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Happy New Year!  Welcome 2022! 

A new year is a fun time to reflect over the past year and look forward to all 

the adventures and new experiences of this new year.  How was 2021?  I am 

sure you had some great times and probably some not-so-great times.  There 

may have been some great times with others at work, at home, in the community, in relationships. . .and maybe not.  

But as followers of Jesus, we have that assurance that God is with us. 

Isaiah 41:10  fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

In thinking of this new year, 2022, what adventures are you hoping for?  Are there some goals or desires you would 

like to shoot for?  Maybe in 2022 you are hoping for a new friendship, a new home, a new beginning, a new job, a new 

adventure, a new insight from God, a new and deeper level of faith, and more.  A new year does bring great hope, a 

promise of starting fresh, and anticipating all God will do in us and through us.  A new year is an opportunity to make 

some fresh choices, a new beginning, a different adventure, and a time of renewal and resolution.  Maybe 2021 was 

great or not what you had hoped.  Regardless, the old has gone and new possibilities are waiting.  I love what the 

Apostle Paul says… 

Philippians 3:13-14  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do:  forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus. 

No matter what happened last year, 2022 brings a great sense of new circumstances, new possibilities, new prospects, 

new ventures, new relationships, and new occurrences to see God walk us through deep valleys of difficulty or high 

times of victory.  Whatever 2022 may hold, this New Years’ time is an opportunity to restart, refresh, or reorganize life 

and a time for renewed decisions (goals or resolutions).  These goals can be used of God for purposed change, or 

stretching forward in faith and life, or even to starting over.  

What new goals or resolutions will you make this year - health/fitness/wellness goals, new relationship opportunities, 

professional goals, the learning of a new skill or craft, budget better, be more generous?  What kinds of goals or 

ambitions will you set to grow deeper with God? 

The Bible challenges us to keep growing in faith. 

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be glory both now and 

forever! Amen. 

Our prayer and desire for you this year is that you would thrive as a fully functioning follower of Jesus.  Within the 

pages of this magazine are opportunities, options, and openings for you to step into to help you thrive as a follower of 

Jesus. There are possibilities to connect and reconnect with The Lord as well as connect with other people.  Why not 

take a moment and give it a read and consider how the Lord might direct you. 

God bless you as you enjoy this great month of January and the start of 2022.  This is going to be an incredible year!  

Looking forward to sharing it with you,  

   - Pastor Mike 

Message from Mike 
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New Goals 

Making  Spiritual New Year’s Resolutions 

Every January millions of people begin their year with New Year’s resolutions.  Losing weight, getting organized, 

exercising more, eating healthier, and managing finances better are some of the most common resolutions. 

But what about making spiritual New Year’s resolutions? 

We make commitments and tell our friends and family on January 1st, only to give it all up by January 3rd.  But as 

humans, our struggle for consistency goes way beyond resolutions.  Making commitments we cannot keep runs all 

through society, back to Biblical times.  In the Bible, James spoke of some people who can teach us a valuable lesson 

about great intentions that are not aligned with God’s will. 

 “Listen carefully, those of you who make your plans and say, ‘We are traveling to this city in the next few 

days.  We’ll stay there for one year while our business explodes and revenue is up.’  The reality is you have 

no idea where your life will take you  tomorrow.  You are like mist that appears one moment and then 

vanishes another.  It would be best to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will and we live long enough, we hope to do 

this project or pursue that dream.’  But your current speech indicates an arrogance that does not 

acknowledge the One who controls the universe, and this kind of big talking is the epitome of evil.  So if you 

know the right way to live and ignore it, it is sin - plain and simple.”  (James 4:13-17 The Voice) 

Better Resolutions 

Our plans may or may not be God’s plans.  If we want to be successful with any New Year’s resolution, we must seek 

God’s will.  By His strength we might lose weight, eat better, or become better stewards of our finances  What does 

God want for our lives?  When He convicts, He also equips us to follow through with the plan.  When we know we are 

following God’s plan, then we have more strength to stick to it, allowing Him to work well beyond our normal January 

3rd quitting date. 

 “For this reason, my brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the return of the Lord.  Look!  The 

farmer knows how to wait patiently for the land to produce vegetables and fruits.  He cannot harvest a 

freshly planted seed.  Instead, he waits for the early and the late showers to nourish the soil.  You need this 

same kind of patience, so in the meantime, strengthen your resolve because the Lord will be coming 

soon.”  (James 5:7-8 The Voice) 

The farmer waits patiently for the Lord to bring the growth, but it does not mean he sits on his porch doing nothing.  

The farmer works hard , watering and weeding, repairing equipment, and completing all of the many chores.  When a 

farmer does what a farmer is supposed to do, God is able to do the things that only He can do.  It is so easy being 

patient. 

Would the Lord be honored if our bodies (the temple of the Holy Spirit) were in better shape?  Would He be blessed if 

our financial affairs were in order?  Is it possible that He would use us mightily if we serve in a ministry, or shared our 

faith?  The answer to each of these questions is the same.  Certainly the Lord can be in these things.  However, 
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New Goals 

 committing to lose weight does not mean sitting on the couch with a bag of chips watching the Biggest Loser.  Like the 

farmer, we must do what we need to do so that God can do what only He can do to produce results in our lives. 

But why is it that we only make resolutions about weight, exercise, and money? 

God would be honored if we made spiritual resolutions.  Read the Bible, get involved in ministry at church, share our 

faith with friends, make a step of faith that is so big that only God can make it happen.  Resolve to represent Him no 

matter what the cost. 

“Let’s then go out to Him and resolve to bear the insult and abuse that He endured.” (Hebrews 13:13 The Voice) 

“So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and 

continue to do good.” (I Peter 4:19 NIV) 

Here are a few possible resolutions we might consider before setting out on any path in the new year. 

Spiritual Resolution #1 - Pray About It 

Seek God’s face, and pray David’s prayer every morning for the next year: 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; restore within me a sense of being brand new.  Do not throw me far 

away from Your presence, and do not remove Your Holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 51:10-11 The Voice) 

Spiritual Resolution #2 - Give Your Time and Attitude to the Lord 

Let’s resolve to give our attitudes to the Lord.  Commit to making a difference at home, in the workplace, the 

marketplace, on the roads, and even at church. 

You could make this passage your resolution: 

“But above all these, put on love!  Love is the perfect tie to bind these together.  Let your hearts fall under the 

rule of the Annointed’s peace (the peace you were called to as one body), and be thankful.” (Colossians 3:14-

15 The Voice) 

Spiritual Resolution #3 - Do Not Do It Alone 

Thomas Fuller, well-known preacher from England, understood how to be successful in our resolve.  In the mid 1600’s 

Fuller made this statement: 

“Seek Him and His wonderful plan for your life.  The two of you will make a great team - united in your 

determination to fulfill your destiny.  A strong will, a settled purpose, an invincible determination can 

accomplish almost anything.” 

The two of you make a great team!  What an empowering statement.  So often we think we are forging our 

path alone.  We live as though life is completely up to us.  Yet, if we are “in Christ” we are part of a team. 
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New Goals 

“This expression of God’s restorative justice displays in the present that He is just and righteous and that He 

makes right those who trust and commit themselves to Jesus.” (Romans 3:26 The Voice) 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17 NIV) 

Life is not always easy.  Following through on simple commitments can even be difficult when bombarded by every day 

affairs.  In addition, the attacks of the evil one will challenge us at every turn.  Because of this, we offer this prayer on 

your behalf: 

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32 NIV) 

Your Turn 

What spiritual New Year’s resolutions will you make this year? 

 - FaithGateway (FaithGateway is a online community of top Christian authors) 
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New Goals 

Four Spiritual Touches 

The Center for Bible Engagement surveyed more than 400,000 people and found 

that if you are not reading your Bible at least four times a week or more, then 

you will not make significant changes or choices any differently than someone 

who does not read the Bible. 

The survey also found that if you read your Bible four or more times a week, 

your propensity for pornography goes down 59%, and you will be 30% less likely 

to struggle with loneliness. 

 In addition, reading your Bible at least four times a week means you will be 

228% more likely to share your faith with others and 407% more likely to 

memorize Scripture. 

The apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Ephesus, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 

redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15-16).  The word redeem means to make sacred and wise 

use of every opportunity. 

A lack of faith causes us to worry, and we will not grow if we do not read the Bible.  As Romans 10:17 reminds us, “So 

then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  Instead of worrying, read the Bible and believe what it 

says. 

Obviously, it is very important to read the Bible four times a week.  Just four scriptural touches every week can change 

your life.  But it is even better to read the Bible every day.  So let the Word of God bolster your faith.  Trade your worry 

for worship. 

Jesus said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to 

you.” (Matthew 6:33).  So put God first in your priorities, in your marriage or singleness, in your career, and in your 

finances.  Honor the Lord, and let Him have His way in your life. 

 - Pastor Greg Laurie, Senior Pastor of Harvest Christian Fellowship 
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New Goals 

Go to the Mountain of the Lord 

As I was reading  through my Bible, I was in Micah 4 and I read a wonderful little 

verse that has eluded my attention in the past (it’s amazing how often that 

happens in the Bible).  Anyway, here is what I found: 

  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

       to the house of the God of Jacob, 

  that he may teach us his ways 

       and that we may walk in his paths.” 

    Micah 4:2b 

What I loved about this passage was the progression in it.  The faithful pursue of 

God’s presence, but then we wait.  God does the teaching.  We sit ourselves before God.  We go to church.  We read 

our Bibles.  We pray.  We connect with one another in community.  But we cannot make ourselves grow.  God gives the 

growth.  He teaches us His ways as the Holy Spirit goes to work in these variety of ways.  We create the environment - 

water, sun, soil, etc. . .but God gives the growth. 

But that is not the whole of it.  After God teaches us, we are expected to do something with it.  We live.  Our purpose is 

not just to sit and soak God’s goodness in, but to give it our all.  We till the soil, put ourselves in the sun, and then, as 

God gives the growth. . .we bear fruit. 

So let me encourage you, particularly as we turn the corner to a new year, to set yourself before God, to go to the 

mountain of God, and be taught by Him. . .and then walk in His ways.  Start by opening your Bible and praying, but after 

that, show up for church on Sunday. 

 - Pastor Justin 
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New Goals 

Resolutions 

So, 2021 is no more.  For some, it was another tough year for so many reasons.  For others, it was “just” hard.  And for 

others there were wonderful events to attend, new relationships formed, and seasons of joy.  Maybe you experienced a 

combination of all these things!  Regardless, there was much to be learned. 

When the calendar turned and the clock went from 11:59pm, 2021 midnight, and then on to 12:01am etc. 2022 - what 

was different?  Perhaps a new hope.  Lamentations 3:22-23 says, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 

mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  Every morning we can have a 

restart, at least in some ways. 

This year, too, can have new, fresh, hopeful elements.  That is why people make resolutions.  Some common New Year’s 

resolutions include:  exercise more, lose weight, get organized, learn a new skill or hobby, live life to the fullest 

(whatever that means!), save more money/spend less money, spend more time with family and friends (Yes!  We look 

forward to this one!), travel more (maybe this year!), and read more. 

According to a study published in the Journal of Clinical Psychology, only 46% of people who made New Year’s 

resolutions were successful.  That means over half of the people who set a goal for the new year will fail!  Why?  One 

site says that resolutions often fail because they are not specific enough.  For instance, “eating healthier” is too vague of 

a goal. 

The study also concluded that only 4% of non-resolvers, people who did not make a New Year’s resolution, but had a 

goal they wanted to achieve that year were successful at achieving their goals.  So the lesson - maybe make a resolution 

of some sort? 

One study said that tips for helping to make a resolution become a reality are: 

 Mentally prepare for a change. 

 Set a goal that motivates you. 

 Be specific - which can be achieved by the next step of. . . 

 Break up big goal into smaller goals.. 

 Write down your goals. 

 Share your resolutions with others - accountability! 

 Review your resolution regularly. 

 Lastly, if you fall off track, get back on - quick.  Setbacks can happen, but avoid a defeatist attitude,  Once a 

mistake is made, own it and move on.  Get back on the horse, or bike. 

What are some of your resolutions?  Can I offer up one?  Proclaim Christ more to specific people in your life.  How you 

do that, with words and by actions, are things to think on and pray about! 

 - Susan Peterson 
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Prayer 

 

 

And He said to man, "Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.”  
Job 28:28 

Teaching  

"Lord teach us to pray. . ." (Luke 11:1-13, Matt 6:5-13)  

Jesus answered, "Pray then like this '. . .And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil (or the evil one).'" 

Matthew 6:13 

Jesus' High Priestly prayer: "I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one." 

John 17:15 

"Let love be genuine.  Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good." Romans 12:9 

Praise 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  who gave Himself for our sins to deliver us 

from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  to whom be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.” 

Galatians 1:3-5 

“For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with You.” Psalm 5:4 

“Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord!  For He has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers.” Jeremiah 

20:13 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 

hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

Confession 

And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following 

the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.”  1 Samuel 12:20-21 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2028%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%205%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2020%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2020%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A11&version=ESV


13 

 

Prayer 

“Turn away from evil and do good; so shall you dwell forever.” Psalm 37:27   

“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil. . .” 

Isaiah 1:16   

“Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. . .” Psalm 51:4 

“. . .let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water.” Hebrews 10:22 

Thanksgiving 

“But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.” 2 Thessalonians 3:3   

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.” 2 Timothy 4:18 

Intercession 

Prayers for the Church (Body of Believers): "Finally, brothers and sisters pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 

speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you,  and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. 

For not all have faith.  But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one." 2 Thessalonians 

3:1-3 

Prayers for Individuals: “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." Matthew 6:13 

". . .deliver me from those who work evil, and save me from bloodthirsty men.”  Psalm 59:2 

Prayer against evil:  

"Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, and may You establish the righteous. . .” Psalm 7:9 

"Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked; do not further their evil plot, or they will be exalted! Selah" Psalm 140:8 

Our Confidence 

1 John 5:14-15 “And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He 

hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked 

of Him.” 

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

Let us pray for you, too! Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%201%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2010%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%204%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2059%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%207%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20140%3A8&version=ESV
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Worship Arts 

Bloom Where You Are Planted 

We, the staff, want to recognize some of the people and some of the 

ministries around our church.  Some of you may be new at Neighborhood 

Church and don’t know all the different ways that people serve and what 

makes this church go around.  So get involved! 

I got the honor and privilege of interviewing Yvonne Paige of our Worship 

Team.  I am sure you have heard her beautiful voice singing and praising God 

on Sunday mornings.  So, now I’ve asked her a couple of questions. 

When did you first get involved in serving at this church? 

My family and I started coming to Neighborhood Church in December 2019.  The reason I remember is because 

that Sunday the preschool came up to sing.  My kid just happened to show up in a red dress so they threw her in, 

and she went along with it.  It was probably a few months after that I started helping out with worship.  I am a firm 

believer that as soon as you figure out where you are going to be, get involved, whether it’s through a small group 

or if it is a strong area—like you are really good at being a greeter—do it!  And I like to sing, so that’s the direction I 

went. 

Why is it important to serve?  What is your conviction? 

From very early on, I had a pastor tell me, “Bloom where you are planted.”  And I completely and wholeheartedly 

believe in that.  I don’t want to be a couch potato.  I want to be that one who says, “Oh, you guys need this?” and 

jump in there and try to help with something.  There is so much more that we can give.  We can receive all day but 

I don’t want to be that Christian that just shows up and says, “What’s in it for me?”  and be on my way.  I want to 

be able to give back and pour out into the lives of others.   

So, how have you “bloomed” then through serving at Neighborhood Church?  Where have you seen yourself grow? 

I started singing at the age of seven, and I started leading worship at the age of 14 in this little Spanish church.  I 

don’t think I really appreciated the impact that worship can have on the Body of Christ.  As I got older the Holy 

Spirit, in His own loving way, started to bring a little conviction in me because I didn’t want to be up here just to 

make noise.  As much as I like to sing, I don’t want to just sing a song.  I want what comes out of my mouth to be 

what’s in my heart.  So, I spent some time in His Word and some time in prayer, and as I have gotten older, I have 

had to increase that especially with everything going on in the world.  I need to keep my focus on what this is.  This 

is not for me, it’s for Him, and that the Holy Spirit wants to speak to you, where you are, whatever it is that God is 

doing in your life.  I want to be a vessel of honor.  I want from the abundance in my heart for the Holy Spirit to 

speak and be able to do what He needs to do.   

Thank you, Yvonne for sharing so vulnerably, and when we hear Yvonne sing, we feel that.  We might not be able to  

voice that out intrinsically the way that she shared, but I think we feel that—that’s how we respond in worship. 

 - Pastor Victor interview with Yvonne Paige 
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Serving Our Church 

Mark: Following Jesus Together 

If the last couple years have taught us anything, it has taught us how important it is to be connected.  At the same 

time, with all that can divide us or quarantine us, it is also more difficult than ever to connect.  Whether we find the 

“other” too unclean or we have just lost the skills for building strong relationships, the task is daunting.  

Another thing many of us have learned is that we need Jesus to help us endure the madness that is this world.  He has 

sustained us. . .or maybe we are examining the faith to see if Jesus can help us navigate this crazy life.  

These are both big issues worthy of consuming our time and attention, but we only have 24 hours in a day.  How can 

we find emotional and spiritual health when we are being pulled in so many different directions?  

What if these two challenges are meant to be tackled together?  When we spend time with Jesus, it shapes how we 

treat others.  Or, from the other direction, the experience is all the richer when we follow Jesus together.  

As we move out of the Christmas season, this is a worthy journey.  Join us as we follow Jesus together through some 

highlights of Mark’s Gospel in this new year.  



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 



19 

 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 

Serving Our Church 

A Heart of Gratitude 

Pastor Jon Wyatt came and spoke at a Biola chapel right 

before Thanksgiving, and did an incredible job of telling the 

students about the importance of having a heart of 

gratitude.  It was moving to hear him share stories about his 

family, his own walk with the Lord, and connect all that he 

shared back to the importance of giving thanks to those 

around us. 

For me, as a college student, it can be easy to get caught up 

in the busyness of school and work, and forget to be 

intentional in having a heart of gratitude. 

Jon shared out of Luke chapter 17, and it was moving to be 

reminded of how the Samaritan man came running back to 

the feet of Jesus with a heart of gratitude, knowing the 

healing that Jesus had just done for him.  This was a perfect message to hear as we went into Thanksgiving later that 

week because it showed the response that we, too, should have toward Jesus and one another.  There were ten men 

who got healed, but only one turned around and came back to Jesus.  Jon reminded us that the one who came back 

and fell at the feet of Jesus is who we, too, should be striving to be like.  I hope that’s the kind of Christian that I am.  I 

hope that I never stop running back to the feet of Jesus and saying “thank you” for all He has done for me.   

I also hope that it is always my attitude toward those around me as well.  Saying “thank you” has the power to change 

someone’s day around and let them know that they matter, are valued, and that they do not go unnoticed. 

Jesus and Pastor Jon are awesome!  May we always have a heart of gratitude. 

 - Jacob Messersmith 
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Congratulations, Pastor Victor! 

I had a special opportunity to introduce one 

of our staff who has hit that 5-year mark.  

Five years ago on December 1 , 2016 Victor 

came on staff as a single man, although 

already engaged.  Shortly after that, he and 

Anna got married, and then a few years later 

Mia showed up.   

We are so glad that God led Victor and Anna 

here.  Both Victor and Anna have just added 

so much to our church.  I know everyone has 

experienced Victor’s leadership.  To me, when Victor leads in worship, I am ushered into the presence of God.  But 

Victor is not just a worship leader, there is so much he does behind the scenes.  Victor has some very unique and 

amazing gifts and abilities.  He is a powerful equipper.  You have seen all the different teams on stage because God has 

used Victor to do that.  He has set up a lot of systems and communications that we didn’t have before.  The whole 

reason we were able to go on line through the pandemic is because even before then, God had moved Victor to set up 

streaming when no one else saw the need.   Who would watch us on line?  And then the pandemic hit. 

Anna has added a tremendous amount to our church as well.  Many of you know that Anna has a doctorate in 

psychology and really has a burden and heart for mental health.  I have consulted with her on different things and she 

has also added some things to our staff and others around us.  She has been a great blessing.   

I presented a plaque to Victor with the title, “When you enter His Presence with praise, He enters your circumstances 

with Power” followed by Philippians 4:6, along with a monetary gift. 

Again, we are so thankful that God led Victor and Anna to us.  We appreciate them and love them. 

 - Pastor Mike 
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2021-22 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Nick Stonoha, Jeff Harabedian, Jim Passmore, 
Pastor Mike McKay 

Back Row (left to right): John Paris, Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, 
Wayne Alves (Chair) and Paul Lacombe                                                 
Not Pictured: Lance Peterson 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 

 So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart,  

and guided them with his skillful hands.   

Psalms 78:72 
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Serving Our Church 

2020-21 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Martinez, Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams, Tony Birge (chair), Dave Crotteau, 

Mike Ladewig, and Pastor Terry Lambert     Not pictured:  John Montanye 

  

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

Leadership is hard.  Don’t attempt it alone. 

I Peter 5:7 
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Serving Our Church 

Interested in learning more about our church?  More about God?  More about getting involved, connected, plugged in, 

and belonging? 

Join our upcoming “Welcome to the Family” course where you can get a great overview of our church vision, values, 

history, heart, people, and practices.  If you would like, you can also apply to become a new member of our church 

after the class is over! 

Our next course (three consecutive Sunday sessions) is coming up on February 13, 20, and 27.  Please register at 

neighborhoodchurch.com/w or by contacting Terry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Join us as we thrive in Christ together! 
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Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and 

we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a part 

of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

 

 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, help people to their seats, 

answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our 

team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or EMS.  Times and hours 

are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Church 

 

Church Library Online Catalog 

http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

New Year’s GReadings! 

 

IT’S BOOK ROUND-UP TIME! 

Please round up your church library books and DVDs  

and return them for others to enjoy!   
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Thank you for shopping on-line with Amazon and sharing with Neighborhood Church! 

When you log on at: smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the charity you 

would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to our church.  It’s 

easy and it’s FREE!   

From January 1-September 30, 2021 your orders have already generated a donation of 

$610.92! 

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty 

water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 

Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

2021 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office at 

Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We have Neighborhood Church envelopes for those who are interested.  They are available in the church lobby at the 

Welcome Desk or you may contact Shannon at (714) 952-3001 to arrange a time to pick them up. 

As a reminder, if you would like to have giving credit on your 2021 statement, all money needs to be in the church 

office by December 31, 2021.  There is a mail slot on the east door for any after hours drop offs. 

Thank you all for your loving hearts and generous ways.  Neighborhood Church is blessed by each of you. 
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Serving Our Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And the greatest of these is love.”  I Corinthians 13:13 

I could not imagine a better image of LOVE than watching the congregation of Neighborhood Church fill care packs for 

a group of folks they do not even know.  But that is exactly what happened on Sundays, December 12th and 19th.  

Their excitement was contagious as more and more people began to fill baggies for homeless people in and around our 

community. . .that is until I started shopping for items that were needed to fulfill our goal of 1,000 bags.  What I 

thought was going to be a very daunting act of service for me resulted in an extremely fun and heartwarming 

experience.   

I shopped at six different Walmart stores and met with very helpful people.  There 

were two experiences that I will not forget.  The first was when another shopper saw 

my cart overflowing with socks and beanies.  She inquired about my cart and as I 

explained, she grabbed my arm and said, “let’s pray”. . .right there in the produce 

aisle.  We spoke for about 15 minutes and as our conversation came to an end, we 

hugged and she wrote a check and said what a wonderful thing we were doing. 

The second experience was when I was at a different store.  I was grabbing all the beanies I saw and counting them as I 

put them in the cart.  An employee came over and inquired why I was doing that and said, “Wait!”  She then went to 

get two more employees and two boxes of hats from the stock room.  They told me I didn’t have to do anything, 

except pay for them.  We went over to a self-checkout and they did it all.  I would like to thank Baljit, Bina, and Maria 

as well as Mr. Ruvoletto for the love and kindness they have shown me. 

I would also like to thank all of you who donated to this very worthy cause with your items, cash donations, and/or 

time.  I know how busy everyone is, but we could not have done it without you!  You have truly shown what a blessing 

you are to others by sharing your LOVE.  “If you want to feel good, do something for someone else!”  No truer words 

were ever spoken. 

 - Maria Falcone 
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Serving in Missions 

Thank you to those who donated funds to Project Joy this year.  We 

are not yet able to visit our ministry partners in Mexico, but we still 

want to serve them.  We raised $4,124 to bless the people of Tijuana, 

Mexico!    

Pastor Martin, our partner in Tijuana, will use the monies donated to 

purchase food in Tijuana and distribute to the local families.  As you can 

imagine, with so many people being unable to work or working reduced 

hours, there is a need for assistance.  He also planned a Christmas party 

for December 19th. 

Please continue to pray for the families in Mexico and those who are 

serving.  Please also say special prayers for Pastor Martin as he is dealing 

with cancer. 

Blessings, 

Lance Peterson 

Global Outreach Team Leader 
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Serving in Missions 

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the Law of Christ. 

Galatians 6:2 

 

2021 has found His Refuge in an office with an intern!  Humbled by the generous 

giving to this ministry that makes this possible.  Thank You! 

 

 

Celebrating What He Has Done and Praying for 2022 

Seeking Refuge - We celebrated our one year anniversary for 

displaced people with an evening of food, prayer and worship!  

Join us on January 31 and start the New Year with prayer! 

Being Refuge - We taught ESL, delivered food and visited with 

immigrants and refugees in our area throughout 2021.  Our goal 

for 2022 is to develop two sponsorship teams to Santa Ana to 

walk alongside two Afghan families and much more.  Join us? 

Advocating Refuge - God has been faithful to lead us to some 

incredible training resources.  Whether it is how to be a friend, 

trauma, or how God views the foreigner, we want to help you 

and your community love your neighbor well. 

Experiencing Refuge - This has been a closed door since 2020.  

BUT we see this as a vital part of growing our hearts for the 

sojourner.  Are you or your church interested in a summer team?  

We have some ideas and want to talk to you about moving 

forward. 

 - Tom and Gayle Shook 

 

The faithful love of the Lord never ends! 

His mercies never cease. 

Great is His faithfulness; 

His mercies begin afresh each morning 
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Serving in Missions 

Because of your continued generous support… 

CELEBRATE with us the renovation progress of Foundation CENTA 

We have continued to see the Lord’s faithfulness in and through every project and we 

could not be more excited to share this news as it means that the property of CENTA is 

ONE STEP CLOSER to better equipping indigenous people. 

CENTA serves to bring culturally relevant instruction and this amazing property acts as 

a tool to accomplish this vision in the Amazon Basin of Ecuador. 

Through this life-on-life approach, we continue to see others come to know Jesus, 

love Jesus, and share Jesus!  Will you celebrate with us? 

A Short Update 

1. The electrical project at Foundation CENTA has been nearly completed!  What began as a 

two month project to wire and rewire the property turned into almost nine months, but 

we are so excited because we are drawing to a completion. The work included the 

installation of a new transformer, new wiring throughout much of the property; to the 

mechanics shop, the CENTA offices, and apartments, with electrical updates throughout 

many of the structures.   

2. Our guesthouse that can accommodate up to 28 people, La Casa de CENTA, continues to 

welcome guests.  The funds collected go toward the operating costs and maintenance, 

providing a comfortable atmosphere for short-term teams, families, and guests from 

many places.  Additionally, it provides a place for transitional life skills training, offering a 

familiar place to learn modern housekeeping, areas of  hospitality, cooking/baking, and 

more for tribal people seeking practical skills that might lend toward future employment 

in local establishments. 

3. Morning bible devotions continue each day at CENTA, as God brings a variety of people 

in any given day to gather in the newly roofed hut to read God’s Word, pray, and gather.  We continue to be 

amazed at who joins in; with Waodani friends from remote villages visiting Shell, to other indigenous who come 

for encouragement and fellowship, to the invited guest of another who ended  up participating in one to several 

hour gatherings.  Relationship is everything here and we continue to be amazed at the plans God has for this 

special property and each day holds a new surprise. 

4. COMING UP. . .We need your help to replace the leaky roof on La Casa de CENTA guesthouse!  We are hoping to 

replace the entire roof as soon as the funds are available as to prevent any further damage. 

 - Chet and Katie Williams 
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Cuba Update 

Thank you for praying for us while we teach.  The students are   

eager to learn.  We are having a great time in Cuba. 

 - Bruce Camp 

 

May you be filled with thanks to God for His blessing no matter in what circum-

stance you find yourself, and be able to focus your attention on the joy we have in 

the birth of God’s Son, Jesus.  Christians in the early church went through some of 

the same difficulties we are presently going through.  May we trust in God’s hand 

and plan for the world during this time and “cast all of our anxiety on Him         

because He cares for us.” 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis 

Please pray for Kim’s health!  We would like to ask you for your prayers for Kim at 

this time.  During our trip to NorCal in August, she experienced dizziness and 

disorientation and recognition/memory problems while playing with our grandsons 

on the trampoline.  These symptoms have persisted.  We sought out our family 

doctor and he could not find anything conclusive.  He then referred us to a 

neurologist and arranged for a set of MRIs.  These showed several abnormal white 

spots in her brain situated in a place which would explain why she was having these 

symptoms. 

A second set of MRIs (the end of September) showed that the white spots had 

shrunk both in size and number.  That was very good news!  A third set of MRIs were 

taken in late October and we had to wait more than a week to hear the results  We 

chose to think in terms of God being sovereign and trust that “no news is good news” until we heard differently.  The 

doctor told us the good news is that a tumor was ruled out and we should be relieved by that.  Also, the original 

concerns of infection/inflammation or parasite of some kind of lymphoma have also been ruled out.  The doctor also 

believes it now to be of vascular origin and has ordered a fourth set of MRIs scheduled for November.  The vascular 

doctor helped us learn that the spots on her brain are presenting themselves now is due to a small stroke following 

blood flow interruption.  More tests have been ordered and we will see the doctor again on December 28.  Kim has 

been doing better and walking regularly.  Thank you for your continued prayer.  

 - Robert and Kim Clark 
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Teaching Our Children 

Welcome into the New Year! 

We tend to make resolutions or set goals at the start of the year.  Some follow through, and some give up by the end of 

the month.  Whichever category you fall in, be kind to yourself and remember that God does not give up on you.       

Philippians 1:6 says, “being confident of this that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus.”   

May you lean into Jesus this new year. 

 - Pastor Lorena 

On the following page is an article from Love and Logic (loveandlogic.com) that you may find helpful. 



39 

 

Teaching Our Children 

Are You Lecturing or Listening? 
November 26, 2021 

Our brains are amazing organs that give us the ability to do marvelous things, including the ability to speak and 

communicate effectively with each other.  Most parents have a part of the brain devoted exclusively to lecturing kids 

about doing the right thing, eating the right way, doing their homework, and making sure their chores are done.  For 

most adults, this part of the brain remains dormant - until we become parents or teachers.  As a parent or teacher, 

have you ever been amazed at how easily and automatically a good lecture rolls off the tongue? 

One of the fundamental principles of physics is that every action has a reaction.  This principle can also be applied to 

our lecturing.  When lecturing starts, kids immediately react by shrinking their learning and listening abilities.  Indelibly 

etched into my memory is the little first-grader I lectured about his chronic hall-running.  “You could slip and get brain 

damage,” was the theme of my speech. 

We can learn much from our mistakes as well as from those made by others.  Over the past thirty years, we’ve noticed 

that successful parents and educators understand the following concept: 

 The more words we use when kids are misbehaving or acting irresponsibly, the less effective we become. 

Instead of lecturing, successful parents and educators have learned to ask open-ended questions instead.  Kids test us 

to see if we will love and accept them regardless of what they may do.  When we ask open-ended questions, three 

important ad powerful things happen. 

First, open-ended questions show others that we can and want to understand their viewpoint.  Second, these 

questions encourage people to do plenty of thinking.  Open-ended questions create a lack of closure deep within the 

psyche.  Humans yearn for closure and they sort of go nuts when they don’t have it.  Even when our kids don’t answer 

our questions verbally, their subconscious minds can’t resist the urge to give them plenty of thought.  Finally, it gives 

us the opportunity to listen, to demonstrate that we understand, and to express empathy.  Some examples include: 

 What do you think about how you’re doing in school right now? 

 What are your ideas on whether bikes, like your new one, ever get stolen? 

 What are your thoughts on kids experimenting with drugs? 

 How do you think some kids put themselves in danger while chatting on the internet? 

Listening to our youngsters’ opinions - even when they’re silly, strange, or downright scary - dramatically increases the 

odds that they’ll listen when it’s our turn to speak.  Think about it - do children have control over whether they listen 

to us, even when we don’t give them this control?  You bet!  Do stubborn kids know this?  Yep!  Whenever we pretend 

to have control over things we clearly do not, it erodes their respect for us and creates a battle they cannot resist. 

Some of the best opportunities for listening instead of lecturing occur when kids do the unexpected.  For tips on how 

to handle these situations, listen to our audio, Oh Great!  What Do I Do Now? 

Thanks for reading!   

Dr Charles Fay 



40 

 

Discipling our Students 



41 

 

Discipling our Students 



42 
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Sharing Our Lives 

 

 

Life Groups 
         . . .doing life together! 

Life Groups are the heartbeat of Neighborhood Church for both the Cypress and Los Alamitos 

campuses.  Life Groups (LG’s) provide a safe, welcoming place to be known and belong.  

Laughter, and sometimes tears, surround great Bible discussions and opportunities to apply 

God’s Word to daily living.  The power and comfort of prayer and the faithful care for one 

another creates bonds of lasting friendships. 

There is always room for new members.  Check for open groups on the Neighborhood Church 

website to find one that meets at a good time for you, or feel free to contact Patsy Lambert at 

palambert15@gmail.com or (562) 547-6473. 

Wayne and Debbie Alves welcome their Life 
Group into their home on Wednesday evenings. 
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Bob and Ellen Kabelitz Lee Jones 

Haylie Barkley and Cristal Lacombe 

Brent and Christine Theodore Paul and Janis Lacombe 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Tony and Valerie Birge David and Aida Honey 

Justin and Jill Bright, and Peter Kovacik 

Wayne and Debbie Alves Doug and Pat Ferguson 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Hap Kellogg Sam and Mercy Lanka 
 

Jim and Helen Passmore, and Steve and Carol Ellis 

Ron and Marilyn Jackson Jon and Debbie Wyatt 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Rich Fieger and Dot Slagle 

John and Bev Paris, and Bob and Beth Vroon 

Justin and Suzanne McElderry 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, January 4. 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth  

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Janis Lacombe, 

Jo Anne Sims, Helen Passmore, and Becky Howard.  We look forward to continuing to serve the 

women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

Ladies Bible Study - We will be meeting weekly on Thursday mornings, beginning January 6 from 9:30am-11:30am.  

We are studying the book of Ephesians. 

This group is open to all women who are new to Bible study as well as those who have made studying the Bible a 

regular part of their daily lives. 

Leaders: Lisa Rimland (714) 519-1879 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:30am 

Where: Room 2 
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Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  Please join us on January 22 at noon!  If you would like information about our fun-filled events, 

please contact: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - Want a fresh start for 2022, ladies?  We welcome you to join our class for a special morning of insight 

and prayer on January 2. 

We will be starting a new study on January 9.  “The Names of God” by Tony Evans will guide us to a greater 

understanding of the character and attributes of God. 

A new year is a perfect time to add to your spiritual knowledge and for fellowship time.  Give Quiet Spirits a try as 2022 

begins!  Women of all ages are welcome! 

Leaders:   Jo Anne Sims at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 4 
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Women’s Ministries 

Helping Human Trafficking Victims 

At the November women’s event, Holiday Happenings. . .A Step Deeper, TJ 

Peterson, a human victim trafficking advocate who works for Waymakers, 

spoke and educated us on what human trafficking is and isn’t; how, why, and 

where it occurs in Orange County and beyond; and what we can do to make a 

difference. 

Bloom Ministry introduced an opportunity to make a direct impact on local 

human trafficking victims through a fundraiser called Shine the Light: to shine 

the light on human trafficking.  Wow!  Your response, not just at the event, 

but since then as well has been incredible.  Over $3,500 has been raised thus far! 

I want to share where the funds have gone so you know that it has been used wisely and immediately.  Some of the 

money went for furnishing the office of human trafficking at the Anaheim Police Station.  The barren room is now a 

welcoming place for victims to land when they are first picked up.  It has been painted; has a couch, table, and other 

furniture; plus a small refrigerator stocked with water and other beverages, and some snacks.  There are also some 

puzzles, coloring books, and other things to engage victims as they wait here.  All of this promotes a safe place, as well 

as space for them to rest.  THANK YOU!  

Some of the monies have gone towards purchasing gift cards.  These are vital because a first step when a victim is 

picked up is to get them food.  They usually have not eaten for a while, and the cards allow them to have a choice of 

where to eat.  Their choices as a trafficked person have been limited, or nonexistent.  Monies have gone towards 

purchasing backpacks filled with essential items, also given when someone is first picked up.  The backpacks can 

contain a blanket, sweat pants, a sweatshirt, toothbrush, toothpaste, a comb, soap, and more.  Monies have also gone 

toward bus fare, clothes, scholarships, and helping out in so many other ways.  THANK YOU! 

What we have begun, ladies, we will continue on and invite others to participate as well! 

I am now a volunteer for Waymakers, helping to deliver groceries, working festivals that raise money for victims, and 

hands-on participation in various other ways.  If you would like to make a financial or physical donation of items, please 

contact me at Susan@funplaces.com or leave your contribution at the church office with my name on it.  Also, if you 

are interested in viewing TJ’s talk from the November event, please contact me at the above email address and I will 

send you a link. 

Again and again. . .THANK YOU for making such a tremendous difference in so many lives. 

 - Susan Peterson 



51 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

 

Calling all ladies who would love to enjoy a free evening of fun and laughter! 

JOIN US ! 

We will be playing this lively game - no experience needed! 

 

Friday Night 

 January 28 from 7-9 pm 

  at the Cypress Campus Gym 

 

Bunco!! 

Here’s to a Healthy and Fit New Year! 

Ladies!  If you are interested in learning a little more about how to get 

healthy and fit in this new year, and would like lots of encouragement along 

the way, join us for a kick off gathering: 

Friday, January 28 

6:15 pm - Cypress Campus 

We will talk a little about nutrition, as well as some exercise and strength-

training tips and ideas. 

Whatever your goals are, or if you need help setting them and working to-

wards them, come for this 45 minute information and Q&A time - then stay 

for BUNCO! 

For more information, contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com 
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Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  We have begun the 2021-2022 study of The Unexpected King - 

Matthew’s Account of Jesus.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

     pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

We will begin meeting on January 3 for Lesson 13.  See you there! 
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Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 

Sharing Our Lives 

Santa Ride - Arizona 

Santa Ride - SoCal 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 
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  Come Join Us for 

The Full Celebrate Recovery Program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In September, we went back to having the full two-hour meeting in person on Thursday evenings.  Starting at 7pm, 
we have a “large group,” which includes worship, biblical lessons on recovery, testimonies, and more.  Then at 8pm 
we have “open share groups” where each person is given the opportunity to share and to be prayed for.   
 
Because the pandemic is still with us, we realize that some people are not ready to meet in person.  Thus, we are still 
offering a Zoom option for the second hour of the meeting (the open share groups).  Just let us know by 5pm on 
Thursday if you want an invitation to the Zoom. 
 
All of us have hurts, habits, or hang-ups.  When are you going to start working on yours? 
 
For more information or questions, please contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or at (717)-951-9066 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick (714) 826-9562 or Sam (562) 330-8736 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

mailto:bob.vroon@verizon.net
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 
Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

We are beginning GriefShare on Thursday, January 27.  

We will be discussing the topic:  Is this Normal? 

 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

MEMORY VERSE 

Fear not for I bring you good news of great joy for 

the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10 and 11 

In old times cities had buildings, cathedrals, or churches that had bells at the top.  When they had good news that they 

wanted to share with the community, they would ring the bells and bring the people out.  Or maybe at a festival or 

holiday they would ring the bells so everyone would wake up and know it’s Christmas or it’s Easter or some other really 

important event.   

 - Suzanne McElderry 

So the congregation sang the month’s verse to bells to remind them that this is good news that the angels shared. 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

It was another week-long Thanksgiving vacation for kids in Cypress and Los Alamitos, which means it was a great time 

for Arts Camp.  November 22-23 had six hours of fun and art each day, specifically painting, singing, and learning 

percussion.  Almost 30 children came to the energetic camp.   

Shawn Thomas taught painting concepts and each child left with two holiday masterpieces.  Suzanne McElderry taught 

the children Christmas songs that led worship the following Sunday at the Los Alamitos campus, and for the all-campus 

tree lighting at the Cypress campus. 

Special thanks for Suzanne McElderry and her amazing team! 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

 

 

The Winter Wonderland event in Los Alamitos has become a mainstay within the community.  This year marks the fifth 

year the occasion has taken place and Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos has been there every step of the way.   

Our team of faithful servants comes together each year to offer kids and some Christmas-spirited adults an opportunity 

to create a Christmas craft.  For the past three years that craft has been a simple jingle bell lanyard with accent beads. 

It may not seem like much, however, our booth continues to grow in popularity each year.  In fact, this year we had 

almost 400 people create lanyards.  What fun we had!  

Moreover, we had the opportunity to speak with so many parents and grandparents, while they waited for their 

children, about Neighborhood Church and our vision: to help people thrive as fully functioning followers of Christ. 

Certainly, the Holy Spirit was moving through our conversations and interactions. Our hope and prayer each year is to 

bring Jesus to our community. 

 - Nick Stonoha 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Intern 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-30010 x213 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patsy Lambert 
Life Groups 
(714) 952-23001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 

Jacob Messersmith 
Youth Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 
 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Next Steppers Event 

GriefShare Begins 

Bloom Presents:  BUNCO! 

Welcome to the Family Classes 

Missions Sunday 

Main Office:  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 


