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YES!  It’s August! 

A Fun Month of New Beginnings! 

Now, yes, August for most is the end of summer.  That makes the month of August the stark reality of saying goodbye 

to sleeping in, lazing around, and only thinking about what new adventures the day may bring.  For August is the start 

of a new school year and now time for getting up early, following a schedule, expanding our mind with learning, and 

that will usually mean completing homework!  But along with that is the fun of new classes, new school supplies (don’t 

you just love the smell and fun of new school supplies!?) and maybe new clothes.  This start of school month of August 

also brings in those great opportunities to reconnect with old friends and maybe even make new friends.  

So yes, August is a fun month.  August also holds National Girlfriend Day (August 1), National Ice Cream Sandwich Day 

(August 2), National Watermelon Day (August 3), Book Lovers Day (August 9), National S’mores Day (August 10), Na-

tional Thrift Shop Day (August 17), Kiss and Make Up Day (August 25), and Eat Out Day (August 31).  Oh, there is more!  

I even think we should make up our own.  I’m thinking one of these days should be National Zip Tie Day.  

August is also the second month into our church’s fiscal year.  Each year we seek to reach God’s vision to help people 

thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.  Within the pages of this magazine, you will find some exciting opportuni-

ties, opportunities for some amazing adventures - adventures in the worship of our incredible God, adventures as we 

serve our community and church using our God-given abilities, adventures in being open to the Holy Spirit’s work to 

grow us, adventures as we connect with others and belong, as well as adventures as we reach out to our neighbors, 

community, and beyond with the life-changing message of Jesus, and adventures as we help the hurting, those who 

are the least, last and lost.  We can follow the example of the Good Samaritan (Luke 11:25-37) as we love our neigh-

bors.  

August is going to be a great start to a wonderful year here at Neighborhood Church!  We sure hope you will be part of 

our loving church family. 

Enjoying the great month of August with you, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Hume Lake Summer Camp 

14 Elementary   +   14 Jr. High   +   42 High School   +   17 Leaders = 

83 Children of God 

 

God can do ANYTHING, you know -  

far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!   

Ephesians 3:20 

HUME LAKE 

Here We Come! 
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Hume Lake Summer Camp 

Prayer in Preparation 

Our Elementary, Jr High, and High School students 
left early Sunday morning.  They stopped en route for lunch. 

Early Monday morning, Pastor Mike and Kristi packed their car to leave for Hume Lake.  Their car was packed to the roof 

with care packages from the kids’ and students’ parents.  Also included were boxes of surprise snacks. 

 

To see more about the adventures and blessings from Hume Lake Summer Camp,  

please turn to pages 34-47. 
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Prayer 

 

 

Hosea 6:3  “Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; His going out is sure as the dawn; He will come to us as the 
showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”  

Hosea 10:12  “Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to 
seek the Lord, that He may come and rain righteousness upon you.  

 

 
 

1 Samuel 12:18  “So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people 

greatly feared the Lord. . .” 

Jeremiah 14:22  “Are there any among the false gods of the nations that can bring rain?  Or can the heavens give 

showers?  Are You not He, O Lord our God?  We set our hope on You, for You do all these things.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%2010%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2012%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2014%3A22&version=ESV
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Prayer 

Praise 

Job 5:10  You, O Lord, “gives rain on the earth and sends waters on the fields. . ." 

Job 36:27-28  You, O Lord, "draw up the drops of water; they distill Your mist in rain, to bring rain on a land where no 

man is, on the desert in which there is no man. . .” 

Job 37: 6  “For to the snow He says, ‘Fall on the earth,' and the shower of rain, His heavy shower of rain, serves as a sign 

on everyone's hand, so that all whom He has made may know it." 

Psalm 135:7  You are He "who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, who makes lightnings for the rain and 

brings forth the wind from His storehouses." 

Psalm 147:8  You "cover the heavens with clouds. . .prepare rain for the earth. . .make grass grow on the hills.” 

Joel 2:23  “Be glad, people of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God, for He has given you the autumn rains because He 

is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.” 

 

Confess: 

2 Chronicles 6: 26-27  “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they (we) have sinned against You, if they 

(we) pray toward this place and acknowledge Your name and turn from their (our) sin, when You afflict  them (us),  then 

hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, when You teach them the good way  in which 

they (we) should walk, and grant rain upon Your land, which You have given to Your people as an inheritance.” 

2 Chronicle 7:13  “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, . . .if My people who are called by My 

name humble themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 

and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

Jeremiah 5:23-25  “But this people has (we have) a stubborn and rebellious heart; they (we) have turned aside and gone 

away. They (we) do not say in their (our) hearts, ‘Let us fear the Lord our God, Who gives the rain in its season, the 

autumn rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks appointed for the harvest.’  Your iniquities have turned 

these away, and your sins have kept good from you.” 

 

Thanksgiving 

Psalm 138:1,3  “I give You thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing Your praise.  On the day I called, 

You did answer me, my strength of soul You did increase.“ 

Colossians 4:2  “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Hebrews 6:7  “For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake 

it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%205%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2036%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20135%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20147%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%205%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%204%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%206%3A7&version=ESV


10 

 

Prayer 

 

Intercession: 

Zechariah 10:1  “Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain, from the Lord Who makes the storm clouds, 

and He will give them showers of rain, to everyone the vegetation in the field.” 

James 5:17-18  “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 

years and six months it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its 

fruit.” 

Mark 9:24  “I believe; help my unbelief!” 

 

The Water of Eternal Life from Jesus 

John 4:14  “. . .but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  The water that I will give 

him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

Revelation 21:6  And He said to me, “It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  To the 

thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.” 

Revelation 22:1  “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne  

of God and of the Lamb.” 

Revelation 22:17  “The Spirit and the Bride say, ’Come.’  And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who is 

thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.” 

Ephesians 3:20-21  “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us,  to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2010%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%205%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2021%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022%3A17&version=ESV
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Prayer 

Encouragement from the National Day of Prayer Task Force 

 

Ranching Community Exalts the Lord Who Provides 

On the National Day of Prayer, believers gather to pray for their nation and neighbor, praying with full faith that our 

prayers move the hands that move the universe. In the Sierra Valley in northern California, the Lord continues to move 

in mighty ways, answering prayers and providing for the needs of the valley. 

A handful of believers from the scattered, rural towns in the Sierra Valley and across Sierra County took time away 

from their ranches to surround the flagpole of a local fire department and unite in prayer for America on the National 

Day of Prayer.  After meeting virtually in recent years, these intercessors were overjoyed to be on site together once 

again to lift praises and prayers to the Lord.  “It was a communal event,” said Janet McHenry, the event organizer. “It 

felt like home again.” 

Other leaders prayed for the seven spheres of influence, but McHenry’s prayer subject was heavy on everyone’s minds: 

rain and water.  Cattle ranching and logging are the main sources of income in Sierra County, and both are deeply 

dependent on having enough water to support livestock and forests.  Harsh droughts and large fires the last few years 

have pushed the ranchers and loggers almost to their breaking point with the financial and emotional pressures of 

keeping their livelihoods viable. 

After the National Day of Prayer, the Lord moved again: rain and snow fell for several days following the time of unified 

prayer!  Just a few inches of precipitation meant the valley full of agri-businesses could rejoice with hope that their 

livelihoods would live on another year. 

“I’m looking out over my valley and it’s green, and normally it would be brown and dying by now,” McHenry said.  Just 

looking at the new growth brought her to tears; her husband would now be able to feed his cattle on the fresh grasses 

that the Lord provided.  “I have to ask myself, ‘why am I always surprised when He answers my prayers?’” 

“You visit the earth and cause it to overflow; You greatly enrich it; The stream of God is full of water; You prepare their 

grain, for so You prepare the earth.”  Psalm 65:9 

 

 

Let us pray for you, too!  Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 
 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

Keep Me in the Moment 
 
I’ve been thinking ‘bout time 
And where does it go 
How can I stop my life from passing me by, I don’t know 
I’ve been thinking ‘bout family and how it’s going so fast 
Will I wake up one morning just wishing that I could go back 
I’ve been thinking ‘bout lately, maybe 
I can make a change and let you change me 
So, with all my heart this is my prayer 
 
Singing oh Lord, keep me in the moment 
Help me live with my eyes wide open 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
Singing oh Lord, show me what matters 
Throw away what I’m chasing after 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
Keep me in the moment 
Oh, keep me in the moment 
Keep me in the moment 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
 
When I wake in the morning 
Lord, search my heart 
Don’t let me stray, I just wanna stay where you are 
All I got is one shot, one try 
One go around in this beautiful life 
Nothing is wasted when everything’s placed in your hands 
 
I’ve been thinking about heaven 
And the promise you hold 
So, it’s all eyes on you 
Until the day you call me home, 
 
Singing oh Lord, keep me in the moment 
Help me live with my eyes wide open 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
Singing oh Lord, show me what matters 
Throw away what I’m chasing after 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
 
Keep me in the moment 
Oh, keep me in the moment 
Keep me in the moment 
‘Cause I don’t wanna miss what you have for me 
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Serving Our Church 

God is Bigger Than You Think: 

Experiencing God Through the Psalms 

Life these days can seem overwhelming.  While COVID is largely in the rearview mirror, we are battling the lingering 

effects, whether grief of what (or who) has been lost, to the relational repair that’s needed, to a lingering sense of 

vulnerability.  Tension in Europe, continual political turmoil at home, and just the normal rigors of life also contribute.  

It all seems like it’s just too much.  Thankfully, we have a God who gets us and He has provided help and hope in times 

past, and can do the same for us today.   

To help us get our bearings in the midst of these storms, we will go through the first portion of Book V of the Book of 

Psalms in the Bible.  The psalms we will look at will, among other things, get us worshipping God and looking to Jesus, 

our King, Lord, Coach, and Leader as we await His final return. 
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Serving Our Church 

Get Ready To Grow With Our All Church Focus! 
Coming Late August! 
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Serving Our Church 

2022-2023 Focus 

Neighborhood Church will seek to 

create more opportunities for the 

Holy Spirit to grow us and to 

mature us to be more like Christ. 

We, as a church, will seek to 

create opportunities to increase 

our understanding of biblical 

truths and to be empowered to 

apply God’s Word looking for the 

Holy Spirit to help us thrive as fully 

functioning followers of Christ. 

 - Pastor Mike 

But grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory 

both now and to the day of 

eternity.  2 Peter 3:18 
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Serving Our Church 

2022-23 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Jeff Harabedian, Wayne Alves (Chair), and Vasantha Inavolu 

Back Row (left to right):  Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, Robert Matthews, Wes Howard, and Foraker Smith                                               

Not Pictured: Pastor Mike McKay and Lance Peterson 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them. 

Those who have served well gain an excellent standing,  

and great assurance in their faith  in Christ Jesus. 

1 Timothy 3:13 
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Serving Our Church 

2022-23 Trustee Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bottom to Top:  Tony Birge (Chair), Rebecca Adams, Janis Lacombe, David Martinez, 
Maria Falcone, Pastor Terry Lambert and Mike Ladewig 

Not Pictured: Hap Kellogg and John Montanye 
 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

By submitting to God’s authority in our lives, we demonstrate a love for God. 

And by investing in the lives of those around us, we demonstrate a love for our neighbors. 
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Serving Our Church 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and 

we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a part 

of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Michelle Ledonne      mmledonne@yahoo.com 

 

Welcome Desk - First impressions are important!  Help us put a friendly face on our Welcome Center as we meet 

newcomers to our church.  We need volunteers to host our Welcome Center in the lobby a few minutes before each 

service.  If you are available and willing to serve, we would love to have you on our team. 

 

Contact: Carol Ellis  lndrymaid@gmail.com  

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in 

security or EMS.  Times and hours are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 

Help Jacob Pass Out Worship Folders!   

We are looking for individuals to be ushers who would be willing to pass 

out worship folders, help people to their seats, answer questions, and 

assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every three 

months), please join our team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or anchetahb@gmail.com 
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Serving Our Church 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library 

SIZZLIN’ SUMMER READIN’! 

The church library is open between gatherings - 10am to 10:45am every Sunday!  

Stop by and check us out! 

Library Volunteers are needed after the second gathering on Sundays, from 11:45am - 12noon.  

Please contact Joanne at (714) 489-3206 (call or text) if interested.  Thanks! 

Church library online catalog:  http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

 

 

Thank you for shopping on-line with Amazon and sharing with Neighborhood Church! 

When you log on at: smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the charity you would like your 

donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE to you!   

Year-to-date 2022, your orders generated a total donation of $196.65 for Neighborhood Church! 

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 
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Serving Our Church 

Summer is Here! 

We Want Your Empty Bottles and Cans! 

Please collect and drop off empty water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 

4:00pm.  Make sure your containers are whole and free of contaminants such as dirt, excessive liquid, or other foreign 

substances. 

The funds are used for items at the Cypress campus, like replacing tables and chairs that are broken, TVs in breakout 

rooms, tablecloths, whiteboards, etc. 

This is an EASY way of donating! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Please keep up the good work! 
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Serving Our Community 

Love N Loomers 

Our Loomers have already made over 200 hats!  Way to go!  

These woolen caps will go into the care packets for our fall 

service opportunity. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  Keep up the good 

work! 

If you would like to join us or have any questions, please 

contact me at mfalcone53@yahoo.com. 

 - Maria Falcone 
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Serving Our Community 

CYPRESS COMMUNITY 
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Serving Our Community 

All during August, National Wellness Month focuses on self-care, managing 

stress, and promoting healthy routines.  Create wholesome habits in your life-

style all month long and see how much better you feel! 

Research has shown self-care helps manage stress and promotes happiness.  

Whether you challenge yourself to a new yoga position or try a different spa 

treatment, make a small change and impact your health in positive ways. 

There are numerous ways to make those small changes, too. 

• Increase your water intake. 

• Add more fruits and vegetables to your meals. 

• Monitor your adjustments for better sleep habits. 

• Join a walking or aerobics class. 

• Learn to meditate on God’s Word. 

These small steps can lead to many more healthy habits in your lifestyle. 
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Serving in Missions 

Prayer for the Weavers 

We are the Weavers.  We have been a part of the church 

here a long time.  The last six years, though, we have been 

in Portugal.  We have been attempting to see how we can 

develop people for church planting in Portugal.  So we 

have been trying to do some training and different things.  

Obviously there have been a lot of things happening 

around the world that has made it difficult and slowed 

things down. 

So we are at a point of really assessing.  What we were 

trying to do hasn’t worked.  Is it because of what we are 

doing, or how we are doing it, or because of COVID, or is it 

because of something else?  So we are at this point of 

really praying on how we can see people equipped and 

empowered for the Gospel.  How can we do that? 

Right now we are working with a local church called “Surf 

Church” trying to develop leaders as we can, love people, 

disciple people, and praying to see what God is going to do 

with that.   

 - Greg Weaver 

Jon [Wyatt} was asked to pray for the family and Makayla as she heads off to college: 

Abba Father, thank you for this family.  It is a delight just to see your legacy through them - how mom and dad met 

here at church, Lord God, and how these wonderful kids have grown up together in this tight-knit family.  And it’s a 

blessing for me to hang out with Zoey and Zeke and Makayla at camp and just have really awesome conversations, 

really honest ones.  Lord, we pray for Makayla right now as she goes to Texas while her family is in Portugal.  Lord God, 

You are leading her and You are guiding her and You are going to be with her.  She and I have had conversation of what 

this looks like as the older sister to go away from her siblings and her mom and dad.  Lord this is going to be an 

incredible time for her.  We pray that You will remind her that You are going before her, that You will walk beside her, 

that You will be behind her to watch her back, that You will be overhead to see what’s coming, and You will be below 

her to hold her up.  You Holy Spirit is already working inside her, so as she leans into Your Voice and Your direction for 

her life, I pray that You will remind her that she delights Your heart and You are so proud of her.  As she renews her 

mind in college and she stays close to You, You have incredible things for her.  It is very evident that Makayla loves You, 

and Zoey loves You, and Zeke loves You, and the Weavers love You.  Lord, would you establish this incredible family in 

this coming year.  I thank You ahead of time for the ways You are going to develop Makayla and we are excited for her.  

In Jesus Name. . . 

Weaver family:  Greg, Zoey, Ezekiel (Zeke), Makayla, and Jen 
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Serving in Missions 

A group of ten from Neighborhood Church spent a week on the 

island of Lesvos, Greece assisting a faith-based, humanitarian 

organization called All4Aid which served the refugees arriving 

from Turkey.  At the All4Women Center, they focus on showing 

the love of Jesus to women who are currently staying in Lesvos.  

This center’s goal is to restore dignity that has been lost in their 

refugee experience.  The women and kids walk to this center from 

the camp where they can receive supplemental services such as 

choosing their own non-perishable food items from the food bank, 

picking out clothes and hygiene products in a shop (they are 

allotted a certain number of tickets based on their family 

situation), doing laundry, or taking a shower in a safe, clean 

environment. 

Some of the tasks we did 

while we were there 

included working in the 

food bank and restocking 

when necessary, assisting 

women in the shop as they 

chose their items, playing 

with their kids while they 

shopped, sewing (Kristi 

made a floor-to-ceiling 

curtain in one day!), and 

spending time with the 

women while they beaded 

necklaces and bracelets 

which were very popular. 
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Serving in Missions 

Some of them 

spoke a little 

English and 

sometimes we 

used our phones 

to translate.  Many 

of them had cell 

phones and they 

showed us pictures 

of their families 

and we got a taste 

of what their life 

( 
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Serving in Missions 

was like before they began this dangerous journey for a 

better life for their families.  For the short time the 

women were at the center, they felt loved and seen as 

someone more than just a refugee. 

These people have endured a lot of trauma traveling to 

Turkey then across the Aegean Sea to Greece.  Some are 

in the camp up to three years while they wait to get 

their approval and papers to move on to mainland 

Europe. 

Thank you for your support of this trip and for the many 

donations of dresses and skirts - they were so needed!  

We brought four large duffle bags which restocked the 

store and will give the women many choices when they 

come to the shop in the future. 

 - Janis Lacombe 

 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.  Then the 

righteous will answer him saying, “Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  

And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, 

or naked and clothed you?  And when did we see you sick 

or in prison and visit you?”  And the King will answer 

them, Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least 

of my brothers, you did it to me. 

 Matthew 25:35-40 
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Serving in Missions 

Our team toured the site of the old refugee camp which had burned down, and the men helped by doing maintenance 

work for the rebuilt camp. 

Many times men would accompany their wives to the center and wait for them.  This gave us guys time to connect.  

We would talk through broken English and Google Translator about soccer, their travels to the camp, and life.  Most of 

the guys I encountered wanted to talk, even with the awkwardness of not knowing each other’s language and trying to 

work through the translation app.  One man offered to help us do one of our maintenance tasks.  While he and I were 

chatting, he said he was appreciative to do some work.  It helped bring back some dignity that he could do something 

to contribute.  One other man shared how scary and frightening it was for the 6-mile ocean crossing to get to the is-

land. I think I was one of the first to hear and feel with him.  Another shared how frustrating and terrifying it was for 

the new government in his country to burst into his house and force him and his four kids and his wife to leave, at gun-

point!  Some have been in the camp for years!  It was an opportunity for me to listen to their story and have them vent 

their feelings.     - Pastor Mike 
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Serving in Missions 

Update from Robert and Kim Clark 

Kim’s Health 

Kim recently had another special esophageal test, this time to look at her pancreas as 

there was some concern related to an MRI showing cysts.  This test was moved to the 

end of June as the doctor had been exposed to COVID during his vacation.  The test did 

happen, though, and we were pleased to learn that the cysts are all smaller than 1cm 

and of no real concern at this time.  No biopsy was necessary!  In fact, the doctor says 

we can wait for a year for a follow-up MRI to see if there’s any changes. 

More follow-ups are coming up with other doctors.  A decision by her doctors is still 

pending as to whether it will be necessary to remove her appendix.  Please be in prayer 

about that.  We are praising the Lord that this latest concern came up negative.  Thanks 

for praying and continuing to pray with us! 

Would you also prayerfully consider helping us with the many expenses related to this health investigation and the 

many tests and her hospitalization care in March?  If so, please drop a check or cash envelope in the offering bag with a 

note that it is earmarked for the Clarks. 

Pray for the EBC Preachers 

We would also ask you to pray for the brothers in Manila at Emmanuel Baptist Church who make up the preaching 

team?  Not only do they preach at the main church’s services, but also at the church plants in Floodway, Muntindilaw, 

and Quisao.  When we first arrived in Manila to serve alongside the seminary of Faith Academy, we eventually found 

our local church ministry with Emmanuel Baptist Church.  We are so grateful to the Lord for placing us with these dear 

brothers and sisters.  These folks are so ministry focused and we were able to join in with them in ministry efforts right 

away.  Please pray for these men to be used of God to proclaim the trustworthiness of God’s truth found in His all-

sufficient Word. 

New Church Building at EBC’s Church Plant in Quisao 

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Taytay, Manila has always been very proactive in church planting.  It is no wonder to us 

that this church plant has progressed through their diligence in prayer and efforts in outreach.  In December 2021, the 

pastor share his God-given passion to build a new worship facility in Quisao.  On May 29,2022 they conducted their 

first morning worship  service at the new building.  Then in the afternoon, they celebrated the Lord’s continuous 

faithfulness during their 5th Church Anniversary.  Please pray for this new congregation that the Lord will establish this 

group in Quisao. 

 - Robert and Kim Clark, Philippines 
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Bob and Virginia Travis Move to Arizona 

Thank you for standing behind us when we asked you to pray for us regarding our 

move to Arizona.  We didn’t know what to expect in this transition, but the Lord 

has been faithful and has blessed us in many ways. 

As we look back, we can see how the Lord has given us strength and help.  In our 

world today, it can be hard to trust the Lord not knowing about the future.  Just as 

the Lord upheld Israel in the time of Cyrus the Great, so also the Lord upholds His 

people today.  Israel needed these words from the prophet Isaiah.  We need to 

remember these as well:  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 

During the first three weeks in Arizona, we looked at places to rent or buy in the Prescott Valley, but the prices were 

above our budget.  During this time, we drove around to the nearby cities in Yavapai County.  The blessing was that we 

were able to see the lay of the land, both geographically and with our work and ministry in mind.  However, we were 

getting tired of looking.  One day, Virginia noticed a house for rent that was within our means.  The number to call was 

an area code 714 number from California.  When she called, we found out that the owners are Christians, their two 

sons are going to Biola University from which we graduated, and the family lives in Orange County near where we grew 

up.  When we signed the lease on July 3, they prayed for us on the spot that our home would be used for God’s glory 

and that we would be a witness to the community.  What a real answer to prayer!  We will be moving into the house 

on July 10. 

“Do you know of a good church we can attend?”  This has been our favorite question to ask people since we have 

moved here.  We are looking for a church to call “home,” and this has become a non-threatening question to ask 

people.  This has led to spiritual conversations. 

Virginia just got a job as a nurse!  It is amazing how the Lord has provided Virginia’s first RN job!  She walked in for an 

interview with the Director of Nursing and was invited, on the spot, to work there!  Please pray that her Arizona 

nursing license will come through in time to begin work in mid-August. 

Please also pray for us with all that is involved in moving our things to Arizona, and securing an economical way to 

move. 

We thank God for you and pray His blessings on you! 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis 
   Working with international students, immigrants, and Native Americans in Evangelism and Discipleship 
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Teaching Our Children 

Hume Lake’s Wagon Train Summer Camp 

15 Elementary Kids and 6 Counselors 

among 200 other kiddos made summer camp an adventure! 

Above are the wagons we slept in. 

 

To the right are the super amazing 

counselors I had the opportunity to serve 

with: 

 Stephanie Hathaway 

 Lorena Saucedo 

 Hannah Stonoha 

 Becky Howard 

 Nick Stonoha 

 George Adams 
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Discipling Our Students 
Hume Lake’s Meadow Ranch Summer Camp 

14 Jr. High School Students and 4 Counselors 

The Jr High Counselors who 

gave of their time, energy, 

and loved like Jesus: 

 Maddy Douglas 

 Julia Peet 

 Nate Scott 

 Jacob Messersmith 
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Discipling Our Students 

After an incredibly EPIC week at Hume Lake Christian Camp of high energy recreation, relays, spirit-fueled worship and 
diving into God’s Word, intentional cabin times of prayer and connections, fishing and laughing in God’s creation, glow 
stick wars and pazookies,  we drove down the mountain on Saturday morning and  the High School students were 
asked to reflect on this question as we pulled away from Hume Lake:  

Why do you think God sent you to camp?  

The responses below are how our High School students saw God moving in their lives at summer camp.  As you read 
each heart, please pray for each student.  Please pray God will continue His good work in each student’s life and that 
each student will continue reaching out toward God in everything they feel and in everything they do.  

May these responses be our prayers for the next generation as they experience God today!   

• Why did God send me to camp?  If I am gonna be honest, I don’t know.  I think He sent me there to just help me 
find who I want to be.  When I first came to camp, I was really scared that I wouldn’t be able to find my place in the 
group to fit in, but Ms. Jen and our whole church and small group made me feel welcome, and made me feel like I 
belong and I truly found a place I can call home.  I also feel deep in my heart that me coming out here has changed 
my life for the better, and I can’t wait to keep following Jesus each and every day, and when I’m at my weakest I’ll 
run to Him first before anything else.  

• God brought me to camp because He knew I needed to change my life. 

• I think God brought me to camp because I needed reassurance that He’s the God I love.  

• God brought me to camp because He wanted to pursue a relationship with me, and to show me His love and grace 
for me is consistent.  

• I think God brought me to camp this year because He wanted me to understand that He chooses to love me every 
day no matter who I am or what I’ve done, and that there is purpose to the struggle/things I’ve been through. 

• I think God brought me to camp to have a conversation about God and to find rest in the unrest.  

• I came to camp because He knew I needed to get stronger in faith with Him. 

• God brought me to camp this year to show and remind me that its okay to wrestle with God and that He’s got me 
and my family in every circumstance.  

• I think God brought me to camp because my heart was in the wrong place. 

• I think God brought me to Hume to strengthen relationships and to understand that trusting in myself alone will 
get me nowhere.  

• God brought me to Hume because He saw a special group of boys that He wanted me to become closer to, and to 
become closer to the Lord.  

• God brought me to Hume because this year I have been drifting farther away from God.  I missed lots of Tuesday 
nights and had not been incorporating God into my life.  This week I’ve gotten closer to Him, closer to my friends, 
and created a connection I haven’t felt in a long time.  

• God brought me to camp to show me full truth and to show a different side of the story.  

• God brought me to camp this year to show me that He is always there, even when I am sick or lonely.  

• I think God brought me to camp because I needed to turn my life around and grow stronger in my walk with Him. 

• I think God brought me to camp because He taught me how to share my faith. 
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• I think God brought me to camp to refocus me on Him.  

• God brought me to camp this week as a great reminder to reorient my life around the truths of Christ.  

• God brought me to camp because. . .I just needed to know that I’m not alone, and I can lean on the girls around 
me, especially when I feel alone.  Because it’s when you feel the most alone that you need the most support from 
the people around you, and I just really needed that sense of comfort again.  

• I think God brought me to camp to remind me of the importance of His death and resurrection. 

• God brought me to camp because He saw me struggling with my faith.  Going to Hume not only helped me 
strengthen my faith and remind me that He has a relentless love for me.  He also allowed me a person whom I can 
confess my biggest sin to.  He came to lift the burden of sin held over me.  

• God brought me to camp because I think I’ve drifted from God a lot especially in the last year, and I needed to be 
reminded how much He cares for me and how He’ll always forgive my sins.  

• God brought me up to Hume in order to explain my knowledge and grow closer with my brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and to get a deeper connection with Him. 

• I think God brought me to camp because He wanted me to see the truth.  

• I think God brought me to camp this year to remind me that He will always be there in the darkest times.  

• God sent me to camp because my year has been so hard, and I feel He pointed me to Hume to remind me that 
He’s good and He will always love me no matter what and that He’s always there for me. 

• I think God brought me to Hume to set me free and let my emotions out that were bottled up.  

• God brought me to camp this year to reunite me with Him. 

• God brought me to camp this year to remind me to stay close when I am alone.  

• I believe that God brought me to camp because He wants me to grow in a stronger relationship with Him and to 
understand Him better and to better understand the truth.  

• God brought me to camp so I came to realize that He has things planned for my life.  I’ve been getting discouraged 
from sports.  I just really needed this week off.  

• God brought me to camp because He wanted me to have a good memory of camp.  The past few summers at 
Hume have not been very fun for me, but I had such a great time this year!  I think I came to camp to have a final 
experience.  

• God let me experience other people giving their life for Christ.  

• I think God brought me to camp because I needed to truly feel the presence of God in such a powerful way.  Camp 
has opened my eyes to such a deeper relationship with the Lord and I am grateful for this experience. 

• God brought me to Hume because my spiritual life needed redemption. 

• God brought me to Hume to grow deeper in my relationship with God.  I’ve learned more about God which helped 
the relationship grow.  God wants to use me now and even though I didn’t know my calling, I know I have a 
purpose for Him.  

• God sent me to camp because He wanted me to be closer with Him.   He also sent me to camp because He wanted 
me away from distractions so I can focus on Him and only Him.  

• God brought me to camp this week to show me the truth.  
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 Hume Lake’s Ponderosa Summer Camp 

42 High School Students and 7 Counselors 

The High School Counselors included: 

 Alex Edmonds 

 Hannah Fiddyment 

 Dillon Galipeau 

 Aida Honey 

 David Honey 

 Jen Matthews 
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Discipling Our Students 

“I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in knowledge and 

understanding.  For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until 

the day of Christ’s return.  May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation - the righteous character produced 

in your life by Jesus Christ - for this will bring much glory and praise to God.” 

 Philippians 1:9-11 
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Sharing Our Lives 

About BSF 

Our mission is global, in-depth Bible studies producing passionate commitment to Christ, His 

Word, and His Church.  Our vision is to magnify God and mature His people. 

For more information, please see page 50 for Women’s BSF, and page 54 for Men’s BSF. 
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Women’s Ministries 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Judy Ungeheier, 

Jo Anne Sims, Helen Passmore, and Becky Howard.  We look forward to continuing to serve the 

women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

Ladies Bible Study - Please join us Thursday, August 11, 2022 as we begin studying  the book of Isaiah using 

Melissa Spoelstra’s book, Isaiah - Bible Study Book with Video Access: Striving Less and Trusting God More.  The book is 

sold by Amazon online, and remember, Amazon will donate back to Neighborhood Church by logging on at “smile 

amazon.com.”” 

The book of Isaiah is one of the major auxiliary books of the Old Testament containing 66 chapters, so we are looking 

forward to a time of enrichment and inspiration as we explore his visions and prophecies that lead us directly to the 

coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Women of all ages and stages, new to Bible study or those who regularly study are welcome to join us.  Remember, 

Bible Study includes fellowship, support, and it’s just plain fun! 

If you have any questions, please contact our leader, Lisa Rimland at (714) 519-1879.  We meet each Thursday morning 

9:30-11:30am in Room 2. 

 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Please join us on September 22 when we begin our new 

study.  We will be exploring the roots of our faith while continuing to deepen our understanding of Jesus 

as Messiah.  People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in Christ by exploring 1-2 

Kings, 2 Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  Please watch for our 

schedule for the fall. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm 

Location:  Bellflower Brethren Church 
   9405 Flower Street (corner of Flower Street and Clark Avenue) 
   Bellflower, CA  90706  
 
Contact:     Christine Theodore at (562) 533-2727 or christineatheodore@gmail.com   
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Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, August 2. 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  Please join us at Helena Loven’s home at 4502 Petite Lane, Cypress on August 27 at noon!  Please 

RSVP to Helena.  If you would like more information about this fun-filled event, please contact Ginny or Helena at: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - It is almost the end of summer already!  We welcome you to make a new habit and join us for Quiet 

Spirits, a Bible study for women of all ages and stages of life during first gathering (9:00am).  We have lots to say and 

an excellent study to provide the framework. 

We are currently about halfway through the book, The Power of God’s Names by Dr. Tony Evans.  We watch the half-

hour video segment about every six weeks and use the discussion questions the other weeks.  There is suggested 

homework, but it is minimal.  Our discussions are practical and uplifting. 

We are benefitting from a closer observation of how God revealed His character to us by His introduction of distinct 

names for Himself.  Modern Bibles only translate God’s name as LORD in the Old Testament and Lord in the New 

Testament.  For example, we are learning about the differences between Yahweh, Adonai, and Jehovah Nissi. 

The study has given us new insights to make our prayer lives more powerful.  There is still time to take part in these 

helpful lessons.  Fellowship and prayer, along with this study, will help you finish stronger this summer! 

Leaders:   Jo Anne at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 2  
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Women’s Ministries 

You Are Loved Beyond Measure 

Just because I feel like no one has said it. . . 

To the woman who is pro-life, 

You are loved beyond measure. 

 

To the woman who is pro-choice, 

You are loved beyond measure. 

 

To the woman who is on the fence, 

You are loved beyond measure. 

 

To the woman who is heart broken from being told she is unable to have children, 

You are loved and created for a purpose. 

 

To the woman who is excitingly pregnant with her fifth children even though her family says it’s “irresponsible,” 

You are loved and created for a purpose. 

 

To the woman who found out the child inside of her would cost her her life and chose to abort, 

You are loved and created for a purpose. 

 

To the woman who has been turned upside down when her child’s heart stopped beating inside her womb, 

There is endless unconditional love for you. 

 

To the woman who is on the bathroom floor looking at two pink lines after running from her abusive partner,  

There is endless unconditional love for you. 

 

To the woman who has to make an impossible decision when she was told her child was not forming properly and was 

in extreme pain, 

There is endless unconditional love for you. 

 

To the woman who’s abortion haunts her every day, 

There is grace and incredible love for you. 

 

To the woman who was raped and found out she was pregnant and decided to not carry the child, 

There is grace and incredible love for you. 

Continued next page 
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Women’s Ministries 

To all the women who had to make a choice to bring life into the world or to end it, and the ones who were not given 

a choice, 

I hope you know that His grace and love is endless for you. 

 

Regardless if people say your choice was “right” or “wrong,” and with all the hatefulness on both sides, 

I hope you know that you are loved by the Savior of the world.  He understands your pain, grief, worry, doubt, and 

every other thing you had to go through.  And you are priceless and endlessly loved in His eyes.  And mine.  (I 

apologize for those who told you different.) 

 

You are loved beyond measure. 

 

 - Melissa Mayberry.  Woman.  Imperfect.  Sinner loved by God. 

   Owner of Keep it Clean Cleaning Services, Lonedell, Missouri 



54 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Please join us on September 22 when we begin our new study.  We 

will explore the roots of our faith while continuing to deepen our understanding of Jesus as Messiah.  

People of the Promise: Kingdom Divided will increase our hope in Christ by exploring 1-2 Kings, 2 

Chronicles, their respective prophets, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, 

and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.  In-person and online 

groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on Monday nights at 6:55pm 

for students attending with a member of the men’s study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm   Tuesdays  

Location:  Main Worship Center    Online, please contact Peter 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

     pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 
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Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 17-20+ mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 14-16 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 

Sharing Our Lives 

Future Rides: 

 August 6   Tour de Big Bear 

 September 10  San Diego Century Ride 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

Counseling 
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We have decided to suspend weekly meetings this time due to a lack of participation.  We know that those hurts, 

habits, and hang-ups are real, so we hope to offer an 8-week course of Life’s Healing Choices (also a Celebrate 

Recovery program) in the future.  So stay tuned! 

For more information or questions, please contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or at (717)-951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick (714) 826-9562 or Sam (562) 330-8736 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

mailto:bob.vroon@verizon.net


58 

 

Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 
Leaders: Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 

              Rhanda Turnbow  (562) 424-6599 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

Date    Topic 

August 4   Heaven 

August 11   What Should I Live For Now? 

 

The next session of GriefShare will begin September 1 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Pure Desire  - Living the Christian 
Life God’s Way  

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

We will be utilizing Pure Desire and the 
Seven Pillar books and materials. 

Contact: Bob (562) 652-4096  

 

More than Conquerors  

 

Thursdays at 7:00pm   

A 12-Step approach to deal with lust, 
pornography and other sexual issues. 

Contact: Mike (562) 686-8141 

Support Groups for Men 
 

Pure Desire and More than Conquerors are weekly meetings utilizing various Christian 
Resources to encourage, support and help individuals who struggle with sexual addictions. 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

Helping the Hurting 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Good and Full of Faith 

Back in Acts 7 there was persecution in Jerusalem - Paul was in the center of it before he 

converted - and people dispersed.  Many of those who dispersed continued to stay on 

mission.  Some of them were apostles. Others were big names.  Still others were 

nameless.  Nameless to us, but not to God. 

Nameless does not mean unimportant.  These nameless disciples ended up planting one 

of the most vibrant churches we know of in the New Testament: the church in Antioch.  

Let’s focus on the development of a powerful church from a group of anonymous 

disciples.  Their story only takes a few verses: 

But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists 

also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and great number who believed 

turned to the Lord.  Acts 11:20-21 

Obviously this sounds like great news, but recall that the church is in a pretty formative stage and it is a theological 

Wild West.  Much of the New Testament is correcting or protecting the church from false teaching so the apostles had 

to send someone to check it out.  Guess who they sent?  That’s right. . .our man Barnabas. 

Let’s follow the storyline in Acts for a few more verses: 

The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When 

he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord 

with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  And a great many 

people were added to the Lord.  Acts 11:22-24 

Maybe they didn't send Barnabas to check it out to make sure it was orthodox; maybe they just sent him to encourage.  

Either way, they could trust Barnabas.  He was dear to the leaders in Jerusalem, but not so dear that they couldn’t 

send him away.  He was an extension of them to engage this young church and when he got there, it was amazing.  

God was clearly at work and he grabbed his pom-poms and cheered them on.  Why?  Because that’s who Barnabas 

was.  Verse 24 takes the focus off the church for a second and helps focus in on Barnabas: he’s good and he’s full of the 

Holy Spirit and faith.  Which of us wouldn’t want that to be said of us? 

After this little aside, we see that the church is continuing to grow.  Barnabas didn’t alter the direction of the church; 

he accented it, built upon it - and people kept coming to Jesus. 

There are several things to think about.  These are big questions that deserve some thought. 

How do we surrender more of ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that we are seen as good and full of faith by those who 

know us best? 

How are we committing to seeing people come to Jesus around us? 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Memory Verses 

In the beginning 

God created 

the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 

 

In the beginning 

was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God 

John 1:1 

 

Same Chapter, Verse 14 

The Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, 

And we have seen His glory,  

glory of the Son 

Full of grace and truth! 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

This photo was taken in Sunday School on June 26.  It captures the last time this 

particular group of kids will be a class together as we said goodbye to four of our 

most regular students.   

Also pictured are Rebecca Adams and Debbie Ramsey, two of our many faithful 

kids’ volunteers.  

 - Christine Theodore 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Our new Sunday School year started in July, so we needed a new 

introduction, new words from the Bible which we know are useful for training 

in holy living and prepares us to do good works. 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

The first two weeks in July Miss Christine began in Genesis and shared the 

history of the nation of Israel.  What can we learn from all the history in the 

Old Testament?  Why did God give us these words?  The first takeaway is that 

God judges sin.  The thing He wants from us is to be sorry for our sins and to 

repent so that He can forgive us.  Then we are to follow Him like devoted fans 

for the rest of our lives, reading our Bibles, praying, meeting with other 

believers like we do on  Sundays, and sharing the Gospel so others can go to 

heaven. 

So, my question to you is:  How are you going to be a devoted fan of God? 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

The families of Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos 

gathered after church at the end of June to say farewell 

to three families who have now moved out of California 

– the Stonohas, Mitchells, and Crystal Ives.  We had a 

great time sharing lunch and chatting while the kids were 

playing in the pool.  Nearly 40 people attended the event 

at the home of the Theodores. 

We are going to miss these families who were long-time 

members of our congregation and an integral part of 

Sunday mornings at the Los Alamitos campus.  

Collectively, they participated in kids’ ministry, leading 

worship, preaching, and on our tech team.  They were 

also a big part of the Wednesday night’s Shine program 

at the Cypress campus.  We are praying that God quickly 

fills the holes these friends have left as much as we pray 

that they will be a blessing in their new communities and 

churches.   

From one man he made every nation of men, 

that they should inhabit the whole earth; and 

he determined the times set for them and the 

exact places where they should live.  God did 

this so that men would seek him and perhaps 

reach out for him and find him though he is 

not far from each one of us.  Acts 17:26-27 
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Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Above, left:   Stonoha Family  
 (Nick, Hannah, Sam, and Emma) 

Above, right: Mitchell Family  
 (Pete, Jami, Luke, and Mackenzie) 
 
Right:  Crystal Ives 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@neighborhoodchurch.com.  I have some helpful 

material I want to send you that will further help you grow in 

your relationship with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Colson Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haylie Barkley 
Worship Arts 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leroy Gadsden 
Kid’z Ministry 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Pastor 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-3001 x213 
EM:  Manuel@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 

 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Lanka 
Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
 
David Martinez 
Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Pastor 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Justin McElderry 
Pastor 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Messersmith 
Youth Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Pastor 
Kids Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 

Shawn Thomas 
Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 

 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Worship Arts 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Pastor 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
and Life Groups 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Ladies Thursday Bible Study 

Next Steppers Event 

All Church Focus 

BSF for Men and Women Begins 

New GriefShare Session Begins 

Back to School 

Cypress Community Festival 

Anti-Human Trafficking Presentation 

We endeavor to live and love like Jesus  as we compassionately 

relate to our community and beyond so that all will thrive as 

followers of Christ!  

For the Spirit God gave us does not 
make us timid, but gives us power, love, 

and self-discipline. 

2 Timothy 1:7 


