Mike’s house.  It was a good time of asking 

Father-God for clarity and direction for the coming year.  

On Monday morning we hit the pavement running 

(metaphorically speaking).  Our goal was to think through what “missional thinking” is, what it looks like, and how we 

could implement it into the ministries of Neighborhood Church. We had already done some pre-session reading 

including a great article by David Putman and Ed Stetzer titled Moving Beyond Personal Preferences into Missional 

Thinking.  It is a great article for getting the juices going. 

For our first session we invited Josh McKay and Jericho Almiranez to come share what missional thinking looked like in 

their ministries.  Great insights and stimulating ideas from both.  

We continued to work at what missional thinking would look like at Neighborhood Church.  We even tried to write a 

song about it (don’t ask!).  We worked on some strategies for some of our ministries and ended the retreat with a time 

of prayer, thanking Father-God for what we had accomplished, and asking for direction from Him as we dive into 2023. 

Besides what we got done, we really enjoyed the time at the hotel.  We were on the 9th floor in the Preston Parlor with 

a great view looking west.  We had lunch in our meeting room both days (deli sandwiches on Monday, and chicken 

with mashed potatoes and beans on Tuesday).  Both days we “suffered” through Mrs. Knott’s boysenberry pie for 

dessert.  The lunches and the special accommodating staff from Knott’s made for a great two days.  

All in all it was a great three days.  We are looking forward to how it will unfold over the next few months. 

 - Pastor Terry 
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2022-23 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Jesus (Elder Apprentice from Iglesia Biblica Comunidad de Cypress), Robert Matthews, 
Mike McKay (Senior Pastor) Jeff Harabedian, and Wayne Alves (Chair) 

Middle Row: (left to right):  Lance Peterson, Vasantha Inavolu 

Back Row (left to right):  Foraker Smith, Wes Howard, Steve Ellis, and Doug Ferguson                                               
 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 

Leadership is the act of influencing/serving others out of Christ’s interests in their lives so 

they accomplish God’s purposes for and through them. 
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2022-23 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right):  David Martinez, Maria Falcone, Hap Kellogg, and Mike Ladewig 

Back Row (left to right):  John Montanye, Tony Birge (Chair), Janis Lacombe, Rebecca Adams, and  
Pastor Terry Lambert ( staff liaison )  

 

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Any Christian leader should be driven in his or her life by the love of God in anything that 

he or she does, so that other people recognize the heart and motives of that leader. 
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Coffee Connect Ministry - Join this ministry to provide a hot cup of coffee and a variety of goodies between 

gathering on Sunday mornings. 

Contact: Yvonne Page yvonnepage2012@gmail.com 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have several front doors 

and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church.   It only takes 

about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

 

Help Jacob Pass Out Worship Folders!   

We are looking for individuals to be ushers who would be willing to pass 

out worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and 

assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every three 

months), please join our team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or anchetahb@gmail.com 
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Volunteer: Full Job Description 

Salary:  Volunteers are not paid - not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless. 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or EMS.  Times and hours 

are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Church Library 

 

SPRING into READING  

at your Church Library 

 

The church library is open between gatherings on Sundays, 10:00 - 10:45am 

Scan the QR code to the right to view our library catalog. 

Our librarian:  Joanne Ladewig 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

One-use water bottles flood America’s waterways and landfills at a rate of 60 million PER DAY!  

National Recycling Month raises awareness about recycling and the purchasing of recycled products.  

We know environmental concerns are still on the increase, so we need to do more, and we need to do it now!  The 

EPA encourages every American to contribute by recycling not only on an annual recycle day, but all year. 

We can work together to reduce waste by the recycling of water bottles and soda cans!   

Please collect and drop off empty water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 

4:00pm.  Make sure your containers are whole and free of contaminants such as dirt, excessive liquid, or other foreign 

substances. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

This is an EASY way of donating! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 

 - Jacque Kovacik 

New Baptismal Update 

Thanks to your generosity we have 

purchased our new baptismal! We look 

forward to baptizing many people in 

the near future.  
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2022 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office at 

Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We have Neighborhood Church envelopes for those who are interested.  They are available in the church lobby at the 

Welcome Desk or you may contact Shannon at (714) 952-3001 to arrange a time to pick them up. 

Thank you all for your loving hearts and generous ways.  Neighborhood Church is blessed by each of you. 
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Super Bowl Included Ads about Jesus 

as Part of. . .”He Gets Us” Campaign 

Thanks to a multi-million dollar “He Gets Us” campaign, viewers saw something 

during the Super Bowl they might not have been expecting - ads about Jesus!  Each 

year, millions of people watch the Super Bowl.  But plenty who tuned in on 

February 12, 2023, did so simply to see Kansas City face off against Philadelphia.  

They were also checking out the commercial breaks. 

Oftentimes, Super Bowl advertising generates as much (if not more) buzz and 

conversation as the game itself.  Brands can spend an estimated $7 million for just 

one, thirty-second ad during the Big Game.  So it’s no wonder the commercials 

have become a massive draw for viewers of the widely televised championship 

event. 

Super Bowl advertising often taps into big-name celebrities or pop culture.  And 

they usually have us tearing up, reeling in shock, or laughing out loud.  But 

something most viewers wouldn’t expect to see during the most-watched sporting 

event in the US is ads about Jesus.  However, Super Bowl LVII did include just that 

thanks to a multi-million dollar campaign from the “He Gets Us” movement. 

According to Jason Vanderground, the President of Haven - the advertising agency 

behind the ads, the goal behind the “He Gets Us” campaign is to “unify the 

American people around the confounding love and forgiveness of Jesus.”  The idea 

is to redefine how people see Jesus. 

“In some ways, in America, there needs to be a rebranding of Jesus to a more 

biblically accurate and historically accurate Jesus Christ,” said Chris Broussard, a 

sports commentator for Fox Sports 1/Fox Sports Radio and a spokesperson for the 

campaign.  “And I think that the He Gets Us campaign does that.” 

Many view religion as stuffy, judgmental, and divisive.  But the “He Gets Us” 

campaign seeks to help folks realize that Jesus is none of those things.  “We simply 

want everyone to understand the authentic Jesus as He’s depicted in the Bible - the Jesus of radical forgiveness, 

compassion, and love,” states the campaign’s website. 

And so, in addition to their regular advertising efforts and viral ads, the “He Gets Us” campaign used one of the biggest 

platforms in mainstream media - The Super Bowl - to spread this simple truth:  Jesus loves you.  Not only does Jesus 

love us, but He gets us.  He relates to our struggles - He knows what it’s like to be human.  But what makes Jesus 

“much more than just a good guy and a profound teacher,” as the “He Get Us” website points out, is that He is the Son 

of God.  Through Him, we find forgiveness and grace for all our flaws, faults, and sins.  Through Jesus, we find what this 

world cannot offer - salvation.  And how exciting to know the truth of the Good News was broadcast during the Super 

Bowl! 

 - Mel Johnson 
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For I resolved to  know nothing while I was with  you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

I Corinthians 2:2 

Join us on Sunday, March 12.  That Sunday will be devoted to missions, and we will get to hear, in person and 

by video, from the missionaries we support.  Our missionaries serve everywhere from Florida to the Philip-

pines, North Carolina to Mexico, and Arizona to Ecuador.  So come and find out what God is doing! 

 - Lance Peterson, Global Outreach Team 
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Where You go, I’ll go 
Where You stay, I’ll stay 
When You move, I’ll move 
I will follow 
 
All Your ways are good 
All Your ways are sure 
I will trust in You alone 
Higher than my side 
High above my life 
I will trust in You alone 
 
Where You go, I’ll go 
Where You stay, I’ll stay 
When You move, I’ll move 
I will follow You 
Who You love, I’ll love 
How You serve, I’ll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow You 
I will follow You 
 
Light unto the world 
Light unto my life 
I will live for You alone 
You’re the one I seek 
Knowing I will find 
All I need in You alone, in You alone 
 
Where You go, I’ll go 
Where You stay, I’ll stay 
When You move, I’ll move 
I will follow you 

Who You love, I’ll love 
How You serve, I’ll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow You 
I will follow You 
 
In You there’s life everlasting 
In You there’s freedom for my soul 
In You there’s joy, unending joy 
And I will follow 
 
When You go, I’ll go 
Where You stay, I’ll stay 
When You move, I’ll move 
I will follow 
Who You love, I’ll love 
How You serve, I’ll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow 
 
Where You go, I’ll go 
Where You stay, I’ll stay 
When You move, I’ll move 
I will follow 
Who You love, I’ll love 
How You serve, I’ll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow You. 
 
I will follow you. 



34 

 

Serving in Missions 

Tony Rodriguez and his wife, Jane, formed a ministry called “Jane’s House” many years ago.  Tony was the high school 

pastor when he began the ministry in India.  Jane noticed many abandoned children and proposed adopting two and 

taking them back to the US. 

A larger concept formed: starting an orphanage and taking care of the many children there.  Tony began leading trips to 

help the local pastors he had met with evangelism in nearby villages and spiritual training for the pastors. 

After years of ministry in Nellore, and after much prayer and the formation of a new partnership a few hours north, 

near Viosakhapatnam, there was a location and name change. 

House of Hope continues the mission of Jane’s House, assisting orphans, children in great need, widows, and those 

suffering with leprosy.  In partnership with New Life Ministries, food, medical and dental care, and educational 

opportunities are provided to children in need. 

This year’s trip will be led by Tony and will have two branches that will form one team.  The participants from Cypress 

will work with folks from Washington state.  Simultaneous training will occur - Tony will meet live with the Washington 

group and the Cypress group will join virtually.  They will merge along the route, most likely in Singapore, to travel the 

last leg to Visakhapatnam, India together. 

The likely dates are August 22 - September 3.  This could vary by a day or two as ticketing is secured. 

The team will stay at the New Life Ministry compound.  Raja and Neelima will take care of food and lodging, and all of 

the team needs, including the daily transportation for ministry activities and village evangelism.  Tony’s faithful friend, 

Kiran, will fly up to assist the team and to translate. 

 - Jo Anne Sims 
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The Love N Loomers Are Back to Work! 

God Presented a Need and We Are on It! 

Neighborhood Church Loomers, along with an opportunity suggested by House of Hope, will 

be performing its first mission of the year by making 300 woolen hats for the children in the 

orphanages in India.  Our goal is to distribute them to the children on our trip to India in Au-

gust. 

We are well on our way to our goal and have almost 100 made already.  Please join us in 

reaching this goal completely by attending the Loomers’ class on Thursdays at the Cypress 

campus in Room 1 at 6:30pm.  We will meet every Thursday if there is a need to meet.  Once you have learned, you 

can do it at home. 

No worries if you don’t know how to loom. . .it’s very easy!  We will show you.  Please bring a loom that’s about 9.5 

inches in diameter with the pick and needle.  It all comes in a complete package for a reasonable price on Amazon or 

JoAnn Fabric, and you can buy just the one loom or the different sizes. 

“Father, open my eyes each day to see the hurting and needy people around me.  Open my heart to do what I can to 

show them what God’s love looks like.” 

All the widows stood around Peter, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made.  Acts 

9:39 

God bless you always and abundantly! 

 - Maria Falcone 

Serving in Missions 
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(and your stuff!!!)  

 Saturday, April 29 

  8am - 2pm 

 
 

The sale you have been waiting for is back!  The Neighborhood Church Rummage Sale! 

Now is the time to clean up, clean out, and save your best goodies for the Rummage Sale!   

All proceeds from the sale go toward supporting our summer short-term mission teams.  

More details to come. . . 

Contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com if you have any questions. 
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Our Missionaries 

Names Organization Email Location 

Joe & Gwynn Browne Faith in Christ Ministries gwynn@ficmla.com South Los Angeles California 

Bruce and Sue Camp DualReach bruce@dualreach.org Located in  
Dana Point,  
but minister throughout the 
USA,  
Pakistan and other parts of 
the world. 

The Castro Family Yugo Ministries roccas@live.com  Tijuana, Mexico 

Bob and Kim Clark Association of Baptists  
for World Evangelism (ABWE) 

robert@equipasia.net;  
kim@equipasia.net;  
rtclark@ilcoud.com;  
kim.clark@faith.edu.ph 

Manila, Philippines 

Bruce & Wendy Dower Shiloh Military Ministries Bruce Dower 
<bruce.dower@shilohmm.org> 

North Bragg  
Hospitality House,  
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

Dave & Lisa Everitt Novo dave.everitt@novo.org;  
content2b.lisa@gmail.com  

Oregon 

Matt and Holly Melton Cru Holly.Melton@cru.org; 
Matt.Melton@cru.org 

North Orange County/  
Long Beach campuses 

Cindy Pearson  crpears@gmail.com Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

Dan & Lori Punkay WEC International  
(Worldwide Evangelization  
for Christ) 

dlpunkay@gmail.com Mexico City, Mexico 

Tony & Jane Rodriguez House of Hope Tony  
rodriguezinwa@gmail.com  

Live in Washington state and  
ministers in South East India 

Tom and Gayle Shook ReachGlobal gayle.shook@hisrefuge.org;  
thomasandgayle@gmail.com 

Santa Ana 

Takeshi & Dorrie Takazawa Asian Access ttakazawa@asianaccess.org;  
dtakazawa@asianaccess.org 

Asia 

Bob and Virginia Travis InFaith bgtravis@gmail.com Wheaton, Illinois 
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Our Missionaries 

Names Organization Email Location 

Greg & Jennifer Weaver Operation Mobilization (OM) 
International 

gandjweaver@gmail.com Portugal 

The Weik Family  
(Eunice, Taylor, Kyle) 

The Navigators eweik59@gmail.com Sunland Region  
(California, Arizona,  
Hawaii, Utah) 

Greg and Kristie Wiedle Cru greg.wiedle@cru.org;  
kristie.wiedle@cru.org 

Orlando, Florida 

Chet & Katie Williams Commission to Every Nation chetandkatie@gmail.com Ecuador 

 As you look ahead in 2023, please remember to pray and seek God about making a 

financial commitment to Faith Promise.  

Faith Promise is money given, separate from our tithe, that allows us to support our global 

missionaries and short-term mission projects, apart from our local church budget.  

We will be talking about Neighborhood Church missionaries, projects and Faith Promise in 

the coming weeks.  

If you’d like to learn more, pick up a brochure in the church lobby. 
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In February, our Shine Kids’ program had our first-ever Love Night!  As you know, there were pink and red and purple 

hearts everywhere in February and the word love was floating all around.  So, it was a perfect time to talk about love 

with children.   

What is love?  Is it just a fuzzy feeling, a crush, or a choice?   

The best answer is found in God’s Word, the Bible.  The Bible book of 1 John 3:16 defines love.  “This is how we know 

what real love is: Jesus gave his life for us.  So, we should give our lives for our brothers.” (ICB) 

Jesus gave.  Jesus gave up everything He had to make us friends with God again.  So, love is more than just a feeling.  It 

is a choice to give.  Jesus gave all of Himself to us.  So we should give our lives for others. 

And what does that look like?  We could talk about that for a really long time, but I would just like to read bits from the 

passage I read to the kids on that Wednesday night. 

It is from Luke 6. 

Love your enemies.  Do good to those who hate you.   

Ask God to bless those who say bad things to you.   

Pray for those who are cruel to you. 

Do for other people what you want them to do for you.   

If you love only those who love you, should you get some special praise for doing that?  No! 

The only reason we are able to love, is because Go loved us first (1 John 4:19).  So do to others, as Jesus has done to 

you.  It was the weekend before Valentine’s, so we asked the kids to take the time as an opportunity to love on: 

Their not so favorite person 

Someone going through a hard time 

A cranky family member 

Someone they are angry with and need to forgive 

This is what the kids were challenged with.  Now the challenge is on you! 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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In the pictures below the kids are singing about God’s love and then making Valentine cards for people outside their 

circle of friends.  We had a sweet time. 
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Bible Day Camp 

July 17 - 21 

Watch for more details as the 

date get closer! 
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              SHINE LIKE STARS!  

Hello beautiful ladies of Neighborhood Church and beyond.  You 

are invited to a lovely morning to discover our calling to Shine 

Like Stars!  Philippians 2:15b-16a says: In which you shine like 

stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life. 

We have created this time and space for meaningful worship, getting-to-know-you-and-you-laugh games that might 

put a twinkle in your eyes, stellar crafts, creating cards for seniors living in a senior home, out of this world food, and a 

time together that will help us to be both heavenly-minded and earthly good. 

Who knows?  Starry-eyed with all that we learn, we might go on a galaxy quest far, far away to explore strange new 

worlds, seek out new life and new civilizations, and boldly go where no woman has gone before to share the Gospel.  

Maybe! 

To clear up any nebulous thoughts:          SHINE LIKE STARS 

Saturday, March 25 

9:30am - noon 

Cost $5.00 

Please bring a brunch-style potluck dish to share with this cluster of women. 

Psalm 148:3-5  Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars. . .Let them 

praise the name of the Lord, for at his command they were created. 



48 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Beverly 

Hayworth, Becky Howard, Laurel Kulik, Helen Passmore, Jo Anne Sims, and Judy Ungeheier.  

We look forward to continuing to serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Discover the depths of God’s truth for yourself every day 

- and be encouraged by others doing the same.  Hundreds of thousands worldwide have encountered 

God through His Word and grown in their faith in Christ as they participate in the unique four-fold, in-

depth Bible study.  Please join us as we discover the fullness of hope in the darkest of times in our new 

study,  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided.  We will explore 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and their 

respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm 

Location:  Bellflower Brethren Church 
   9405 Flower Street (corner of Flower Street and Clark Avenue) 
   Bellflower, CA  90706  
 
Contact:     Christine Theodore at (562) 533-2727 or christineatheodore@gmail.com   

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grades) on Monday nights from 6:30—

7:40pm exclusively on Zoom.  This program does not require adult attendance/enrollment.  This is a 

great opportunity for busy students - cuts out driving time and homework is an arm’s length away. 



49 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Bible Study - We will not be meeting on March 30 or  April 6 due to the 

Easter Holiday.  However, join us anytime as we continue our study of Isaiah. 

Day/Time:  Thursday, 9:30am-11:30am 

Location:  Room 2 at the Cypress campus 
 
Contact:     Lisa Rimland at (714) 519-1879   

Community Bible Study - Looking for a way to dig deeper into God’s Word?  CBS (Community Bible 

Study) is a great answer for you!  It’s both a local and international Bible study that has been around for 

over 45 years with classes offered in 71 countries.  Their mission statement is “To make disciples of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in our communities through caring, in-depth Bible study, available to all.”  If you know a little about 

Jesus or a lot about Jesus, or are interested in knowing about Jesus, CBS is the place for you. 

I’ve been attending for over 25 years and am so thankful for the format, fellowship, and teaching.  Each class location 

studies different books of the Bible.  You are encouraged to first read the scripture passages for that week at home 

and then answer questions that pertain to those passages.  Yes, like homework! On class days you gather with the 

entire group (usually over 100 people) to first worship and then break off into your core group of 12+ people that you 

get to be with for the year (mid-September to mid-May with summers off).  What sweet times of getting to know one 

another while discovering more of the Lord!  After core group time, the entire group gathers together again to listen 

to a short lecture about the same passage you just studied and learned about.  One last way to learn is to read the 

provided commentary pages about the passage.  Whew!  You will learn the Bible and have fun doing it. 

Classes are located all over the Southland and beyond.  I attend the class in Bellflower held at Encounter Church 

where I am also the Associate Teaching Director.  This year we are currently studying Joshua, 1 and 2 Timothy. 

Day/Time:  Thursday, 9:15am-11:00am   Friday, 9:30am-11:30am 

Location:  Encounter Church     Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 
   10012 Ramona Street    11600 Los Alamitos Blvd. 
   Bellflower, CA  90706     Los Alamitos, CA  90720 

Contact:     Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com   
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Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, March 7. 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - Are you looking for a place to grow and connect in 2023?  We are at a transition point to a new study, 

so it is a great time to join the class.  Though our name includes the word “quiet,” we have a lot to say and we 

welcome new ladies and new thoughts. 

We have just finished and will review “The Power of the Names of God” by Dr. Tony Evans.  We have not decided our 

new study, but we will dive into our choice after time spent discussing our missionaries on Mission Sunday, March 12. 

Spring is a time for new beginnings, and recognizing that God Himself is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  He 

desires for each of us to have His power and to  know His heart.  Come and study with us for an inspirational and 

purposeful 2023! 

Leader:   Jo Anne Sims at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 2  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, and are looking for other women who are 

working through that time of life, come and join us!  This month we will be meeting on March 25 at Ginny DeBois’ 

home at noon.  Bring your lunch and then stay to play Bingo.  The winner will receive a grand prize! 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 
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Sharing Our Lives 

 

 

NEW WOMEN'S PRAYER GROUP BEGINNING! 

WHO 

Open to all women who have a heart to pray  

for themselves, their family, our church and staff and our nation 

 

WHEN 

Tuesdays, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

 

WHERE 

Neighborhood Church of Cypress, Prayer Room, First Floor 

 

WHOM TO CONTACT 

Lynn Selden 

(714) 826-4291 or leave message on recorder 

 

WHAT TO BRING 

Pen or Pencil, and Bible 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

We will use the ACTS pattern: 

Adoration/Praise, Confession (silently before you and God alone),  

Thanksgiving and Supplication/Intercession  

 

Also - All that is prayed for in the group, stays in the group  

for the sanctity and the integrity of the group and   

for the ministry of prayer. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Discover the depths of God’s truth for yourself every day - and be 

encouraged by others doing the same.  Hundreds of thousands worldwide have encountered God 

through His Word and grown in their faith in Christ as they participate in the unique four-fold, in-depth 

Bible study.  Please join us as we discover the fullness of hope in the darkest of times in our new study,  

People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided.  We will explore 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and their respective 

prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 
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Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 17-20+ mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 14-16 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Christian Cycling Orange County Spoke invites you to join us at the Sea Otter Classic in Monterey, 

California taking place on April 20-23.  This is one of the largest bike expos in the country.  The expo has 

hundred of vendors who display new products, distribute free samples, and offer great bargains.  You will 

have the opportunity to test ride the latest bikes and check out the latest gear.  The festival also includes 

an international food court and entertainment.  Admission fees vary from  $15.00 for one day to $50 for 

four days (included with your paid rides).   

Several of our teammates will be riding in the non-competitive road rides: Grand Fondo Coastal (52 miles) or the 

Grand Fondo Carmel Valley (92 miles).  You can register at seaotterclassic.com.  The fee for the ride includes 

admission to the expo and festival. 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting , and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

Counseling 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 
Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

Date    Topic 

March 2   The Journey of Grief - Part 1 

March 9   The Journey of Grief - Parts 2 

March 16   Grief and Your Relationships 

March 23   Why? 

March 30   Guilt and Anger 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call  to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Gilbert at (310) 605-0117 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 
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Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

 

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 

Helping the Hurting 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Memory Verse 

Let your light shine before 

others that they may see your 

good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

Keep the Beat Tap. . .Tap 

Leg. . .Leg 

Clap. . .Clap. . .Clap 

I learned from Miss Christine’s Bible stories that there are three things that Jesus 

does - preaching, teaching, and healing.  This verse comes from Jesus’ teaching on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 

 - Suzanne 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Since I have significant Sunday responsibilities, Fridays are my functional “Sabbath” of sorts.  It’s 

when I try to minimize my “work” and rest or do things that are otherwise helpful for my well-

being.  So, for instance, I worked out on Friday.  Not restful.  Not enjoyable.  But good for my 

long-term well-being.  Hopefully, it will give me a few more Sabbaths down the line. 

One of my favorite things to do, one of my “happy places” is a coffee shop.  Bogart’s down in 

Seal Beach probably tops my list, but most any coffee shop will do.  But the last couple of 

Fridays I opted for sleeping in a little for my Sabbath rather than driving kids to school.  The result: I am stuck at home - 

three drivers, two cars, means I’m the odd driver out.  And so I’m stuck at home. 

For those who are green-thumbed and handy, that might sound good.  I am neither and so I find being homebound is 

often sub-optimal.  But recently I was inspired to go check out a bagel shop just a stone’s throw from my house.  

Usually I only walk for an ice cream  from my house.  This a big step in a healthy direction.  Ok, a baby step as I had a 

chocolate milk and a bagel with extra butter.  I am reading a big old biography and so I cracked it open and enjoyed my 

light breakfast.  I enjoyed it so much I did it again the next day! 

Maybe this isn’t an issue for some of you, but in our mobilized world, it’s easy to be overwhelmed by options within 

driving distance, always looking for something better.  There is nothing wrong with mobility and the places we will go, 

as Dr. Suess said.  I will be back to Bogart’s sooner rather than later.  But there was something refreshing to being so 

local, to walk for a bagel or ice cream.  It’s a reminder of a theological and missional reality: God has placed you where 

you are for a purpose, for a mission.   

The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 

made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mankind life and breath and everything.  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 

the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that 

they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.  Acts 17:24-27a 

Why do I love that?  It tells us that where we are is no accident and it is used for how God reaches us and how He 

wants to reach others.  He puts people who would believe in a place where they could believe.  Maybe in their 

reaching out for God they will bump into us and we can faithfully point the way.  That is why He has put us here. 

Now don’t get me wrong.  Don’t run out and sell your car on account of me.  I still need to get to a bookstore or  

Bogart’s, but don’t forget that God has placed you.  Enjoy your neighborhood.  Walk local.  Buy local.  Be a presence or 

maybe, in time, people will start reaching out for Jesus and they’ll bump into you. 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

How would you describe the perfect neighbor?  Neat, orderly, quiet?  

Party animals?  Perhaps you can recall times in life when you have 

wanted a different neighbor and maybe you even moved to make that 

happen.  Who would you choose to be your neighbors if you could?  My 

sister-in-law would choose Chef Alton Brown because of his skills in 

cooking, and Jay Leno who just might fix her car and certainly give her a 

good laugh when they chatted.  The truth is we don’t really get to choose 

our neighbors.  When you find a good neighbor, you want to stay put 

because it’s hard to find truly good neighbors.   

Neighboring, the art of being a good neighbor to those around us, is an 

artform.  How do you treat those people around you?  What would they 

say about you as a neighbor?   

Then there is the flip side.  How do you care for your neighbors?  There is not a magic recipe to follow, but rather it’s 

creative and unique to each neighbor.   Our daughter, son-in-law, and granddaughters live upstairs in our home.  Elliot 

who is 4 ½ years old is already practicing the art of neighboring and she is making a sweet difference in our 

neighborhood. 

This last Christmas, Elliot came up with a great idea.  She found some Valentine sandwich bags in my wrapping paper 

drawer, yes, Valentine, and she would not be swayed to use other bags.  She filled them with mini dog bones from our 

dog’s jar and tied them shut.  With help, she used clothespins to attach them to our leafless sapling  in the park way in 

front of our house.   
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Her mom helped her make a sign inviting the many dog owners who walk by our house on the way to the park to take 

a bag of bones for their dog.  All 11 bags Elliot prepared were taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wondered if we would hear any feedback.  The very next day, I noticed that someone clipped a note to the tree.  It 

was from Chester the dog, thanking Elliot for the bones.  On another day, I was out front when someone walked by 

and her little dog stopped at the tree and started jumping.  He had enjoyed snacks there the day before and he 

wanted more!  We had a short but fun conversation.  There is another neighbor who regularly walks her white 

Schnauzer on our street.  I have tried many times to say hello or wave and never received a response.  Lately the 

neighbor has been smiling and waving at me.  I wonder if the dog bones made a difference?    

 - Christine Theodore 
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Branching Out  
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Branching Out  



64 

 

EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Colson@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Haylie@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Leroy@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Pastor 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-3001 x213 
EM:  Manuel@ 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 

 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Pastor 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Pastor 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Pastor 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 

 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Worship Arts 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Bob@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Pastor 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
and Life Groups 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Welcome to the Family Classes 

Daylight Savings Time 

Missions Sunday 

Bloom Presents:  Shine Like Stars 

Next Steppers Lunch & Bingo 

Palm Sunday 

Easter 

Rummage Sale 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

Bible Day Camp 

We endeavor to live and love like Jesus  as we compassionately 

relate to our community and beyond so that all will thrive as 

followers of Christ!  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

all that  is within me 

Bless His holy name! 

Psalm 103:1 


