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What?  It’s May!  

 Let’s Celebrate! 

The month of May is an incredible month full of celebrations.  Celebrations like graduations, Mother’s Day, National 

BBQ Month, National Salad Month, National Chocolate Chip Day, Memorial Day, Cinco de Mayo, Children’s Day (South 

Korea), Star Wars Day (may the 4th be with you), Victoria Day (Canada), National Police Week, National Hamburger 

Month, Nurses Day, Teachers Day. . .and a whole lot more.  All great celebrations and times to honor, commemorate, 

and appreciate those we live around and those we love.  

Celebrations and the time together are of great value.  Celebrations help us feel good and affirmed as we share 

common likes, common interests, and common values like at a victory party, graduation, or business accomplishment. 

Celebrations also teach us, and expand our understanding of our beliefs and heritage like what we just celebrated last 

month with the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on  Easter Sunday.  May the month of May be a great time to enjoy a 

few additional celebrations.  I think I’m going to really get into BBQ this month! 

Here at Neighborhood Church, the month of May has many opportunities to celebrate, connect, and grow in faith.  

Just read through this wonderful Connections magazine and you will find an abundance of choices to have fun serving 

the Lord, have fun growing in your faith, have fun connecting and reconnecting to God, and have fun hanging out with 

friends. . .and so much more, all to help us thrive as followers of Jesus. 

May is a wonderful month!  Let’s celebrate and enjoy it as we seek to know Jesus more and encourage each other to 

thrive as we seek to live life His way.  

Having a great time with you in this fun month of May, 

 

 

Pastor Mike  

Message from Mike 
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Women We Love 

An Amazing Example 

What makes my mom special?  She is a person that is always thinking of others.  It seems she has a sixth sense when it 

comes to finding people that need a little extra care or attention.  She is always calling people or writing notes just to 

check in and see how they’re doing.  She has a strong faith in God that never wavers no matter the circumstance.  She 

is an amazingly resilient and strong woman.  

In 2020 my dad passed away after a brief illness; they had been married 65 years.  In just a little over a month after that 

she sold her home of 50+ years and moved into a senior community nearby.  Of course, this was during COVID so her 

community did not have much freedom.  The residents were eating all their meals in their rooms and there were very 

few activities going on, so it was difficult to make friends.  Still, she had a positive attitude throughout it all.   

I even taught her how to use an iPad which was quite an accomplishment since she had never used a smartphone or 

computer before.  It was challenging since I could not be there in person to teach her, we had to do it all over the 

phone.  Finally, she was proficient enough that she could access her online church service Sunday mornings.  Often, I 

would get a call on Sunday morning to give tech support, but she never gave up.  

If my mom sees a need, she will find a way to take care of it.  She started a Bible study which she leads every Saturday 

morning.  She started a knitting group (she doesn’t knit), she is on several committees, and is busier than ever at 90 

years old!  She befriended a neighbor across the hall from her who is over 100 years old, is mostly blind and hardly gets 

out of her room.  But again, she saw a need. This woman was lonely and she stepped in to help and visits her almost 

every day.  She is always there for her family and friends.  

She would tell you that the only way she got through the trying times of 2020 was her faith in God. He gave her the 

strength to persevere through some very difficult circumstances.  She continues to lean on Him daily and she is an 

amazing example to follow. 

 - Janis Lacombe, Cypress Campus 
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A Gift From the Lord 

My mom, Janet HasBrouck, is the best!  She has been consistent, loving, and caring my entire life.  There are many 

things that make my mom special, but here are a few! 

She is very creative and has created many crafts and decorations including decorating our church growing up for 

Christmas, Easter, and weddings.  She has used these gifts recently to sew with her grandkids.  My mom has always 

been a great gift giver and enjoys thinking of just the right thing that will bless someone and make them feel 

celebrated and cared for. 

My mom also freely gives of her time towards others and creates caring space that makes others feel welcome and 

comfortable.  As a kid, my mom would offer her time to me as well as so much patience when school was challenging 

for me.  I remember she would sit and be with me until I understood.  Today, she gives of her time by babysitting my 

two daughters, which I am forever thankful that they get to have such a special bond. 

My mom loves education and books, and LOVES, LOVES, LOVES to read mysteries and fiction.   I have always been 

inspired by her strength and intellect.  She also enjoys hot, fun cars (old and new), and shares that passion with my 

husband.  Now in her retirement, she loves being with her family and especially with her five grandkids. 

You are a gift from the Lord, Mom!  I love you! 

 - Debbie Wyatt, Cypress Campus 
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Women We Love 

My Enemy. . .My Beloved Friend 

During my dating life, assuming I would marry, I had all intentions of getting along with my future 

mother-in-law.  I often got along with mothers of my friends, even the mothers of my former guy 

friends.  In fact, I often got along better with the moms than the guys , to tell the truth! 

When I started dating Allen, I had no problems with his mother.  I even heard she bragged about 

what I had made him - a long sleeved shirt (with sleeves that were not long enough!), and a thick 

leather wallet that gave him blisters on his. . . 

It was shortly after our engagement that little things began to happen.  Things were said that did 

give me pause.  Did I know what I was getting into?  I told myself, “Things would calm down after the wedding,” with 

my usual head in the clouds kind of thinking.  I mean, she liked the shirt and the wallet, right?  Unfortunately, things 

became progressively more hostile through the years and I had no idea why. 

Allen’s parents’ home was small.  So when we would go for regular visits, the guys would stay outside and I was to go 

inside with the women.  On a rare day, I was ignored.  I mean really ignored!  I would comment on something, even 

say a compliment, and no one would acknowledge me at all - EVER!  It was like I was invisible.  I began to bring books 

to read, hoping it was going to be a “good day.” 

On a bad day, what usually happened was constant attempts to insult me about the most ridiculous things!  What did 

insult me was knowing they were trying to hurt me!  My mother-in-law often had a female cohort and the insults 

would come in the form of conversations between the two of them in my presence, with an occasional outburst of a 

direct insult, to my face or the back of my book, as the case may be. 

I would complain to Allen, my husband, on the way home.  He insisted I didn’t know their sense of humor.  I never 

knew what he thought was funny in what they said.  He had the lame solution of “ignore them.”  Small room. . .loud 

voices. . .ignore them. . .right. . . 

Although I considered myself “religious,” I didn’t have a true relationship with JESUS CHRIST.  Looking back,  see the 

weakness in me and my response  because of that. . .I wanted to fight back!  They had given me plenty to say.  I was 

just waiting for the right time.  (I thank God it never seemed like the right time.)  I resisted going over there.  I harassed 

Allen, and tried to make him feel guilty for making me go over there.  I clung to my anger and my hurt, even after I left 

their presence. 

These dreaded weekly visits were a part of my life for years.  One day, when I knew we were leaving  my in-laws 

house, I immediately took my 2-year-old by the hand and retreated as quickly as possible.  We were always the first to 

the car, minutes ahead of Allen.  We got in the car one day and I was buckling in my son, when he said, “Mommy, 

Grandma doesn’t like you.”  He said it like it was a fact. . .I wondered what he had seen or heard.  He was never out of 

my sight, so she couldn’t have told him anything.  I just said, “I know.”  At least someone recognized what was really 

happening!  It also assured me that my limiting his exposure to her was a good thing. 
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When I turned 22 something amazing happened to me.  I accepted Jesus Christ into my life as my Lord and Savior!  I 

was instantly motivated to learn who He was and how much He loved a fallible sinner like me!  I started to grow and 

mature in Christ. . .the growth was slow, but steady, as I studied the Word of God. 

The visits to my in-laws were still painful.  Now I always heard about how I wasn’t a good enough Christian.  I didn’t 

even know how to witness to them. . .yet.  I wasn’t saying anything.  They only knew we were going to church because I 

was dressed nicer than usual on Sundays, as far as I knew. 

Eventually my mother-in-law tried to break us up.  She lied about me.  In recent days I had felt more charitable and 

wondered if it was her lie or her best friend’s lie or her best friend’s daughter’s lie - they were all a part of it, but my 

mother-in-law was the one who told Allen.  I thank the Lord that Allen had been where the supposed offense 

happened.  He knew me well enough to know it would be out my character to say such a thing to the person they 

claimed I talked to.  But I was FURIOUS!  I was done going along with the regular visits! 

My distance from my in-laws lasted for months.  During that time, I was still growing in the Lord, reading His Word, and 

believing every bit of it.  But I was determined to stay away and did everything to keep my kids out of her line of fire as 

well.  I actually don’t know of her ever purposefully hurting my kids, but I didn’t trust her to not take her hatred of me 

out on them.  She made it clear that she thought I was raising them wrong. 

I don’t remember how, but it probably had something to do with reading the Word of God.  Somehow Allen got me to 

go over to his parents’ house again.  I was sitting in the living room with Allen.  I had instructed him to not leave me 

alone with his mom.  I was literally praying in my heart to let me leave with or without Allen.  One of his sisters came 

out of the kitchen, where his mother was, and said that his mother wanted us to stay for dinner.  It was so odd to me 

because it was polite and it seemed to actually include me.  Suddenly, I knew the Holy Spirit spoke to me and said, 

“This is the closest thing to an apology you are going to get from this woman.”  We stayed for dinner. 

Nothing really changed, except the insults began to come through the sisters-in-law and not within my adult hearing.  

Suffice it to say, there was nothing good about me or my abilities as a wife, mother, or Christian. 

Then I ran across one of my greatest challenges to this day:  Luke 6:27-26 

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who abuse you.  To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who 

takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one 

who takes away your goods, do not demand them back.  And as you wish that others would do to you, do so 

to them” 

At first I thought, how is this possible? 

Then the Lord led me to 1 Corinthians 13:4-8: 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  It does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.  Love never ends. . .” 
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Did you notice what I noticed?  There are no feelings involved in loving, which is really good when you are considering 

obeying God by loving an enemy or enemies as the case may be.  My list of enemies was growing.  Others in Allen’s 

family decided to join in.  There actually was one other believer among Allen’s siblings who didn’t hate me, but she 

lived in another state. 

I was unmistakably called to love my enemies. 

One day, when I heard my mother-in-law was sick, I decided to bring her and her husband some dinner.  Allen had told 

me, a year before I accepted Christ, that his mother cooked for the family, even when she was sick.  I am thinking, no 

wonder she is so cranky!  No one takes care of her!  So I ran over there with dinner for them.  I knocked on the door.  

She answered, sick and all.  She frowned at me.  I offered her the food I had brought, but she slammed the door shut!  

I heard later through the sisters-in-laws grapevine that I had insulted her by bringing food. 

On another occasion when she was well, I was out in the City of Orange.  Back then you could buy Sunkist oranges that 

tasted like candy.  I thought, I will bring her some delicious oranges.  That day, when she opened the door, I told her 

how great the oranges were and I thought she would like some  She took the oranges and closed the door, without a 

thank you, but she didn’t slam the door that time. 

I fully understood she didn’t want to like me.  I was left with praying and studying the scripture on loving enemies (I 

was looking for loopholes which I never found), and praying some more that she would be blessed by coming to know 

her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and then. . .maybe. . .like me. 

One 4th of July years ago, in my attempt to love my enemy, I was inspired to send my mother-in-law off with a 

compliment.  I honestly couldn’t think of one.  I begged God for some help!  My sisters-in-law were leaving.  They had 

stepped out of our gate and were walking along side of our house in the dark.  I ran after them and said, “I just want to 

tell you that you raised an amazing son!  He works so hard and is willing to be so generous towards others, as you can 

see.  He is a devoted father and a good husband.  Thank you!”  My mother-in-law froze with her back to me.  I was just 

standing there, frozen, myself, not sure what was going to happen.  She slowly turned and looked at me.  I couldn’t 

decipher her expression.  She turned her back to me again and said, “Maybe it’s who he married.”  Then she walked 

away.  What?  I stood there stunned.  I wanted to run after her with a tape recorder.  “What did you say?”  After at 

least three decades of marriage to her son, it was the only compliment or decent thing she had ever said to me!  

Things still weren’t warm and fuzzy after that.  And let’s face it, after all I had been through, I wasn’t expecting it to be.  

I kept on praying.  I was still growing and maturing in Christ.  The goal now was for her to love Jesus and not 

necessarily me. 

February 13, 2018 came  She was in the hospital.  All her kids came.  I was there standing in the back of the hospital 

room, essentially on enemy territory, trying to look invisible.  (I used to be really good at being invisible on “good 

days.”)  Allen’s three siblings got into a. . .let’s say a heated discussion. . .and Allen lead them out into the hallway.  

And there I was, alone with a woman I stilled assumed hated me.  She looked scared.  Her skin was gray.  I thought it 

might be the end. 
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I asked God what do you want me to do?  He said to “pray with her.”  I didn’t know how she would react to me, but  

slowly walked up to her hospital bed.  She looked at me with obvious fear in her eyes.  I said, “You are so blessed.  All 

your kids are here because they love you.”  She nodded with tears in her eyes. 

I said, “I’m going to pray for you.”  I grabbed her hand before she could say “no.”  I don’t remember all of the prayer, 

but I remember the end of the prayer - “Lord, please keep her here until she is ready to meet You face to face.  In the 

name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  I opened my eyes and she was nodding.  The others came in and I slunk 

back to the wall. 

Beyond all expectations, my mother-in-law walked out of the hospital.  There were several other hospital visits where 

the family was concerned at this “could be it.”  I would pray then, “Lord, please keep her here until she is ready to meet 

You face to face.  In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  I prayed that daily at home as well. 

She ended up on dialysis.  At first, Allen would leave work and sit with her for four hours.  He said they would watch TV 

together at the dialysis clinic.  Then Allen felt he was leaving work too much, so he asked me to do it.  I didn’t want to, 

but  wanted to live the life God designed me for.  I was willing to honor my husband’s request as head of our 

household. 

The first time, my mother-in-law also needed a ride to the clinic.  I was chatting as I was trying to make sure she was 

comfortable and that I was not rushing her.  She answered all my questions in regards to her comfort.  At the clinic I 

talked to her for the whole four hours.  I talked about my life and what I had seen Jesus do, and what I was hoping for 

and praying about.  (Believe me, if you get me talking about Jesus, I can easily fill four hours!).  Although she looked at 

me the whole time, she never said a word except “Bye” at the end when I left her at her home. 

I am always excited when I get to testify to God’s greatness!  Scripture is  included and I know that’s where the real 

power is!  However, I wasn’t thrilled when Allen asked me to do it again.  It was another matter of obedience to God.  

This time I met her at the clinic.  The same scenario occurred with the same ending. 

When Allen’s mother wasn’t feeling good, she would call Allen at work and he would rush to her side.  Allen’s sister, 

Cheryl and her husband moved from Colorado to California specifically for their mother.  Such a blessing!  Allen’s blood 

pressure cam down some with his mother living with Cheryl and Larry in their new home. 

My mother-in-law’s doctor told her at a medical follow-up that came after another hospital stay where she wasn’t 

expected to go home, that she would be lucky to live 90 days.  This happened right after Thanksgiving 2019. 

Allen had been visiting his mother regularly.  At first, my schedule with others did not allow me to join him, not that I 

wanted to.  Then there was a schedule change.  I was now coming with Allen , but mostly to see Cheryl and Larry.  I 

noticed that their mother was sitting alone.  So I started to pull up a chair and sit right in front of her.  I asked her if she 

wanted prayer.  At first, she said “No.”  But I grabbed her hands and prayed anyway.  Then I would just talk about 

similar things as in the clinic.  The Salvation message would strategically pop up.  But I have no doubt that Cheryl and 

Larry had shared Christ with her as well.  Over time, my mother-in-law began to ask for specific prayers.  We would 

pray together.  Then she began to initiate the conversations. 
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During another hospital visit, Cheryl called Allen at our house.  During the phone conversation I heard Cheryl say, 

“Mom sad she is scared.”  The Holy Spirit instantly gave me something to say.  I asked to speak to her mom.  I told my 

mother-in-law that “When Jesus hung on the cross, there were two criminals hanging on either side of Him.  One 

mocked Jesus.  The second criminal defended Jesus’ innocence, asking the first criminal if he had any fear of God?  

Then the second criminal turned to Jesus and said, ‘Remember me when You go to Your kingdom!’  Jesus looked at 

him and said, ‘Today you will be with Me in paradise.’” 

I told my mother-in-law that the second criminal didn’t have time to make up for everything he had done in his past.  

He didn’t have time to promise he would be better in the future.  He only recognized who Jesus was and acted on it.  

She walked out of the hospital that time, too. 

One day, when I came over to visit, Allen and Cheryl had stepped out to look at something in her backyard.  My mother

-in-law said to me, “I want to tell you something  I’ve never told anyone else.”  She said she remembered a time when 

she was in the hospital five years ago.  She was looking down at herself in the hospital bed, from the ceiling in the 

hospital room.  She saw her father and mother crying over hear.  Then she was in the most beautiful garden she had 

ever seen! 

She looked at me warily, as if I wouldn’t believe her.   I said, “Wow!  I have heard stories like that!  Maybe that’s why 

you like gardens so much?  You know what?  You are going to see that garden again, and someday I will meet you 

there!”  Then Cheryl and Allen came in and she sat up straight.  I understood our conversation about her experience 

was over.  I had a lot more questions to ask, but there was never the privacy to bring it up again. 

I was now looking forward to my visits with my mother-in-law!  I heard she looked forward to visiting with me, too!  I 

was so in awe of our Lord and Savior and what He had done!  What if I had let myself fight back or not be hospitable in 

my own home?  What if I did what I wanted and felt instead of what Jesus taught?  Would I have experienced love for 

and from my mother-in-law? 

Allen got a call.  She was back in the hospital.  Allen needed to get a COVID test to see his mom.  He rushed to get one.  

The results weren’t coming fast enough.  Allen felt time was running out.  Then there was another call.  He needed to 

get to the hospital ASAP! 

God was amazing in answering all of our prayers  I was praying for: 

1. Allen to be able to be with her.  Cheryl already was. 

2. That God would not take my mother-in-law unless she was ready to see Him face to face. 

3. That both Cheryl and Allen would be certain it was time for her to go.  They would have peace and that they would 

know she was ready to go and where she was going, 

The answers were: 

1. Allen told me that despite COVID protocol, he was ushered quickly to his mother’s side. 

2. My mother-in-law had told the doctor, “Let me go.  Let me die.” and both Cheryl and Allen heard. 



13 

 

Women We Love 

3. When it was time for her to go, she had been sleeping, but she opened her eyes, sat up, and lifted her hand 

and her eyes to the ceiling.  She then laid down in bed, took her last breath, and was gone.  She was in the 

presence of her Lord and Savior.  December 3, 2021 at 83 years of age. 

I want to point some things out: 

1. My mother-in-law never apologized for any of her treatment  of me.  But God’s Word is true.  I Peter 4:8 

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” 

2. Although it took decades, God is faithful to His words.  Romans 8:28  “And we know that for those who love 

God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 

My mother-in-law lived two years and five days instead of 90 days as predicted.  Then she was ready to see Jesus 

face to face. 

My mother-in-law was never a mother to  me.  I did categorize her as my enemy according to Jesus’ description 

of enemies.  But for the last two years of her life, she was my beloved friend and the mother of my much loved 

husband.  For 40 years I never expected that to happen! 

What a blessing!  What a surprise!  All glory to God! 

 - Nancy Howard, Los Alamitos Campus 

My mother-in-law and my husband, Allen 
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Why Grandmothers Rock! 

Grandmothers are so very important to us. 

Grandmothers always seems to have the patience that mothers don’t.  Being a mother now, I can tell you that is the 

absolute truth!  I don’t know where they get it from, but grandmothers are able to stay calm even during the worst 

temper tantrums that would have any mother running for the door. 

Grandmothers let you get away with just about anything!  I remember my grandmother letting me eat things I 

“shouldn’t.”  I remember her buying me the silliest toys that my mother would never spend one cent on.  That’s just 

what grandmothers do. 

Grandmothers are the ultimate “fixers.”  When may favorite Ken doll somehow became split in two, my grandmother 

went into MacGyver mode and managed to wire his torso to his legs.  With a little electrical tape as a corset, he was 

good as new.  So good, in fact, that he lasted more than 30 years.  My girls still play with this “broken” Ken. 

Grandmothers have a way of making it all better.  I don’t know how they do it, but they do.  They always seems to have 

the right words at the right time no matter the situation. 

Grandmothers make the same dish ten-times better than your mother.  No matter how you try to duplicate a recipe, it 

never comes out as good.  It must be all that special “grandma” love they put into their food.  Or perhaps the fact that 

they are not yelling at the kids or packing tomorrow’s lunch while cooking and unloading the dishwasher. . .all at the 

same time. 

Grandmothers will play with you all the time.  My grandmother would play endless games of Monopoly or Life with me.  

Although she complained about it years later, at the time, she would just go with it.  She pretended to thoroughly en-

joy each game.  I see my girls do the same thing to my mother.  They play restaurant and school for hours on end  My 

mother is always the happy customer or student no matter how many rounds they go. 

Grandmothers always seem to have time for you.  Don’t get me wrong, moms always have time for their kids too  But, 

grandmothers have that time that seems to never end 

Grandmothers just rock.  Simply put.  Mine sure did.  So don’t let the “Hallmark Holiday” go by without giving those 

grandmothers some extra recognition.  They sure do deserve it!  As we all know, they won’t be here forever. 

 - Kristine  Cappetta 
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Prayer 

Stability vs. Instability 

Isaiah 33:6 "He will be the stability of your times." 

Psalm 46:1-3  "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the 

earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though 

the mountains tremble at its swelling." 

Hebrews 12: 26-28  ". . .He has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.’”  This 

phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken - that is, created things - so that what cannot be 

shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which 

we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe. . . 

 

7 Strange Ways the Japan Quake Shook the World 

 
On March 11, 2011, the world watched in horror (and in live time)  the events that unfolded with Japan's magnitude 9.0 
earthquake and resulting tsunami. The effects were global - from below Earth's surface to the atmosphere - even altering the 
earth's gravity. The 7 strange ways were: cracks in the seafloor, smaller quakes triggered worldwide, Antarctic ice stream sped 
up, Antarctic iceberg broken, the atmosphere was rattled, earth's gravity was altered and earth's day was shortened.   

The Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai Volcanic Eruption  

 

 
 

An underwater volcano in the South Pacific erupted  Jan. 15, 2022  and shattered two records simultaneously. The volcanic 
plume reached greater heights than any eruption ever captured in the satellite record, and the eruption generated an 
unparalleled number of lightning strikes — almost 590,000 over the course of three days; its eruption was equivalent to 
'hundreds of Hiroshima (atomic) bombs' NASA said and 'Tonga's eruption was so intense, it caused the atmosphere to ring like 
a bell sending pressure waves racing around the world'. Tsunamis were also generated in a number of  countries in the Pacific 
Rim. 
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Prayer 

Isaiah 5:5-6  “My righteousness draws near,  My salvation has gone out,  and My arms will judge the peoples;  

the coastlands hope for Me, and for My arm they wait.  Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die like gnats; 

but My salvation will be forever, and My righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

Luke 8:22-25  “One day He (Jesus)  got into a boat with His disciples, and He said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other 

side of the lake.’  So they set out,  and as they sailed He fell asleep.  And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they 

were filling with water and were in danger.  And they went and woke Him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ 

And He awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm.  He said to 

them, ‘Where is your faith?’  And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, ‘Who then is this, that He 

commands even winds and water, and they obey Him?’” 

Matthew 24:4-8  “And Jesus answered them, ‘See that no one leads you astray.  For many will come in My name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  See that 

you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of the 

birth pains.’” 

Psalm 62:8  “Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us!” 

Ephesians 6:18  “. . .praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. “ 

Praise 

Psalm 65:5  “By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all the 

ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. . .” 

1 Peter 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. . .” 

Hebrews 1:3  “He (Jesus)  is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the 

universe by the word of His power.” 

1 Timothy 1:17  “To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  

Amen.” 

Confession 

1 Timothy 2: 5  “For there is one God, and there is One mediator between God and men, the man, Christ Jesus. . .” 

2 Timothy 2:19  “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” 

Hebrews 12:1  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely. . .” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2065%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201%3A3&version=ESV
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Prayer 

Confession (continued) 

1 John 1:8-9  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

Psalm 19:12-13  “Who can discern his errors?  Declare me innocent from hidden faults.  Keep back Your servant also 

from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me!” 

Psalm 25:7  “Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your steadfast love remember me, 

for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord!” 

Thanksgiving 

Isaiah 54:10  “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but My steadfast love shall not depart from you, 

and My covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, Who has compassion on you.” 

Colossians 1: 13-14  “He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son,  in Whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Hebrews 12:28  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks. . .” 

Intercession  

Hebrews 5:7  “In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him Who 

was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence.” 

Psalm 19:14  “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O  Lord, my Rock 

and my Redeemer.” 

For our church, church leaders, and missions: 

Colossians 1:9- 12  “. . .asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy. . .” 

Colossians 4: 3  “. . .pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ. . .” 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2, 5  “. . .pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened 

among you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men.  For not all have faith.  May the Lord direct your 

hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.” 
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Prayer 

New Christians: 

Romans 15:13  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.” 

For National Day of Prayer (May 5) & Task Force: 

 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12  “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of His calling and 

may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power,  so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 For America: 

Hosea 14:1-2  “Return, [O America], to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. . .return to 

the Lord; say to Him, ‘Take away all iniquity; accept what is good. . .’” 

Isaiah 45:8  “Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that 

salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout. . .”  

Our First Responders:  

Ezra 8:31  “. . .the hand of our God was upon us, and He delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from 

ambushes along the way.” 

Our Families: 

Joshua 2:12   “. . .that You will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, 

and deliver our lives from death.” 

Our Confidence   

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your  whole  spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He Who calls you is faithful; He will surely do 

it.” 

 

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

Let us pray for you, too!  

Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Serving Our Church 

They took palm branches 

and went  to meet him, 

shouting,  

“Hosanna!” 

Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord!  

Blessed is the King of 

Israel! 

John 12:13 
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Serving Our Church 

Membership is an identity.  God did not give us local churches to become country clubs where membership means we 

have privileges and perks.  He placed us in churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to learn, to teach, 

to give, and, in some cases, to die for the sake of the gospel. 

Being a member of a specific one of Jesus’ local churches communicates a level of buy-in, of allegiance, and of passion 

to love and serve God in the context of His people! 

Members at Neighborhood Church guide the direction of our church family by voting on important changes to our 

church and leadership.  In addition, membership is required in order to serve in some of our church leadership 

positions such as Elder, Trustee, and staff member. 

Please join me in welcoming these new members to the Neighborhood Church family. 

Bottom Row:  Mike McMillen, Deb McMillen, Ingrid Thompson, Gwen Sortman 
Top Row:  Lisa Thompson, Jijian Simon, Mark Simon 
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Serving Our Church 

God is Bigger Than You Think: 

Experiencing God Through the Psalms 

Life these days can seem overwhelming.  While COVID is largely i the rearview mirror, we are battling the lingering 

effects, whether grief of what (or who) has been lost, to the relational repair that’s needed, to a lingering sense of 

vulnerability.  Tension in Europe, continual political turmoil at home, and just the normal rigors of life also contribute.  

It all seems like it’s just too much.  Thankfully, we have a God who gets us and He has provided help and hope in times 

past, and can do the same for us today.   

To help us get our bearings in the midst of these storms, we will go through the first portion of Book V of the Book of 

Psalms in the Bible.  The psalms we will look at will, among other things, get us worshipping God and looking to Jesus, 

our King, Lord, Coach, and Leader as we await His final return. 
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Serving Our Church 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes unto the mountains 

from  whence will my help come? 

My help cometh from the Lord 

who created the Heavens and Earth 

I thank the Lord each day I wake up.  That in itself is a miracle if one considers it, and yes there is a prayer for that.  I 

learned it when I was a kid and it is call Modeh Ari.  It talks about waking up in the presence of the Most High who 

bestows life.  Once God has convinced me I should get out of bed, walking my dog, Ezree, is my first priority.  Ezree 

gets her name from Psalm 121.  Ezree is the Hebrew word for “my help.”  This week the Lord gave me two 

opportunities to be His arms and legs during the walks as we came upon two different homeless angels. 

Cloris was sitting on a cement ledge next to a restaurant parking lot surrounded by her bedding, a suitcase, and some 

other assorted items.  As Ezree and I were walking along, Cloris looked up and remarked, “What a pretty dog!?”  We 

introduced ourselves to one another and began to chat.  Cloris was fearful.  I could see the shame in her eyes that she 

had nowhere to go when I asked her where she was from.  I apologized that I had nothing to give her, but asked if I 

could pray for her and give her a hug.  A big smile grew on her face.  The truth was, I needed the hug as well.  This was 

a double blessing from the Lord. 

Two days later the same routine:  Wake up, thank the Lord, peel self from the bed, walk the dog and go to the Ladies 

Bible Study.  On the drive home, I spied a man sitting by an old stream bed.  It was a very hot morning.  He’s grimy, 

thin, and had no shirt or shoes.  Beside him lay strewn everywhere are assorted odds and ends of items that don’t 

seem to play well with one another.  I pulled the car over, grabbed a gallon of water from the car trunk, walked over 

and introduced myself, and he told me his name was David.  I noticed two hospital bracelets on his wrist.  David 

started to tell me his horrifying tale of a snake who had eaten his friend, and I can see the tortured soul in his eyes.  I 

asked him if I could pray for him and held his hand as we prayed.  The truth is I needed human touch and a welcome 

prayer partner, and the Lord provided.  Again, the Lord provided a double blessing.  The enemy has a terrible hold on 

David and I will keep praying for him. 

I thank the Lord for giving me boldness from my experiences working in forensic psychiatry.  I thank the Lord for 

teaching me, day by day, to learn discernment when a homeless angel is not the right one for my abilities to make 

contact.  My help always comes from the Lord who created us all.   

Angels come in all shapes and sizes.  Have you seen any angels lately?  None of us have halos and we are all sinners, 

but maybe, just maybe, each of us lets the Holy Spirit shine through now and then long enough to make a double 

blessing from the Lord. 

 - Lisa Rimland, Los Alamitos Campus 
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Serving Our Church 

2021-22 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Nick Stonoha, Jeff Harabedian, Jim Passmore, 
Pastor Mike McKay 

Back Row (left to right): John Paris, Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, 
Wayne Alves (Chair) and Paul Lacombe                                                  

Not Pictured: Lance Peterson 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 

Great leaders truly care about those they are privileged to lead and understand that the 

true cost of the leadership privilege comes at the expense of self-interest. 

- Simon Sinek 
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Serving Our Church 

2021-22 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Martinez, Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams, Tony Birge (chair), Dave Crotteau, 
Mike Ladewig, and Pastor Terry Lambert      

Not pictured:  John Montanye, Justin Bright 

  

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

A true leader has the confidence to stand alone, the courage to make tough decisions, and 

the compassion to listen to the needs of others. 

- Douglas MacArthur 



30 

 

Serving Our Church 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and 

we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a part 

of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

 

 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or EMS.  Times and hours 

are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Help Zechariah Pass Out Worship Folders!   

We are looking for individuals to be ushers who would be willing to pass 

out worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and 

assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every three 

months), please join our team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or anchetahb@gmail.com 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library 

Books for Mom, Books for Brides, Books for Kids and Dads 

All are available at your Church Library! 

The church library is open between gatherings - 10am to 10:45am every Sunday!  

Library Volunteers are needed after the second gathering on Sundays, from 11:45am - 12noon.  

Please contact Joanne at (714) 489-3206 (call or text) if interested.  Thanks! 

Church library online catalog:  http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 
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Serving Our Church 

 

 

Thank you for shopping on-line with Amazon and sharing with Neighborhood Church! 

When you log on at: smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the charity you 

would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to our church.  It’s 

easy and it’s FREE to you!   

From 2021, your orders generated a total donation of $880.08 for Neighborhood Church! 

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty 

water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 
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Ending Human Trafficking 

Last November the Bloom Women’s ministry team presented an event called “Holiday Happenings - A Step Deeper” 

where TJ Peterson, who is a human trafficking victim advocate, spoke.  Over 80 women attended wanting information 

and a way to help victims/survivors.  And they did help!  Money was raised through a campaign called “Shine the Light” 

to shine the light on human trafficking, with the funds going immediately and directly to help survivors. 

Do you notice the change in terminology?  From “victim” to “survivor”?  Last November I became a volunteer with 

Waymakers, an organization TJ works with.  Some of the extensive training I’m attending includes how to help change 

the verbiage, and therefore, mindset associated with the men and women, and boys and girls being trafficked.  They 

prefer the term “survivor” because it’s a more positive and hopeful word than “victim.”  It empowers them and that’s 

so important. 

In March I attended a two-day conference called Ensure Justice at Vanguard University.  The presenters included 

professors and doctorates, judges, district attorneys, phycologists, policemen, the Superintendent of Orange County 

schools, and more.  They came to educate attendees on various aspects of human trafficking because helping to stop 

this evil starts with awareness and information. 

One of the presenters was Sandie Morgan, the host of Ending Human Trafficking podcast, a Professor 

at Vanguard University, and the Director of the Global Center for Women and Justice.  She is also the 

co-author of the book that was published in April entitled Ending Human Trafficking - A Handbook of 

Strategies for the Church Today (pictured).  It’s a timely and powerful book. 

What can we, as a church, do to end human trafficking - a horrific global problem that also occurs 

literally right down the street from our church?  We can become aware and informed what human 

trafficking is and what it isn’t.  There are two major types of trafficking - labor trafficking, which comprises about 64% 

of victims, and sex trafficking, which accounts for about 20%.  The other 16% is made up of state-imposed forced labor.  

Trafficking does not often happen like in the movies where someone is kidnapped and then forced into trafficking.  It 

more usually occurs when peope are lured or coerced into it for various reasons. 

As we become aware that trafficking is more prevalent and local than many of us formerly understood, we also 

become aware that perhaps people we interact with that are off the radar-domestic works and food workers, those 

who sell magazine subscriptions door to door, and others, could be trafficking victims.  Becoming informed is also vital 

because children are a big percentage of the victims.  The book Sandie Morgan wrote gives facts about and signs to 

look for as well as practical ways to help.  As we learn more about human trafficking, we can also learn ways to help 

prevent it. 

TJ continues to work with the police, court systems, and lawyers as he advocates for and assists survivors.  Please keep 

him and other workers in your prayers! 

I am continuing with my training and volunteering.  I am following this path to see where God would have me perhaps 

focus more in this field as I am studying all that I can, attending conferences given by experts in the field, and helping 
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raise awareness and funds for survivors.  I’m part of a faith-based task force which is working to unite numerous local 

churches in sharing resources and ideas.  If you are connected with anyone at a local church, please let me know so I 

can reach out to them! 

Honestly, another reason I’m volunteering is that I feel compelled to.  I had a wonderful upbringing!  Because of that 

solid foundation, I firmly believe it is my joyful responsibility to give out from what I’ve been given.  Luke 12:48 says, 

“To whomever much is given, of him much will be required; and to whom much was entrusted, of him more will be 

asked.”   

Spiderman’s motto is “With great power comes great responsibility.”  Either quote works. 

I also have the privilege to pick up food from a food pantry to deliver to survivors, make birthday baskets for them (as 

many have never had birthday presents), and work with my sister at her shop, Dragonfly Shops and Gardens, in Olde 

Town Orange, as she raises funds year-round for survivors.   

There are things we can do!  Together, let’s get aware and be informed to help end human trafficking! 

 - Susan Peterson 
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CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE 

Thursday, June 2      

1pm - 8pm 

Dragonfly Shops and Gardens 
260 N. Glassell Street 

Orange, CA 

This is an incredibly special event!  Crafts for a Cause is the opportunity to come and make one, or more, delightfully 

unique crafts for a cause.  There are five available crafts offered for this event, including a beaded selenite “wand,” 

garden art, string art, a lovely succulent container, and a beautiful piece of jewelry.  Each craft is $25 and must be pre-

purchased online at www.dragonflyshopsandgardens.com. 

In addition to crafts and a fun ambiance, there will be light snacks and beverages available, plus a time for the 

community to come together and support a worthy cause. 

Because - and here’s one of the best parts - ALL of the proceeds go directly to helping human trafficking victims!  TJ 

Peterson, one of Neighborhood Church’s own, is a human trafficking victim’s advocate working with Waymakers 

organization in Santa Ana.  The money raised from this event goes directly towards purchasing fast food gift cards for 

victims to use, clothing, car repairs, computers, bicycles, bus passes, baby items, or whatever else is needed.  

Thank you for your support!  And have a wonderful time connecting with others and making a terrific keepsake. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com. 

Photo provided by www.OrangeReview.com 
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This year Neighborhood Church will be returning to Cuba from June 7-14 on a short-term mission trip.  We will be 

working with our missionary, Bruce Camp, who has built a relationship with Cuban Christians over the last several years.  

Neighborhood Church went to Cuba in 2019, but because of COVID, we have not been able to return until now 

On our last trip, we found Cuba surprisingly open to us.  In fact, we traveled there on a religious visa where it was 

known that we would be sharing our faith.  We spent our time meeting with, encouraging, supporting, and training 

local Christians.  Although we saw little government intervention, Cuba does have extremely strict laws that can be 

enforced to limit church attendance and even prosecute Christians.  Because of this, Christians mostly worship through 

meeting in small, permitted, house churches. 

When we are there, we will be working with Eduardo Otero, a Cuba who loves the Lord and has made it his mission to 

help  Christians from outside Cuba to come, stay, and serve the local church.  We will be staying on property that 

Eduardo runs just for this purpose. 

In 2019, we had a small team consisting of Pastor Mike, our supported missionary in Tijuana, Pastor Martin, and me.  

Many of you know Martin from our mission Sundays here or from our Project Joy trips to Mexico at Christmas.  It was a 

delight to have Martin with us and he loved being able to serve his Cuban brothers and sisters. 

This year, we are excited to not only have Martin join us again, but also our Ecuadorian missionary, Chet Williams.  Add 

to that Elder Steve Ellis, fellow Global Outreach team members Jo Anne Sims, and my wife, Susan.  Plus Bella Castillo 

who is fluent in Spanish.  As with every mission trip, what we do there can change up until the last minute.  That said, 

we are planning to encourage local Christians, help English learners practice their English, accompany local 

congregations in visiting neighbors, and use whatever specific skills each of us have for however God will have us use 

them! 

PLEASE PRAY that our Cuban brothers and sisters are encouraged and strengthened, and pray that we will be bold in 

our faith and willing to put aside our desires for what God desires.   

Gracias por sus pensamientos y oraciones. 

 - Lance Peterson, Global Outreach 
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Winter Conference - Part 2 

Holly spent Spring Break in Panama City Beach, Florida with 180 college students from five states.  The mornings were 

training on how to share the Gospel, and in the evenings Holly talked about how the Holy Spirit helps us purge sin out 

of our lives, helps us know how to engage with others in spiritual conversations, and our need to live surrendered lives.  

We had 1,149 spiritual conversations, 226 Gospel conversations, and saw 66 people accept Christ! 

One evening, the Cru students were on the beach and other students joined them  

When they learned that it was a Christian group, the students mocked Christianity.  The 

question was asked, “Where does truth come from?”  A discussion began between 

Jacob and Elliot.  Elliot claimed to be atheist, but as the conversation continued, he said 

he now felt more agnostic. 

He asked, “Why do I need Jesus to get to God?”  This gave Jacob an opportunity to 

share the entire Gospel, his testimony, answer many of Elliot’s questions and doubts.  

Elliot was completely focused.  He said, “My heart wants this so bad!”  Jacob asked if 

Elliot would be willing to give God a chance, and he said, “Absolutely!”  After they 

prayed, Elliot couldn’t get the smile off his face and said, “I feel different!  So what’s 

next?”  They sang Amazing Grace and Jacob gave him a Bible, explaining to the book of 

John.  The crazy thing was Elliot was wearing a hat that night (as an atheist) that read, “Getting closer to God” which is 

exactly what happened that night! 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 

Happy Easter  
from Ecuador! 

This photograph is Chet with the Waodani church 

gathering at CENTA in Shell.  Praise God! 

 - Chet and Katie Williams 
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Update from Bob and Virginia Travis 

I began cardiac rehab on April 12.  I will be going each week on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.  I am really encouraged.  It’s neat that I am with a group of others who 

are going through the same thing to build up stamina and heal after surgery.  

Please pray for continued good progress for me so that I can resume ministry full-

time. 

On April 5, Virginia passed her NCLEX-RN Exam!  The exam was over four hours 

long.  It was amazing the peace she felt during the exam!  We thank you for 

praying for her.  She has mailed in her form to receive her license so that she can 

begin work as an RN. 

We took a trip from April 19-23 to see the Prescott area where we plan to move to continue our ministry with 

international students and immigrants.  There are four colleges in Prescott.  Please pray that the Lord would clearly 

show us His place of choice for us to purchase or rent.  We would like to move to Arizona in May or June. 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis 

Peace and Reconciliation 

We can look at the world’s problems and talk, debate, and argue about the solutions 

we believe governments should be doing. 

BUT the real solutions only come from God.  Let’s remember that our peace has 

been bought by Christ and our mission is to bring that same message to a world that 

needs to be reconciled to God. 

May the God of the cross and the resurrection fill us with the peace that passes un-

derstanding and the courage to take this message of reconciliation to people! 

This is our Afghan Home Team!  We have 

finished our training and raising support. 

 - Tom and Gayle Shook 
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Serving in Missions 

Update from Robert and Kim Clark 

Thank you for your prayers related to Kim’s health concerns lately.  We wanted to fol-

low up that Kim had to be kept one extra night for observation at Hoag Hospital relat-

ed to a small stroke which showed up on the last MRI.  She had felt nothing and there 

was no obvious effect from it.  But protocol dictates she be moved to the stroke ward 

for overnight observation.  After a day of observation and more tests, she was released 

because there was nothing of great concern.  She was released on March 10. 

The next day while I was resting at home, she had a moment of dizziness and some 

tingling in her fingers and toes.  So, we returned to the ER that afternoon and into the 

evening.  After a long wait, we had a good and extra long conversation with the doctor 

who has much experience in the stroke ward.  He ordered a CT scan of her brain, which is the first she’s had, rather 

than an MRI, because he was concerned about a brain bleed.  This CT scan showed no brain bleed and was negative.  

We were much relieved by this and the fact that he took a lot of time to talk with us, answer all of our questions, and 

go over all that has been talking place. 

Since then, we have spent much time on follow up visits to seven different doctors, and more blood tests.  There is a 

concern about her appendix and she is on blood thinners.  So, the investigation continues and still nobody can say con-

clusively why her body is creating blood clots and how they are getting to her brain. 

We are, of course, trusting the Lord and doing all we can to investigate further, and following the doctors’ advice of 

scaling back a bit on certain activities, but also keeping active.  All in all, we are very pleased we went in to the ER be-

cause that moment in time there was quite a lot for the ER doctor to see and review, make conclusions about, and help 

us with answering all of our questions.  We remain focused and praying according to Proverbs 3:5-6. 

 - Robert and Kim Clark 
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Teaching Our Children 

 

MAY MEMORY VERSE  
 

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Wednesday, May 11 - Shine Finale 

Sunday, May 22 - 6th Grade GO Party 

Sunday, May 29 - 6th Graders Officially move into  

 7th Grade Student Ministries 

July 18 -22 - Vacation Bible School 
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Teaching Our Children 
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Teaching Our Children 
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Teaching Our Children 
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Teaching Our Children 
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Thank you, Neighborhood Church, for giving so 

generously to our Hume Lake aid fund!  We are 

able to assist 15 students in going to camp 

where they will encounter God is a whole new 

and exciting way.  It truly is a life changing 

experience for our kids. 
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Discipling our Students 

It’s been a wonderful month in Student Ministries!  Attached are pictures 

from Youth Group, Where’s Waldo, Broomball, and Senior Reflections! 
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Discipling our Students 
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Discipling our Students 

Attention ALL 7th - 12th Grade Students! 

Youth Group - Tuesday Nights from 7:00-8:15pm 

Neighborhood Church of Cypress Campus 

 

Please follow us on social media for the most up-to-date student 

information! 

 Instagram @ neighborhoodchurch_students 

 Facebook @ Neighborhood Church Student Ministries 



51 

 

 

 



52 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Judy Ungeheier, 

Jo Anne Sims, Helen Passmore, and Becky Howard.  We look forward to continuing to serve the 

women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

Ladies Bible Study - We have resumed our weekly study in Ephesians, and will continue through the month of May. 

This group is open to all women who are new to Bible study as well as those who have made studying the Bible a 

regular part of their daily lives. 

Leaders: Lisa Rimland (714) 519-1879 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:30am 

Where: Room 2 

 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  This year studying Matthew is coming to an end.  Our 

final evening together will be May 9. 

However, coming this fall we will explore the roots of our faith while continuing to deepen our 

understanding of Jesus as Messiah.  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in 

Christ by exploring 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Please watch for our schedule for the fall. 

Each week women 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.   There are two groups 

meeting in-person and there is room to grow! 

We also have a great student program for kids (1st - 12th grades) which meets on Zoom at 6:30pm.  

Please contact Pat Daerr at (714) 404-4893 for more information. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm 

Location:  Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 
   First Baptist Church 
   4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 
 
Contact:     Christine Theodore at (562) 533-2727 or christineatheodore@gmail.com   
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Sharing Our Lives 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, May 3 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  Please join us at Rhanda Turnbow’s home on May 28 at noon!  Lunch will be provided  If you 

would like information about this fun-filled event, please contact Ginny or Helena at: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - We are benefiting from a closer observation of how God revealed His character to us by His 

introduction of distinct names for Himself.  Modern Bibles only translate God’s name as LORD in the Old Testament 

and Lord in the New, so this information is not as familiar to us 

We have studied Elchim, the Creator God, Jehovah (Yahweh), the relational God, and Adonai, the God who rules.  

Knowing the differences is helpful so that we can relate to God in very specific ways in worship and prayer. 

We are using the book, “The Power of God’s Names” by Dr. Tony Evans.  We will watch the half-hour video segment 

about every sixth week and use the discussion questions the other weeks.  There is homework, but it is minimal.  Our 

discussions are practical and inspiring. 

Our class is for young adult through sassy senior women.  Give us a try - the extra hour of study, discussion, fellowship, 

and prayer will give you a fresh perspective! 

Leaders:   Jo Anne at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 2 
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Sharing Our Lives 

WALKING IN WISDOM  

Saturday, May 14 

9am - 12noon          Only $10.00! 

Proverbs 31:25-26, 30: “Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she shall 

rejoice at the future.  She opens her mouth in wisdom, and the teaching of 

kindness is on her tongue. . .a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be 

praised.” 

Ladies - Junior Highers to senior citizens (and everyone in-between) - join us for a delightful morning filled with wisdom 

from numerous speakers - some of our favorite women!  This includes Suzanne McElderry, Katie Williams, Randi Clary, 

Debbie Wyatt, Anna Gustafson, and more.  What an amazing line-up!  They will be sharing about their various careers, 

why they are doing what they are doing, and how they are seeking and serving God.   

There will also be a lovely time of worship, time for discussion and fellowship, light brunch food, and a truly special 

craft.  The Bloom team is so excited about presenting and sharing this “walk” with you!  Please feel free to invite your 

aunts, sisters, daughters, grandmothers, friends, and more! 

There will be sign-ups in the lobby.  For more information, please contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com 

 



55 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  This year studying Matthew is coming to an end.  Our final evening 

together will be May 9. 

However, coming this fall we will explore the roots of our faith while continuing to deepening our 

understanding of Jesus as Messiah.  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in 

Christ by exploring 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Please watch for our schedule for the fall. 

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

     pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

I was watching a video and a preacher held up a $100 bill.  He said when it was made it 

was a crisp bill with no wrinkles.  The $100 bill was then used in a drug deal.  It was 

used on prostitution.  It had been in the mud.  It was worn.  It had torn corners. 

How much is that $100 bill worth now? 

It is still worth the same as the day it was made! 

That is how God sees us.  No matter our past, no matter what we have gone through, 

and no matter how damaged we are now!  We are worth just as much to Him today as 

we were the day He created us! 
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  Come Join Us for 

The Full Celebrate Recovery Program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered 12-step recovery group designed to bring Christ’s healing to people with all 

kinds of hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 

We are meeting in person at the Cypress campus on Thursdays at 7:00pm as well as on Zoom.  All are welcome.   

For more information or questions, please contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or at (717)-951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick (714) 826-9562 or Sam (562) 330-8736 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

mailto:bob.vroon@verizon.net
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 
Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare will be starting a new 13-week series! 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

Date    Topic 

May 5   Is This Normal? 

May 12   Challenges of Grief 

May 19   The Journey of Grief - Part 1 

May 26   The Journey of Grief - Part 2 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

 

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

Helping the Hurting 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Time to Celebrate! 

It’s been eight years since Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos, formerly The Branch Church, began to formally meet, 

and the many campuses of Neighborhood Church gathered together in celebration on March 27 at Rossmoor Park.  

Our history began as the prayer of two couples which grew to nine families gathering in a local home in September 

2013.  Those families committed to meeting weekly for a shared meal and then planning and praying together 

throughout the fall.  In February, 2014 we held our first service at the Los Alamitos Community Center.  We continued 

to meet at this facility well into 2018.  We offered a preschool and an elementary class for kids and had family service 

once a month.   

In 2018 the rates at the community center skyrocketed and the decision was made to look for a new venue.  Pastor 

Justin met with Pastor Mike Wilson of the First Baptist Church of Los Alamitos and a great friendship was formed as the 

welcome mat was laid out for us to meet in their facility.  We are now one of four congregations meeting at 4000 

Green Avenue.  Baptist, Thai, Korean, and The Branch Church shared the facility every Sunday and a preschool used the 

building throughout the week. Until recently there was even a Pentecostal group worshiping on Sunday evenings! 

Throughout the pandemic our congregation has been able to upgrade the technology in the building allowing for better 

filming on Sundays and this has been shared with the Baptist church as well.  It is a great relationship benefitting both 

congregations. 

As we gathered on March 27, Suzanne McElderry, our worship leader that day, lead us in singing the first song sung at 

the Community Center and the first song sung at the Baptist Church.  Pastor Justin reminded us of God’s goodness to us 

through these eight years.  We topped off this moving time of remembrance and praise with a picnic at the park.  It was 

a wonderful time of reconnection with friends from both the Cypress and Los Alamitos campuses, of simply gathering 

post-pandemic, and a fun afternoon in the park with a bounce house, games for the kids, and plenty of food.  Over 100 

people attended and many lingered well into the mid-afternoon. 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Preparing for Easter 

The quiet Saturday of Holy Week has been anything but 

quiet.  There were a few of us out this morning at Little 

Cottonwood Park making bubbles with children inviting 

our neighbors to our Easter Service, a Sunday of 

celebrating Jesus, our Risen King! 

 - Pastor Justin 

Hundreds of plastic eggs were filled with candy by many 

volunteers like Rebecca Adams (left) in preparation of 

our Easter Sunday morning Easter Egg Hunt. 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

      Happy Easter 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Intern 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Pastor 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-30010 x213 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 

 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Pastor 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Pastor 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Messersmith 
Youth Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Pastor 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Pastor 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
and Life Groups 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Mother’s Day 

Shine Kids End-of-Year Celebration 

Bloom Presents: Walking in Wisdom 

6th Grade GO Party 

Next Steppers Lunch 

Memorial Day 

Cypress Anniversary Celebration 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

Vacation Bible School 


