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Yep, It’s October and the Full-Blown Scent of 

Pumpkin Spice is in the Air! 

Actually, the wafts of pumpkin spice started back mid-August this year. 

That’s almost a month earlier than last year.  Now it’s everywhere.  I walked 

into our local grocery store and there was a whole section dedicated to 

pumpkin spice: pumpkin pancake and waffle mix, pumpkin spice short-bread 

cookies, fritters, and doughnuts, pumpkin spice Oreos, pumpkin spice 

granola, pumpkin spice tortilla chips, pumpkin spice flavored cream cheese, 

pumpkin spice flavored almonds, pumpkin spice peanut butter, and pumpkin 

spice KitKat chocolates.  There were also pumpkin laced potato chips, pop-tarts, coffee, muffins, Nestles baking chips, 

marshmallows, cereal, hot chocolate, Hershey’s Kisses, and of course pumpkin spice room sprays, candles, and air 

fresheners.  I even saw pumpkin spice hand lotion, shampoo, and deodorant!?!  There were even pumpkin spice dog 

treats??!  What is our world coming to?  Maybe in all the turmoil of the pandemic, elections, and polarizing issues , we 

can all find some kind of unity and belonging in pumpkin spice.  Or not! 

For our family, our pumpkin flavored tradition is my wife, Kristi’s incredible, amazing, you-can’t-eat-just-one chocolate 

chip pumpkin cookies.  They not only taste remarkable, but they bring back all the fun memories of this time of the 

year with our family and now with our much larger family. 

Well, way more than pumpkin spice, October is one of those months to look forward to all the upcoming holidays like 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, and other fun family times that October and the rest of the year brings.  These are 

precious and wonderful moments to make memories and enjoy adventures as a family.  Not just our immediate or 

extended family, but with God’s family and this local expression of God’s family, the church.  This October, here at 

Neighborhood Church, we have great adventures of serving, wonderful moments with our Life Groups (small group 

Bible studies), an all-church lunch, and fun events with our kids and students.  

We would love for you to be part of this fun church family.  That’s why we create this monthly magazine.  We desire to 

help you in your plans for spiritual growth, your interactions with God, and your connection to His family, the church. 

We really want to help you thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.  

Our prayer and hope for you is to take in the information in this magazine and make some plans to get involved in 

what is going on around here, connect with others, but mostly connect with God.   

Enjoying some pumpkin spice along with you this October, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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God’s Faithfulness 

THE HEALING 

In 1984, I accepted a call to be the lead pastor of a church where I was following the 

founding pastor, who had been there for 30 years.  This proved to be a very difficult 

situation, as I was never fully accepted as pastor of the church.  At some point, this led to 

depression and despair.  I was on the verge of going over a cliff emotionally and felt I 

might have to leave the pastoral ministry forever.  But I thought the Lord had called me 

into the ministry.  Did I hear Him right?  Why was I so well-accepted in my first church, 

and so roundly rejected here?  And where was God in all this, anyway?   

Then something happened at the church picnic (which I believe was near Labor Day).  I 

was trying to run out a grounder at the softball game, and I pulled up lame.  It was 

something in my knee. I found myself dragging my leg behind me.  It had happened to the other knee a few years 

before, and it took a year of limping around before it healed.  Just what I needed when I was ready to fall apart 

anyway.  Now I was really depressed. 

A few days later, Margo (a church member who had been supportive) came into my office.  How are you doing?  I 

poured out my tale of woe.  She listened sympathetically.  Then she said, I'm going to make you an offer you can't 

refuse.  You and Beth are going to go with me to a healing meeting tonight at a nearby church.  But I have a committee 

meeting tonight—and who will watch our kids?  She answered, I will call the committee chair and explain why you 

cannot come tonight.  And my husband (Jerry) will watch your girls.  So Beth and I went to a healing meeting with 

Margo that night.  Jerry watched our girls, and the dog ate his supper.   (Snoopy was such a brat.)    

The worship was uplifting.  The message was about Joshua following Moses as leader of Israel, with all the struggles 

and self-doubts that involved.  The message was aimed by God directly at me and was a perfect fit to my situation.  It 

was full of reassurance and encouragement.  “I will go with you,” said the Lord to Joshua and to me.      

Then came time for the physical healing.  The pastor asked people to raise their hands if they wanted healing, and then 

encouraged a group of people to gather around each of us.  He gave a brief talk to stir up our faith for God's healing.  

Then I told the people in our group about my knee problem and my depressed spirits.  They gathered around me and 

laid hands on me.  Prayers were offered up for me.  I felt a warm tingly sensation in my knee.  WHAT IS THIS?  I HAD 

NEVER FELT ANYTHING LIKE THIS BEFORE.  Then the pastor instructed all who had been prayed for to do whatever we 

could not do before.  If you could not walk right, get up and walk, and then run up and down the aisles.   

I stood up and began to walk—without a limp.  I can't begin to tell you how excited I felt!  Can this really be?  Am I 

really healed?  So then I began to run up and down the aisles.  NO DOUBT ABOUT IT—I AM HEALED!  GOD HEALED ME 

AND I EVEN FELT IT.  THIS WAS A MIRACLE!  THANK YOU GOD!  I was overwhelmed with amazement and joy.  In theory, 

I had always believed in God's power for healing.  But this was different—I had just experienced it! 

As I later reflected on this, I was amazed and delighted that God really cared about me personally.  He knew about my 

situation, and he stepped in to help me.  Not only did he heal me physically; he healed my spirit.  I was delivered from a 

nervous breakdown (or whatever they call it these days).  I was able to go on with confidence and power.  And it was 

not lost on me that God thereby confirmed his call to ministry for me:  Your call is real, dude.  You're not getting out of 

it, or washing out of it.  Stand up like a man of God, and go forward!  And I will be with you.   
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God’s Faithfulness 

These were just the short-term results.  There were also some major long-term results:   

 1.  More than ever, I believed in supernatural healing by the power of God, and it has been part of my ministry 

ever since.  And yes, there have been people who have been healed by God when I have laid hands on them and 

prayed.   

 2.  Whenever doubts creep into my mind, I remember this healing!  For instance, after I retired, I was reflecting 

on my years of ministry.  And this awful doubt came into my mind.  Did I waste my life by giving it to this religion 

stuff?  What if it is not real?  What if God is just a figment of our imagination?  And I just gave my whole life to 

this!  But THEN I REMEMBERED THIS HEALING, that tingly warm feeling and then running around like a crazy 

man.  NOPE.  I DID NOT WASTE MY LIFE.  GOD IS REAL. CHRISTIAN FAITH IS REAL.  My only mistake may have 

been not giving myself more whole-heartedly to God's service.  And letting myself get discouraged at times.  Oh 

well—we are human!  

  - Bob Vroon 

Great 

is thy 

faithfulness 
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God’s Faithfulness 

God Is Faithful - But Am I “Full of Faith”? 
 

 

Oh wow, what a convicting question!  As I started to write this article, that 

thought came to me and it stopped me cold. Am I faithful, full of faith, when 

it comes to my relationship with Jesus?  And I have to be honest with the Lord 

and with you readers – I am not always faithful.  I have been a Christian for 

many years and like all believers, there have been times in my life when I’ve 

experienced spiritual highs.  God has done amazing things and I rejoiced and 

couldn’t wait to tell others.  But there have also been times when terrible 

things have happened and I was fearful, desperate, and very discouraged.  

Where was my faith during those awful times?  Did I lose my faith or forget 

God or stop believing in Jesus?  Absolutely not!  

God knows our weaknesses, our vulnerabilities, and our shortcomings, but He 

loves us despite them.  And for that I am truly thankful.  The Psalms express it 

perfectly: 

“For He Himself knows our frame.  He is mindful that we are but dust.  As for 

man, his days are like grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes.  When the wind has passed over it, it is no more; 

and its place acknowledges it no longer.  But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those 

who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant, and who remember His 

precepts to do them.” Psalm 103:14-18 

At those times when I feel I fail God, He lifts me up with His word, through communication in prayer, and 

encouragement from His people.  He has promised to never leave us or forsake us.  And I have faith, I trust with my 

entire being, that it is true.  Back in high school I gave my heart to Jesus and that can never be undone.   

I love Romans 8:38 & 39 –  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Faith is allowing the Holy Spirit to do His job in our lives – to be our helper, our interceder, our comforter, our enabler, 

our wisdom giver, our renewer, and so much more.  Yielding to Him day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment 

allows His power and peace to continually flow through us, strengthening our faith.  Faith that will be able to confront 

the devil and his lies, faith to keep going when we don’t understand what God may be doing, faith to look forward to 

our heavenly rest one day.  

Sometimes I get so busy.  I need to slow down and remember God’s faithfulness all through my life.  When I take the 

time to do that, He builds me up, my faith is increased, and that pleases Him. 

 - By Ellen Kabelitz, Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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God’s Faithfulness 

Find Us Faithful 

These lyrics quoted two years ago are still true today as we celebrate our 52nd anniversary: “And 

if it wasn’t for God’s mercy and His grace, there’s no way we would be standing in this place.  But 

because He has been faithful every step along the way, here we are. . .together.”  Steven Curtis 

Chapman.  (FaceBook post 8/30/21).   

When these lyrics came to mind two years ago, causing Terry’s lip to quiver, we sat on the church 

platform in Phoenix graduating from seminary together in 2019.  It was an Ebenezer event of 

God’s faithfulness to us.  

Words of God’s truth grab and cling to the soul when put to music.  For us, music has been a continuous stream 

throughout our lives from childhood to present.  Scripture from Handel’s Messiah was imprinted on my heart as a 

young child.  It’s no wonder Charles Wesley used music to teach theology to illiterate people through hymns that still 

today instruct us of God’s faithfulness.  As a young pastor’s wife in our first ministry, I learned to love and appreciate 

the words to the hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness.  It was sung every week after the offering, reminding us of God’s 

relentless love, patience, provision, and protection, “. . .morning by morning new mercies I see.”  

I suggest we sing (or listen to) Steve Green’s song, “Find Us Faithful” until the lyrics become our own.  As followers of 

Christ, “. . .let us run the race not only for the prize, but as those who've gone before us.  Let us leave to those behind 

us, the heritage of faithfulness passed on thru godly lives. . .O may all who come behind us find us faithful, may the fire 

of our devotion light their way.  May the footprints that we leave, lead them to believe, and the lives we live inspire 

them to obey. . .O may all who come behind us find us faithful.” 

 - Patsy Lambert 

 

Together (SC Chapman)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0nk3SaSsxQ 

Great is Thy Faithfulness  https://youtube/2eQ1oal44wU 

Find Us Faithful (Steve Green) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKT5BCmvmq0 
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God’s Faithfulness 

Our God Is Incredibly Faithful 

I have prayed to be able to share how I see and experience God’s faithfulness in my life. I feel I 

could write a novel on this subject. 

In the same way that GOD so often told HIS people to obey HIM and HE will bless them - that 

same principle is true today.  I have seen it in my life!  But God’s faithfulness is not based only 

on my obedience.  HE is faithful no matter what!  That is who HE is! (2 Timothy 2:13)  I am just 

fully convinced that I am better able to recognize HIS faithfulness when I am living out my love 

for HIM by obeying HIS word. 

Matthew 5:44  Love your enemies. 

Years ago, I had a neighbor that qualified under Jesus’ description in Matthew 3:4 to be my enemy.  She regularly 

would walk down to my house and tell me “You are a bad mom.”  Our sons were best friends. 

My favorite episode was when she marched down and said, among her many criticisms, “I’m glad I’m not a Christian 

and let everyone walk all over me!”  I wanted to say, “Lady, you are the ONLY one trying to walk all over me!” but I was 

focused on Christ and determined to love her with patience and manners and ever a forced smile.  (If you study I 

Corinthians 13:4-8 you will notice that love is all action and not necessarily feelings.  Feelings are just the cherry on an 

ice cream sundae.) 

I was in for over a decade of derision from this neighbor.  During this time was the death of her mother.  I prepared 

food, and sat and listened to her cry.  What I remember most about this time was her comment that she didn’t care 

when my mother died.  I stand in awe of God’s protection of my heart and soul.  His faithfulness, as I was inspired to sit 

and listen to her pain, in His name.  Although I remember that comment, it does not hurt, which surprises me 

considering how sensitive I can be.  His faithful protection is real! 

Again, I came with food and paper goods when her son, my son’s best friend, died suddenly in a motorcycle accident.  

God’s purpose for my life, to extend His love and kindness, did not seem to redirect her critical heart anywhere else.  I 

felt like I was still her prime target. 

Years later, this neighbor contracted cancer.  My son told me, but I was pretty busy.  As time went on, I made all sorts 

of excuses not to visit her and see how she was doing.  I had not one positive memory of her and a LOT of negative 

ones. 

One day her husband was driving her somewhere and I was out in our front yard.  They stopped in front of our house.  

To me, this was an obvious invitation from God to be loving whether I felt like it or not.  I walked up to their car and she 

said to me, “I miss our conversations.”  I am guessing my mouth must have just hung open with shock because I did not 

miss our so-called conversations at all! 

I did offer to make them meals - once.  They said no.  I was shamefully content with that answer. 

I continued to struggle to love my neighbor.  My feelings for my neighbor often had little to do with how I had planned 

to please God with my actions. 
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God’s Faithfulness 

I had seen her in her front yard.  I thought she must be doing well with the cancer.  She looked strong to me.  She 

came to me one day and stood on my porch and asked me to promise to be there for her daughter.  I was 

flabbergasted!  Me?  The most imperfect mother she knows?  I said, “Of course,” thinking. . .is she serious?  Besides, 

she looked so strong and healthy. 

One Monday I was on my knees talking to God and out of excuses.  He made it plain to me that He wanted me to visit 

her.  I did not go skipping down the street.  In fact, I walked slowly, praying that God would shield her from my 

judgment.  (I am told that my face is rather easy to read.) 

I got to my neighbor’s house and I was welcomed in.  She acted like we were best friends!  To make a long story short, 

she just wanted to hear about Jesus!  I probably gave her two Sunday School lessons right then and there.  I love 

sharing the Word of God!  Each Monday, the one day I didn’t have my grandkids, I would walk down and share more 

of Christ and pray with her. 

She was obviously seeking more of God, and it was also obvious to me that God must have pursued her heart with 

more faithful servants than just me.  Here I see more of God’s faithfulness to His Word, as I had prayed to bless my 

enemy with His presence in her life! 

I was able to visit and share Christ with her on four Mondays.  On the Friday after our last meeting, I ended up without 

grandkids so I decided to walk down and visit her.  I ran into her brother and asked how she was.  He looked at me and 

said that she had died.  I was stunned!  She looked strong to the end!  Her strength was no doubt more evidence of 

Christ’s faithfulness in her life.  I walked back to my house and I got down on my knees and cried!  I apologized to 

Jesus for not going to visit her sooner than a month ago.  We could have been friends and true neighbors longer.  Her 

family told me at the memorial that she had looked forward to my visits. (I stay in touch with her daughter to this 

day.) 

I look at all that and see God’s amazing faithfulness.  I was blessed with that month even after times of being less than 

faithful myself. 

I chose this story because of the length of time that I needed to be faithful and love my enemy no matter what in 

obedience to God’s Word.  When I do that, I am able to see more of His incredible faithfulness. 

I could go on and on. . .but just let me assure you, all my “stories” are based on knowing His words are true and 

trustworthy enough to live them out.  Our God is so incredibly faithful! 

“But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you and will protect and guard you from the evil one.”  
2 Thessalonians 3:3. 

 - Nancy Howard 
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God’s Faithfulness 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

God gave me the perfect opportunity and privilege to witness His faithfulness 

through the life of my wonderful husband Thomas Neil Ungeheier.  All I ever 

wanted was to love and be loved by a good man.  Tom was God’s undeserved gift 

to me!  He was faithful, and loved and cared for me in ways that no other man ever 

did or wanted to.  We went everywhere together and did everything together.  He 

was very practical, but also a romantic and kept this side of himself very private.  

He stood by me all during my breast cancer surgery and treatments in 2012, and 

took notes on how to do household chores so I would get the rest I needed to 

recover.  He went with me to all my doctor appointments and prayed for good results before every visit.     

He was a wonderful spiritual head of household who never gave up on me, though I didn’t make that job easy for him.  

He shared his love of God’s word with me, and was the one who led me to salvation and a relationship with Jesus that I 

never had before, despite my questionable motives to go back to church with him.    

When I finally submitted to His authority, Tom observed things going on in my life that were not honoring to the Lord.  

Through his guidance, I was able to make many changes for the better in my actions and attitudes. God literally worked 

miracles in my life through Tom.   

It brought me great joy to witness his faithfulness to the Lord and his courage, even in the face of suffering and death.  

Through his influence, I have become a much stronger Christian.  Through his example, I’ve learned to lean on and 

trust God more.   

Now you can see why I miss him so much, even though I know Jesus is with me and I’m still walking on the water with 

Him daily.  

Thank you, God, for the many years you gave me with my beloved husband.  I know you are rewarding your good 

servant in Heaven now for his devotion and faithfulness to you and to me!  I know without a doubt that I am truly 

blessed. 

It’s been almost two years since the Lord took Tom home and God is still faithful to me, showing Himself often through 

unexpected blessings and helping me follow the example of His servant Tom in reading and studying scripture.  Grief is 

not easy, but God continues faithfully to lead me through it, not around it, so that one day it will be complete.  I just 

realized a few weeks ago that God had a “better plan” for Tom and is giving me a “different plan” to follow now.  

Through His faithfulness, I am learning how to be the woman He created me to be.   

In the words of that beautiful hymn,  “All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto 

me.”    

 - Judy Ungeheier 
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When was a moment when 

you said,  

I know that was you, 

God. Thank you! 
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Prayer 

Falling Asleep on Jesus 

  

 

And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping.  And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one 

hour?  Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

Do you not hear The Good Shepherd's voice, our Lord Jesus, whispering down the corridors of time to your heart, mind, 

soul and spirit:  "So, could you not watch with Me one hour?"  

In Matthew 26:37-40, the meaning of "watch" is primarily physical.  Jesus was chiding the disciples for not remaining 

awake during the hour preceding His arrest.  But what Jesus next said to Peter had a deeper, spiritual meaning: "Watch 

and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing [i.e., intentions are good], but the flesh [mere 

human willpower] is weak'" (Matthew 26:41). 

It is spiritual watching coupled with prayer that gives one the strength to survive temptations and difficult situations.    

"Awake to righteousness, and do not sin" (1Corinthians 15:34).  Being awake is equated with righteousness and not 

sinning.  Paul was writing to the church at Corinth, which shows that even true Christians can be spiritually asleep to 

varying degrees.  (https://gospelandprophetcy.blogspot.com/2011/01/jesus-warning-to-watchjust-what-did-he.html) 

National Repentance 

Would you join us and pray for the next 40 days for National Repentance? 

Psalm 123: 2b-3  “. . .our eyes look to the Lord our God, until He has mercy upon us.  Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have 

mercy upon us. . .”   Let us individually and corporately awaken from our national slumber and pray for 40 days 

(October 3 - November 12, 2021)   
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Prayer 

Daniel, the prophet, understood the crucial importance of national repentance.  In his stirring prayer to the Father, he 

stated: 

 Daniel 9:4-19  “I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, 

Who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments,  we have sinned and 

done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from Your commandments and rules.  We have not listened 

to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people 

of the land.  To You, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which You 

have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against You.  To us, O Lord, belongs open shame, 

to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against You.  To the Lord our God belong mercy 

and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him  and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by walking in His 

laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets.   All Israel has transgressed Your law and turned 

aside, refusing to obey Your voice.  And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have 

been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against Him.  He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us 

and against our rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity.  For under the whole heaven there has not 

been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem.  As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity 

has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the Lord our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining 

insight by Your truth.  Therefore, the Lord has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the Lord our God 

is righteous in all the works that He has done, and we have not obeyed His voice.   And now, O Lord our God, Who 

brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for Yourself, as at this day, we 

have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

 O Lord, according to all Your righteous acts, let Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your 

holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a byword 

among all who are around us.  Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his pleas for mercy, 

and for Your own sake, O Lord, make Your face to shine upon Your sanctuary, which is desolate.  O my God, incline Your 

ear and hear.  Open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by Your name.  For we do not present 

our pleas before You because of our righteousness, but because of Your great mercy.  O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O 

Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for Your own sake, O my God, because Your city and Your people are called by 

Your name.” 

Again, that’s precisely what our heavenly Father is looking for, from each and every one of us.   And it hurts Him deeply 

when we substitute adoration for, and dependence upon, a flawed man-king in place of confession and repentance to 

Him, and a sincere call for His merciful intervention.  Everything has a time-limit on it, folks.  There’s a time to 

repent.  And then there comes a time when our heavenly Father won’t even listen to our repentance because 

we waited too long. . . 

So we pray... 

O Lord, according to Your Word, we enter Your courts with thanksgiving and praise (Psalm 100:4). 
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Prayer 

Most High God, Master and Creator of the Universe, we humbly bow before You and worship You with all of our heart, 

soul and mind.  We praise Your glorious name. 

2 Chronicles 29:11 “Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of Israel our Father, forever and ever.  Yours, O Lord, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 

Yours.  Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and 

You rule over all.  In Your hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all." 

And now we thank You, our God.  We are deeply grateful and thankful that You DO, indeed, hear the prayers of Your 

children.  “. . .The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)  We acknowledge the incredible 

right and privilege You have given us to walk directly into the Presence of the most Powerful and Effective force in the 

Universe and BOLDLY ask for assistance. 

The demons tremble at this privilege that You have afforded us through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Help us to fully take 

hold of the extent of this opportunity.  Forgive us for the times when we have not utilized this right effectively through 

lack of faith. 

Lord Most High, we are in dire need of Your assistance.  There are forces afoot that would attempt to destroy Your 

Creation–forces that seek to steal, kill and destroy Your Church.  You said that we would have life and have it more 

abundantly (John 10:10).  You said the gates of Hell would not prevail against your Church (Matthew 16:18).  For Your 

sake, O God, and based on the unfailing promises of Your Holy Word, do not let the forces of evil and darkness prevail. 

We ask that righteousness, peace and joy would abound so Your name would be honored and glorified.  We believe 

that both Israel and other “bridal nations” were founded expressly on Your power in their law and constitutions.  These 

types of countries were formed for Your glory—providentially placed under Your Covenantal Contract to be shining 

cities upon a hill whose Beacon Light was to guide freedom-loving people and other nations globally. 

We acknowledge our failure in the Body of Christ to live up to our side of the Covenant.  We have NOT lived as we 

should.  We have NOT obeyed all of Your commands.  We have NOT placed You first in our lives.  We confess that our 

nation is currently on a dangerous pathway towards the idolatry of Human Secularism which seeks to remove You from 

every aspect of our daily public lives.  In doing so, we have not only failed to follow in Christ’s footsteps to help “set the 

captives free,” but have become captives ourselves to a ungodly philosophy that will ultimately destroy the very 

foundations of our nation. 

O God, we sincerely repent of our personal and national sins.  We repent of the sins of omission as well as commission. 

These sins include idolatry, murder, anger, stubbornness, dishonesty, corruption, greed, sloth, lust, envy, compromise, 

fear, gluttony, gossip, hypocrisy, impurity, ingratitude, profanity, stealing, unforgiveness, untruthfulness, worldliness, 

worry, and the ultimate sin of pride.  We take no solace in the fact that some of us may not have personally embraced 

sins such as abortion or marriage redefinition BUT by apathy or indifference have allowed evil to flourish.  We have not 

followed Your Biblical mandate to submit to You, obey Your Holy Commandments, and resist the devil.  Nor have we 

had a zeal to repent which invites You to commune with us, enabling us to become overcomers who will sit with You 

on Your throne (Rev 3:19-21).  Instead of embracing righteousness we–individually, in our families and in our nations–

have performed evil acts.  We have fallen short of Your Glory, for which You have cursed our nations with drought and  
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Prayer 

pestilence and have opened our borders to the plunder of foreign armies.  Even with obvious signs in the stars, moon, 

sky and weather, we have not repented and returned our nation to You Lord in corporate repentance.  Instead, our 

leaders have vowed to rebuild out of their own strength thus raising a fist in defiance to Your judgments. 

Master, please have mercy on us.  We beg for Your grace and mercy.  We are undeserving of Your mercy but Your Holy 

Word says you are patient, kind, loving, merciful and longsuffering.  Please, because of who YOU are and not because 

of what WE are—hear our prayer and grant our petition this day.  We know You will hear from Heaven and will forgive 

our sins and heal our lands if we humble ourselves, pray, seek Your Face and turn from our wicked ways.  

Then may all the kingdoms of the world truly know that YOU are our God and that we have no other gods but You.  

May You get all the glory, honor and praise.  May Your Kingdom come quickly and may Your will be done here on Earth 

as it is in Heaven.  We pray this prayer with great expectancy, looking upwards for our ultimate Salvation when You will 

return to set things right forever and ever. 

WE PRAY THIS PRAYER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST/YESHUA, THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES, THE KING OF KINGS, 

AND THE LORD OF LORDS. 

 AMEN.     

http://www.dayofrepentance1.org/national-repentance-prayer/ 

 

Our Confidence 

And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us. And if 

we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of Him.          

1 John 5:14-15 

 

 

   

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

 

Let us pray for you, too!   

Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com) or the Connection Cards.           

The Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

Sometimes I wonder, is He faithful? 
Does He see me in my trouble, does He understand? 
Sometimes I question if He’s able. 
Can He rescue, can He save me again and again? 
But when I look back 
 
Did He move every mountain? 
Did He part every sea? 
Yes, He did so, Yes, He can! 
Did He defeat the darkness?  Did He deliver me? 
Yes, He did, so Yes, He can! 
 
Sometimes those voices try to tell me 
I’m forgotten, and I’ve fallen too far from His hands. 
But I know what kind of God He is 
And I’m trusting in His promises. 
I’m believing and I’m singing 
Yes He can! 
 
Cause I’ve seen too much now I can’t deny. 
He’s come through every single time. 
From beginning until the end 
He did, He will, He can! 
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Serving Our Church 

Engaged by God to Engage God and Others 
 
The God of the Bible is the Creator God. God created us to relate to Him and each other in harmony. Our sin has 

disrupted our relationship – with God and each other. Thankfully, the God who creates is also the God who saves. And 

He doesn’t just save us for heaven some day in the future; He has saved us here and now in Jesus, but He also saves us 

in order to change us. As we engage with God, He changes how we interact with others. Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

is an amazing book that gives us both a grand vision for who Jesus is, and also for how we can relate to others, from 

around our own dinner tables to the ends of the earth.  

 
All Church Focus will include: 

• Studying the book of Colossians on Sundays 

• Online devotional through Colossians 

• Reflective guide through Proverbs to learn the wisdom of how to live day-to-day 

• Service Opportunity for each campus (Cypress - see Page 25) 

• Spiritual Formation Day 

All Church Focus 
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Serving Our Church 

Baptisms 

It’s my delight to introduce how we celebrate new life in Christ through baptism!   You see, at the end of Jesus' ministry 

here on earth, He inspired, encouraged, and commissioned His followers. Matthew records how Jesus told all His 

followers, in Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit..."  It's like Jesus was saying, “Tell everyone, anyone, about Me, invite them to 

follow Me too, and baptism's going to be a big part of it…” 

Why?  Well, did you know Jesus was baptized?  All four Gospel writers recorded it.  Why would sinless, perfect Jesus be 

baptized by His crazy cousin John?  Because it showed His love for and obedience to His Father.  Jesus leads us by His 

own example.  So, in the same way, baptism doesn’t clean us up or make us more holy.  It’s an acknowledgement that 

God already does that.  Baptism in water like this doesn't make us Christ-followers: it proves we already are.  

Paul also described baptism in Romans 6:3-4 “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”  So, as we die to self, and are 

raised with Christ, baptism is an outward symbol of an inward reality.  

It’s like my wedding ring.  Wearing this ring doesn’t make me married.  Instead, it’s a symbol of my commitment, my 

relationship, my loyalty to my wife.  Like this wedding ring, baptism is a symbol of our commitment, our relationship, 

our loyalty to God.  

This all brought us to celebrate with Josh Inavolu and Danielle Smith!  They have chosen to publicly proclaim their joy 

in, allegiance to, and love for Jesus by being baptized!  

 - Pastor Kerry 
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Serving Our Church 

Memory Verse 

“Do you not know?  Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 

 Isaiah 40:28 NIV. 

Joshua 1:9 

Pastor Victor 

introduced us to a 

jingle and hand 

movements to help 

us memorize the 

month’s verse. 

If you would like to 

hear and learn this 

verse with us, find 

Neighborhood  

Church Cypress on 

YouTube. 
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Serving Our Church 

All-Church Lunch 

At Neighborhood Church, we endeavor to live and love like 

Jesus as we compassionately relate to our community and 

beyond so that all will thrive as fully-functioning followers of 

Christ!  We aim for this through our various “ends”:  Worship, 

Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the Hurting. 

This year, we are especially championing the idea of Belonging.  

We want people to experience Biblical fellowship,  unity, love, 

and connection (John 15:12).  We have been fostering 

belonging in many ways here in our church family, and on 

August 29 we were excited to offer a new way:  a free All-

Church Lunch! 

Over 250 people from all of four branches came together for a 

friendly and casual lunch on our Cypress campus patio and in 

the gym.  A team of various volunteer cooks smoked 

homemade pulled pork.  Pastor Lorena and students provided 

sno-cones and cotton candy.  A team from our Los Alamitos 

campus served the ingredients for our pulled pork sandwiches 

and kept us refreshed with various drinks.  A crowd favorite 

was Pastor Manuel’s sister, Leticia, who made and cooked 

fresh tortillas that were both fun to watch and delicious to eat. 

An inflatable bouncer and slide delighted kids for two hours, 

and many people lingered around tables eating, laughing, and 

enjoying time together.  Many new guests, who have only 

attended our church for a few weeks, came and enjoyed 

meeting new friends at the lunch.  God is great! 

We would like to thank the dozens of volunteers who made 

this lunch possible through shopping, preparing, setting up 

seating, cooking, planning, serving, and packing up.  This 

community event was a hit for so many, and we look forward 

to hosting more in the future. 

If you would like to get involved with our fun teams who will 

make our next All-Church Lunch possible, please join us by 

emailing me at Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 - Pastor Kerry 
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Serving Our Church 

Food          Fun          Fellowship 

Join us for our next All-Church Luncheon! 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 24! 
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Serving Our Church 

2021-22 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Martinez, Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams, Tony Birge (chair), Dave Crotteau, 

Mike Ladewig, and Pastor Terry Lambert. Not pictured: John Montanye 

  

 

To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people, but is also 

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which you have 

proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else. 

II Corinthians 9:12-13 
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Serving Our Church 

A Short Update from the Trustees of Neighborhood Church 

I am incredibly blessed to work with a great group of people on the Trustee Board here at Neighborhood Church!  We 

have a great team that love the Lord and are seeking to be good stewards of God’s house.  Although the past year and 

a half has been challenging, we have continued to work on a number of projects around the church.  One of these 

projects has been the church sign out by the street in front of the church building.  For those of you who don’t know 

the history of what happened, on November 7, 2020 during a high wind event on a Saturday afternoon, our old sign 

blew down and landed across the sidewalk and part way into Ball Road.  Fortunately, nobody was hurt.   

After the process of filing a claim with our church insurance and getting the old sign hauled away, we began the 

process of contacting different sign companies for bids and working with the City of Cypress.  It was thought we would 

only be allowed a low profile monument sign to replace the old sign, but thankfully we were blessed to have a person 

within the city approval process that was sympathetic to our situation and allowed us to have a freestanding sign 

replacement.  We were asked to scale down from some of the original dimensions, but we were pleased with what 

they finally approved.  We praise the Lord that most of the cost of the new sign was covered by the amount we 

received from the insurance claim from the old sign.  (See photos below of the progression from the old to the new 

sign). 

             

Another project that will hopefully be done by the time this article is published is the painting of the church building. 

The picture below is from the day they started prepping the building.   

 

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Lord and to the ministry of Neighborhood Church.  As trustees, it is our desire 

to be good stewards of His resources and to bring glory and honor to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!     

 - Tony Birge 
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Serving Our Church 

2021-22 Elder Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Nick Stonoha, Jeff Harabedian, Jim Passmore, 
Pastor Mike McKay 

Back Row (left to right): John Paris, Steve Ellis, Doug Ferguson, 
Wayne Alves (Chair) and Paul Lacombe 

Not Pictured:  Lance Peterson 

 

 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

Our elders continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better 

ways to measure our progress towards fulfilling each of them: Worship, Belong, Grow, Serve, Reach, and Help the 

Hurting.  They enjoy regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and appreciate the opportunity 

to pray with and for them.  

If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is giving, give generously.  If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

Romans 12:8 
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Serving Our Church 

Mark Ryan Retires as Head of Security 

We have a covert group of volunteers in our church.  Actually, they are not covert, just very low-key.  It is our 

extremely capable and faithful Security Team.  And this month there is a significant transition taking place. 

Seven years ago, Mark Ryan, a Captain in the LAFD (Los Angeles Fire Department), realized a need for increasing the 

security of our church.  Many stories had surfaced about other churches who had experienced unsafe circumstances 

and episodes.  So Mark formed and began to train a group of volunteers who could help our church be safer.  Our 

Security Team is equipped and trained to respond to any kind of unsafe situation thanks to Mark.  It has been seven 

years of dedication that has made this group of volunteers into a team of safety experts, who protect us, most of the 

time when we don’t even realize it.  And Mark has been the main impetus and leader of that team. 

Now Mark is retiring from the Fire Department and has plans to move to Tennessee.  He has already transitioned the 

leadership of the Security Team to Dave Martinez, but as a grateful church, we want to thank and honor Mark for his 

foresight, expertise, and dedication to the Security Team and to Neighborhood Church.  It has been seven years of 

sometimes hidden safety, but a legacy of security that will continue on because of the investment Mark has made.  

With gratitude we thank you, Mark, and wish Father-God’s continued blessing on your service in this next chapter of 

your life.  

 - Pastor Terry 
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Serving Our Church 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We have seven front doors and 

we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome families and guests to our church. This has become a part 

of our “Church Signature,” as people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 minutes if you could do both 

services on one Sunday. 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman  (714) 952-3001 x224 or Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, help people to their seats, 

answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our 

team! 

Contact: Mark Ancheta  (714) 350-9396 or manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or EMS.  Times and hours 

are flexible. 

Contacts: David Martinez trusteemartinez@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Worship Arts -  Join the tech team today!  Sign up on the church website or contact Pastor Victor. 

Contact: Pastor Victor Victor@neighborhoodchurch.com 



31 

 

Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the ministries of the church 

and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library 

collection contains both informational and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  

Materials are available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

The Library will be open between gatherings (10:15-10:45am) on Sunday. 

However, the Library will be closed on Sunday, October 24. 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

Also, if you would like to volunteer in the library, please call or text Joanne Ladewig at (714) 489-3206. 

 

 

 

 

Help us honor our wonderful pastors this month by sending a note of appreciation!  We have note cards available in 

the lobby: write your own and mail it to the church (6143 Ball Rd. 90630) or send an email (see the last page of this 

magazine).  Let them know how you appreciate all they do for us! 
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Serving Our Community 

Howdy Folks! 

The Cypress Community Festival takes place this year in 
October.  It celebrates the incorporation of the City of 
Cypress, originally known as Dairy City.  There were actually 
more cows than people! 

Neighborhood Church has an opportunity for you to serve 
and bless the people of Cypress and surrounding 
neighborhoods by providing a free bottle of cold water and 
glow necklaces (at night) to those attending the festival. 

 

Saturday, October 9 
2pm - 10pm 

How can you participate? 

• Donate a case (or two) of water bottles.  These can be delivered to church Monday-Thursday, 9am-4pm 
or on Sundays 

• Donate money to purchase glow necklaces 

• Help us set up/tear down the Neighborhood Church booth and transport water, tables, chairs, and 
canopy 

• Staff our booth and hand out water and glow necklaces 

 

JOIN US!  

Watch for more details! 
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Serving Our Community 

 

We are excited to announce the  

2021 Cypress City’s Mayor’s Prayer Gathering 

Please register to attend! 
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Serving in Missions 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Romans 12:12 

 

 

Serving Displaced Peoples 

Tom and Gayle Shook 

Thomasandgayle@gmail.com 

714-325-9003 

EFCA/All Peoples 

 

 

When Ministry and Life Collide 

We have been planning a vision trip to several refuge works since before COVID.  Never in our wildest dreams would 

we have imagined to still be planning.  We had hoped to have purchased tickets, but as we were waiting for our 

organization’s final permission, life happened. 

My dad has been diagnosed with metastasized cancer.  We have spent the last week driving down to Palm Desert, on 

Google Duo, and in the hospital visiting my dad and stepmom.  We have made the decision to postpone our trip until 

January 2022.  God has given us this opportunity to be with my dad to help. 

As God made clear to postpone the overseas trip, He has opened doors in ways we wouldn’t have imagined. 

Home for Refugees 

Prior to COVID we met with the founder of Home for Refugees and was excited about a potential partnership.  Now 

with God bringing precious Afghans to our doorstep, we are moving forward!  Get ready for a wild ride! 

VOR 

We have been working closely with VOR in Anaheim.  They have a greater need and opportunity now than ever before 

to reach refugees for Christ.  Want to help? 

 

We are excited about the opportunity we have with the EFCA to be a part of a team reaching out to immigrants and 

refugees.  May we glorify God! 
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Serving in Missions 

New Campus, New Students, New Opportunities 

In August, our entire family tested positive for COVID-19.  The kids recovered in 

just two days.  Holly took a full two weeks, and Matt, getting pneumonia, took 

a good month.  We recovered just in time for the kids to start 1st and 2nd 

grades and for Holly to begin a new semester of seminary and started a new 

ministry on a new campus, Huntington University Arizona. 

Huntington University is one of the top universities for media arts with many 

awards in film, graphic design, and animation.  Though the school is a 

“Christian” school, over 50% of the students do not identify as Christians but 

attend due to the prestige of the school in the field of media arts.  The university called Holly over the summer and 

asked if she would come and be a presence on campus. 

With the entire support and promotion of the faculty and staff, Holly has even been given an office to meet with 

students.  She will be training students who are believers in evangelism and discipleship, while also meeting with 

students who want to know how to have a personal relationship with God.  At first, Holly thought she would be 

working alone, but she met a young man, Lonnie, who just came back from serving overseas with Cru and is excited to 

jump in and serve with her on the campus.  There are also two faculty members,  RuthAnn (who served with Wycliff 

for 45 years) and Jim (who is one of the theology professors on campus) who will be joining Holly and Lonnie to 

minister to the students on campus. 

During the first week to meet the students, we gave away over 100 Christian books so that we could meet them and 

have them fill out a spiritual interest survey.  September is critical.  Please pray that we get to follow-up with spiritually 

interested students and that we find students who want to learn how to be spiritual influencers on their campus.  We 

are heading to our Fall get-away Retreat in mid-October and are praying students will come and invite their non-

believing friends, too. 

Please also pray for Holly as she balances three seminary classes and campus ministry.  Pray for Matt as he continues 

to create websites and ministry videos to further train our staff and students. 

 - Matt and Holly Melton 
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Teaching Our Children 

Don’t forget Sunday School every week at 9:00am and 10:45am (infants - 6th grade) 
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Teaching Our Children 



38 

 

Discipling our Students 
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Discipling our Students 
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Sharing Our Lives 

 

 

Join a Life Group! 

With many Life Groups all throughout our local neighborhoods, God is working to 

connect and grow people here! 

Many of our Life Groups still have space for new members to join.  Check out our website 

and click on any of the upcoming Fall Season groups (September—November) to learn 

more and start connecting, belonging, and growing with others. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

KELLOG 
Sundays  10:45am-Noon 
Online / Cypress Campus 

JONES 
Mondays  7:00pm-8:30pm 
Online 

SLAGLE  
Tuesdays  2:00pm-3:30pm 
Long Beach 

BIRGE 
Sundays  4:00pm-6:00pm 
Cypress Campus 

LACOMBE 
Sundays  10:30am-12:30pm 
Cypress Campus 

VROON / PARIS 
Sundays  7:00-9:00pm 
West Garden Grove 
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Sharing Our Lives 

KOVACIK / BRIGHT 
Wednesdays  6:45pm-8:15pm 
Cypress Campus 

RIMLAND 
Thursdays  9:00am-11:00am 
Cypress Campus 

LANKA 
Fridays  7:00pm-9:00pm 



43 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Parents!   

While Pastor Jon invests in your students at Youth Group, parents Daniel and 

Lori Rhodes invite you to join other parents of students at the same time: 

Tuesday Nights 

7:00-8:30pm 

Cypress Campus 

Relax, connect, relate, or even explore questions about parenting teens and find 

answers together. 
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Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one another and 

fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, October  5 

Our Hostesses:   Dot Slagle and Beverly Hayworth 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one another through 

teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), Janis Lacombe, 

Jo Anne Sims, Helen Passmore, and Becky Howard.  We look forward to continuing to serve the 

women of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 

Ladies Bible Study - We are meeting weekly on Thursday mornings from 9:30am-11:30am, and studying the book 

of Ephesians. 

This group is open to all women who are new to Bible study as well as those who have made studying the Bible a 

regular part of their daily lives. 

Leaders: Lisa Rimland (714) 519-1879 

Day/Time: Thursdays, 9:30am 

Where: Room 2 
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Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group for you!  That is, if you are 

ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or 

find us in church.  Please join us at Dot Slagle’s home on October 23 at noon.  Dot, Julie Komulaine, and Ginny DeBois 

will be putting on a Soup Luncheon - so come hungry!  After lunch we will have Harvest Bingo and a devotional.  If 

you would like information on this fun-filled event, please contact: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time:  One Saturday each month 

Women’s Ministries 

Quiet Spirits - Need wisdom?  Proverbs has it and we are seeking it!  Come join us as we use the All Church Focus 

devotional book as the center piece of our lesson each week. 

We will start the class with a look at the passage from Colossians and the sermon notes, then spend most of our time 

in Proverbs.  The truths and struggle found in Proverbs make for a lively discussion and give us action steps to a wiser 

daily life. 

We have returned to our former 9:00am time and end the class around 10:15am.  Some stay to visit before going to 

the second gathering at 10:45am. 

Women of all ages are welcome!  Come grow in knowledge and wisdom with us! 

Leaders:   Jo Anne Sims at (714) 349-6650 

Day/Time:         Sundays at 9:00am 

Where:   Room 4 
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Sharing Our Lives 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  

Friday October 1 

7pm - 8:30pm 

Cost:  Free 

 

Women, high school and up, join us for a time of encouragement in the 

midst of the busyness of life and the things that might be weighing you 

down. 

This special evening will be a time of prayer - learning more how to pray 

and praying for one another, praise, worship, and fellowship.  And yes, 

of course, there will be some dessert! 

The event is free, but we need to know how many are coming.  So, 

please sign up in the church lobby or contact Susan Peterson at 

Susan@funplaces.com. 



47 

 

Sharing Our Lives 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Holiday Happenings. . .A Step Deeper 

Saturday, November 6 

9:30am - Noon 

 

LADIES - We have got something very special for you this year at our annual 

Holiday Happenings!  We are going to have our usual fantastic time of worship, 

fellowship, food, a few games, and some wonderful creative arts to make.  The 

latter includes your choice of metal stamping bracelets and necklaces (which make 

wonderful, personalized gifts!), painting pots and planting succulents, and a unique 

Christmas art project.  There will be some terrific baskets full of goodies that will be raffled off and a few “wow!” 

baskets for silent auction, too. 

This year we also have an incredible guest speaker, TJ Peterson, who is going to take us a step deeper as he shares 

about an issue that is occurring just “down the street,” as well as presenting an opportunity to make a difference in 

lives.  TJ works for Waymakers as a human trafficking victim advocate.  He works in Orange County, which is now one 

of the top places in the US that trafficking takes place.  Come to hear and learn about his work and his stories as he 

shares about some very real situations, people, and clients. 

If you are looking for a way to help out, to go a step deeper, there will be an opportunity for you to make a direct 

impact on lives.  TJ will share specific requests needed to help these women and men take the next step in their lives, 

whether it’s helping to purchase a computer, get a car, buy clothes for a job interview, money for a bus ticket, food, 

and more.  A Christmas tree will be decorated with beautiful glass crystal prism ornaments to purchase.  The crystal 

prisms catch the light, refract and reflect it, representing this campaign called Shine the Light - Shine the Light on 

human trafficking and its victims so that they might be free to shine their light to others.  All of the funds from the 

crystal ornaments go directly toward a specific person and that need.  TJ will have a space set up to talk with him 

more if you would like. 

An unusual blend of things to do?  Yes!  You are invited to come for all the reasons: Come to “just” be together, to 

laugh, to create, to let your mind and heart be stirred, and to participate in this amazing gathering time as we connect 

with one another and reach out to our community and beyond, in Christ.  

Admission to Holiday Happenings is $5.00 per person.  Each creative art is $5.00 to make and take.  All proceeds, 

including funds from the raffle and silent auction baskets, will go toward helping the trafficking victims.  The 

ornaments are a minimum of $10.00 each, up to whatever you choose to give. 

If you would like to help in other ways, we could use extra hands to set up for this event on the morning of and to 

bring food! 

There will be sign-ups in the church lobby or contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com for more information. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Raffle and Silent Auction Baskets—HELP! 

As you can see from the previous article in this Connections magazine, Holiday Happenings. . .A Step Deeper, Bloom 

Women’s Ministry is hosting a very special event!  To make it more special, we would like to offer attendees an 

opportunity to purchase tickets for raffle baskets and to bid on silent auction baskets.  We need YOUR help to fill these 

baskets up, please. 

What is the difference in the baskets, you ask? 

Raffle Baskets:  Brand new items that cohesively fit around a theme like date night, coffee outing, baby 

items, pampering, sports, or whatever else you can think of.  Do you have any items that would help 

make up a basket or items to make a complete basket?  Or, gift certificates?  Tickets for these baskets 

will be offered for $1.00 each 

Silent Auction Baskets:  These items are perhaps a little more on the upper end, or exceptional.  For 

instance, tickets to a special experience, a gift certificate for a get away or for a class of some sort, or 

whatever else you can think of and have to offer.  People will bid on the baskets starting at a set price 

and going up (hopefully!) from there. 

All proceeds from these raffle and silent auction baskets will go directly towards helping human trafficking victims. 

Please contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com if you have anything you would like to donate. 

And THANK YOU! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  We have begun the 2021-2022 study of 

The Unexpected King - Matthew’s Account of Jesus.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older come together to study the Bible, learn 

from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live for something larger 

than themselves.  In-person and online groups are available. 

BSF also has a great student program for boys and girls (1st - 12th grade) on 

Monday nights at 6:55pm for students attending with a member of the men’s 

study. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Main Worship Center   To Be Announced 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

Helpful Things for A Christian  
To Know About Counseling 

1. The Bible talks about bearing one another’s burdens, which is counseling. 

2. Counseling can help strengthen your faith in God. 

3. Not everyone who goes to counseling has a diagnosable disorder, and 

they are not crazy. 

4. The strongest and most effective Christians know that they need help 

from time to time. 

5. Counseling can help anyone learn something new, if they are willing. 

 

Please Reach Out If You Need Someone To Talk To! 
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  Come Join Us for 

The Full Celebrate Recovery Program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In September, we went back to having the full two-hour meeting in person on Thursday evenings.  Starting at 7pm, 
we have a “large group,” which includes worship, biblical lessons on recovery, testimonies, and more.  Then at 8pm 
we have “open share groups” where each person is given the opportunity to share and to be prayed for.   
 
Because the pandemic is still with us, we realize that some people are not ready to meet in person.  Thus, we are still 
offering a Zoom option for the second hour of the meeting (the open share groups).  Just let us know by 5pm on 
Thursday if you want an invitation to the Zoom. 
 
All of us have hurts, habits, or hang-ups.  When are you going to start working on yours? 
 
For more information or questions, please contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or at (717)-951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals 

addicted to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life 

when a loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always 

welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting - This weekly meeting utilizes the Big Book and 12 & 12  

(12 Steps & 12 Traditions) books for discussion and sharing of experience, strength, and hope in 

sobriety.  Anyone with a desire to stop drinking is welcome, but only alcoholics may participate. 

(This is a semi-closed meeting. You must call Rick to make an appointment before showing up.) 

 

Contact:  Rick (714) 826-9562 or Sam (562) 330-8736 

Day/Time:  Tuesdays, 6pm-7:00pm    

Location:  Room 4 

mailto:bob.vroon@verizon.net
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
                       Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our special event, “Surviving the Holidays,” will be happening Thursday, November 14th.  Save the Date! 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm in Room 2 

October 7   Stuck 

October 14   Lessons of Grief - Part 1 

October 21   Lessons of Grief - Part 2 

October 28   Heaven 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-based group and/or a 

one-on-one support ministry to help those going through or 

have gone through cancer along with their caregivers. We do not 

want anyone to go through cancer alone!  Please contact us and 

we will arrange various opportunities to get together and/or 

pray for you.   

Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

MEMORY VERSE 

Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord our 

God will be with you wherever you go. 

[lai, lai, lai, lai, lai 

lai, lai, lai, lai, lai 

lai, lai, lai lai, lai] 

Joshua 1:9 

 

 

Suzanne McElderry wrote a great jingle last month to help us memorize Joshua 1:9.  It 

was written in a mode the Jewish call Frigish which is used for Yiddish folk tunes in the 

17th and 19th century.  These tunes may or may not have words, may be fast or slow, 

but are always directed to God the Almighty.  They are very prayer-like in nature.  

Because God is so Holy and the Jews do not utter His actual name, they often use 

syllables so that their hearts and minds transcend the normal words (i.e., ai da didee 

dai, da didee dai dai dai!”) accompanied by clapping and any available instrument.  

(Thank you Lisa Rimland for the history/cultural lesson!) 

So, learning this jingle for Joshua 1:9 will not only help you memorize the verse, it will 

transport you back to Joshua’s time, singing with God’s Chosen! 

 

Check out Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos on YouTube to join in and feel the beat with your feet! 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Ice Cream Cones in Church? 

When we began studying the New Testament after 

Easter 2020, I wanted to teach the kids, and the 

audience in general, some geography so they could 

better understand the life of Jesus as He moved 

throughout Israel during His 3-year ministry.   

I used the ice cream cone to help us understand 

that Israel is a 3-scoop cone made up of provinces 

or states (my analogy) of Judea, Samaria, and 

Galilee with a “blueberry drizzle” representing the 

Jordan River which flows into the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea from Mount Herman far in the north.  The idea is 

truly from the Holy Spirit as it popped into my head one day while I was going through my felt supplies for a 

completely different reason and came across these scoops which had been cut years before for a completely 

different project.  Just these three scoops remained. 

I continued to use the cone as we moved through the book 

of Acts tracing Paul’s journeys.  I added the large arrow to 

show how our cone/Israel fits into the large area of the 

world on a map of Paul’s journeys.  I have now brought it 

back to the Old Testament teaching about the Fertile 

Crescent and the journeys that Abraham and Jacob have 

made.  If you look closely at the video, you will see that a 

large arrow points from the one to a small red area on the 

map.  In Genesis the area is called Canaan after the 

grandson of Noah, and later, after Joshua conquers the land 

and it is divided among the 12 tribes or sons of Jacob, it will 

be called Israel.  Jacob was renamed Israel in Genesis 32 

when he wrestled with the man during the night. 

The educator in me tries to layer and add as much as I can into one lesson to broaden our understanding of how all 

these traditional Sunday School stories fit together and are part of the greater picture of the Bible - the redemption 

and salvation of all people everywhere.  God’s heart is that all people have the opportunity to choose an eternity 

with God.  While we are still here on earth, we are to live as “devoted fans of God.” 

 - Christine Theodore 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Los Alamitos’ opportunity to serve for All Church Focus started even before the All Church itself started.  Serve Los Al is 

an annual event where the community gathers around some of the city’s many non-profit organizations to give them 

an extra hand.  Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos sent a small but mighty team to Grateful Hearts, who provide food 

to families as well as running a thrift shop in Garden Grove.  Over the course of just a few hours, our team was able to 

sort all kinds of boxes that had been accumulating and get their contents to a place where they can really help people. 

Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos loves serving the neighborhood and looks forward to Trunk or Treat and Winter 

Wonderland coming up in the next few months. 

 - Pastor Justin 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Pastor Mike, Kristi, and  their grandkids are already enjoying picking and 

eating the apples from their tree.  But in addition to eating the apples, they 

made apple crisp, apple pies, and apple fritters.   

The recipes for these yummy desserts are on the following page. 
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Old - Fashioned Easy Apple Crisp 
from the Chunky Chef 

 
6 golden delicious apples, peeled and chopped 
2 Tablespoons granulated sugar 
1-3/4 teaspoon cinnamon 
1-1/2 teaspoon lemon juice 
1 cup light brown sugar 
3/4 cup old fashioned oats 
3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup cold unsalted butter, diced into small cubes 
Pinch of kosher salt 
 
Preheat oven to 350 F degrees. 

Butter an 8x8 baking dish or spray with non-stick 
cooking spray. 

In a mixing bowl, add chopped apples, granulated 
sugar, 3/4 tsp of the cinnamon, and lemon juice.  Stir to 
combine then transfer to prepared baking dish. 

In a separate mixing bowl, add topping ingredients 
(brown sugar, oats, flour, 1 tsp cinnamon, salt, and 
diced cold butter.)  Use a pastry cutter to cut the butter 
into the oat mixture, using a slight downward twisting 
motion until mixture resembled pea-sized crumbs.   

Spread topping over apples in baking dish and gently 
pat to even it out. 

Bake 40-50 minutes, until golden brown and bubbly. 

Serve warm and enjoy! 

 
 
 

Baked Apple Fritters 
from the Baker Mama 

 
1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup granulated sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg 
6 Tablespoons cold butter 
1 large egg 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
1 (6 ounce) container vanilla yogurt 
1 cup chopped apple (about 1 large apple) 
1/2 cup shredded apple (about 1 small apple) 
2 cups powdered sugar 
1/3 cup apple cider 

 
Preheat oven to 350 F degrees. 

Lightly spray two mini-muffin pans with non-stick 
cooking spray. 

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour, sugar, baking 
powder, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg.  Cut in the butter 
with a pastry blender or two knives until coarse crumbs 
form. 

In a small bowl, whisk together the egg, vanilla, and 
yogurt.  Add the yogurt mixture to the flour mixture 
and stir until well combined.  Fold in the chopped and 
shredded apples. 

Place a few teaspoons of batter in each muffin cup. 

Bake for 15 minutes until they just start to brown. 

Remove the fritters from the oven and turn the oven 
broiler on high.  Line two cookie sheets with 
parchment.  Transfer the fritters to the cookie sheets. 

In a small bowl, whisk together 1 cup powdered sugar 
and 4 tablespoons apple cider.  The glaze should be 
very thin.  Brush over each fritter and let it drip down 
the sides.   

Return the fritters to the oven and broil for 2-4 minutes 
until the glaze starts to caramelize the tops of each 
fritter.  Rotate the baking sheets every minute to 
ensure even caramelization.  Be sure to watch the 
fritters carefully to they don’t blacken and burn. 

Remove from the oven.  Whisk remaining powdered 
sugar and apple cider into leftover glaze until it’s 
smooth and thick.  Brush glaze evenly over broiled 
fritters.  Let set on cookie sheets until glaze hardens, 
about 15 minutes. 

Store in refrigerator. 

Reheat in microwave for 15-20 seconds or in the oven 
at 350 F for 5-10 minutes. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 



61 

 

EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-30010 x213 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection & 
Discipleship 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacob Messersmith 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shawn Thomas 
 

Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

Bloom Presents:  Prayer & Praise 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Cypress Festival 

Next Steppers Event 

Trunk or Treat 

All Church Luncheon 

Youth Halloween Outreach 

Main Office:  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 

It’s crazy how the 

presence of God can 

completely change 

your mood and your 

attitude in an instant.  

One worship song, one 

whispered prayer,  or 

one scripture verse can 

take you from the 

absolute worst mindset 

to a place of such 

peace and joy.  There’s 

nothing like the 

presence of God. 


