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Yep!  It’s Officially SUMMER!  Welcome to JUNE!  

Welcome to summer! Yes, June is that fun-packed month of longer days, warmer weather, beach days, outdoor BBQs 

and more.  June is California Avocado Month, bring out the guacamole and chips.  If you are into sweets, June is the 

month for you.  June is National Candy Month, National Iced Tea Month, and June holds National Donut Day!  June is 

also about adventure with National Camping Month and National Trail Day, where we are encouraged to go take a 

hike!  Plus, June includes International Picnic Day!  With June, there is so much more like Father’s Day, Applesauce 

Cake day, National Yo-Yo Day, and National Prune day!  

Here at Neighborhood Church, June is the month of our Annual Celebration and Annual Meeting.  On June 12 we will 

have a short business meeting at the end of all our gatherings, and we will have a fun lunch and celebration together.  

One interesting aspect of June -  it is a time when many people are making transitions such as graduations, or at a 

place where they can consider and make decisions for a possible new direction of life.  As a church, we are here to 

help in those pivotal times of life, for God’s vision of our church is to “help people thrive as fully functioning followers 

of Jesus.”  The Bible teaches that we thrive when we seek to follow Jesus as we live and love like Him.  We, as a group 

of fellow followers of Jesus, want to help and spur us all on in this adventure. 

We do hope you will jump in and get involved.  Inside this Connections magazine are all kinds of ways to get connected 

and grow on your faith journey.  

Seeking to have some fun in June along with you,  

 

Pastor Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Thankful for Fathers 

To My Dad on  
Father’s Day:  

You are my keeper of 

secrets,  

slayer of closet-dwelling 

monsters,  

tear dabber,  

Boo-Boo kisser,  

and all around hero. 

I Love You! 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY  
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Thankful for Fathers 

Powerful Reasons to Thank Your Dad on Father’s Day 

Scientists are beginning to verify what many of us have known for a long time: most dads make a positive difference in 

the lives of their kids.  Kids who grow up with a father who is present and engaged are less likely to drop out of school 

or wind up in jail.  When a dad has a close relationship with his children, they tend to have higher IQs, have fewer 

psychological problems, avoid high-risk behaviors (such as sex at a young age), and grow up to have high-paying jobs 

and healthy relationships. 

Dads also play a key role in the faith lives of their children.  According to a detailed study conducted several decades 

ago, a father’s church attendance has much greater impact on the future attendance of his children. If a father does go 

to church regularly, regardless of the practice of the mother, between two-thirds and three-quarters of their children 

will become churchgoers (regular or irregular). 

But fathers often don’t hear how important they are to their children.  Instead, TV shows and movies portray dads as 

superfluous or even bumbling idiots.  Advertising campaigns accuse them of botching how they raise their children, 

especially their sons.  And even Father’s Day sermons, with titles such as “Man Up!” chide them for not measuring up 

to the Biblical standard of a “good dad.” 

A key way to honor your father is to thank him, either publicly or privately.  Here are reasons why you should thank 

your dad: 

1. It’s a Biblical Command 

The fifth of the 10 Commandments is recorded on Exodus 20:12: “Honor your father and mother, that your days may 

be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”  What does it mean to honor your father?  To honor means to 

respect in a visible manner.  One of the best ways to honor your dad is simply to tell him that you are thankful that he 

is your father.  Another good way of showing your thanks is giving him a gift.  Spending time with our dads may be the 

best gift possible.  Expressing your thanks in writing has the advantage of enabling your dad to see it, over and over.   

2. It Honors God 

Expressing thanks to your earthly father also honors your Heavenly Father.  God orients Himself and all of existence 

around fatherhood.  By valuing our fathers and respecting their role, we honor God. 

Of course, while God is perfect, our earthly fathers are not.  But neither are we.  By thanking the imperfect men whom 

God has chosen to be our dads, we can gain a deeper appreciation of God’s love for us.  And we take a step toward 

modeling the humility that Jesus demonstrated to his Father (see Philippians 2:6-11). 

3. It Encourages Your Dad 

Men need encouragement, but they don’t like to ask for it.  Fathers and older men are not much different than boys 

and young men.  They all want to know that they have what it takes.  Thanking your dad affirms that he’s a good man, 

a noble man, who has done his job, and as well as he could with what he had.  It lifts his spirit and self-worth. 



8 

 

Thankful for Fathers 

When you thank your dad, you encourage and affirm him.  He sees that you appreciate him, that he had not wasted his 

time with you.  It helps to validate his fathering efforts.  You give him peace as well as self-confidence. 

If you struggle to see the good in your dad, then take some time to recall positive character traits that he has 

demonstrated and actions that he has taken which were for your benefit, even indirectly.  Write these down and, if 

possible, speak them directly to your dad. 

One of the best ways to start showing gratitude and respect for your dad is to start asking his advice about raising your 

own children.  It will honor him, and help you more than you know. 

Hearing thanks from you may do more than encourage your dad.  It may motivate him to continue with his fathering 

efforts and to get better at it.  You may inspire your dad to want to do more. 

4. It Improves Your Relationship with Your Dad 

If you and your dad are not on the best terms, then expressing thanks to him may be an important first step to a better 

relationship with him.  We gain an intimacy with our dad when we thank him.  He can sometimes become our best 

friend, confidant, and counselor.  And when we are with our dads, no matter how old we are, it often allows us to feel 

like a little child - a break from our responsibilities  even if it’s an hour or two. 

5. It Can Bring Healing, Even if Your Dad is No Longer Alive 

Many of us have wounds and vacuums that our imperfect dads have imprinted on us.  Thanking your dad in obedience 

to God moves us closer to being able to apologize for any wrong attitudes or reactions of our own, and forgive them 

for those wounds and vacuums.  Humility and expressing gratitude pave the way for reconciliation.  It’s crucial to our 

emotional and spiritual health. 

You should not wait.  You never know when your dad will pass.  You will wish you made more clear your love, 

gratitude, and desire for a closer relationship.  Start it now. 

But what if you missed the opportunities while your dad was alive?  Write a letter to your dad.  If it was a great 

relationship, tell him everything he did great that you loved about him.  If it was a really bad relationship, then write 

everything about your dad that you want to say. . .and tear that letter up.  Then write him a letter that he actually 

would want to read, because there were at least one or two things that he did that were good for you.  Writing a letter 

will help bring closure to you, and it will help you heal from the wounds that you have from your father. 

6. It Strengthens Your Family 

Thanking our father benefits more than our dad.  It’s a gift to everyone who sees your humility and gratitude.  The 

Bible teaches that what we do impacts our family either positively or negatively for three to four generations.  When 

you thank your dad in the presence of others in your family, they will observe our biblical practice.  If you do it 

consistently, then they are likely to emulate your practice.  You ultimately may be passing it on to future generations. 
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Thankful for Fathers 

7. It Brings Blessings to You 

Thanking your dad blesses him. . .and others in your family. 

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:2 that the command to honor our father and mother is the first commandment with a 

promise: “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land. . .”  We get joy from seeing the joy in our 

father’s face and eyes.  We get blessed by being obedient.  Being humble and grateful are proven keys to human 

happiness.   

None of us have dads that are close to perfect, but we all have a Perfect Father who sacrificed His only Son to love, 

adopt, and bless us as His son or daughter.  Receiving our identity value, and approval from God can help us let go of 

disappointments and hurts that damage our relationship with our dads. 

Get your love from God.  Give your love to your dad.  Thank him this Father’s Day and often. 

 - Dr. Clarence Schuler, President and CEO of Building Lasting Relationships 

 - Jeff Kemp, Author of Facing the Blitz: Three Strategies for Turning Trials into Triumphs 

 - Chris Bollinger, Author of Daily Strength for Men 

 

 

Jacob hanging with his great grandpa 

waiting for the Sunday gathering to 

start at Neighborhood Church. 
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Thankful for Fathers 

My Dad, Joseph Alves (Lil Joe) 

My dad was the first one in his family to  be born in America.  His sister was born in Portugal.  

He never finished high school as he had to go to work to help support his family.  He and my 

mom were married in 1943, he was 19 and she was 18.  

My dad accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior at the age of 65.  At the age of 70 he went home 

to be with his Lord and Savior.  We grew up in a very Catholic home.  Yes, we attended Mass 

every Sunday and celebrated most of the Saints’ days.  I had a Catholic education up to the 

7th Grade.  At that point I attended public school, and as part of that deal with my parents, 

attended catechism on Saturday mornings.  

 Both of my parents always worked.  We lived a very modest lifestyle.  We never went without anything that we 

needed.  My parents were praying parents.  We were no strangers to answered prayer in our lives and the lives of our 

friends and family.  

My dad would give something to anyone who was in need.  I would ask ‘How do you know 

he needed that money?”  He would say,” I don’t know, but my conscience is clear and I did 

what the Lord would want me to do.”  Doing the right thing was the only option for him.  If 

anyone ever cheated or wronged him, his standard answer was: the Lord never sleeps, 

he’s got this. 

After he became a Christian, he flourished and joined a Bible study in his new Bible-

believing church.  We would cook together for the men’s breakfast at his church. 

 I have a long list of things that I learned from him, and learning to drive was one of my 

favorites.  We would go to a farmer’s market at  6:30 on a Saturday morning and he would 

let me drive at 15 years old. 

Dad put my mom on a pedestal, and he would buy her the biggest Hallmark Card available.  

If we ever disrespected our mom, he was right there to correct us.  He would tell us, “You 

cannot disrespect my wife.” 

Doing the right thing was also the only option we had growing up.  Respect for our elders 

and respecting women was very important for us to learn also.  Putting the Lord first in our 

lives was a key.  

Knowing that dad was the last one in our  immediate family to come to Jesus Christ and 

the first one of us to go home to be with the Lord gives me great comfort.  My dad and I 

will one day be able to worship the Lord together.  

 -Wayne Alves, Cypress Campus 
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Thankful for Fathers 

My Dad. . .Building Character 

Looking back at who my dad was, the values he instilled in me, and how that translated into 

decisions and actions I took in life opens the lens of reflection on who I am and who my dad was to 

me.  This will be a challenge! 

One thing my dad built in me was confidence to learn new skills, whether it was working alongside 

him as an 11-year-old as he framed a family room in the basement and asked me questions that he 

obviously knew the answer to, or as he involved me in decisions like, “Where should we frame the 

door?”  He wanted me to think through the process of how it would work for our family’s use; or, 

as a newly licensed teenage driver learning to back up a trailer to launch a fishing boat in one of the many Arkansas 

lakes; or later, he trusted me to drive my mom and family several hundred miles on a road trip up to the Chicago area 

for a Thanksgiving homecoming game at my older sister’s college while he flew in from a business trip to meet us 

there.  There are many other instances where he showed trust in my ability to make decisions, some good and some 

just okay, and to live with the consequences. 

Several years later as a new 21-year-old, it was that trust and 

confidence he put in me that gave me the inner knowing that with 

God’s leading, I was not “out of luck” after quitting college to work in 

a mill processing ore.  Then, as I was knocked out of the working 

world in a motorcycle crash and all its lingering aftereffects, he was 

there for me, with my mom, praying for my recovery, so I knew that 

life was not over for me yet! 

It was his trust in God’s healing, his belief in me along with my trust 

in God that gave me the hope that things would turn around.  Almost 

a year later, I finally began an education in architecture, a new field 

of study.  Finally, several years later, I began to pursue my career as 

an architect.  

So looking back, it was the values received from my dad, 

both spiritual and practical, that gave me the 

underpinnings for my life’s journey. 

Thanks Dad.  And Thanks God for giving me the father I 

needed! 

 - John Paris, son of William C. Paris 
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Thankful for Fathers 

Ten Things I Want My Kids To Know 

1. Happiness is a lot of work.  You cannot be lazy or entitled to achieve it. 

2. You will make mistakes and they will only define you if you give it that kind of power.  If the lesson is learned, the 

mistake is worth it.  It is your choice whether or not it wins.  You are not a prisoner to your past and you are 

allowed to grow. 

3. The world owes you nothing.  It does not care who you are, where you come from, or what you think you deserve.  

Everything you achieve will have to come from your own dedication to what you love.  It will not be handed to you 

easily. 

4. People do not get to tell you who you are.  Make peace with your own soul and give no one the power to tell you 

that you are something you are not.  Know who you are and be okay when others do not understand you. 

5. Work hard.  Never go into anything with half your heart.  Respect is earned by how you did the job and not the 

title by your name. 

6. Show up for your people.  No matter what has happened, show up.  That is what people will remember about you 

in the end of all of this. 

7. Choose grace for others and for yourself.  No one gets it right.  You won’t either.  Bitterness is the anchor to the 

soul, but grace sets you free. 

8. Have fun.  Be adventurous.  None of us are getting out of this alive, so make the time you have count with the 

people who actually matter. 

9. Laugh in the good times and the bad.  Your sense of humor and your ability to take a punch will set a strong 

foundation of stability. 

10. Love God!  He is the most consistent thing you will ever have! 

 - Ben Gibbons 
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Prayer 

In the Beginning 

Genesis 1:3-4a  “And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness.” 

 

 

Light is electromagnetic radiation that can be detected by the human eye.  Electromagnetic radiation occurs over an 
extremely wide range of wavelengths, from gamma rays to radio waves.  Within that broad spectrum the wavelengths visible 
to humans occupy a very narrow band, from about 700 nanometres (nm; billionths of a metre) for red light down to about 
400 nm for violet light.  The speed of light in a vacuum is a fundamental physical constant, the currently accepted value of 
which is 186,282 miles per second. 
 
When white light is spread apart by a prism or a diffraction grating, the colors of the visible spectrum appear.  The colors vary 
according to their wavelengths.  

                     

No single (human) answer to the question, “What is light?” satisfies the many contexts in which light is experienced, 
explored, and exploited.  
 
The physicist is interested in the physical properties of light, the artist in an aesthetic appreciation of the visual world. 
Through the sense of sight, light is a primary tool for perceiving the world and communicating within it.  Light from 
the Sun warms the Earth, drives global weather patterns, and initiates the life-sustaining process of photosynthesis.  On the 
grandest scale, light’s interactions with matter have helped shape the structure of the universe.  Indeed, light provides a 
window on the universe, from cosmological to atomic scales.  Almost all of the information about the rest of the universe 
reaches Earth in the form of electromagnetic radiation.  By interpreting that radiation, astronomers can glimpse the earliest 
epochs of the universe, measure the general expansion of the universe, and determine the chemical composition 
of stars and the interstellar medium.   
 
Just as the invention of the telescope dramatically broadened exploration of the universe, so too the invention of 
the microscope opened the intricate world of the cell.  The analysis of the frequencies of light emitted and absorbed 
by atoms was a principal impetus for the development of quantum mechanics.  Light transmits spatial and temporal 
information.  This property forms the basis of the fields of optics and optical communications and a myriad of related 
technologies, both mature and emerging.  Technological applications based on the manipulations of light 
include lasers, holography, and fibre-optic telecommunications systems.* 

https://www.britannica.com/science/electromagnetic-radiation
https://www.britannica.com/science/wavelength
https://www.britannica.com/science/speed-of-light
https://www.britannica.com/science/vacuum-physics
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contexts
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
https://www.britannica.com/place/Earth
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
https://www.britannica.com/place/Earth
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
https://www.britannica.com/place/Earth
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
https://www.britannica.com/place/Earth
https://www.britannica.com/science/matter
https://www.britannica.com/science/cosmology-astronomy
https://www.britannica.com/science/astronomy
https://www.britannica.com/science/star-astronomy
https://www.britannica.com/science/interstellar-medium
https://www.britannica.com/science/optical-telescope
https://www.britannica.com/technology/microscope
https://www.britannica.com/science/cell-biology
https://www.britannica.com/science/atom
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impetus
https://www.britannica.com/science/quantum-mechanics-physics
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Prayer 

Light is a common metaphor in the Bible.  Note that we are not told that God is a light but that He is the light.  Light is 

part of His essence, as is love (1 John 4:8).  The message is that God is completely, unreservedly, absolutely holy, with 

no admixture of sin, no taint of iniquity, and no hint of injustice.  “This is the message we have heard from Him and 

proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” (I John 1:5). 

Praise: 

The Lord God Almighty is light, and so is His Son, Jesus.  John 8:12  Jesus said, “ I am the light of the world.  Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

John 1:5  “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  

James 1:17  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

Confession: 

Believers in Christ must confess any darkness within themselves – their sins and transgressions – and allow God to 

shine His light through them.  

Psalm 90:8  “You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.” 

1 John 1:5-7, 9  “. . .God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him while 

we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.”  “If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Ephesians 5:13  “. . .everything exposed by the light becomes visible. . .” 

Thanksgiving: 

God is light, and it is His plan that believers shine forth His light, becoming more like Christ every day.  

Colossians 1:12  “. . .giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” 

John 8:12  Jesus said, “ I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life.”  To “walk” is to make progress.  Therefore, we can infer from this verse that Christians are meant to grow 

in holiness and to mature in faith as they follow Jesus (see 2 Peter 3:18). 

1 Thessalonians 5:5  “You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the 

darkness.” 

2 Corinthians 4:6  “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has made his light shine in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.12
https://www.gotquestions.org/light-of-the-world.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%201%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+4:6&version=ESV
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Prayer 

Intercession: 

Church leaders, leaders in positions of authority, and the resulting leadership of June 7 voting: 

2 Kings 18:3, 5, 6, 7  For leaders who do what is right in the eyes of the Lord, fully trusting in the Lord, the God of 

Israel, holding fast to the Lord and not departing from following Him. The Lord would be with them; wherever they 

went out, they prospered. 

Acts 13:22  “And the Lord would say ‘I have found  a man [woman] after my own heart, who will do all my will.’”  

Matthew 5:16  “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father  who is in heaven.” 

Doxology: 

I Timothy 6:12, 14, 15-16  “. . .Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called. . .” “. . .until the appearing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  “God, the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  who alone has 

immortality, and who dwells in unapproachable light, and who no one has ever seen or can see.  To Him be honor and 

eternal dominion.  Amen.” 

 

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

*https://www.britannica.com/science/light 

 

Let us pray for you, too!  

Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com).  

The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

This is My Father’s World 

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears, 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
This is my Father’s world; from the shining courts above, 
The Beloved One, His Only Son, 
Was giv’n to show God’s love. 
This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! 
God reigns; let earth be glad! 
 
This is my Father’s world.  O let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems off so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world.  The battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satsfied, 
And earth and heav’n be one. 
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Serving Our Church 

God is Bigger Than You Think: 

Experiencing God Through the Psalms 

Life these days can seem overwhelming.  While COVID is largely in the rearview mirror, we are battling the lingering 

effects, whether grief of what (or who) has been lost, to the relational repair that’s needed, to a lingering sense of 

vulnerability.  Tension in Europe, continual political turmoil at home, and just the normal rigors of life also contribute.  

It all seems like it’s just too much.  Thankfully, we have a God who gets us and He has provided help and hope in times 

past, and can do the same for us today.   

To help us get our bearings in the midst of these storms, we will go through the first portion of Book V of the Book of 

Psalms in the Bible.  The psalms we will look at will, among other things, get us worshipping God and looking to Jesus, 

our King, Lord, Coach, and Leader as we await His final return. 
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Serving Our Church 

Seeking God’s Direction for Neighborhood Church 

Our Leadership Team spent some time in April praying for the Neighborhood Church community and how we might all 

grow deeper in our love and devotion to Christ this year!   

We are excited to see what’s next! 
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Serving Our Church 

Members: Don’t forget to vote to affirm our 

new Elders, Trustees  and the Budget 
for 2022-2023 fiscal year during a very short 

meeting after each gathering on June 12. 
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Serving Our Church 

We Honor You!  
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Serving Our Church 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     2022 

Dear God, 

We ask that our children’s hearts would be constantly drawn to 

you.  We pray that they would walk daily in the presence of your 

Spirit.  Give them spiritual discernment and the ability to see 

through the enemy’s lies and step over his traps.  May they always 

know the great power of prayer and choose to be warriors for Your 

Kingdom.  Help them by the power of your Holy Spirit to walk 

faithfully and diligently in Your ways. 

We ask that they would have a love and desire for Your Word and 

an unquenchable thirst for Your presence in their lives.  May their 

hearts and spirits be tender towards You.  We pray that You would 

give them spiritual insight, wisdom, and deep understanding of 

Your truth, even far beyond their years. 

Thank You that Your timing is perfect.  We pray that You would 

direct their steps, that Your plans for them would prosper; that 

every place You have determined for them to walk would be paved 

clear. 

We ask that You would remind them every day how very much You 

love them, that they would find security and confidence fully in 

You, know that You are trustworthy and true. 

In Jesus’ Name,  AMEN 

Psalm 119:9-11 
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Honoring Our Graduates 
 Elementary Schools 

May 11 was the last Wednesday Night for these awesome 6th graders.  

We prayed for them and encouraged them.  Student Ministries, here 

they come! 

We will be celebrating all of our graduating 6th graders with a goodbye 

party on Sunday, May 22. 
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Madison Douglas 

I will be attending Biola University and 
majoring in Nursing. 

Specifically, the church could pray to 
have God help me with schooling.  I know 
nursing school is going to be very difficult 
and the more help I can get the better.  I 
also am nervous about my housing 
situation.  I don’t really want to stay in a 
dorm and would be more comfortable 
staying at home, but living in a dorm is 
what’s going to happen.  So please pray 
for God to prepare me for that. 

 

Dillon Galipeau 

I will be doing a vocational engineering 
program at Long Beach City College, and 
I’m not quite sure if I want to do track 
there or not. 

Please pray that I can make it through the 
rest of the year without stress and that I 
can adjust going to college and not being 
around most of my friends as much. 

 

Jordan Havican 

I think I will be attending Golden West 
Community College.  I am not 100% sure, 
but I do know I am going to college.  I 
haven’t set on a major yet as I have been 
interested in ASL interpreting for a while, 
but recently I have become interested in 
Fitness Training.  I think I will be starting a 
job sometime soon, but not completely 
sure where yet.  I think I am going on 
vacation to Palm Springs and potentially 
Laughlin, Nevada the beginning of June. 

Kate Johnson 

I could use prayer for safety and guidance 
as I try to follow and trust God.  As well as 
a prayer for gratitude for the people who 
have supported me and will continue to 
and thankfulness for all of the new 
people who will be part of my life. 

Please pray, too, that God provides the 
funds for whatever school I should go to, 
and that I finish the rest of my senior year 
strong.  Thank youI  

 

Logan LeMonnier 

Please pray that I chose the right path 
regarding my career.  I have pretty much 
chosen what career I would like to do for 
the rest of my life.  I will be going to 
Cypress College for two years and then 
attending Aviation school in order to 
become a commercial pilot. 

 

 

Julia Peet 

I will most likely be attending Biola 
University (nursing major).  I might be 
starting a job at Orange Theory Fitness 
(not a sure thing).  I will be going on 
vacation to the Kern River, possibly Hume 
Lake, and a family trip.  

Please pray that I enjoy my time in 
college, not be so stressed about so many 
things changing, but to have a smooth 
transition, and to find friends that will 
help keep me strong in my faith and allow 
me to grow as a person and closer to 
Jesus. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 
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Serving Our Church 

We apologize if we have missed anyone who graduated this year.  We celebrate your accomplishment and milestone in life and wish you great 
success in your future endeavors. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 High Schools 

Kat Schwab 

I will be attending Hope International 
University and playing Volleyball.  

I would love them to pray for health and 
safety through my college volleyball and for 
all the other seniors to have a great first 
year of college and for them to be 
protected by Jesus.  

 

Nathaniel Scott 

I will be attending trade school to focus on 
becoming an electrician.  I will also be 
working with an electrician during that 
time.  So, it’s trade school and a job.  As 
well as racing close to every weekend.  
With that being said, I pray for patience, 
integrity, and safety on the job but mostly 
for racing. 

I could use prayer for safety and guidance 
as I try to follow and trust God.  Also, pray 
that I have gratitude for the people who 
have supported me and will continue to 
and thankfulness for all of the new people 
who will be part of my life.  

Lauren Porteneuve 

I’ll be attending Chapman University 
in the fall and will double major in 
Psychology and Screen Acting.  In 
the meantime, I’ll be working hard 
at multiple jobs to save up some 
money. 

I think where I need prayer the most 
is just in having the confidence and 
guidance from Jesus necessary for 
this next chapter.  I want to be sure I 
don’t lose focus on my faith during 
this transition into college. 

 

Jesse Rhodes 

I’m going to go to UCI.  

Please pray for me to be able to 
adjust well to college life, to be able 
to face the challenges that will 
present, and for that change in my 
life to go smoothly. 

 

Josiah Roush 

I’ll be taking a semester off and 
using that time to begin setting 
myself up financially by getting a job 
and starting to save money.  
Afterwards I'll be going to Rio 
Hondo Community College and 
majoring in Biotechnology.  

Please pray that I find a part-time 
job. 

“If you'll hold on to me for dear life,” says God, 
 “I’ll get you out of trouble. 
I’ll give you the best of care 
 If you’ll only get to know and trust me. 
Call me and I’ll answer, be at your side in bad times; 
 I’ll rescue you, then throw you a party. 
I’ll give you a long life, 
 Give you a long drink of salvation!” 

 

Psalm 91:14-16, The Message 
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Congratulations, Lee Jones! 

 

We celebrated and recognized Lee Jones on May 1 for his service to Neighborhood Church. 

“I don’t know about you, but whenever I turn on a light switch, I expect the lights to go on.  Whenever I open a faucet 

at home, I expect the water to come out.  But rarely do I give any thought to all the engineers and all of the admin 

support people who are behind the scenes that make everything work every time I turn my computer on. 

If you have ever accessed the internet here at church, you can thank this young man.  If you were ever at a point 

during the COVID when you were online, you can thank Lee because he made that possible.  Lee has done so much.  

Many of the things in our church are possible because of Lee being our IT Director and also a pastor.   

There are, I think, miles of cable in this church that he has laid, and all kinds of things that he has done for us.  And 

he’s one of those guys who’s always kind of in the background.  You might bump into him in the lobby at some point 

and say, ‘Are you new here?  Are you a guest?’   

But we have appreciated so much what he has done for our church, and we wanted to recognize him because Lee has 

been doing this for 15 years!  It’s been an amazing journey!  We wanted to give you little gifts.” 

Lee’s wife, Cathy, was handed a bouquet of flowers, and Lee was presented with a monetary gift and a plaque with 

the following inscription: 

A Pastor - devoted to giving so much.  God only knows all the souls that you’ve touched.  Committed 

to serve when you answered God’s call, you provided by being a servant of all.  Congratulations, Lee, 

on your 15 years of service to Neighborhood Church. 

Congratulations! 

  - Terry Lambert 
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Farewell to Adelee Smith 

Adelee is our wonderful Worship Intern.  She has grown up at our 

church, all of her life she has been here.  Adelee really felt that God 

was working in her skills, and she chose to step into our intern 

program/ministry.   

Adelee was going to finish out her internship this summer, but she 

has a neat opportunity to go up and serve at Hume Lake Christian 

Camps.  So we are excited about that.  But what that does mean is 

that Adelee ended her internship at Neighborhood Church at the 

end of April.  We are sad to see her go, but we are thankful that 

God allowed us to be a part of her spiritual growth.  Adelee has 

done a phenomenal job.   

We are incredibly proud of her.  God has done some great work for 

her to walk through life and has allowed us to see how she has 

responded to God in some amazing ways.  She is a gifted young 

woman.  We are happy that God has allowed us to have been part 

of her growth. 

 Pastor Mike prayed for her as she heads to this new adventure.  

The fun is we get to see her at Hume Lake when our children and 

students go in June. 
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Mother’s Day Celebration 

The Mother’s Day gathering began with the reading of Psalm 100, and we were led in worship, 

into God’s presence, by Suzanne McElderry and her daughter, Vivian, from our Los Alamitos 

campus. 

Jocelyn Inavolu presented the Kid’s  Moment.  Jocelyn spoke about her mother 

and how she exemplifies the qualities that God Himself shows to His children.  

“My mom inspires me throughout my daily activities to uphold her household, 

and she inspires me through her everlasting love. 

I think that God has given mom a super power where she is not only able to 

attend work every day, a really long day, but she is also able to take care of her 

house and her family.  She gives importance to that.  Now something that I really 

appreciate from my mom is that no matter where she is, she can be at work or at 

home, she is only one call, or one text away from us.  She always has time to talk 

with her children and she prioritizes her family up on top.  That is something I 

really appreciate about my mom.” 

It reminds me how the Ruler of the Universe, God in all His splendor and all His 

majesty and all His power, still has time, He still makes it a priority to talk with His 

children. 
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My name is Susan Peterson.  I think when we hear the word “mom” in relation to our 

own mom, we probably have an immediate feeling associated with that word 

depending on your relationship with your mom.  It could be a warm and fuzzy 

feeling, or a sad feeling, or hurt, or angry, or joyful, or happy, or any mixture or any 

combination of those things and more. 

The first verse of Psalm 100 says, “Shout for joy to the Lord,” and I thought when I 

read that, “I’ve got that first part of shouting!”  But then there’s the rest of the 

sentence.  The word “joy” leapt out at me because it’s one of the words I associate 

with my mom.   

I asked her, “How do you do it?”  She would spend every day, all day visiting my dad 

in the Veterans Hospital and then come home to my very busy, very noisy household, 

and she was so joyful.  She turned to me and said, “It’s how I choose to live.”   

My name is Lorena Saucedo and I’m the Children’s Pastor.  There are many women 

that I admire, but my mom tops them all.  She is awesome.  She has taught me to live 

Psalm 100.  I don’t ever remember her explaining the Psalm to me in words, but I 

watched her live out Psalm 100.   

In this Psalm there are seven commands.  I watched my mom do all these things as I 

grew up, but what stands out to me is how she served (verse 2).  It was a joy for her 

to serve.  She never complained and she never made excuses.  She always did more 

than what was asked of her.  My mom’s service was worship - serving the Lord with 

gladness.   

Please listen and be blessed by the complete message each woman shared.  Go to  YouTube, 

choose neighborhood church cypress, then click on Mother’s Day. 

My name is Haylie Barkley, and my mother’s name is Cathy.  I currently live 1,000 

miles away from her.  When I think of my mother there is such a selflessness.   I am 

not a mother yet myself, and I cannot fully comprehend the amount of giving my 

mother has bestowed upon me and I am humbled by it.  My mother was born and 

raised on a dairy farm in a very rural area of Oregon, and she grew up with very 

little.  It was a lot of hard work from dawn until dusk.  When I think about the way 

my mom used the world after spending so much of her childhood in a place where 

things were not easy, things were not always beautiful, and that things were left 

wanting,  My mother  exemplifies the eyes of Christ in how she sees this world.  

When I was a little girl, my mother gave me the most magical childhood in using the 

gift God had given her which was creativity. 



30 

 

Serving Our Church 

2021-22 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Nick Stonoha, Jeff Harabedian, Jim Passmore, 
Pastor Mike McKay 

Back Row (left to right): John Paris, Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, 
Wayne Alves (Chair) and Paul Lacombe                                                  

Not Pictured: Lance Peterson 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 

If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides,  

so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

I Peter 4:11 
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2021-22 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Martinez, Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams, Tony Birge (chair), Dave Crotteau, 
Mike Ladewig, and Pastor Terry Lambert      

Not pictured:  John Montanye, Justin Bright 

  

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  

as faithful stewards of God’s grace in various forms. 

I Peter 4:10 
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Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and 

we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a part 

of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in 

security or EMS.  Times and hours are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 

Help Jacob Pass Out Worship Folders!   

We are looking for individuals to be ushers who would be willing to pass 

out worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and 

assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every three 

months), please join our team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or anchetahb@gmail.com 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library 

Books for Mom, Books for Brides, Books for Kids and Dads 

All are available at your Church Library! 

The church library is open between gatherings - 10am to 10:45am every Sunday!  

Library Volunteers are needed after the second gathering on Sundays, from 11:45am - 12noon.  

Please contact Joanne at (714) 489-3206 (call or text) if interested.  Thanks! 
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Serving Our Church 

 

 

Thank you for shopping on-line with Amazon and sharing with Neighborhood Church! 

When you log on at: smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the charity you 

would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to our church.  It’s 

easy and it’s FREE to you!   

From 2021, your orders generated a total donation of $880.08 for Neighborhood Church! 

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty 

water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 
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CRAFTS FOR A CAUSE 

Thursday, June 2      

1pm - 8pm 

Dragonfly Shops and Gardens 
260 N. Glassell Street 

Orange, CA 

This is an incredibly special event!  Crafts for a Cause is the opportunity to come and make one, or more, delightfully 

unique crafts for a cause.  There are five available crafts offered for this event, including a beaded selenite “wand,” 

garden art, string art, a lovely succulent container, and a beautiful piece of jewelry.  Each craft is $25 and must be pre-

purchased online at www.dragonflyshopsandgardens.com. 

In addition to crafts and a fun ambiance, there will be light snacks and beverages available, plus a time for the 

community to come together and support a worthy cause. 

Because - and here’s one of the best parts - ALL of the proceeds go directly to helping human trafficking victims!  TJ 

Peterson, one of Neighborhood Church’s own, is a human trafficking victim’s advocate working with Waymakers 

organization in Santa Ana.  The money raised from this event goes directly towards purchasing fast food gift cards for 

victims to use, clothing, car repairs, computers, bicycles, bus passes, baby items, or whatever else is needed. 

Thank you for your support!  And have a wonderful time connecting with others and making a terrific keepsake. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com. 

Photo provided by www.OrangeReview.com 



37 

 

Serving Our Community 

ATTENTION LOOMERS  

We have been promoting the start up of The Loomers Group for the past 

few weeks. 

We now have some information for you!  Our first meeting will be: 

Monday, June 6 

6:30pm 

Neighborhood Church, Cypress Campus 

It does not matter if you are an expert or have never heard of a loom.  We 

will teach you!  We will be using a 9-inch loom for the hats and we have 

lots of yarn.  The purpose is to make knit caps for the Care Packages we will 

be handing out to those in need in December.  Knowing the cap was 

specially handmade warm the heart as well as the head. 

Snacks will be provided.  Please RSVP as soon as possible so I can get a 

room that will be comfortable for all.  I know this will be a very fun and 

productive evening!  I hope to see many of you there! 

“Let your light so shine before others, 

That they may see your good deeds 

And glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 - Maria Falcone (mfalcone53@yahoo.com) 
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This year’s Cuba team is getting ready to roll, or rather “fly!”  The team consists of Lance and Susan Peterson, Steve 

Ellis, Jo Anne Sims, Bella Castillo, Chet Williams (our missionary from Ecuador), and Martin Castro (our missionary from 

Mexico), with our leader and missionary to Cuba, Bruce Camp.  We will also be joined by a few 

people from North Point Church in Corona, so we will all partner together. 

We leave June 7 and return June 14.  We have several different things planned for us to be 

doing including visitation to home churches (people are allowed to meet in groups of no more 

than 10 for church) to help teach, train, and pray with our Cuban brothers and sisters; 

leadership training times which is a time to share our testimonies, hear theirs, and learn from 

one another; co-preaching sermons on Sunday; evangelistic dinners; and helping teach English 

classes where we can talk about our faith and other things as long as we are speaking English with 

the students! 

Please continue praying for opportunities to share Christ - to know what to say and how to say it.  

Please continue praying for our hearts to be listening to the Lord, too, when we pray for our brothers 

and sisters there.  Please continue praying that God is proclaimed and known. 

 - Susan Peterson 

    Susan and Lane Peterson                  Bruce Camp                       Chet Williams                            Martin Castro                      Steve Ellis 

Bella Castillo 

Jo Ann Sims 
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Lance and I are Team Ecuador this year!  We are leaving July 3 and coming home July 23.  Though we have been going 

to Ecuador every year since 2007, we have not been there since September 2019, so we are looking forward to 

reconnecting with our indigenous leaders and friends. 

The 10-acre jungle property of CENTA now has cleared space and a few buildings where training workshops are held 

for the indigenous people.  The classes range from using power tools to gardening techniques to Bible studies - 

whatever is going to help them learn and implement sustainable skills.  One of the most exciting new developments on 

the property is the start of a Waorani church!  Even better, it has been started by the Waorani and the teaching is done 

in their original tongue, not their second language of Spanish. 

I can tell you what our tentative “plans” are as we refer to Ecuador as “Flexidor” since plans change frequently 

depending on what building materials are available (if we are building something) and what is required at the moment 

as relationships and life happen.  Our first week there we will probably be working on the property - doing 

maintenance work on both the land and the buildings.  Our second and third weeks will mostly be spent in assisting 

Chet and Katie Williams with a short-term missions team that is coming in from Maryland.  This means doing a lot of 

behind the scenes work in helping projects run smoothly, doing physical labor, taking care of details even in food 

shopping and preparing meals for the team, doing devotionals, and helping with team debriefs each day.  Again, so 

many unexpected things to go on that I will let you know what actually transpires when we return! 

We would appreciate your prayers that we would be good listeners to the Holy Spirit - to be His hands and feet, to 

bless our Ecuadorian brothers and sisters, to support Chet and Katie and the leaders there in their various ministries, 

and to serve in whatever way we can.  I guess this is our prayer as we live in Southern California, too! 
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Greece is the Word! 

The last couple of years have been a challenge worldwide.  

Besides our local political tensions and COVID, of course, there 

are those who are displaced from their homes all over the 

world.  Many of these refugees are seeking a future in Europe.  

A few years ago, one of our long-term missionary couples 

served at the Moria Refugee Camp on the island of Lesbos in 

Greece.  As the world opens up, refugees are still seeking a 

new life and we want to help. 

Our team of ten will be leaving LAX on June 30 and returning 

July 11.  There will be a week of ministering at a hospitality 

house for women, wood shop for men, and a thrift shop where 

refugees, primarily from Afghanistan and Somalia, will be 

given a little relief and friendship from their difficult life on the 

refugee settlements. 

How you can help: 

1. Pray!  This could be an intense week of ministry, of caring and connecting with people desperate needs.  May God 

give the team wisdom, grace, and love to minister effectively. 

2. Give!  Specifically, clothes are needed. 

• First, bring long dresses you are not wearing anymore.  This ministry is primarily to Muslims, so much of the 

body is covered.  The dresses should go near the ankles and cover the shoulder.  Thrift shops are running low 

on supplies, so if you have long dressed going unused, they can be put to use. 

• Next, more than dresses are needed.  Specifically, undergarments are in great demand.  We do not want those 

donated.  We will buy those on the island where they are inexpensive and can support the local economy.  For 

the same reasons, we will also purchase items so the women in the hospitality house can be “pampered” to 

bring them some relief and joy in a very difficult situation  If you would like to donate to this fund, you can give 

online or mark it on your giving envelope. 

If you would like to give online, go to neighborhoodchurch.com/giving, click on the “Give Online” button, then click on 

one-time give and find the Greece Summer Missions Team on the “Fund” drop-down menu.  Type in the amount and 

submit. 

The team thanks you for however you can contribute, and especially for your prayers. 

 - Justin McElderry 



41 

 

Serving in Missions 

Greece Summer Missions Team 

Pastor Mike and Kristi 

Janis Lacombe The McElderry Family:  Eliana, Pastor Justin, Suzanne, Cael, and Vivian 

Iris Chao Praise Chao 

Taking the Gospel 

to the World 
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Teaching Our Children 

JUNE MEMORY VERSE  
 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Romans 10:9 (NIV) 
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Promotion Sunday 

June 12 

Kids in Pre-K and Kindergarten class will move up to the 1st-3rd grade Sun-

day School class in the Gym. 

3rd graders will move up to the 4th grade class. 

The 6th graders will have moved to Student Ministries already! 

Sunday Morning 

These kiddos built the Temple of Solomon one Sunday morning! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Judy Ungeheier, 

Jo Anne Sims, Helen Passmore, and Becky Howard.  We look forward to continuing to serve the 

women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

Ladies Bible Study - We are on summer break and will return Thursday, August 11, 2022.  We meet each Thursday 

morning 9:30-11:30am in Room 2. 

We will be studying  the book of Isaiah using Melissa Spoelstra’s book, Isaiah - Bible Study Book with Video Access: 

Striving Less and Trusting God More.  The book is sold by Amazon online, and remember, Amazon will donate back to 

Neighborhood Church by logging on at “smile amazon.com.”” 

The book of Isaiah is one of the major auxillary books of the Old Testament containing 66 chapters, so we are looking 

forward to a time of enrichment and inspiration as we explore his visions and prophecies that lead us directly to the 

coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Women of all ages and stages, new to Bible study or those who regularly study are welcome to join us.  Remember, 

Bible Study includes fellowship, support, and it’s just plain fun! 

If you have any questions, please contact our leader, Lisa Rimland at (714) 519-1879. 

 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  This year studying Matthew has come to an end.  Our 

final evening together was May 9. 

However, coming this fall we will explore the roots of our faith while continuing to deepen our 

understanding of Jesus as Messiah.  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in 

Christ by exploring 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Please watch for our schedule for the fall. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm 

Location:  Neighborhood Church, Los Alamitos Campus 
   First Baptist Church 
   4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 
 
Contact:     Christine Theodore at (562) 533-2727 or christineatheodore@gmail.com   
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Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, June 7 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  Please join us at  Helena Loven’s home on June 25 at noon! If you would like more information 

about this fun-filled event, please contact Ginny or Helena at: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - We are almost halfway through our closer observation of how God revealed His character to us by 

gradually and specifically introducing distinct names for Himself.  Modern Bibles only translate God’s name as LORD in 

the Old Testament and Lord in the new, so this information is not as familiar to us. 

We have studied Elohim, the Creator God, Jehovah (Yahweh), the self-revealing God, and Adonai, the God who rules. 

We recently added the warrior names which show us God fights our battles: Jehovah Nissi, the LORD our Banner, and 

Jehovah Tsaba, the Lord of Hosts. 

We are using the book The Power of God’s Names by Dr. Tony Evans.  We watch the half-hour video segment about 

every sixth week, and use the discussion questions the other weeks.  There is homework, but it is minimal.  Our 

discussions are practical and inspiring. 

Our class is for young adult to seasoned senior women.  Give us a try for the second half of this study - the extra hour 

of study, discussion, fellowship, and prayer will give you a fresh perspective. 

Leaders:   Jo Anne at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 2 
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WALKING IN WISDOM  

Proverbs 31:25-26, 30: “Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she shall rejoice at the future.  She opens her mouth 

in wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. . .a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.” 

On Saturday, May 14 almost 70 women joined together for an amazing event called WALKING IN WISDOM!  The six 

different gifted speakers were from within our church (left to right): Randi Clary, Debbie Wyatt, Katie Williams, Haylie 

Barkley, Anna Gustafson, and Suzanne McElderry.  They shared about their lives - what they were doing career-wise, 

why, how they have seen God at work there, and how God was showing them to walk in wisdom.  What a delightful 

time of listening to them and learning, and then sharing about our own lives with one another, too.  And that’s what 

it’s all about - for our hearts to be connected as we learn more about one another and especially as we learn more 

about Jesus together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendees also were blessed with a time of worship followed by a light brunch and making a really unique craft.  As 

worship brings us into the presence of God, filling and preparing us spiritually while food fills us physically.  It is fun to 

know that even the crafts are designed to bring us into a time of fellowship.  Bloom’s focus is Christ, Connection, and 

Community and that’s exactly what happened this lovely Saturday morning.  Each time we gather there is a different 

Holy Spirit-inspired theme and highlighting of God’s character, so ladies - come and join us next time and see what God 

has in store! 

Please note, too, that the Bloom Team wants to hear from you.  How can we help you be connected more to God and 

to each other?  How can we be praying for you?  Please contact me at Susan@funplaces.com. 

 - Susan Peterson 
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Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  This year studying Matthew has come to an end.  Our final evening 

together was May 9. 

However, coming this fall we will explore the roots of our faith while continuing to deepening our 

understanding of Jesus as Messiah.  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in 

Christ by exploring 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Please watch for our schedule for the fall. 

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

     pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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The ELDO is sanctioned by the USAC and registration fees are kept low so that all ages 

can participate.  Race categories include Junior (13 and under, and 14 to 18, scored 

separately), 4/5 (women scored separately), Master (women scored separately), and 

Pro (women scored separately.) Each race takes place on a 1.275 mile closed course  

at El Dorado Park. 

The objective of the event is race training: refining fitness, honing skills, riding hard, 

and taking turns at the front, pull through, and keeping the pace high. 

What makes ELDO work?  Volunteers!  The people who selflessly give of their time for 

bikers to hone their craft.  The volunteers arrive early and stay late.  The Christian 

Cycling - Orange County Spoke identified ELDO as an opportunity for outreach and service.  They provided volunteers 

this year on Tuesday nights for the April through June race session, and have a booth offering water and mechanical 

support as needed to the riders. 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

Counseling 
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Helping the Hurting 

The Church Can Support People with Mental Illness 

I suffer from mental illness.  I have lived with depression for most of my life.  Three years ago, I was additionally 

diagnosed with burnout and anxiety.  Living with mental illness is like a psychological war-of-wills waging your mind, 

and you are on the losing side.  Thoughts of despair, hopelessness, and fear prey on you constantly. They intimidate 

you, scream at you, and wear you down until all you want to do is give up. 

Mental illness is on the rise.  According to statistics, it affects 18-20% of people globally.  That is 1 in every 5 people. 

I am blessed to attend a church that supports me during my recovery, and it is very much on my heart that other 

mental health sufferers experience that same level of support.  The following are ways the church can support people 

with mental illness: 

1. Keep Church a Safe Place (Psalm 46:1) 

Feeling comfortable  and accepted in your church is of foremost priority - for everyone.  However, for a mental health 

sufferer, church is especially a refuge from what we perceive to be a hostile world.  We struggle with everyday issues 

like the house, going to work, or even sitting amidst strangers on public transport.  Depressive episodes can leave us 

feeling hopeless and in despair for days or even weeks at a time. 

For that reason, it is important that church is a safe place for us, a solid rock under our feet amidst the quicksand of 

fears and insecurities that plague our lives.  At church, we can receive spiritual support, prayer, and the hope of 

deliverance from our maladies.  We can be accepted as individuals, and not be treated as just another medical case. 

2. Educate the Congregation (Proverbs 9:9) 

A few weeks ago in church, the pastor addressed depression in his sermon by stating that we should pray for those 

who needed healing, rather than neglect them.  I was incredibly moved that the issue of mental illness was being 

addressed directly from the pulpit. 

Lately, I have seen that educating our church corporately about mental illness is not only raising awareness, it is 

providing our congregation with vital insight into what sufferers are going through. 

3. Talk about Mental Illness (Job 16:5) 

Approaching someone in church about their mental health issues is no easy task.  I understand that people are afraid to 

cross personal boundaries, and I respect that.  However, is it possible that stereotypical portrayals are preventing 

others from talking about mental illness with us?  Therefore, to dissolve stigmatizations and lower barriers between 

sufferers and non-sufferers, let us find ways to normalize conversations about mental illness and even mental health 

care in church. 

4. Pray for Those who Struggle with Mental Illness (James 5:18) 

Last Sunday, a friend immediately offered to pray with me after hearing I had been having a difficult week with 

depression and headaches.  For me, having someone pray with me and even for me re-ignites my faith in the power of 
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God to heal, for with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26).  It reminds me to keep my eyes on God when I hear 

the negative doctor’s reports or suffer from side effects of taking medication.   

To offer consistent prayers for those struggling with mental illness, you can offer to get together with someone who is 

struggling and pray together.  You can even pray with them over the telephone or include their requests in your private 

prayer time. 

5. Befriend Us (Ecclesiastes 4:9)  

People struggling with mental illness live lonely lives.  Our homes are our refuge, however, at the same time they can 

be our prison.  One of the reasons I enjoy going to church is to breach the isolation I live in during the week.  It’s my 

weekly opportunity to be amongst people in a safe environment. 

Offering fellowship to people with mental disorders will provide them with necessary companionship, help them 

practice social acclimation, and other support. 

In short, we need friends. 

Therefore, if you know someone in your church who is struggling with mental illness, extend the hand of friendship 

towards them.  Let them know that instead of being forced to watch life pass them by from behind the bars of their 

mental and physical prisons, there is a place in the world for them. 

6. Build Faith (I Corinthians 2:5) 

Doctors tell me regularly how sick I am.  Statistics state that there is an 85% possibility of me having a relapse in the off 

chance that I do recover from chronic depression.  Whereas the world is always trying to get me to focus on my health 

problems, I go to church to focus on God. 

I am so grateful that my church regularly gives praise reports on healing, it reinforces my faith that if God has healed 

others, He will heal me as well for He does not show favoritism (Romans 2:11).  Without my faith, I would drown in the 

murky pit of despair and hopelessness that chronic depression psychologically causes.  Church needs to be a place that 

renews everyone’s faith - the sick, the healthy, the lost, and the saved.  That way, we can stay constantly connected to 

the source of our hope, joy, and salvation. 

7. Extend the Church’s Support into the Community (Proverbs 3:27) 

There are many people with mental health issues who don’t know God.  Jesus founded the church so that all may come 

to know of His message of hope and salvation.  Hence it is important that the church not only support those in its 

congregation who suffer from mental illness, but also those who are outside of them. 

These suggestions for how the church can support people with mental illness are founded on my own church 

experiences and struggles with chronic depression.  My perception of support may be different to others, and that is 

ok, for there is no right or wrong way of supporting those with mental illness.  What is important, is that sufferers know 

they don’t need to fight this mental battle alone.  

 - Madeline Twooney, Christian Author 
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Do you have some hurts, habits, or hang-ups that negatively impact your life?  Of course, we all do!  Sometimes 

others have hurt us deeply and it affects us every day.  Sometimes we have made bad choices or reacted in wrong 

ways to challenges and temptations.  Sometimes we have become addicted to destructive behaviors.  How do we 

find help and healing? 

Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step program, not just for people with addictions, but for any and all of our hurts, habits, 

and hang-ups.  It is Biblically-based and Christ-centered.  It is used around the world, and it has helped countless 

people like us. 

We meet every Thursday at 7pm, upstairs in Room 208 at the Cypress campus. Come join us! 

For more information or questions, please contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or at (717)-951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick (714) 826-9562 or Sam (562) 330-8736 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

mailto:bob.vroon@verizon.net
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Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

Date    Topic 

June 2   Grief and Your Relationships 

June 9   Why? 

June 16   Guilt and Anger 

June 23   Complicating Factors 

June 30   Stuck 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

 

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

Helping the Hurting 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Everyone Needs Encouragement 

I hope you are feeling happy.  Are you?  It’s a tricky question these days, at least for me. 

I mean, while COVID has hit some folks in our congregation lately, it still has not derailed 

life like when all the restrictions were on us.  There is still political tension and race 

tension.  And as soon as pressure releases, there is something else to ratchet it up again. 

I have found myself depleted lately.  Weary.  I have waited for it to pass, but it hasn’t.  

There is a lot of pain around the world and there is a lot of pain in our little congregation.  

Don’t get me wrong, there is no place I would rather be than walking through life with 

y’all.  But things get hard. 

And the reality of weariness got me thinking about how critical encouragement is and how grateful I am for 

encouragers in my life.  Beyond that, I want to be an encourager to others.  Like anything, some of us are better at this 

than others.  So even if I am not that great at it, I want to grow in it and I hope you do too!   

I want us to have eyes to see those who encourage us and hearts that are eager to encourage others. 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

MEMORY VERSE 

I passed on to you what I received  

and this was the most important, 

Christ died for our sins as the Scriptures say, 

That he was buried,  

and was raised to life on the third day. 

I Corinthians 15:3-4 - as Scriptures say. 

 

Suzanne McElderry not only taught us hand movements to remember this verse in I Corinthians, but we sang the verse 

to the children’s old Vacation Bible School song of “I’m in the Lord’s Army.” 



60 

 

Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

The Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos helped host a Mother’s Day party 

for the ladies at Precious Life Shelter on Saturday, May 1.  The theme of the 

party was “A Day in Paris.”  A great deal of planning was involved with many 

helpful hands. 

The day began with setting up tables, chairs, and canopies by our partners, Radiant Church.  Decorations were provided 

by Yvonne Lee, Rebecca Adams, Ellen Kabelitz, Helena Loven, Roz Roth, and Ginny Debois from our church.  All helped 

to provide a lovely setting. 

George Adams took professional portraits of each mother and their babies, if 

born.  George was assisted by his daughter, Ashleigh, and the portraits were 

taken in front of a Parisian backdrop. 

After their portraits were taken, the ladies enjoyed making a beaded wind 

chime as a craft.    They were assisted by Rebecca, Helena, and Roz.  The craft 

was provided by Susan Peterson.  Many thanks to Susan - the ladies loved it!  

Lisa Rimland entertained with songs and soft guitar music.  Ellen gave a 

wonderful devotion and said grace before we moved on to lunch. 

A very Parisian lunch was served, which was provided by the 

ladies of Radiant Church.  While the moms enjoyed their lunch, 

they were entertained by an amazing magician, Johnny Ace 

Palmer. He involved the moms, remembered their names and 

thoroughly engaged each one. 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

The final event was gift bags for each mom.  All in all, they had a 

wonderful time and appreciated their special day. 

After the party, Bob Kabelitz and Steven Farren put away all of 

the tables, chairs, and canopies. 

Many thanks to each person who worked so hard to honor the 

new or soon to be mothers. 

 - Ginny Debois 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Intern 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Pastor 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-3001 x213 
EM:  Manuel@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 

 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Pastor 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Pastor 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Messersmith 
Youth Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Pastor 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 

 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Worship Arts 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Pastor 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
and Life Groups 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

Crafts for a Cause 

Loomers First Gathering 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Cuba Short-Term Mission Trip 

Cypress Anniversary Celebration 

Promotion Sunday 

Father’s Day 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

4th of July Holiday 

Bible Day Camp 


