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The star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 Matthew 2:9b-11 
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Welcome to the Incredible Month of December! 

Incredible because the wait is over and we now take this whole month to 

focus on the wonder and amazement of God giving us belonging and 

connection through His Son, Jesus.  That belonging and connection is through Jesus coming to save us from our sin. 

John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through Him. 

Christmastime is all about Jesus being with us. 

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

See, we are not abandoned or left to go about life alone.  We have an amazing Lord who is the “Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6-7 talks about.  He is not a distant deity, God is with us!  As 

we embrace Jesus in faith, we become part of God’s forever family. 

John 1:12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God 

1 Peter 2:9-10  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Once 

you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

Christmas  can be a time to experience the hope and blessing of our waiting on the Lord. 

Isaiah 40:31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Each Sunday of December we will be enjoying some inspiring music, festive experiences, and an encouraging message 

from the Bible.  We will also be having our 6th annual Christmas Tree lighting and some wonderful candlelight 

Christmas Eve services, all to experience that amazing connection and belonging we have in our wonderful God.  We 

do hope you will be able to make some room in your busy schedules and join us either in-person or online. 

Listed in the pages to follow are all the details and further information about all that is happening this December. 

Please look and see how you can be part of celebrating Christmas with us. Also, within these pages are great options 

to connect with God and others through Life Groups (aka small groups), Bible Studies, Support Groups, and more. We 

do hope you will take in some of these opportunities to grow in faith and connect with others.  

Experiencing the hope in waiting on the Lord this December, along with you, 

 

Message from Mike 
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Christmas Traditions 

The Man and the Birds 

Author Unknown 
As told by Paul Harvey 

The late Paul Harvey was a Chicago-based radio broadcaster.  He retold this story for decades on his Christmas radio broadcast.  

According to Harvey, “the story was originally published by United Press International by Louis Cassels, a longtime friend of mine 

and colleague.  He and I tried for many years to track the author of these words.  We never could and it occurs to me that maybe 

some things are supposed to be written without credit to any particular individual. . .” 

 

The man I’m going to tell you about was not a scrooge, he was a kind, decent, mostly good man.  Generous to his 

family and upright in his dealings with other men.  But he just didn’t believe in all of that incarnation stuff that the 

churches proclaim at Christmas time.  It just didn’t make sense and he was too honest to pretend otherwise.  He just 

couldn’t swallow the Jesus story, about God coming to Earth as a man. 

He told his wife “I’m truly sorry to distress you, but I’m not going with you to church this Christmas Eve.” He said he 

would feel like a hypocrite and that he would much rather just stay at home, but that he would wait up for them.  So 

he stayed and they went to the midnight service. 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall.  He went to the window to watch the flurries getting 

heavier and heavier and then he went back to his fireside chair and began to read his newspaper. 

Minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound.  Then another. . .and then another.  At first he thought someone 

must be throwing snowballs against the living room window.  But when he went to the front door to investigate, he 

found a flock of birds huddled outside miserably in the snow.  They had been caught in the storm and in a desperate 

search for shelter, they had tried to fly through his large landscape window.  That is what had been making the sound. 

Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures just lie there and freeze, so he remembered the barn where his children 

stabled  their pony.  That would provide a warm shelter.  All  he would have to do is to direct the birds into the shelter. 

Quickly, he put on a coat and galoshes and he tramped through the deepening snow to the barn.  He opened the doors 

wide and turned on a light so the birds would know the way in.  But the birds did not come in. 

So, he figured that food would entice them.  He hurried back to the house and fetched some bread crumbs.  He 

sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail of bread crumbs to the yellow-lighted wide open doorway of the stable.  

But to his dismay, the birds ignored the bread crumbs. 

The birds continued to flap around helplessly in the snow.  He tried catching them but could not.  He tried shooing 

them into the barn by walking around and waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every direction. . .every direction 

except into the warm lighted barn. 
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And that’s when he realized they were afraid of him.  To them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature.  If 

only I could think of some way to let them know that they can trust me.  That I am not trying to hurt them, but to help 

them.  But how?  Any move he made tended to frighten them and confuse them.  They just would not follow.  They 

would not follow.  They would not be led or shooed because they feared him. 

He thought to himself, if only I could be a bird and mingle with them and speak their language.  Then I could tell them 

not to be afraid.  Then I could show them the way to the safe, warm. . .to the safe, warm barn.  But I would have to be 

one of them so they could see. . .and hear. . .and understand. 

At that moment the church bells began to ring.  The sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. 

He stood there listening to the bells, Adeste Fidelis, listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. 

And he sank to his knees in the snow. 

 

Merry Christmas 

 

Thank you, Jeff and Denise Harabedian (Cypress campus) for sharing this story with us! 
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Christmas Traditions 

350 Degrees Tradition 

What is your favorite holiday tradition?  Golly Wolly doodle all the day, there are so 

many! 

My mind drifted back through the years like in an old movie flashback to when I was 

a little girl and we made paper chains using push pins to hang them from the 

acoustic tiles in the ceiling of our house.  We lit candles, spun the dreidel, grandma 

baked and my dad played Santa at the neighborhood park (an odd sideline for a 

Jewish father in those days)  I remember hearing Bing Crosby on the radio singing 

“Little Drummer Boy.”  I didn’t know who the baby was, but it was my mom’s 

favorite song (an odd favorite song for a Jewish mother). 

Do you have a favorite Christmas carol or song?  Is Christmas caroling your favorite 

tradition?  I think of all the Christmas pageants and caroling forays through neighborhoods I have participated in just 

like the faithful postman, through wind and hail, through rain and yes and even snow!  I was one of those insane 

professional Dickens carolers in full costume singing in the pouring rain surrounded by snow in Spillikin’s Corner at Six 

Flags Magic Mountain in the 1970’s.  That’s a full story for another day.  Memorable, but not my favorite tradition. 

How about decorating the tree for Christmas?  Is that your favorite tradition?  Do you put a pickle on it, or billions of 

lights, or maybe homemade decorations from your relatives?  When I was a kid, we were not allowed to have a tree, 

not even a Hanukkah bush, so I would cruise the neighborhood ringing doorbells asking if anyone needed help.  Our 

next door neighbor from Hungary had these wonderful ornaments made of chocolate that were wrapped in colored 

tin foil and looked like dolls.  I was enchanted, and you  know I went back there year after year asking to help. 

Years later, I babysat for a friend who was a single mom.  She had no money for gifts or a tree so I brought over a tree 

and popcorn and cranberries.  The kids and I strung and strung and had a great evening.  I love that memory and 

cherish many other tree decorating times from years past, but not my favorite tradition either. 

The other day I asked my daughter, Jacqueline, what her favorite holiday tradition was, and hands down it was 

baking.  The twinkle in her eyes hooked me as I thought back to last Christmas when I was teaching my little 

granddaughter, Ryleigh (now two years old), how to cut out her first cookie.  The memories of me learning to bake 

with my grandma came rushing back to me like a flood of love.  I wrote down grandma’s recipes in a little book when I 

was 15 years old so I would remember how to make them, and she told me not to be stingy on the nuts!  Yes, baking 

crispy, sweet, with or without chocolate, warm fresh from the oven or even the freezer when no one is looking.  

Sharing the labor of love from the beginning, in deciding which recipe to use, how many to bake, measuring, making a 

big mess, and deciding whether to hoard most of them or share them with all the world. 

The 350 Degrees Tradition, baking with my daughter and now my granddaughter, is my favorite tradition. 

 - Lisa Rimland, Los Alamitos Campus 
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Aunt Jacque’s Waffles 

Christmas is my most favorite time of the year.  As soon as September comes around I can hardly wait to decorate the 

house and put up the tree. But I have to be good and wait for Thanksgiving weekend before I can dive into that shed 

for the boxes of decorations.  At least I can get an earlier start for listening to Christmas music.  “There’s no place like 

home for the holidays,” indeed. 

We have always enjoyed Christmas morning at my parents’ house when the children were young.  Over time, it 

became our turn to host.  One of our traditions that started about 16 years ago was for us to make breakfast for 

everyone - grandparents, our growing family, and my brother’s family.  The breakfast of choice is and will always 

remain homemade waffles (from scratch), bacon, sausage, and fruit.  Everyone looks forward to having Madre’s/Aunt 

Jacque’s fresh waffles.  It is a tradition we plan to carry on well into the future for even more family members, if/when 

we are blessed to have grandchildren.   

Looking forward again to busting out the All-Clad waffle maker and well - worn recipe card on December 25. 

Merry Christmas to all! 

 - Jacque Kovacik, Cypress Campus 
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Family 

Not being raised with any Biblical foundation, I found Jesus at age 23.  My life was a 

mess and it took a while to stabilize.  So, I wanted my main focus to be on Jesus for 

Christmas.  I met my husband, Tom, who also was not raised in a Christian home.  We 

married, with each having 2 children and then had a daughter together.  

As we embarked with our new family, I did not want Santa getting credit for Jesus’ 

birthday, so we ignored the red-suit man, not saying anything about him positive or 

negative.  One day our 3-year-old, while I was driving, pointed out the window and said, 

“Look mommy, it’s Ho, Ho!”  I thought it was pretty funny.  

Our Christmas season started the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  After church we dove into 

decorating the house, with Christmas music on: putting up the tree, the nativity scene, 

lights and other décor.  There was only one “Ho Ho” in the house - Santa kneeling, praying over Jesus in a manger.  I did 

do reindeer, stockings, elves - ummm, I like cutesy things too.  

There was a lot of focus on Jesus, with AWANA, Sunday school, and church activities besides our home.  Lots of 

Christmas music, hot chocolate, and friends came over. 

We were blessed to have my mom who, after spending too much on the kids, struck a deal with me to take each child 

shopping for gifts for the other family members, with her allotted budget.  This took place over the Thanksgiving 

weekend.  It was a great bonding time for her and each child to focus on others.  My parents would come every 

Christmas and we would all be together for a brunch and gift exchange. 

A couple of  years ago our kids got us a silhouette Nativity scene for the front yard.  We put spotlights on it at night.  

We live across the street from an elementary school and love that we can share a representation of the true meaning 

of Christmas.  

Our 4th child left the state this year, and we are now left with our kids living in 4 states.  Our family has grown, and we 

are onto great - grandchildren now.  We are going to have to adjust (again) and make some new traditions. . . 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS! 

 - Sue Frank, Cypress Campus 
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Prayer 

Isaiah 9:2  The people who walked in darkness have seen a Great Light;  

those who dwell in a land of deep darkness on them has light shone. 

 

 

(Isaiah 9:6-7) For to us a child is born (revealing His Humanity),  

To us a Son is given (revealing His Identity);  

And the government (Executive, Legislative, Judicial)  

will be upon His shoulder (Superiority, Divine Authority).  

And His name (Familiarity)  

will be called Wonderful (Excellency),   

Counselor (Wisdom, Stability, Credibility),  

Mighty God (EL Gibor, Divinity),  

Everlasting Father (Abba, Father of Eternity),  

Prince (Royalty) of Peace (Tranquility, Unity). 

 Of the increase of His government (Sovereignty)   

and peace (Harmony, Sanctuary) 

 there will be no end (Eternity). 

He will reign on David’s throne (Ascendancy) 

    and over his kingdom (Majesty), 

establishing (Authenticity) and upholding it (Validity) 

    with justice (Integrity, Impartiality) and righteousness (Veracity) 

    from that time on and forever (Perpetuity). 

The zeal (Tenacity)  of the Lord Almighty (Supremacy) 

    will accomplish this (Dependability). 
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Prayer 

 
Dearest Father God Almighty, 

How can I ever give back to You the smallest measure of what You gave the world on that night so long ago?  All I can 

do is to offer up myself - my faith, my trust, my hope and my love - and do my best to carry Your love, Your joy, Your 

hope and Your peace in Christ - with me wherever I go and share Your greatest gift, the gift of Jesus, Your Beloved Son 

to Your creation.  

Love, 

Your child in Christ Jesus, the Promised Messiah 

 

 

 O Come Let Us Adore HIM! 
 

Psalm 34:3  Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together! 

Psalm 103:1  Bless the Lord, O my soul,  and all that is within me,  bless His holy name! 

1 Chronicles 16:23-31  Sing to the Lord, all the earth;  tell of His salvation from day to day.   Declare His glory among the 

nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples.  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be 

revered above all gods.  For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  Honor and majesty 

are before Him; strength and joy are in His place.  Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to 

the Lord glory and strength.   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come before Him. 

Worship the Lord in holy splendor.  Tremble before Him, all the earth.  The world is firmly established; it shall never be 

moved.  Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; and let them say among the nations, “The Lord is king!”  

 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34:3&version=ESV
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Prayer 

O Come Let Us Adore HIM! 

 

1 Chronicles 29:11-13  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for 

all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours.  Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above 

all.   Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all.  In Your hand are power and might, and in Your hand it 

is to make great and to give strength to all.  And now we thank You, our God, and praise Your glorious name.   

Psalm 72:19  Blessed be His glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with His glory!  Amen and Amen! 

Psalm 96:3  Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples. 

Isaiah 24:14-16  They lift up their voices, they sing for joy; over the majesty of the Lord they shout from the west.  

Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; in the coastlands of the sea, give glory to the name of the Lord, the God of 

Israel.  From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One. 

Isaiah 25: 1  O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt You; I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things,  

plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

Nehemiah 9:5   Blessed be Your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 

Jeremiah 10:6  There is none like You, O Lord; You are great, and Your name is great in might.   

Luke 1:68-69  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the house of His servant David. . . 

Luke 11:2  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name! 

1 Corinthians 1: 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort 

Ephesians 1: 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places,  even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless before Him.  In love  he predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 

the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. 

1 Peter 1: 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to His great mercy, He has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope. . . 

      

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles+29:11&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+72:19&version=ESV
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Prayer 

The Preeminence of Christ 
 

Colossians 1: 15-20  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by Him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 

were created through Him and for Him.   And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  And He is the 

head of the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be 

preeminent.  For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  and through Him to reconcile to Himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. 

 Jude 24-25  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of 

His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 

authority, before all time and now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"When we were children, we were grateful to those who filled our stockings at Christmas time. Why are 
we not grateful to God for filling our stockings with legs? "             

 - Gilbert Keith Chesterton 

  Let us pray for you, too! Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Serving Our Church 

ARE YOU READY FOR THE SECOND COMING? 

I was not brought up in a church that used the lectionary.  So when I was called to pastor my first 

church—and they encouraged me to use lectionary readings during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons—I had to do a little research to figure out what that meant.  What really struck me as odd, 

was that the prescribed readings for Advent Sunday were all about the second coming of Jesus.  I 

mean, why would we preach the second coming before we celebrate the first coming? 

I talked to an older pastor about this, and he had an interesting explanation.  If you go through the 

assembly line in a factory, it does not make much sense until you see the final product.  But once you see the 

completed new car roll off the line, the purpose of the whole rest of the line becomes clearer.  When we see the rest of 

the salvation story in light of the second coming, it makes more sense.  We realize that the baby in the manger is the 

same Christ who is coming again in power and glory. 

As I have come to understand it, there are two key aspects of the second coming.  The first is that it ushers in the 

consummation (or completion) of our salvation.  Our full redemption includes Christ’s victory over the powers of evil, 

the judgment of all people, and the bringing in of the new creation.   

These events are necessary to our redemption because the curse of sin goes beyond any individual.  It pollutes every 

aspect of human life—our work, our relationships, our human institutions, our economic systems, and our political 

systems.  Even if one person could personally be totally free of sin and its effects, his salvation would not be complete.  

He would have to relate to others who are sinful and be subject to systems that are polluted by evil.   

We need more than an individual solution.  We need more than individually escaping this evil world and going to 

heaven.  The whole human race and all of creation are polluted by evil and need to be cleaned up!  Don’t you long for 

the day when Jesus will set everything right? 

When Jesus comes again, we will receive our resurrection bodies.  God will create a new earth for us to live on.  God 

will live there with us, and we and our departed Christian loved ones will have fullness of fellowship with God.  There 

will be no more death, mourning, crying or pain (see Revelation 21).  All the curse of sin will be gone.  Everything will 

be as it was meant to be before sin entered the world.  What a wonderful hope this is! 

But if this great hope tempts us to retreat into escapist dreaming about the afterlife, we need to remember that we are 

called right now to continue the ministry of Jesus.  The future Kingdom of God is something to look forward to.  But in 

the meantime we are called to help bring in the beginnings of that Kingdom here and now.   

When Jesus talked about his second coming, it was often in the context of us being held accountable for what we are 

doing with our life today.  In the parable of the talents, we see that we have been given resources—such as natural 

abilities and spiritual gifts and money—which we are to invest in the work of the Kingdom.  When Jesus comes again, 

what will he find us doing?  Will he find that the whole pattern of our life is that of Christian service? Will we be found 

faithful in investing our time and talents in Kingdom work?  Or are we pre-occupied with our own selfish agenda?  Are 

we fixated on getting rich and pursuing other selfish ambitions?   
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Again in Matthew 25, Jesus tells the parable of the sheep and the goats in the context of his second coming.  Once 

again, it is all about being held accountable for what we have done (or failed to do).  The issue in this parable is, what 

have you done to help the needy and the hurting around you?  Did you help meet the basic needs of the poor?  Did you 

help the sick, and visit the prisoner?  The Lord so identifies with such people that he sees our ministry to them as 

ministry to him.  If we have entered into a relationship with God through faith in Jesus, we will become more loving 

and compassionate toward the needy.  If we do not show that kind of love to others, what does that say about our 

faith—or lack of faith? 

Jesus uses his predictions about his second coming as a warning to us that we need to get our priorities in order before 

it’s too late.  We are called to discipleship.  We will be held accountable for what we have been entrusted with. 

Some Christians seem to view the second coming as a kind of Christian entertainment.  Who will be the 666? What 

nations will be aligned against Christ in the battle of Armageddon?   Will Jesus come before or after the tribulation?  

These and some other issues are not clear in Scripture.  So it might be wise not to focus too much on such things—and 

to be humble about our opinions.   

Above all, we need to be careful not to get distracted by the unclear stuff, to the point that we miss what is clear and 

most important.  Virtually every New Testament passage on the second coming is directly linked with a call to godly 

living, faithful service, or spiritual growth.  So let’s be sure that we are ready for his coming.   

The second coming will bring the completion of our salvation.  But it will also be a time of accountability.  This has 

major implications for how we live our lives now—with great hope and love and faithful service. 

Robert Vroon, with much of the article being taken from his book, LIFE BEYOND LIFE:  Scriptures and 

Meditations on the Afterlife.  Available on Amazon.com. 
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Neighborhood Church is one church in multiple 

locations with multiple congregations.  One of 

the great joys is when God brings 

congregations to join our family.  Years ago God 

brought the Khmer congregation to us and 

more recently God has brought us a Spanish 

congregation.  From early on, it was clear that 

we were meant to be together.  Our 

partnership has been so strong and beneficial 

that Iglesia Biblica de Comunidad has officially 

joined Neighborhood Church and we couldn’t 

be happier! 

We celebrated this union with a wonderful lunch at the Cypress campus.  We can’t wait to see how God continues to 

grow us together and use us to be more effective in reaching our community than we would be on our own. 

 - Pastor Justin 
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You Make Beautiful Things Out Of Us 

Pastor Shawn took us on a bit of an adventure on Sunday, November 6.   As we finished our “Rooted” devotional, we 

wanted to consider, where are we planted?  How deep are our roots?  Are our roots strong enough to hold us?  What 

are we planted in?  Where are our roots founded? 

Pastor Shawn said that the idea of being planted is beautifully exemplified in Psalm 1:  Blessed is the man who walks 

not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers,  but his delight is in the 

law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 

fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.  The wicked are not so, but are like chaff 

that the wind drives away.  Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinner in the congregation of the 

righteous; for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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Serving Our Church 

As we are being planted, God knows us deeply and intimately in every way possible.  As we grow our roots, we can 

come to know the Lord more deeply as well and we learn that He loves us.  Psalm 139:13-14  For you formed my 

inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

At the close of his message he asked the congregation to consider what mark they could make on the painting 

commemorating what we did as a community during the Planted series.  Everyone was invited to the stage to pick and 

color and leave their message. 

(The entire message can be heard and viewed on YouTube neighborhood church cypress .) 
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Serving Our Church 

2022-23 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Jeff Harabedian, Wayne Alves (Chair), and Vasantha Inavolu 

Back Row (left to right):  Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, Robert Matthews, Wes Howard, and Foraker Smith                                               

Not Pictured: Pastor Mike McKay and Lance Peterson 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 
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Serving Our Church 

2022-23 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right):  David Martinez, Maria Falcone, Hap Kellogg, and Mike Ladewig 

Back Row (left to right):  John Montanye, Tony Birge (Chair), Janis Lacombe, Rebecca Adams, and  
Pastor Terry Lambert ( staff liaison )  

 

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 
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Serving Our Church 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have several front doors 

and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a 

part of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It 

only takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do 

both services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in 

security or EMS.  Times and hours are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 

Help Jacob Pass Out Worship Folders!   

We are looking for individuals to be ushers who would be willing to pass 

out worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and 

assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every three 

months), please join our team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or anchetahb@gmail.com 
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Serving Our Church 

Volunteer: Full Job Description 

Salary:  Volunteers are not paid - not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless. 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library 

‘Tis the Season for Readin’ 

Stop by our church library and check out some wonderful  Christmas books for the whole family! 

Our librarian:  Joanne Ladewig 

The church library is open between gatherings on Sunday, 10:00 - 10:45am 

Scan the QR code to the right to view our library catalog. 

 

 

 

Thank you for shopping on-line with Amazon and sharing with Neighborhood Church! 

When you log on at: smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the charity you would like your 

donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE to you!   

Year-to-date 2022, your orders generated a total donation of $401.95 for Neighborhood Church! 
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Serving Our Church 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

One-use water bottles flood America’s waterways and landfills at a rate of 60 million PER DAY!  

National Recycling Month raises awareness about recycling and the purchasing of recycled products.  

We know environmental concerns are still on the increase, so we need to do more, and we need to do it now!  The 

EPA encourages every American to contribute by recycling not only on an annual recycle day, but all year. 

We can work together to reduce waste by the recycling of water bottles and soda cans!   

Please collect and drop off empty water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 

4:00pm.  Make sure your containers are whole and free of contaminants such as dirt, excessive liquid, or other foreign 

substances. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

This is an EASY way of donating! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 

 - Jacque Kovacik 

New Baptismal Update 

We have received about half of what we need to purchase a new portable baptismal.   

Thank you for your generosity!  

If you would still like to give, please mark “baptismal” on your form of giving. 
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Serving Our Church 

2022 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office at 

Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We have Neighborhood Church envelopes for those who are interested.  They are available in the church lobby at the 

Welcome Desk or you may contact Shannon at (714) 952-3001 to arrange a time to pick them up. 

As a reminder, if you would like to have giving credit on your 2022 statement, all money needs to be in the church 

office by December 31, 2022.  There is a mail slot on the east door for any after hours drop offs. 

Thank you all for your loving hearts and generous ways.  Neighborhood Church is blessed by each of you. 
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Serving Our Community 

 
 

Thank you to all who came to the awareness and action event on Friday, November 11 - Shine the Light on Human 

Trafficking.  Thank you to all who participated by bringing snacks, purchasing fast food gift cards for victims, and most 

of all, for listening and learning.  Education is the first and biggest step to find out what is going on with human 

trafficking and doing something to help victims. 

Our speakers that night were outstanding!  Happy is a police officer and a part of the Orange County Task Force which 

specializes in training and equipping others in law enforcement as well as those serving in the judicial system and social 

services regarding human trafficking.  TJ is a human trafficking victims advocate.  Both shared hard to hear and 

important information, as well as some powerful stories. 

I am thankful our pastor, Mike McKay, and so many members of our church are ready and willing to step in and help 

fight such a dark evil.  The issue is overwhelming - it’s a 150 BILLION dollar industry!  But there are things we can do to 

help combat it.  Education about human trafficking, what it is and what it isn’t, helping financially, volunteering in 

various ways, and supporting those in the thick of the battle are all ways we can do something. 

If you would like more information on what to do, please contact me (Susan Peterson) at Susan@funplaces.com. 
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Serving in Missions 

Typhoon Paeng Hits Manila Head On! 

Please pray for the people of Manila as this massively strong and wet Typhoon Paeng, 

sometimes referred to as a Super Tropical Storm due to torrential rains, passes through 

leaving a great deal of destruction.  On their Sunday morning, the eye of this typhoon 

passed over our house, the seminary, and Faith Academy! 

Pray, too for our good friends, brothers and sisters at Emmanuel Baptist and the members 

of their church plants in the area.  Plus, pray for the family of our domestic help, Marivik 

Aguilar!  Still waiting to hear from them and others in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminary to Celebrate 92nd Anniversary!  Please praise the Lord with us as Baptist Bible Seminary & Institute celebrat-

ed their 92nd anniversary on November 30.  Please pray for the numerous renovation projects and new staff housing 

building project to continue to be funded and make progress even in spite of these storms, which saw not just one but 

two typhoons hit Manila! 

 - Robert and Kim Clark, Philippines 
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I Want to Encourage You! 

My name is Tony Rodriguez.  At one time, I used to run the student ministry program here at 

Neighborhood Church, and I am a missionary from this church and we do mission work in 

India.  So I have the great honor of sharing with you and it’s my heart’s desire to encourage 

you.  I want to put a little wind in your sail.  I want to share what the Lord is doing in the 

mission field.  And my heart’s desire is that when I finish, you will go out of here and say “Let’s 

Go God!” 

What is an awakening?  The United States had a wonderful experience with two great 

awakenings.  That’s when a people group is moving from spiritual darkness or death into 

spiritual light or life.  It’s an awakening.  They wake up.  In India what’s happening is 

phenomenal.  God is turning the light on.  I’m going to tell you about what that looks like so 

you can identify with that and encourage other people along the way because the saints need encouragement.  Isn’t 

that right?   

Ephesians 6:21-22 talks about Tychicus.  His job was to go out and tell everyone what was going on with Paul and 

encourage them with what the Lord was doing.  Isn’t that amazing - that this guy got that job?  He got to hang out with 

the Apostle Paul and see all these wonderful works and encourage the saints.  What a blessing that is. 

I have often been going back and forth to India and people ask, “What’s India like?” or “What’s ministering in  India 

like?”  And I tell people often, over and over again, it’s like ministering in the Book of Acts.  No kidding.  You see the 

acts of the apostles and what they did, and how the Gospel went out often for the first time, and people responded in 

a favorable way, and God validated His message in a certain way so that people got it.  So in India, people are getting 

healed, the blind are seeing, the mute speak, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the oppressed are set free, and the Word 

of God is being declared to people groups often for the first time.   

I have served God for over 41 years in various locations and India is the most exciting place that I have ever served.  

We have sent over 100 teams and every trip is unique and every trip is special.  But they all shared an experience, 

having a sense of awe in the God in whom we serve.  And that to me is the best. 

God is about redeeming people.  Matthew 28:20 is the great commission.  I started going to India because I heard it 

was a rich target environment for evangelism.  India has a population of about 3% Christianity.  In the remote villages 

you will find “seeker Christians” because of the persecution that will come upon them if they announce their faith.  But 

in a country of 1.4 billion people, 3% is nothing.     

We interact with communities and many of these people have been worshipping Hindu idols for thousand of years.  I 

ran across this Hindu priest.  He asked what we were doing.  I said we were sharing the Gospel and sharing our 

testimony of how God has affected our lives and changed our lives.  He said they had their own gods.  I asked what his 

gods do for him.  He said that his gods protect them from sickness and disease.  I asked if anyone was sick in his village.  

He started laughing-  we are all sick - everyone is sick in my village.  I said, “It sounds like your god is lying to you. 
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Something my God won’t do because Jesus is the embodiment of truth.  He will not lie.  It goes against His very nature. 

If He is righteous, if He is just, if He is holy, He will not lie.  He is faithful.  He is true.  He is kind, compassionate, and 

loving.  Sir, would you like to know more?”  and he said, “Yes, I would.“ So I ended up explaining the Gospel to him and 

everybody that was there listening, received Christ that day. 

Sometimes we go to a village, and this happened to Pastor Mike, and we get out of our vans.  The people will say 

“Stop!  Don’t come any further.  You were in our dreams last night.  You are bringing the message of light and the 

darkness doesn’t want you in our village.  Stay here and let us gather everybody to hear your message.”  What an 

announcement that God goes before you, and He prepares their minds and prepares their hearts with dreams, and 

then you show up and here’s the validation so we have to tell everyone now.  Awesome!  That’s really cool that God 

goes before you, and prepares hearts, and the Gospel goes out and people are saved. 

2 Corinthians 2:14.  We were sharing in a village and there was a gentleman who had a machete.  We started sharing 

the Gospel and he started waving the machete.  He got pretty animated.  So I asked my interpreter why.  He explained 

that this gentleman wanted me to stop because this is the message they have been waiting to hear and he wants to 

gather everybody to come hear.  And so I waited.  That’s a great outcome! 

Usually we minister to Hindu communities.  But this time we went into a Muslim community.  I was going to lunch with 

some members.  In the van it was 100+ degrees, flies and dust were everywhere, and it was quiet.  There was a knock 

on the window and a gentleman asked what we were doing there.  We’re just having lunch.  He said, no.  You are 

coming to my house to have lunch.  So we go to the house and I see that there is an elderly gentleman.  He asked what 

we were doing.  I said we were sharing the Gospel and our testimonies of God’s faithfulness in our lives and things that 

He’s done.  I suddenly realize I’m in a house full of Muslims.  So there was 19 Muslim men there and I’m thinking this 

might not be a good idea.  But those 19 men listened to our testimonies.  They listened to the Gospel presentation.  

And when you give a Gospel presentation, you have to give an invitation - right?  Every one of those 19 men said “yes” 

to following Jesus.  That’s big news. 

There was a lady who has known Christ for 30 years and she would walk 3 miles to church every Sunday morning.  She 

would always ask her husband to come with her.  But he would say, “No.  If God wants me to hear this message, He’s 

going to bring the message to my village.”  She’s been praying for her husband to go to church with her for 30 years 

and hear the Gospel message.  Thirty years, he’s said no.  Well, we showed up.  I shared the Gospel and this man 

responded to the Gospel message and he gave his life to Christ.  And I see his wife crying and she tells me the story of 

how she has waited 30 years.  Do you see how personal God is?  He met that man right where he was.  Right where 

they needed. 

What’s God up to in India?  He is up to revealing Himself to those who don’t know Him.  He is rich in mercy.  He is full 

of grace, able to redeem people from the darkest places.  He’s the Savior of the world.  There’s no one like Him, past 

present or future.  And there never will be.  He is the only begotten Son of God who sacrificed His life so that others 

may be saved.  He is the Lord and all authority in Heaven and earth has been given to Him.   

Since 2001, we have seen over 600,000 people embrace the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  There’s no secret to what we do.  

In Revelation, it tells how the saints overcame the Evil One by their testimony and by the blood of the Lamb. 
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It’s not a secret.  It’s a very powerful weapon that God has equipped you with.  Do you feel equipped?  Do you feel 

ready to go?   

(If you would like to hear more of the exciting things God is doing in India, please go to YouTube and select 

neighborhood church cypress and choose the 11/13 service.) 

 

God is expanding His Kingdom. 

One day I was going to a speaking engagement and it was raining sideways.  It was probably 2am and I saw 800 

children in a train depot, and they had one security guard.  I asked my interpreter where all the parents were.  He said 

the children were abandoned.  That’s not right, but in India it’s very common that the parents lay their children down 

to sleep, and then leave.  I never got over that, and I cannot unsee that.  These children are abused in the sex trade, or 

their organs may be harvested.  If they do survive, they learn how to lie, cheat and steal just to eat.  How can we, as 

believers, proclaim the love God and ignore this?  We can’t because God wants to express His compassion.  And if we 

do nothing, it doesn’t express the love of God. 

UNICEF in March 2022 reported that 18 million children live on the streets of India.  60% of those are boys.  12 million 

are between the ages of 6 and 14, and 6 million under the age of 6. 

Our enemy is wily.  He’s cruel.  But I can say with confidence that he’s losing ground.   

In 2013 Tony partnered with Raja and Neelima from New Life.  The Lord has given us a kindred spirit and we will 

succeed together.  Our ministry takes a considerable amount of effort and commitment to make an impact not only 

on the people in front of us, but the generations that will come after us - reaching out to the lost and neglected 

people, helping the poor, leprosy communities, and AIDS communities, and providing real hope for needy children. 

When we first started, we started with sponsoring 10 kids.  10 became 20, 

20 became 40, and now we are at 110 children.  We are growing, and the 

Lord is not done with us.  The impact is real for what we can do for 

community and how we can reflect the spirit of Jesus to these kids who 

have been abused and neglected.  It’s really quite a wonderful opportunity 

for us to walk into, and, of course, it takes faith.   

(If you would like to hear and see Tony’s interview with Raja and Neelima, please go 

to YouTube, select neighborhood church cypress and choose the 11/13 service.)  

Final note from Tony:  I had an amazing week ministering with Raja and 

Neelima.  We were able to help 38 children find sponsors, with the help of 

our friends at Grace Point Church in Silverdale, Washington, and the 

Neighborhood Church in Cypress, California. 
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More Than Thankful! 

We have mentioned before that we are so thankful to the Lord for allowing us to serve 

cross-culturally right here in Santa Ana.  We pray that you know how thankful we are for 

you!  Without your prayers, financial giving, and confidence in God’s leading in our lives, 

we would not be able to serve the people walking through our doors. 

From holidays to birthdays and life’s up and downs, we have been able to walk alongside 

those who need practical help and need a community.  And what have we found?  That 

we have received so much more from those we have been called to serve.  God is a 

generous God! 

We are more than thankful! 

Prayer Requests: 

1. Holiday Celebrations - wisdom and grace as we share our holidays with Muslim families. 

2. Social Services - wisdom as we advocate with the government on behalf of our families. 

3. Housing - housing for two single moms with infants. 

4. His Refuge - development of an interactive database and an individual to oversee it. 

5. His Refuge - A storage space for furniture, clothes, and supplies needed by the refugees and immigrants. 

6. Pray that we would love Jesus and serve Him only! 

 - Tom and Gayle Shook 
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December Memory Verse 

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, subject to the law.  God sent him to buy freedom for 

us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his 

very own children. 

 Galatians 4:4-5 

And we shared our November memory verse in song during a Cypress campus Sunday morning service. 
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We are Focused on Giving! 

We have challenged our children to give by bringing an offering each 

week that will support a family in need.  The offering will be used to 

buy a duck, a chicken, or a goat for a family in need through World 

Vision.  These animals empower families to provide, in more than 

one way, for their children.   

So parents and grandparents, please give your child money for offering each week!  I am sure that the 

children will find joy in giving to others! 

Shine!  December Events 

December 7    Pajama Night 

December 14    Cosmic Christmas Party (6:30-8:30pm) 

 

Note:  We will be on break the remainder of December.  Please plan on 

attending the Christmas Day family service at 10:00am. 
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All students grades 7-12th will be joining us DOWNSTAIRS on 

Sunday mornings for all of December for Advent, Christmas, and 

New Years. 

Youth Sunday School will return January 8 in case you want to 

amend your student’s calendar. 

Our hope is for students and parents to participate in worship 

and prepare for Christmas together as we light the advent 

candles, perform dramas, have student announcers, camera 

operators, and learn from God’s Word together. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Beverly 

Hayworth, Becky Howard, Laurel Kulik, Helen Passmore, Jo Anne Sims, and Judy Ungeheier.  

We look forward to continuing to serve the women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Discover the depths of God’s truth for yourself every day 

- and be encouraged by others doing the same.  Hundreds of thousands worldwide have encountered 

God through His Word and grown in their faith in Christ as they participate in the unique four-fold, in-

depth Bible study.  Please join us as we discover the fullness of hope in the darkest of times in our new 

study,  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided.  We will explore 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and their 

respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm 

Location:  Bellflower Brethren Church 
   9405 Flower Street (corner of Flower Street and Clark Avenue) 
   Bellflower, CA  90706  
 
Contact:     Christine Theodore at (562) 533-2727 or christineatheodore@gmail.com   

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grades) on Monday nights from 6:30—

7:40pm exclusively on Zoom.  This program does not require adult attendance/enrollment.  This is a 

great opportunity for busy students - cuts out driving time and homework is an arm’s length away. 
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Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Bible Study - We will be on Christmas break for the month of December, 

and will resume Thursday, January 12. 

At that time, we will continue our study of Isaiah in chapter 42 learning about 

trusting in the comfort of Christ. 

Day/Time:  Thursday, 9:30am-11:30am 

Location:  Room 2 at the Cypress campus 
 
Contact:     Lisa Rimland at (714) 519-1879   

Community Bible Study - Looking for a way to dig deeper into God’s Word?  CBS (Community Bible 

Study) is a great answer for you!  It’s both a local and international Bible study that has been around for 

over 45 years with classes offered in 71 countries.  Their mission statement is “To make disciples of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in our communities through caring, in-depth Bible study, available to all.”  If you know a little about 

Jesus or a lot about Jesus, or are interested in knowing about Jesus, CBS is the place for you. 

I’ve been attending for over 25 years and am so thankful for the format, fellowship, and teaching.  Each class location 

studies different books of the Bible.  You are encouraged to first read the scripture passages for that week at home 

and then answer questions that pertain to those passages.  Yes, like homework! On class days you gather with the 

entire group (usually over 100 people) to first worship and then break off into your core group of 12+ people that you 

get to be with for the year (mid-September to mid-May with summers off).  What sweet times of getting to know one 

another while discovering more of the Lord!  After core group time, the entire group gathers together again to listen 

to a short lecture about the same passage you just studied and learned about.  One last way to learn is to read the 

provided commentary pages about the passage.  Whew!  You will learn the Bible and have fun doing it. 

Classes are located all over the Southland and beyond.  I attend the class in Bellflower held at Encounter Church 

where I am also the Associate Teaching Director.  This fall semester we are studying Philemon, 1 John, 2 John, and 3 

John, and Jude. 

Day/Time:  Thursday, 9:15am-11:00am   Friday, 9:30am-11:30am 

Location:  Encounter Church     Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 
   10012 Ramona Street    11600 Los Alamitos Blvd. 
   Bellflower, CA  90706     Los Alamitos, CA  90720 

Contact:     Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com   
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Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, December 6 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - Holiday greetings to you!  How about trying a new Sunday morning routine and joining us during the 

first service?  You will be all set to finish 2022 on a high note. 

We have completed our journey through “Rooted” and will now return to our study of the evidences of God’s 

character.  He introduced His attributes one at a time in Scripture, from Creator to the self-sufficient, personal Jehovah 

to Ruler of All to Our Banner and Our Warrior.  Each name is explained and amplified in “The Power of God’s Names” 

by  Tony Evans. 

We still have five names to discover.  Please consider joining us for this and future studies. 

We will have a holiday fellowship time on December 20, so you could meet the group informally that Sunday.  Just 

come as you are. 

Our class is for females, from late teens to centenarians.  We have a lot so say, though our spirits remain calm and 

joyful.  Come find a place for enriching your soul! 

Leaders:   Jo Anne Sims at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 2  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  We will not be meeting in December but encourage you to attend Neighborhood Church for the 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day gatherings.  We will begin meeting again in January.  Watch for details! 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 



47 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

LIVING STONES - A Holiday Bloom Event 

Saturday, December 3 

9:30am-Noon 

 

Women from Jr. high school through senior citizens, you are 

invited to our annual holiday event!  This delightful time of 

gathering, worshipping, learning, fellowship, eating, laughing, 

and creating wonderful gifts for you or someone you love is 

happening Saturday, December 3 from 9:30am-Noon. 

Our theme,  LIVING STONES, is taken from 1 Peter 2:5 “. . .you 

also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house. . .”  

What a glorious thing to celebrate and to become - living 

stones being constructed all together into one, unified spiritual 

house (that could look like a castle!) as we support each other 

and encourage one another!  This rich time together will be as 

much fun as it is meaningful. 

We are asking for people to bring a potluck brunch/lunch dish 

to share with others - show off your culinary skills or your 

Costco shopping skills!  Our time also incorporates making your 

choice of a fun craft or a gift of jewelry (to help out with your 

Christmas list).  One craft or gift is included in the admission 

cost, but you can purchase more to make there, too.  We got 

you covered!   

Your Bloom Team has a lovely morning planned for you so 

please do not miss out.  AND invite your moms, grandmoms, 

daughters, aunts, nieces, sisters, friends, and neighbors. 

$5.00 per person includes food (thanks for being a part of that bringing a potluck dish!) , one craft of your choice, and 

all the rest of this wonderful morning!  If you would like more information, please contact Susan@funplaces.com. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Discover the depths of God’s truth for yourself every day - and be 

encouraged by others doing the same.  Hundreds of thousands worldwide have encountered God 

through His Word and grown in their faith in Christ as they participate in the unique four-fold, in-depth 

Bible study.  Please join us as we discover the fullness of hope in the darkest of times in our new study,  

People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided.  We will explore 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and their respective 

prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 
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Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 17-20+ mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 14-16 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Upcoming Rides: 

12/10  Santa Ride 

12/17  Santa Ride 

12/24  Christmas Eve Santa Ride 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

Counseling 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 
Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

Date    Topic 

December 1  Heaven 

December 8  What Do I Live For Now? 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call  to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Gilbert at (310) 605-0117 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 
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Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

 

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 

Helping the Hurting 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Branching Out  

And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
 
And if our God is for us 
Then what could stand against? 
 
The Lord is on my side 
I will not be afraid 
 
The  Lord is on my side 
What can man do to me? 
 
The Lord is on my side 
He is my Helper 
 
I will look in triumph 
On all my enemies 

The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. 

What can mere mortals do to me? 

The Lord is with me; he is my helper. 

I look in triumph on my enemies. 

Psalm 118:6-7 
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Sitting quietly in front of the ocean has an effect.  It can make you feel small, but hopefully in a 

good way.  That’s the way it worked for me today.  Issues were put into perspective, anxieties 

quelled.  There was no stringing together of logic or anything like that.  I just sat there and took 

solace in the peaceful vision of the Pacific Ocean that gave me some peace as a gift from God. 

Fast forward to later in the day when I’m reading a book about the liturgical calendar that 

some traditions use - think Lutherans and Anglicans, not Pentecostals or Baptists.  Anyway, the 

book talks about finding ourselves in  God’s story rather than trying to fit Him into our story.  His is the greater story of 

which ours is a part.  I found this idea every bit as comforting as the ocean today. 

We are part of God’s story.  We didn’t have to be.  He does not need us to be.  But He invites us into it.  And as we are 

brought into His story, ours takes on an eternal significance that we cannot bear on our own.  He likens our place in 

God’s story to the role of hobbits in the Lord of the Rings epic: small beings part of a big story, but who still play a 

major part in it. 

We can do the same.  Each of us is strategically placed to play our part in God’s glory.  Our role emerges as we seize 

opportunities to love Him and love our neighbors.  When we do, the story expands, drawing others into it - and what 

could be better than that?! 

So live your story within the pages of our God’s bigger story and we will see great things happen.  I’m sure of it.  

 - Pastor Justin 

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Branching Out  

Merry Christmas! 
George and Rebecca Adams 
Los Alamitos Campus 



56 

 

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Branching Out  

DEVOTION 

Devoted fans of God are part of a church family.  We are going to look at the very first 

believers and their story which is recorded in Acts 2:42: 

They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread, and to prayer. 

Did you count four things that they were devoted to? 

What does it mean to be devoted?  I taught that being devoted is like being a sports 

fan.  Many people are devoted to a specific team.  They wear the team jersey.  They 

wear lots of colors that reflect that.  They cheer the team on, probably very loudly.  

They probably go to all of the games and whether they win or lose, they are still 

devoted to that team.   

I am on “Team Jesus” today.  That’s where I’m going to be devoted.  Are you a devoted fan of God?  That’s what we 

want to learn today.   

We are going to talk about the four ways the believers were devoted to God. 

1. They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching.  They did not have a Bible back then like we do, so they listened to 

what the disciples were telling them.  We get to take our Bible, we can read it, and know God and know how to 

live godly lives.  It’s important to read God’s Word every single day so that can we know it and obey it. 

2. The second thing they were devoted to was fellowship.  They loved gathering together.  That’s simply what 

fellowship means - being together with other believers.  The Bible teaches us that we are to love everyone, but 

especially the other believers, to take care of one another.  And we can only do that if we’re together and know 

what’s going on in one another’s lives.  Did you know that going out and eating donuts after church and talking 

with someone is fellowship?  That’s a good thing.  That’s a good reason to come to church because you get to 

know the other people, spending time together, and sharing what’s going on in your life.  The Bible says being 

together with other believers and being at church  together is like having a second family and it’s the very best 

kind of family to have.   

Think about your family.  Families usually celebrate things - birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, special moments or 

awards that are going on.  And in our church family we are to celebrate too!  When someone becomes a believer 

for the first time, we get really excited.  One of the things these early believers did right away when they believed 

in Jesus if they could, they got baptized. 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Branching Out  

3. The third thing the believers were devoted to was to the breaking of bread or communion.  You’ve probably 

seen the communion cups used every month to remind us that Jesus died on the cross for us.  It shows a picture of 

salvation, but really anyone who has made a decision to ask God for the forgiveness of sin can take communion.  

It’s just a way of being reminded.  And we celebrate God every time we sing songs at church.  That is called 

worship and is part of why we come every single week to church so we can worship God. 

4. Lastly, these believers were devoted to prayer.  David and Solomon taught us during “Rooted” that we can pray 

to God about anything at any time anywhere.  And they gathered together often to pray.   

 

This series has taught us seven good rhythms, or habits, that show what it’s like to be a devoted fan of God.  So let’s 

review them quickly because we want to be a devoted fan. 

1. The first one is that you learned to read your Bible every single day so you would know what God’s Word says. 

2. We have learned the importance of repentance -  being sorry for our sin and asking to be forgiven for it. 

3. We have learned about prayer. 

4. We have learned about serving.  We serve other people. 

5. We have learned about giving - not just of our money, but of our time and talents to God to use those. 

6. I hope you wrote out your story just like Paul was ready to share his story of coming to know Jesus, so you have a 

story you can tell others. 

7. Lastly, we come to church.  You come to this building on Sundays that we call church.  Church is also the people 

who are here inside, the group of believers. 

Devoted fans of God practice all those things pretty much every day so we can be devoted fans. 

 Christine Theodore 
 Children’s Director, NCLA 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Arts Camp is Under Construction! 

By press time for Connections, it is all hands on deck preparing for the Neighborhood Church Arts Camp.  Our 

faithful teachers are planning their lessons as the administrative details are being attended to.  Children are regis-

tering and it should be another great Arts Camp. 

Arts Camp is about more than art.  The children from the community and the church learn about our creative God 

and how He has made them to be creative as well.  From there, they get to explore and enjoy a variety of artistic 

outlets: art, music, dance, and drama.  The culmination of the evening is dinner and a performance of all they have 

learned over the course of just two days.  It’s amazing how much they accomplish! 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  
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Branching Out  

We are so excited to welcome a new congregation into the Neighborhood Church family.  Iglesia Biblica Comunidad is 

our new branch and those who officially joined the church are shown in the picture above. 

Welcome! 
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Branching Out  
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Still Seeking? 

If you are searching to know God more or curious about spiritual things, please pick up a 

Next Step Pack from one of our ushers, or speak with any of our pastors. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 



66 

 

 

 

 



67 

 

LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Colson@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Haylie@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Leroy@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Pastor 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-3001 x213 
EM:  Manuel@ 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 

 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Pastor 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Pastor 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Messersmith 
Youth Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Pastor 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 

 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Worship Arts 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Bob@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Pastor 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
and Life Groups 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

Bloom Presents:  Living Stones 

Winter Wonderland - Los Alamitos 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Shine! Kids Pajama Party 

Shine! Kids Cosmic Christmas Party 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Gatherings 

Christmas Day Gatherings 

New Years Eve 

We endeavor to live and love like Jesus  as we compassionately 

relate to our community and beyond so that all will thrive as 

followers of Christ!  


