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Yay!  It’s May! 

Spring is in full swing as we anticipate summer and as more and more flowers open up, we as a state and county are 

opening up from the pandemic restriction.  It is wonderful to go out to eat, go to an amusement park, take in a movie, 

travel, even go to a sporting event.  Even at church, the restrictions for indoor attendance has been lifted.  It is all so 

refreshing, much like the freshness of the month of May!  Let’s celebrate! 

May is a wonderful month full of celebrations that, yes, will still require creative alternatives due to seeking safety as 

the pandemic subsides.  Celebrations like graduations, Mother’s Day, National BBQ Month, National Salad Month, 

National Chocolate Chip Day, Memorial Day, Cinco de Mayo, Children’s Day (South Korea), Star Wars Day (may the 4th 

be with you), Victoria Day (Canada), National Police Week, National Hamburger Month, Nurses Day, Teachers Day, and 

a whole lot more.  Great celebrations and times to honor, commemorate and appreciate those we love, still in creative 

ways.  

 May can be a great month to be creative in our interactions with others.  But in May we still can smile, laugh, reach 

out and bless others in a safe and physical-distance-friendly way.  

Here at Neighborhood Church, May has many opportunities to connect and grow in faith, just read through this 

wonderful Connections magazine and you will find an abundance of choices to have fun serving the Lord, have fun 

growing in your faith, have fun connecting and reconnecting to God, and have fun hanging out with friends in a safe 

way, and so much more, all to help us thrive as followers of Jesus. 

May is a wonderful month!  Let’s enjoy it as we seek to know Jesus more and encourage each other to thrive as we 

seek to live life His way.  

Having a great time with you in this fun month of May, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Celebrating Women 

Praising God Today 

I have seen God move a literal mountain when challenged to prove His existence.  I have see 

Him provide means to continue a task when failure seemed sure.  He has straightened 

crooked paths, and rescued at the absolute last minute (or perfect time) so there was no 

doubt it was HIM. 

He has lighted my path, given strength to keep going, and put things in motion decades 

before the day and time a need would be met. 

There is no one like my God.  He loves every soul He creates and has solved every obstacle to 

our ability to get to Him by sending Jesus Christ to pay our debt and redeem our souls.  He is faithful and just, patient 

and kind.  He punishes and protects like any good parent or friend.  He is all-powerful, all-knowing and because of 

Christ, He is my Friend. 

I’m just praising Him today! 

 - Valerie Birge 

God is our Refuge 

This sweet little pansy flower continues to bloom 

in an unexpected and uncomfortable place de-

spite being mowed over yesterday by the gar-

deners.  It was transplanted from my patio pot 

by either the breeze or a bird sometime ago, and 

comes back strong again and again. 

The word that comes to mind is RESILIENT.  

Many people that we know have struggled this 

past year - emotionally, physically, financially, 

and spiritually.  And some of those people are 

very close and dear to my heart. 

This tiny flower is a HUGE reminder that God is our refuge, strength, and encouragement in the good times and espe-

cially in the bad. 

 - Ellen  Kabelitz 
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Celebrating Women 

Why We Need Girlfriends 

Girlfriends are such a necessary part of being in community.  We need to seek out those who will encourage us and 

challenge us to grow and stretch.  Friendship is an important Biblical principle.  We were created for relationships.  The 

trinity is the ultimate example of relationships: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The scriptures are filled with stores of 

close friendships: Moses had Aaron and Hur; David had Jonathan; Paul had Silas and Barnabas, and Paul calls Timothy 

“my true son in faith” I Timothy 1:2. 

Proverbs 27:17 says “Iron sharpens iron so one man (or woman) sharpens another.” 

God’s church is referred to as His body, not a group of individuals.  So, from the beginning, we were created for 

community. 

Girlfriends take the pressure off our marriage.  Girls “get” each other in a way a man cannot.  Too often we women 

look to our husbands to meet needs that he was not created to meet.  This is unfair.  No one man can meet all of your 

needs.  We must look first to God to meet our needs and then to some girlfriends to encourage us.  However, be sure 

your closest friends are women who will push you to Christ and to your husband.  It’s easy to hang out with gals who 

“bash” their husbands. 

I remember complaining to my prayer partner about my husband.  “He’s not. . .he doesn’t. . .”  She listened to me.  She 

empathized with me, but then looking me in the eye she said, “What are you doing to move closer to your husband?”  

She got me!  That’s a good friend.  Her ultimate concern is that I am growing in my relationship with Christ and growing 

closer to my husband. 

Different types of girlfriends give us perspective.  If you are a mother of toddlers, you are likely sleep-deprived, 

unappreciated, and often unproductive.  If you are a mother of teens, you probably have many fears.  It’s a comfort to 

hang out with other women in your same season of life.  They understand when you text and say “I accomplished 

nothing today.  I feel like such a failure.”  Or “I’m worried about this child, please pray for me today.” 

These friends assure us that we are not alone.  They “get” our emotions, our fears.  And if they are in the same season, 

they are likely experiencing some of the same things. 

Friends who are ahead of you.  It’s vital to have a few older women in your life, women who have weathered many of 

the things you are in the midst of, or soon to experience.  One of the biggest requests I hear is from young women 

asking for an older woman to mentor them.  Being a mentor doesn’t mean you have it all together, you trust God with 

ease, or that you’ve “arrived.”  We never do.  Being a mentor means walking alongside, listening, understanding, giving 

hope and perspective, and always turning a friend towards the truth of scripture. 

Become a “Sandwich Woman.”  Friendships can be like a peanut butter sandwich.  Each of us is the peanut butter.  

The piece of bread on top represents an older friend while the bottom piece of bread represents a younger friend. We 

need an older person to pour into us, and we need to be pouring into someone younger than we are. 

We are called to reach out, to initiate.  It will feel awkward at first, but anything that’s new is by nature awkward.  God 

calls us to care for others.  Ask God to lead you to a person He wants you to care for. 
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Celebrating Women 

I Thank God All The Time 

As of today, I am in the final week of my second trimester of pregnancy.  It has been incredible, wonderful, difficult, 

and all the feelings in-between as I have grown this baby the Lord has entrusted me with.  As I reflect more on 

motherhood and pray for the ability to be the parent my future daughter needs,  I am reminded all the time of God’s 

unending patience and support as our perfect parent. 

I’m so grateful for the women in my life who have stepped up to be supportive, and I thank God all the time for the 

resources He’s provided through my community. 

“Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” I Thessalonians 5:11 

 - Anna Huang 
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Celebrating Women 

The Wonder of Bible Stories 

“But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their 

religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and 

grandparents for this is pleasing to God.”  I Timothy 5:4 

I am the Crazy Grand Mama, crazy for my 9-month-old granddaughter Ryleigh who is the 

light of my life.  She makes me laugh and smile so much I think I smile in my sleep.  She is 

always uppermost in my thoughts and I get to re-live the joys of parenting my daughter, 

Jacqueline during our precious visits.  I feel honored and proud to see the love, effort, and 

skill of parenting Ryleigh is receiving in her upbringing.  I praise God for technology, Skype, 

Zoom, cell phones, and the generosity of parents to include me, teaching Ryleigh to love 

me and make me part of her daily life. 

During our recent family visit, we sat down with Ryleigh and I read to her about Noah and the animals on the ark.  I 

believe God plants seeds of joy, hope, love, and trust in each child and it’s all in the Bible, in each and every story.  It’s 

important to remember that reading the Bible can be filled with wonder, anticipation, and curiosity. . .the Greatest 

Story every told! 

It warms my heart to see our young families at Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos, and each Sunday Christine 

Theodore recreates amazing stories from the Bible for our kids.  She injects the joy, wonder, and excitement into every 

story.  

May we all continue to read the Bible as a family with renewed wonder, joy, hope, and love. 

 - Lisa Rimland 
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Why Did God Make Moms? 
(The following answers were given by elementary school children.) 

Why Did God Make Mothers? 

1. She’s the only one who knows where the scotch tape is. 

2. Mostly to clean the house. 

3.  To help us out of there when we are getting born. 

 

How Did God Make Mothers? 

1. He used dirt, just like the rest of us. 

2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring. 

3. God made my mom just the same like he made me.  He just used bigger parts. 

 

What Ingredients are Mothers Made Of? 

1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and everything nice in the world and one dab of mean. 

2. They had to get their start from men’s bones.  Then they mostly use string, I think. 

 

Why Did God Give You Your Mother and not Some Other Mom? 

1. We’re related. 

2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people’s moms like me. 

 

What Kind of Little Girl was Your Mom? 

1. My mom has always been my mom and none of that other stuff. 

2. I don’t know because I wasn’t there, but my guess would be pretty bossy. 

3. They say she used to be nice. 

 

What Did Mom Need to Know About Dad Before She Married Him? 

1. His last name. 

2. She had to know his background.  Like is he a crook?  Does he get drunk on beer?  Does he make at least $800 a 

year?  Did he say NO to drugs and YES to chores? 

 

Why Did Your Mom Marry Your Dad? 

1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the world.  And  my mom eats a lot. 

2. She got too old to do anything else with him. 

3. My grandma says that mom didn’t have her thinking cap on. 

 

Who’s the Boss At Your House? 

1. Mom doesn’t want to be boss, but she has to because dad’s such a goofball. 

2. Mom.  You can tell by room inspection.  She sees the stuff under the bed. 

3. I guess mom is, only because she has a lot more to do than dad. 

Celebrating Women 
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Prayer 

May's Theme: Intercession Part II 

 

This is the fifth  part in a series by which the Prayer Team will explore with you and explain the four steps of prayer: 

Adoration (December), Confession (January), Thanksgiving (February)  and Intercession examples (April - Part I,  May - 

Part II and June - Part III).  Our hope is to equip you and ignite in you a passion to pray daily with your heart, mind, 

soul, and spirit.  It is worthwhile to review the previous months' issues on prayer and feel free to save this page to 

equip you as you develop and strengthen your prayer life!  

INTERCESSION:   Intercession is simply coming  to God on behalf of others.  

With a heart now settled in peace with the Lord God after praising Him, confessing all known sins before Him and 

seeking His forgiveness, thanking Him for what He has done and now with a heart filled with gratitude, we now can 

move from interceding for His will and to now interceding for others and ourselves.  

From scripture, we know  we have access to Father God through His Son Jesus (Ephesians 2:18).  Jesus lives to make 

intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25) and  advocates for us (1 John 2)  and is seated at the right hand of power (Luke 

22:69,  Ephesians 1:13, Colossians 3:1, and Hebrews 8:1). 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit , our Counselor/Advocate, also intercedes for us when we don't know how to pray (John 

14:26,  Romans 8:26, Hebrews 7:25-27). 

 

 

 

How much prayer meant to Jesus! It was not only a regular habit, but His resort in every emergency. . . 

Prayer brought Him unmeasured power at the beginning, and kept the flow unbroken and undiminished. There 
was no emergency, no difficulty, no necessity, no temptation that would not yield to prayer, as He practiced it. 

                                                  ̶ From Quiet Talks on Prayer by S.D. Gordon 

 

                                                                      

                             Iridescent ammonite in shale: Psiloceras planorbis mined in Somerset, England. 

 

Although this fossilized ammonite has a beginning and end point, prayer often does not have an end point -  many 
are touched/effected by the prayer (s) of one! 
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Prayer 

Although the below article was written for parents, it can be adapted for anyone who loves deeply for someone and 

cares to pray for them as Jesus did for His disciples. 

Five Loving Requests by Jesus (John 17) 

One Final Prayer 

Perhaps only now, with us on this side of eternity. . .can we say without reservation, that the most loving thing we 

can do is pray.  

Jesus knew this as well because the night before He died, having washed the disciples' feet, he reclined and dined with 

them at the table. But He completes His time with His disciples with PRAYER. While there must have been one thousand 

things to say, including details outlining the plan from here, Jesus instead turns His eyes to heaven and prays for His 

followers and for us. 

“Someone’s final prayer seems to carry a little more weight, doesn’t it? It makes you lean forward and wonder what 

Jesus deemed the highest priority requests right before the cross. Jesus makes 5 requests that all loving people, parents 

and grandparents find themselves murmuring generations later.”  

1. Keep them (v.11, 17) 

"Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one." 
"I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that You keep them from the evil one." 

The keeping that Jesus asks for is in His mighty and powerful Name, dependent not on our own strength, but the 

unchanging power in His matchless Name. 

2. Make them holy (v.17) 

“Set them apart, Father, by your truth. Your word is truth (or  Sanctify them[b] in the truth; Your word is truth). 

We know this cry as parents, don’t we? It’s the prayer of a loving parent who admits that our ability to control the 

behavior and thoughts of our children is small. In fact, it ends when they leave our presence, but the Word of the Lord 

goes with them into their futures. So, we cry out to the Lord to carve them out of this jagged world and fill their minds 

with the truth of His Word. 

3. Use them (v.18)  

 "As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. " 

Jesus assumes that the ones He loves will be talking about Him when He leaves. He plans for it, prepares them for it, 

and commits them to prayer. Likewise, with spiritual eyes, as parents we gaze into the future in faith and pray not 

simply for their protection but extensively for their purpose. The task before them is as different as the personalities of 

those we love, but that purpose remains the same— to bring glory to the Father. (Isaiah 43:7) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26765b
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Prayer 

4. Make them one (v.21, 22) 

"I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word,  that they may all be one, just 
as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that You have sent 
Me.” 

Jesus knew that in His absence we would need each other.  The back biting and one-upping would be altogether out of 
place for those who bore His name.  In fact, left to our own devices, we would surely devour each other in this dog-eat-
dog world.  But Jesus prays in love for the relationships of those He loves.  Make them friends, Lord.  Help them to 
serve one another.  Keep them attentive of each other’s needs. Let them be wild extravagant lovers of the family of 
God.  That’s how the world will know they belong to You. 

5. Bring us back together (v.24) 

"Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory that You have 

given Me because You loved Me before the foundation of the world." 

It must be natural and right to want to be together with those we love. Together is Jesus’ last request in this Upper 

Room prayer and the heart cry of every generation departing and those left behind. Jesus asked for us. Jesus 

wants us in heaven. We hear that request off the lips of the mothers of prodigals and of mamas fading into eternity 

light. May our children believe, truly believe, so that Jesus will have them and goodbye is never goodbye. 

Jesus ends this final prayer in love, whispers “Amen” and proves the extent of His love on the Cross. 

Lee Niehues is an Area Coordinator from West Michigan and a Storyteller for Moms in Prayer International.  

Our Confidence 

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He 

hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked 

of Him. 

   

 

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

 

 

Let us pray for you, too! Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

Bring your tired 
And bring your shame 
Bring your guilt 
And bring your pain 
Don’t you know that’s not your name 
You will always be much more to me 
 
Every day I wrestle with the voices 
That keep telling me I’m not right 
But that’s alright 
 
‘Cause I hear a voice and He calls me redeemed 
When others say I’ll never be enough 
And greater is the One living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world 
 

Bring your doubts 
And bring your fears 
Bring your hurt 
And bring your tears 
There’ll be no condemnation here 
You are holy, righteous and redeemed 
 
Every time I fall 
There’ll be those who will call me 
A mistake 
Well that’s okay 
 
“Cause I hear a voice and He calls me redeemed 
When others say I’ll never be enough 
And greater is the One living side of me 
Than he who is living in the world 
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Celebrating Easter 

Kids Worship-in-Motion Team 
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Celebrating Easter 
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Celebrating Easter 

THE COINS 

What would have led Judas to be so angry with Jesus and 
to be so upset with the way Jesus was doing things, that 
money seemed more of a comfort than trusting that Jesus 
had a plan? 

What comforts do we reach for, other than Jesus, when 
God isn’t delivering in the ways we prayed for? 

THE NAIL 

Pain is a universal human experience.  
Whether it’s physical or emotional or spiritual,  
to be human is to experience some degree of 
pain.  But we sometimes wonder if God feels 
pain.  The cross removes all doubt. 

Becoming one of us, Jesus became subject to 
pain, and not the pain of His own sin, which is 
often times the source of our pain.  He was 
sinless and yet He suffered.  Jesus endured it 
because in doing so, He shared with us the 
human condition and He showed us that He 
knows our pain.  He endured it.  He persevered 
it.  He drank it until the cup of God’s wrath 
against sin was empty.  No shortcuts.  The 
brutality of the cross is difficult to overstate.   

Think upon the fact that in your suffering you 
serve a God who knows your pain and has 
been there too.  He has come out the other 
end and can get you through it too. 

Jesus willingly came to do something about 
our pain.  He came to dwell among us and die 
on the cross.  For that we worship Him by 
trusting Him. 

 

We were invited to acknowledge our own sin by taking one or both coins and dropping them in the bucket. 
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Celebrating Easter 

COMMUNION 

Was there a time in your life when you felt you were 
remembered especially by God, though maybe you 
were forgotten by others? 

How does God communicate with you personally 
when you take communion? 

Hear Jesus saying, “I’ve desired to be here with you 
tonight.  Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

THE SEEDS 

Think back to a time in your 
life when you were haunted 
with great loss or unexpected 
tragedy.  As you hold onto 
these seeds in your hand, how 
did God hold onto you during 
that time?  Who did God bring 
into your life to walk with 
you? 

What seeds was God planting 
inside of you then that would 
later bear fruit in unexpected 
ways? 

JESUS PAID IT ALL! 

It was my sin, our sins that 
nailed Him to that cross. 

But by His wounds we are 
healed (Isaiah 53:5). 
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Celebrating Easter 

HE IS RISEN! 

We celebrated the truth and power of Jesus’ resurrection.  The reality that Jesus rose from the dead really does change 

everything.  Engaging the resurrection of Jesus revolutionizes life.   

Jesus is more than just a great teacher.  He did the impossible.  He brought calm to a raging storm.  He gave mobility 

and life back to those who could not walk.  He opened the sight of the blind.  He healed debilitating diseases.  He 

walked on water.  And on a number of occasions He raised people from the dead.  Jesus also silenced the power 

hungry oppressors of the day with God’s wisdom.  Jesus provided a way for people to deal with their sins, their hassles, 

and their hurts.  Though at the time, people did not understand why Jesus needed to die.  After He rose, they got it.  

The resurrection verified, it validated, it empowered, it emboldened, it inspired, it instructed them.  And it can have 

the same revolutionizing effect on us.   

Want more?  YouTube - Neighborhood Church Cypress 
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Celebrating Easter 

Kyler Kroll shared how he has stepped out in 

faith, bold faith, to try to do something at Point 

Loma Nazarene College this year.  This season 

we have been in this last year has been really 

difficult.  To have Kyler see something and feel 

something, and then go do something about it 

within the confines of what he could do - that’s 

amazing!  I encourage you to take that step, to 

reach out like Kyler did.  It can be something 

huge, or it can be something small like just say-

ing “hello.” 

If you would like to see my conversation with 

Kyler in its entirety, it is available on YouTube 

under Neighborhood Church Cypress. 

 - Pastor Victor 

“I love candy and especially chocolate bunnies!  But Easter isn’t just 

about the candy, it’s about JESUS!” 

 - Pastor Lorena 

Pastor Lorena shared with us the story of the first Easter, and that 

Jesus has power over death.  Jesus has power to give you new life. 

She also explained how bunnies and eggs are pictures and symbols of 

the new life Jesus gives us, and how candy is sweet like the love of 

Jesus. 
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Serving Our Church 

 

As the world opens up and gets back to normal, we need to remember that we will never be the same after all that 

2020 brought us.  COVID amplified the heartache of social unrest, a contentious election, and economic havoc.  It also 

amplified the challenges of our home lives.  From the tensions themselves to the fact that many of us are constantly 

home, nerves can get frayed and harm can be done.  Some of the harm done won’t be fixed by going back to work or 

school or being able to go watch a movie. 

We need healing.  We need forgiveness.  We need reconciliation.  We need hope. 

Over the next few weeks we are looking at encounters with Jesus that can begin the process of healing that many of us 

need.  We need to know that God is able to bring the healing.  We need to know that we can be forgiven and because 

of that, we can forgive.  We need to get our financial house in order. . .and more! 
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Serving Our Church 

Interested in learning more about our church?  More about God?  More about getting involved, connected, plugged in, 

and belonging? 

Join our upcoming “Welcome to the Family” course where you can get a great overview of our church vision, values, 

history, heart, people, and practices.  If you would like, you can also apply to become a new member of our church 

after the class is over! 

Our next course (four consecutive Sunday sessions) is coming up on May 2 - 23.  Please register at 

neighborhoodchurch.com/w or by contacting Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 

Join us as we thrive in Christ together! 
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2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 
 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 
 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  

 
To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Serving Our Church 

If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is giving, give generously.  If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

Romans 12:8 
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Serving Our Church 

What Does a Church Trustee Do? 

If you were to look at our church constitution, under Article 8, Section C.5, you would read that the duties of a church 

trustee are as follows: “Under the leadership and guidance of the Senior Pastor, the Trustees will partner with staff to 

manage the church finances and maintain the church facilities to the fulfillment of God’s Biblical purposes and the 

visions God has given Neighborhood Church.”  Although that is a good summary of the responsibilities of a church 

trustee at Neighborhood Church, I thought I would shed a little more “light” on what our trustees do here at 

Neighborhood Church. 

Officially, we meet once a month (via Zoom for this past year) and look over the financial reports and give updates on 

pending facility projects, but it’s much more than that and more exciting than attending a meeting once a month! 

First of all, our trustees believe that it all belongs to God and that we have the responsibility to be good stewards of 

the facilities that God has blessed us with.  Because it belongs to God, we believe that we must first take everything 

to God in prayer and ask for His wisdom.  We begin each official meeting with a time of prayer and a short Bible study 

with a devotional focus related to being a “Good Trustee.”  Other topics we have shared in these devotional times, 

we have looked to God’s Word to understand that everything we do should be for the benefit of the kingdom of God.  

The property, building, furnishings, chairs, tables, carpet and even the light bulbs belong to God!  If it’s good and right 

and Biblical, we should do it!  If it doesn’t meet all three of those criteria, then we shouldn’t do it.  

What I really appreciate about our trustee board members is that they invest their time in between the official 

meetings to actually investigate the needs of the staff and the facility in order for us to properly budget and prioritize 

the projects that need to get done to make our facility the best it can be.  Thank you for your continual prayers for 

the leadership of the church, that God would give us wisdom and discernment in the decision we make.  

As far as project updates, I’m excited to inform you that we have signed a contract with a local sign company to 

replace the church marquee sign that fell down last November.  I’m glad that this project is underway and that our 

church insurance will be helping take care of most of the cost of the project.  Please pray that the process with 

permits and construction move forward smoothly.  As trustees, it is an honor and privilege for us to serve 

Neighborhood Church as we endeavor to be good stewards.   

If you have any question, please feel free to email Tony Birge at TrusteeBirge@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 - Tony Birge 

 

Did you notice how nice the front of the Cypress campus church was on Easter?   

A BIG THANK YOU to Bob Wilson for prepping the planting areas, and to Rebecca Adams 

and Shannon Ryan for planting the beautiful plants!  We appreciate your hard work! 
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2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Lance Peterson, Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Middle Row (left to right): Jim Passmore, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Nick Stonoha, Steve Ellis 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, John Paris, Mark Ancheta 
 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better ways to 

measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, 

Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and 

appreciate the opportunity to pray with and for them.  

Serving Our Church 

Please pray for our Elders  

as they consider those to join the Elder Board in the coming year,  

and pray for wisdom. 
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Serving Our Church 

One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 

opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 

serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about our church or 

turn in your Connection Card, and visitors receive a gift.  This is one of 

those ministries where you are first to know who’s visiting our church and 

to greet them in a personal way. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We 

have seven front doors and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome 

families and guests to our church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as 

people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 

minutes if you could do both services on one Sunday. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, 

help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit 

to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our team! 

 

Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 

  manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or 

EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one Sunday per month. 

 

Leader: Mark Ryan  

  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Church 

Check out the church’s website at neighborhoodchurch.com/revive.  Click on any week shown and find great videos, 

articles, posts, our new podcast episodes, and more helpful resources from our pastors to help you grow in God and be 

refreshed for the week! 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty 

water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the ministries of the church 

and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library 

collection contains both informational and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  

Materials are available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

They would appreciate you returning any late items you may have had during the pandemic.  The items can be 

returned between gatherings or put in the drop box by the door. 

Also, if you would like to volunteer in the library, please call or text Joanne Ladewig at (714) 489-3206. 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 
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Serving Our Community 

Easter 2021 started with our first ever Easter Outreach Trunk & Tweet! 

What a wonderful celebration of fun we had on Palm Sunday afternoon to kick off Holy Week at Neighborhood Church! 

We held our first ever Trunk & Tweet event, a spin-off of the October trunk or treat events held by cities and churches 

in our community.  

This great event started with a simple idea and question from Children’s Ministry volunteer, Becky Howard, who asked 

if we ever thought of having a Trunk or Treat at Easter since everyone seems to only have them in October.  “It would 

be a great way to reach out to the neighborhood,” she said.  Well, a few conversations later we had this event on the 

schedule! 

 It was fantastic the way our Neighborhood Church family got together and pitched in on this outreach event!  

• 17 families decorated their cars, trucks or SUVs for Easter fun and passed out Easter eggs filled with candy and 
prizes  

• Volunteers donated candy and Easter eggs 

• Over 4,200 Easter eggs were filled by volunteers 

• We passed out more than 500 flyers to the homes right around the church 

• More than 150 kids walked from car to car collecting eggs 

• 50+ visitors joined us 

• Each family received a DIY pot, soil, seeds and instructions to do an “at home” 
gospel story of the resurrection 

• We had a virtual QR Code Easter Egg Hunt where each code had a great one-page 
story about Jesus and a prize of a Easter coloring book after they found all the eggs 

We also gave out 15 raffle prizes, and because it was the one of the hottest spring days 

(95+ degrees), one of our decorated trucks broke out water balloons and amazing water 

chaos broke out! So much laughter and fun!! Thanks David and Christine Martinez for that 

spontaneous fun! 

This was such a fun way to start our Easter Week that we already have it scheduled for 

Easter 2022! 
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Serving Our Community 
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Serving Our Community 

 

Care Packs 

Thank you to all who helped with our 

Wednesday Serve Day.  Over 100 care 

packs were assembled by our Wednesday 

Kids Life Groups, their families, and many 

others. 
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Serving Our Community 
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Serving Our Community 

Neighborhood Church loved on our community with Loads of Love!  

We provided free laundry service (free wash, free dry, free laundry soap, and more) 

for those in need in our community.  We blessed 25 people by cleaning 42 loads of 

laundry! 
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Serving Our Community 

City of  Cypress 



36 

 

Serving in Missions 
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Serving in Missions 

Going from Disciple to Disciplemaker 

We are all called to “Go and make disciples” but many people don’t know how.  

That is why Holly created the curriculum “Disciple to Disciplemaker.”  A year ago 

Holly discipled Courtney who was a student at Glendale Community College.  

When they completed the curriculum, Holly challenged Courtney to disciple 

Brianna.  Listen to what these young women said about their experience discipling 

and being discipled. 

“After being discipled by Holly, I took a step of faith to disciple someone else.  

Holly connected me to a wonderful young woman named Brianna.  I had never met her before, which was nerve-

racking.  Since we were in the middle of the pandemic, Brianna and I started our discipleship over video chat.  

Discipling someone grew me emotionally and spiritually.  During that time of uncertainty and loneliness, being able to 

teach someone about God’s will helped me more than I have words to explain.  I learned more things about God while 

teaching someone else.  It showed me what godly gifts and abilities I have and how they can impact another person.  

To see another person grow closer to God because I gave my time and effort is one of the most amazing experiences 

of my life.  I believe that because I was vulnerable with Brianna about my own story, she was able to be not only 

vulnerable to me but to her followers on social media.  I am so eternally grateful that I had this opportunity to help 

someone else seek God’s grace and receive it.”  - Courtney 

“When Holly asked me if I wanted to be discipled, without realizing what she meant, I said yes.  Ever since giving my 

life to Christ, I’ve wanted to know Him better:  who He is, what He stands for, and what the Word says.  I said yes 

because I knew it would be a good opportunity for me to learn these things.  Holly paired me with Courtney.  At first, I 

felt a little closed off.  But Courtney was so nice and loving that it became easier to open up to her and share my 

testimony.  Courtney is one of my best friends now.  I was impressed with our discussions and learned so much.  

Being discipled has equipped me to disciple someone else one day.  I’m now confident in sharing my testimony and 

explaining who Jesus is.  I’m ready to take on the world and share Jesus with as many people as possible in this life!”    

- Brianna 

May Courtney and Brianna encourage you to take the step of faith to invite someone into a discipleship relationship 

with you.  You may never know how taking the time to invest in someone may change their life!  You can download 

the same curriculum at:  discipletodisciplemaker.com for free.  Let us reach this world for Christ together, one person 

at a time! 

Personal Update and Prayer: 

Thank you for praying for Matt and Holly’s health.  Matt has been gaining energy and Holly’s migraines have greatly 

decreased due to changes in diet.  Briella turned six this month.  We are so proud of her and her heart to share Jesus 

with everyone around her!  Carter has been reading the Bible daily and has finished 17 books of the Bible as a 7-year-

old!  Thank you for your commitment to us and our family as we continue to reach others with hope of the Gospel! 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 
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Serving in Missions 

Greetings from Honduras! 

It’s hard to believe that I have been in Honduras for almost two years!  I have been 

dealing with COVID for more than half of the time, along with the rest of the 

world.  Whoever saw that coming?  I am grateful that our restrictions to circulate 

have lessened although the number of cases remains high and only a handful of 

people have been vaccinated.  There is a 10:00pm curfew which really doesn’t 

affect me and businesses are limited to 50% capacity. Unemployment is over 50% 

and many people are suffering from the severe downturn in the economy. There 

are constant rumors of returning restrictions and I’m grateful for every week that 

passes without new ones.   

I continue to help with administrative tasks for Honduras Fellowship of 

Missionaries and Ministries (HFMM).  I am in the middle of a big project re-coding 

financial transactions from last year.  It’s not my favorite thing to do, yet I know it needs to be done.  On-going issues 

with the internet make it frustrating some days. 

I am attending an English-speaking church.  We have a new pastor who led us virtually for several months and was able 

to move here last fall.  We started meeting again in-person in October and continue to have more people as 

missionaries, diplomats, and others return to Honduras.  I am involved in a Women’s Bible Study and we recently had a 

meeting to talk about having a time for regular ladies fellowship. I also setup meal trains for families when there is a 

need.    

Several people from church are involved in a ministry with children who live on the streets.  They have a home where 

young boys can choose to leave the streets and have a stable, secure home, usually for the first time in their lives.  As 

they continue their education and mature, they have the opportunity to move to a transition home to prepare to live 

on their own.  Two of the guys recently graduated and were setting up their first apartment.  It was a blessing to be 

able to help them obtain a lot of what they needed for their kitchen and other basics.   

My Honduran family came over for their first-ever ham dinner on Easter.  I learned they are only available around 

Christmas so I had to plan in advance.  I also had a small Easter egg hunt for two of my “grandchildren.”  Because of the 

historic Catholic influence, the big thing is “Semana Santa” (Holy Week).  Most people have the week off and go to the 

beach.  Everything is closed on Thursday and Friday, Saturday things are open again, and Easter is really not celebrated.     

I continue to enjoy my puppy, Jazzy, who will be a year old in May.  She often has play dates with her brother and 

sister.  I’m planning a dog birthday party for them with hot dogs for the humans and dog-friendly “pupcakes” for the 

birthday “kids.”  We’re on the verge of rainy season and I have learned that in addition to fireworks, Jazzy does not like 

thunder, either.  She LOVES to dig in the dirt so I recently enlarged and fenced in the small flower garden in my yard.  I 

know there will be enough mud in the house when rainy season is in full swing without her having direct access to the 

garden. 
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I continue to be reminded that life in a third world country is different and things often take much longer than I think 

they should.  I have had a problem with my water bill for over a year.  The bill has been three times what it should be 

since it is a fixed amount in my neighborhood. This is NOT something you can handle over the phone.  The first few 

months I went to the office each month, waited in long lines and explained the situation.  They agreed there was an 

error.  I was able to pay the normal amount and they said they would send someone out to check the meter.  No one 

ever came and nothing changed.  Then COVID hit and the office was closed for months. When they re-opened in 

October, I went back.  Once again they were going to send someone out and no one came.   

Because of COVID, the utilities were not able to cut off service so I was not too concerned.  However, several weeks 

ago, someone knocked on my door to inform me they were cutting my service.  They literally cut the pipe in front of my 

house!  I have a cistern with at least a week’s worth of water but it was also just before the start of Holy Week when 

everything shut down. I called the landlord and he sent someone out to re-connect the water (illegally).  I went again to 

the office and they finally just said there was something wrong with the meter.  To fix this, I needed to buy a new one, 

bring it back to them to be certified and they would send someone out to install it.  In the meantime, I also had to pay 

about a third of the balance saying they will credit me for any overpayment (which I think is about two months of the 

normal bill, but secretly I would be happy if this payment solved the issue.)  They installed the new meter and came to 

check it earlier this week.  I just got my new bill and the large remaining balance is still there.  I guess I’ll be going back 

to the water company again.  Sigh! 

Please continue to pray that the medical resources will be adequate to care for the people with COVID here.  I am 

grateful that I have not been sick and appreciate your prayers that I will continue to be healthy. Thank you for your 

prayers and support that enable me to minister here.   

 - Cindy Pearson 
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Teaching Our Children 

 

 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Matthew 28:19 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

June 20—26 

Sign up now! 

 

Vacation Bible School - In-Person! 

July 19-23. 

Deep question. . . 

Has your child ever asked you a hard theological question that left you stumped?  I have had those questions asked of 

me too! 

It is ok to say that you don’t know and that you can explore together with God and His Word.  Children love to see their 

parents learning about God.  It tells them that they won’t always have the answers to everything and it shows them 

what a life-long relationship with God looks like.  So, don’t be afraid to have those God conversations with them.  Invite 

them to join you in the quest to know God!  They will love you for it. 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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Teaching Our Children 

NOTE:  The Kidz Wednesday Night Life 

Groups are ending May 12th for the 

summer!  Join us for Summer Camp at 

Hume Lake in June and VBS in July! 

If you and your family are uncomfortable joining us for the Sunday 

Children’s Ministry, we are now providing Sunday School via Zoom!  

Miss Sharon and Miss Patricia are leading the class. 
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Discipling Our Students 

Young people, it’s wonderful to be young!  Enjoy every minute of it.  Do everything you want 
to do; take it all in. But remember, that you must give an account to God for everything you 
do // Ecclesiastes 11:9 NLT  

 

Here is what our students have to say about their week up at Hume Lake for Summer Camp: 

“This week I want to always remember how united the whole church was.  Also, how much love I felt 

from all my friends and God.  I need to remember that I should have obedience and that God will 

always accept me.” 

“One thing I want to remember from camp is: God is with you he knows what’s happening in our lives. 

And stay strong life may be hard but God is with me and He’s stronger than my failure and I have to 

remember that God is still in control of my life.  And how God is loving, caring and I have to trust in 

God.” 

“God wants me to remember what to do with my fear because I often let fear control me.  Sometimes I 

feel like I have to be strong and happy before I go to God and I don’t have to be afraid of not being 

happy.  I can feel fear and not let it control me through Christ’s strength and reassurance.  People 

actually do appreciate me for who I am and I don’t have to be afraid.” 

“I want to remember that I got to get even more closer to God and He helped me with a lot of stuff in 

my life but if I didn’t have Him in my life I wouldn’t know what to do if I never had Him.” 

Neighborhood Church takes students to camp because we believe that God has a heart for teenagers. 

When we look at the Bible, we see how God has an incredible track record of using teenagers to do incredible things (in 

them and through them) for His people, His glory, and His world!  There is truly nothing better than seeing students 

surrender their hearts to the Lord Jesus and watch the restoration and transformation that begins to occur!  

If you would like to connect students to God at summer camp, you can donate to “Camp Aid” online 

(www.neighborhoodchurch.com/giving) or in a blue “Camp Aid” envelope! 

If you would like to register your 3rd grader up to graduating High School Senior, please contact Pastor Jon Wyatt 

(jon@neighborhoodchurch.com) 

 

You can check out more information about Neighborhood Church Student Ministries on:  

Instagram: neighborhoodchurch_students 

Facebook: Neighborhood Church Student Ministries 

Website: neighborhoodchurch.com/connect/students  
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Discipling Our Students 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

The young adults here have a great time and are a vital part of Neighborhood Church! 

• Join us every month or two as we gather as one big party for fun, food, and 

fellowship!  

• Join one of our young adult small groups, meeting weekly to grow deeper in God, 

find great support, and learn who God has called us to be!  

• Join us as we help so many parts of the church work well! We serve in Worship 

Arts, tech, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, greeters ministry, and more.  

Find a place to use your God-given gifts and join us to make a difference in our 

community!  

Check out open Life Groups on our website neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

YOUNG ADULTS 
Sundays  7:00pm-9:00pm 

KELLOG / ROWLEY 
Sundays  10:45am-Noon 

JONES 
Mondays  7:00pm-8:30pm  (online) 

SLAGLE / FIEGER 
Tuesdays  2:00pm-3:30pm 
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Sharing Our Lives 

LANKA 
Fridays  7:00pm-9:00pm 

KOVACIK / BRIGHT 
Wednesdays  6:45pm-8:15pm 

WYATT 
Wednesdays  6:30pm-7:30pm 

FERGUSON 
Tuesdays  6:30pm-8:30pm 

BIRGE 
Tuesdays  7:00pm-9:00pm 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal 

Beach Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for 

the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one 

another and fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women 

are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, May 4 

Our Hostess for May:   Dot Slagle & Beverly Hayworth 

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Ginny Dubois’ home on Saturday, May 22 at noon.  Please bring your lunch with you, water 

and ice tea will be provided.  After lunch we will be playing games.  If you would like 

information on this fun-filled event, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Helen Passmore, Linda 

Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to serve the women 

of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits - The Quiet Spirits class is starting again!  The group is specifically for women 

and involves Bible study, fellowship, and prayer support. 

If you have been a “regular” in the past, please come back.  If you are new to the church, or 

new to adult fellowships, please stop by and meet the group.  A favorite saying is that “we are 

a soft place to land.” 

On Sunday May 23 at 10:45am, we will meet in Room 4 at the main Cypress campus of 

Neighborhood Church to get reacquainted and welcome newcomers.  We will discuss future 

Bible focus and pray for one another.  We will conclude at 11:30am (no meeting on May 30). 

Bible study will begin on Sunday, June 6 on a continuing weekly basis.  Our teacher for 

June will be Pastor Ron Jackson.  Fellowship and prayer will be from 10:45am-11:00am, and 

Ron will teach from 11:00am-11:30am. 

After so much uncertainty, it is exciting to reopen this class!  Please join us and refresh your 

heart!  

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  

Day/Time:        Sundays at 10:45am 

Where:  Room 4 
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Sharing Our Lives 

SEEDS OF HOPE 

It is lovely to gather, worship, learn, and laugh together.  Surrounded by the 

happy, bright, yellow color of sunshine - infused in the flowers, balloons, gift 

bags, and more - that’s what over 50 women of Neighborhood Church did on 

Saturday morning, April 17.  The theme was Seeds of Hope, to help plant those 

seeds in our hearts so that hope would root, blossom, and grow inside us, and 

then to help plant those seeds of hope in one another’s hearts. 

Our focus verse was from Isaiah 40:31: “. . .those who hope in the LORD will 

renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 

not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”  Such powerful words that are 

so needed to hear and rely on, especially with all that’s gone on this last year. 

Kristi McKay really spoke to our hearts as she shared some of her very 

relatable struggles during this COVID year.  She shared that hope is not in our 

plans, circumstances, a relationship, job, a dream, or an accomplishment, but  

that our hope is in one person - Jesus  Christ.  He alone is our hope and our 

living hope.  Kristi reminded us that our hope is in the truth of God’s word and 

our hope is renewed daily as Lamentations 3:23-23 says: “. . .I have hope.  The 

steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 

are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Other truths she shared with us:  “They will soar on wings like eagles.”  Eagle feathers are renewed and strengthened 

when they are old, allowing them to soar even higher than before.  Our feathers can be renewed when we hope in the 

Lord. . .not just in our advanced age. . .but when we are tired and weary and when we feel like we can’t go on any 

more. 

We can rise up above any circumstance.  Trust in the God who loves you and knows all you are dealing with.  Draw near 

to Him and meditate on the truths in His word, and you will soar.  He has promised it.  You can run. . .maybe you can 

just put one foot in front of the other and walk, or maybe you can just get up. 

When we have lost our hope, our hope in the Lord begins by sitting.  As you sit at His feet, let His love for you soak in.  

Let His truth saturate you. 

Adelee and Kate opened our time together with songs that led our 

sprits to worshipping Jesus.  We enjoyed a few games, including one 

that matched up animal babies to their “baby” names.  (Did you know 

an oyster baby is spat?!  The things we learn!)  Food, gift bags filled 

with thoughtful items, and making a yellow-beaded keychain with an 

eagle and cross charm completed our time that morning. 

It was so good to be refreshed and renewed by meeting together and 

connecting.  (Hebrews 10:3424-25) Hope you can join us next time! 
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Our goals at Bloom, for women in particular, are Christ, Connection, and Community.  

Please let us know if the Bloom team can pray for you, if you need something, or if you have 

an idea for gathering together.  Contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com. 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  Our study in Genesis is ending May 10, 

and we will be taking a break for the summer.  Please join us in September when 

we will begin the study of Matthew.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older will come together to study the Bible, 

learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live for something 

larger than themselves.  In-person and online groups are available. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Zoom Meeting     Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

MMLT - Men’s Ministry Leadership Team is working to share the gospel by connecting men with other men through 

bible studies and various events.  The team consists of Mark Ancheta, Glen Asman, Wayne Alves (facilitator), Craig 

Barnes,  Bob Kabelitz, and Brent Theodore. 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 
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Cancer Companions provides a Christian-

based group and/or a one-on-one support 

ministry to help those going through or have 

gone through cancer along with their 

caregivers. We do not want anyone to go 

through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various 

opportunities to get together and/or pray for 

you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       
  Men’s and Women’s Open Share Groups  

Meeting In-Person and on Zoom! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-

ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 

relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 

What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 

habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  

Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   

Open share groups are meeting in-person on Thursdays at 7pm at the Cypress campus.  People may also join this 

meeting on Zoom.  If you want a Zoom invitation, contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or call (717) 951-

9066. 

Helping the Hurting 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

 Join us in Room #2 

at the Cypress campus 

 

May 6   (week #3)  The Journey of Grief Part 1 

May 13 (week #4)  The Journey of Grief Part 2 

May 20 (week #5)  Grief and Your Relationships 

May 27 (week #6)  Why? 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Once again, the Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos (NCLA) joined the City of Los 

Alamitos for a holiday event.  In keeping with COVID-19 restrictions, the city 

hosted a drive-through Spring Carnival on Pine Street between Katella Avenue and 

Florista Street on Saturday, April 3.  From 10am to 12:30pm 200 cars drove down 

Pine Street, made a U-turn and came back up the other side stopping at each trunk 

or booth for goodies.  Wearing masks and using gloves, trunk participants 

delivered candy, novelties, and literature to each child in the car.   

Following our long-held tradition of being the “bubble booth,” NCLA decorated the 

trunk to resemble bubbles, had a bubble machine supplying real bubbles, and gave 

out bubble solution and candy.  Instead of paper literature, we added a QR code to 

a new label for the bubbles and look forward to having people visit our church 

website for more information about upcoming children’s activities along with our 

church services.   

Great thanks to Brent Theodore, and Ashley 

and Daniel Landry for helping to decorate our 

trunk, to HC and Praise Chao for preparing our 

bottle labels, to Bob and Ellen Kabelitz and Jen 

Matthews for being the hands and feet at the 

event, to Pastor Justin for the delivery of 

donuts and encouragement, as well as to 

everyone at NCLA who donated candy.  Not a 

single piece was left!  We hope many people 

from the community will join our upcoming 

kids’ events and even make the jump to 

visiting our church. 

 - Christine Theodore 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

He is Risen! 
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Leftover Turkey Tetrazzini 

1 package (7 ounces) thin spaghetti, broken in half 

2 cups cubed cooked turkey 

1 cup sliced fresh mushrooms 

1 small onion, chopped 

3 Tablespoons butter 

1 can (10-3/4 ounces) condensed cream of mushroom soup 

1 cup milk 

1/2 teaspoon poultry seasoning 

1/8 teaspoon ground mustard 

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

1 cup shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese 

1 Tablespoon shredded parmesan cheese 

Minced fresh parsley 

Directions: 

Cook spaghetti according to package directions.  

Drain and place in greased 11x8 baking dish.  Top 

with turkey, and set aside. 

In a large skillet, sauté the mushrooms and onion in 

butter until tender. 

Whisk in the soup, milk, poultry seasoning, and mus-

tard until blended.  Add cheddar cheese, cook and 

stir over medium heat until  melted.  Pour over tur-

key. 

Sprinkle with mozzarella and parmesan cheese (dish 

will be full). 

Bake, uncovered, at 350o for 25-30 minutes or until 

heated through.   

Sprinkle with parsley. 

Wayne and Debbie Alves 

Wayne is a member of our Elder Board and is the leader of the 

Men’s Ministry Team. 

Debbie has made beautiful floral arrangements for our worship 

center. 
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Remembering and honoring those 

who have died while serving in the 

United States Armed Forces. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection & 
Discipleship 
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halli Kim 
Graphics Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacob Messersmith 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shawn Thomas 
 

Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 

 



64 

 

 

 

Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

Welcome to the Family Classes 

New Sunday Gathering Times - Cypress 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Mother’s Day 

Next Steppers Event 

Memorial Day 

Annual Church Celebration 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Main Office:  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 


