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How Exciting!  It’s JUNE...and It’s SUMMER! 

Yep, it’s official. We are in that fun-packed season of summer that June is all about.  June is the California avocado 

month and who does not like a good, fresh, creamy avocado or loaded guacamole?  Ok, if that is not your idea of fun, 

June is also National Candy Month, National Ice Tea Month, and Country Cooking Month.  But it’s not just about 

eating, June is National Camping Month!  And. . .June is National Smile Month.  Are you smiling right now?  Oh, there 

is so much fun and celebrations to be experienced in this wonderful month of June.  

June 1st  is National Trail Day where we are encouraged to go take a hike!  Where would you like to hike to?  June also 

has International Picnic Day and National Donut Day!  I’m thinking of a big apple fritter or anything from Krispy Kreme. 

I know I say this all the time, but did you know that Orange County has one of the highest number of donut shops 

around?  June also holds the fun celebration of dads with Father’s Day on June 20th, and a lot of other fun times and 

celebrations to be experienced in this wonderful month of June. 

Here at Neighborhood Church, June is the month of our Annual Celebration and Annual Meeting.  On June 13th we will 

have a short business meeting at the end of all our gatherings, then we will have a fun lunch and celebration together.  

One interesting aspect of June is that it is considered by some to be National Rebuild Your Life Month.  June is a time 

when many people are making transitions such as graduations, or are at a place where they can consider and make 

decisions for a possible new direction of life.  As a church, we are here to help in those pivotal times of life, for God’s 

vision of our church is to “help people thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.”  The Bible teaches that we thrive 

when we seek to follow Jesus as we live and love like Him.  We, as a group of fellow followers of Jesus, want to help 

and spur us all on in this adventure. 

We do hope you will jump in and get involved.  Inside this Connections magazine are all kinds of ways to get connected 

and grow in your faith journey.  

Seeking to have some fun in June along with you,  

 

 

Pastor Mike 

Message from Mike 
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Men of Faith 

When God Created Fathers 

When the good Lord was creating Fathers, He started with a tall frame.  A female angel nearby said, “What kind of a 

father is that?  If You’re going to make children so close to the ground, why have You put the father up so high?  He 

won’t be able to shoot marbles without kneeling, tuck a child in bed without bending, or even kiss a child without 

stopping.” 

God smiled and said, “Yes, but if I make him child size, who would children have to look up to?” 

And when God made a father’s hands, they were large.  The angel shook her head and said, “Large hands can’t manage 

diaper pins, small buttons, rubber bands on pony tails, or even remove splinters caused from baseball bats.” 

Again God smiled and said, “I know, but they’re large enough to hold everything a small boy empties from his pockets, 

yet small enough to cup a child’s face in them.” 

Then God molded long slim legs and broad shoulders, “Do You realize You just made a father without a lap?”  The angel 

chuckled. 

God said, “A mother needs a lap.  A father needs strong shoulders to pull a sled, to balance a boy on a bicycle, or to 

hold a sleepy head on the way home from the circus.” 

When God was in the middle of creating the biggest feet any one had ever seen, the angel could not contain herself 

any longer.  “That’s not fair.  Do You honestly think those feet are going to get out of bed early in the morning when 

the baby cries, or walk through a birthday party without crushing one or two of the guests?” 

God again smiled and said, “They will work . You will see.  They will support a small child who wants to ride to Branbury 

Cross or scare mice away from the summer cabin, or display shoes what will be that will be a challenge to fill.” 

God worked throughout the night, giving the father few words, but a firm authoritative voice; eyes that see everything, 

but remain calm and tolerant. 

Finally, almost as an afterthought, He added tears.   

Then He turned to the angel and said, “Now are you satisfied he can love as much as a mother can?” 

The angel said nothing more. 

 - Erma Bombeck 
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Men of Faith 

Speak Into Their Lives 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”  (Proverbs 27:17) 

I am the small group leader for the 11th grade boys here at Neighborhood Church.  

Last week, after hearing three of our graduating students share their reflections on 

their time growing up in the church, I asked the guys what they would want to be 

saying up there in a year, specifically, what kind of an impact would they want to 

have made on their peers in Student Ministries by the time they graduate one year 

from now.  One of them said this: “I think I would like to spend more time next year 

talking to and hanging out with the younger students.”  The other students in our 

group agreed.  Understanding the wisdom of Proverbs 27:17, they realized that it is 

important for older students, to speak into the lives of younger students, to share 

their experiences with them, to encourage them, and to let the younger students 

know that they see them and care about them.   

I believe that it is equally important for the more mature adults in the church to speak into the lives of the younger 

adults.   This is one way that we learn and grow – as spouses, as parents, as professionals, and as followers of Christ.  

The relationships that I have had with some of our more mature church members have been among the greatest 

blessings and joys that I have experienced in my time at Neighborhood Church.  Clayton Slagle and Foraker Smith are 

two men in the church who have had a strong impact on me.  They both made me feel like a welcome younger 

brother from the time my family began attending the church.  More importantly, they have lovingly shared the 

wisdom of their experiences and spoken into my life with their examples and their words.  I will never be able to 

thank these men enough for what they have done for me and what they mean to me.   

God has brought us all together as a body of believers, to worship together, to pray together, and also to share our 

lives and diverse experiences with one another.  So let’s continue to sharpen one another by reaching out to one 

another, making new friends at church, and learning from one another.   

 - David Honey 
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Men of Faith 

A Christian Man’s Insights 

What is God doing in your life? 

God remains true to His promises in Malachi 3:10 around giving.  Where we have been led to give, God has 

surely blessed us. 

Malachi 3:10  “. . .Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in 

this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so  much 

blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. . .” 

What insight has God given you? 

One insight is that there is no finish line on this side of Heaven.  As long as there is life in us, God will give us 

opportunities to do good for Him.  Don’t give up or think any mistake cannot be covered by God’s grace.  God 

does not want you to fail at what He has set out for you to do. Be faithful and obedient in the little things and 

enjoy the process of growing in the image of Christ. 

What wisdom do you have for a younger man or younger Christian? 

You don’t have to be the best at anything to be a blessing to someone.  God has already given you what you 

need to serve and do good.  You just have to make an intentional effort to show up and be present.  Let your 

journey with God be yours and yours alone.  Don’t compare your life with someone else.  Instead, be driven by 

the joy and comfort that God, the Creator of the Universe, has a specific and special job only you can do. 

What man has impacted your life? 

Pastor Mike McKay continues to encourage, support, and challenge me as I grow spiritually.  His unwavering 

dedication, not only to this congregation, but to his family and his own relationship with Christ, is nothing short 

of inspiring.  Thank you, Pastor Mike for never giving up on sharing God’s Word. 

                  - Anthony Santos 
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Men of Faith 

Why Did God Make Dads? 

(The following answers were given by elementary school children.) 

 

“God created dads so they could wrestle with their daughters or their sons or wife,” Kaitlin, 8, said. 

“Sometimes dads like to show off, but the rest of the time, they’re playful,” Kristen, 8, said.  “They’re all big kids, and 

they always will be.  Most of the time, they just want to be loved.  You can tell they love you.” 

“Dads are a pushover,” Elizabeth, 9, said.  “I think God created dads so they can fall for your little face.  Also, they can 

buy you anything you want when you say, ‘please, daddy.’  They always fall for that!” 

“God created dads to tell you ‘yes’ when your mom says ‘no,” Lauren, 10, stated. 

“If it wasn’t for dad, mom would never go camping or fishing, “Adrienne, 10, said.  “Mom wouldn’t dare go without 

electricity, bait a hook, or touch a dead fish.” 

“God made daddies so that they can help mommies,” Mansi, 7, said.  “When mommies have babies, daddies can help 

name them.” 

The Bible says the dad is supposed to provide for his family.  Kayla, 12, agreed: “Without dad, who would support the 

family?  Who would go to work, cut the grass, and do all the hard work?” 

When there are problems, “Dad will help you up when you fall.  If you are bleeding, he will take care of it,” Esther, 8, 

said. 

“God created dads to help people build things for God and to have faith in God,” Alex, 8, said. 

“God made daddies so that they could be brave, grateful, and like Jesus,” Alaura, 7, said. 

Rebecca, 9, said: “Dad works so hard every day for my family, and he loves us all.  He even loves my dog.” 

 

The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who begets a wise child will delight in him.  Proverbs 23:24 
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Prayer 

June's Theme:  Supplication Part iII 

 

This is the sixth and final part in a series by which the Prayer Team has explored with you and explained the four steps 

of prayer: Adoration (December), Confession (January), Thanksgiving (February) and Intercession/Supplication 

examples (April - Part I, May - Part II, and June Part III).  Our hope is to equip you and ignite in you a passion to pray 

daily with your heart, mind, soul, and spirit.  It is worthwhile to review the previous months' issues on prayer and feel 

free to save this page to equip you as you develop and strengthen your prayer life!  

 

SUPPLICATION AND PERSONAL PRAYER:   

Intercession is simply coming  to God on behalf of others.  

Supplication is "the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly." 

With a heart now settled in peace with the Lord God after praising Him, confessing all known sins before Him and 

seeking His forgiveness, thanking Him for what He has done and now with a heart filled with gratitude, we now can 

move from interceding for His will and to now interceding/supplicating  for others and ourselves.  

From scripture, we know  we have access to Father God through His Son Jesus ( Ephesians 2:18).  Jesus lives to make 

intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25) and  advocates for us (1 John 2)  and is seated at the right hand of power (Luke 

22:69,  Ephesians 1:13, Colossians 3:1, and Hebrews 8:1). 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit, our Counselor/Advocate, also intercedes for us when we don't know how to pray (John 

14:26,  Romans 8:26, Hebrews 7:25-27). 

 

If you know your Bible well,  

what is the one prayer request of God for oneself that pleases Him and  

He "gives to all generously and without reproach/rebuke and it will be given?"  



11 

 

Prayer 

A young man was beginning his life's journey (and in this specific case, he was ascending to a position of power, his 

father's throne and kingdom).  In the night, God appeared to this young man, Solomon, about 20 years old, and 

questioned Solomon, "Ask what I shall give you."  

Imagine the God of the universe, Creator and Sustainer of all things, asks you what your heart desires!  How would 

you answer Him? ( I Kings 3:5; 2 Chronicles 1:7) 

Solomon's request was " Give me now wisdom. . ."  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. (I Kings 3:10) 

Note the Lord God Almighty's answer: "Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked for possessions, 

wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you and have not even asked long life, but have asked wisdom. . .Behold, 

I give you a wise and discerning heart. . ." and the Lord added more.  (See I Kings 3: 11-14;  2 Chronicles, 1:11-12.) 

ANSWER: " If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, Who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 

given him." James 1:5 

WISDOM.  Ask for it and pray for it.  WISDOM is given generously by God and is not withheld.  The request for 

WISDOM is foundational for all other issues and problems in life, health, and death.  WISDOM is the foundational 

basis for all of life's decisions from birth to old age, faith in Christ, education, employment, marriage, financial 

decisions, discernment of life changing issues. . .WISDOM. 

 

WISDOM 

Psalm 51:6  Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Proverbs 2:6  For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. . . 

Proverbs 21:30  No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the Lord. 

Isaiah 28:29  This also comes from the Lord of hosts; He is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom. 

Colossians 1:9  . . .we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 

all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 

and how inscrutable His ways. 

James 3:17 . . .the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 

fruits, impartial and sincere. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+2:6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+28:29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+11:33&version=ESV
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Prayer 

OUR CONFIDENCE 

1 John 5:14-15  And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He 

hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked 

of Him. 

   

 

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

 

 

Let us pray for you, too!  

Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

The Lord bless you 
And keep you 
Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you 
The Lord turn His 
Face toward you 
And give you peace 
 
Amen, amen, amen 
 
May His favor be upon you 
And a thousand generations 
And your family and our children 
And their children, and their children 
 
May His presence go before you 
And behind you, and beside you 
All around you, and within you 
He is with you, He is with you 
 
In the morning, in the evening 
In your coming, and your going 
In your weeping, and rejoicing 
He is for you, He is for you! 

The Blessing 
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Serving Our Church 

Songs to Live By 

2020 was a year many of us would like to forget.  Pandemic.  Social unrest.  A contentious election.  Involuntary 

homeschooling.  Disruption.  Hopefully we have found some notes of hope along the journey.  As the calendar turns 

the page, many of our problems will not.  We are still politically divided as a nation.  The reminder of our mortality is 

fresh in our minds.  Our social conflicts run deep and, as such, will take time to resolve at every level. 

And yet, there is an opportunity to praise amidst suffering.  And there is always room for hope.  The Psalms have for 

millennia been the songbook of God’s people and they give us the language of hope in all kinds of circumstances. 
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Serving Our Church 

Is Worship at the Top of Your To-Do List? 

Luke 10:38-42  “Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village.  And a 

woman named Martha welcomed him into her house.  And she had a sister 

called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.  But Martha 

was distracted with much serving.  And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do 

you not see that my sister has left me to serve alone?  Tell her then to help me.”  

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 

about many things.  But one thing is necessary.   Mary has chosen the good 

portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

This is the story of Mary and Martha.  Does anyone read that story and kind of feel like you are on Team Martha?  I 

kind of feel for her, right?  She’s from the traditional perspective here, at least living the “mom life.”  She’s pretty 

intense here.  She’s taking care of business, she’s being hospitable, she’s working, and she’s serving.  There is a need 

and she is taking care of it.  You would think she would be commended for it and yet she’s actually being corrected by 

Jesus.  So what is going on here? 

This is a reminder to us to serve, but to remember to keep first things first.  We need to put worship at the top of the 

to-do list.  Martha is so busy frantically working for Jesus that she doesn’t spend time with Jesus.  And that’s a 

problem.   

Luke is asking us, What does it mean to love God?  So we have this story to help us keep first things first and put 

worship at the top of the to-do list.   

So I want to work through this.  Mary and Martha do their respective things (vs. 38-40a).  So Martha is hustling.  She’s 

trying to make her home fit for the King.  Good stuff.  But she’s also kind of done with it as well.  She asks the Lord for 

help . Did you catch her tone - don’t you care Jesus?  Jesus does care.  For those with the Martha streak in us or at least 

we are sympathetic to Martha, what we would like Jesus to say next is, “You know what, Martha, you’re right.  Where’s 

the vacuum? Let me help and let’s get this figured out. “  That’s what we would want and what we would expect.  But 

Jesus doesn’t say that.  He doesn’t say what Martha wants—to light a fire under Mary and get some help. Instead of 

giving Martha what she wants, instead of giving Martha what she thinks she needs,  He gives her what she really needs 

(vs 41-42).   

Mary put worship at the top of her to-do-list.  Jesus loves Martha enough to tell her the truth.  The meal, or the 

cleaning, or the lawn, or the car maintenance can wait.  But when Jesus is there, you spend time with Jesus.  So put 

worship at the top of the to-do list.  Loving God is our top priority.   

 - Pastor Justin 

If you would like to hear or see this message in it’s entirety, please go to YouTube and click on the Neighborhood Church Los 

Alamitos Live Stream from May 9 or select the Media option, Los Alamitos on our website, neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Serving Our Church 

Mother’s Day 

Our preschoolers’ handprints made flowers! 

Making a card for mom! 

Mother’s Day was so fun!  We celebrated all the moms and women who have loved on a child!  It surely takes a village 

to raise the little ones! 

 - Pastor Lorena 

Every woman in the Sunday gatherings were offered a 

“HERSHE” chocolate bar and a flower because we, as a 

church, honor women and thank them for being such 

wonderful examples. 

“Father God thank you for the moms you have placed 

in our lives whether it’s our birth mom or one that has 

come around and shown us your love, and shown us 

examples on how to live.  We appreciate them and 

you bringing them into our lives.  We ask that you 

honor and bless all women. . .Amen.” 

 - Pastor Mike 
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Handing our HERSHE’s (Hershey’s) chocolate bars and roses to all women! 

Serving Our Church 

Treat at Neighborhood Church 
Cypress, read the label, wow! 

 - Susan Barrios 
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Serving Our Church 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     2021 

Heavenly Father, 

Give grace and courage to the ones who have worked hard 

and now greet this special time of graduation. 

We thank you for protecting and guiding them to this 

point.  All praise and glory to You! 

Inspire the graduates to put to good use all of the 

knowledge, skills, and life lessons gained through their 

education. 

Most importantly, as they face unknown challenges 

moving on, help them to keep dear the greatest wisdom of 

all - that of knowing Jesus and the power of Christ! 

A chapter has closed and another eagerly awaits.  Pave 

their road with opportunities and inspire them to live with 

hope in this incredible journey called life. 

Continue to bless the graduates with love, protection, 

mercy, strength, and wisdom.  May they live passionately 

to honor and glorify Your name. 

In Jesus’ Name,  AMEN 
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Serving Our Church Serving Our Church 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 Elementary Schools 

May 12 was the last Wednesday Night for these awesome 6th graders.  

We prayed for them and encouraged them.  Student Ministries here 

they come! 

We will be celebrating all of our graduating 6th graders with a good-bye 

party on Sunday, June 6. 
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Serving Our Church 

Iris Chao 
Los Alamitos High School 
I will be attending University of California, 
Berkeley as a Cognitive Neuroscience 
major.  Please pray for a strong finish to my 
senior year, especially with finals and AP 
tests.  Also, please pray that I will find a 
good church and youth group/Christian 
club in college to support me. 

 
Belinda Calloway 
Kennedy High School 
I will be attending Cypress College in the 
fall, and want to be an elementary school 
teacher one day. Please pray that my faith 
will keep growing stronger with God.  As I 
attend college, I want to meet good 
Christian friends. 

 
Bethany Calloway 
Kennedy High School 
I will be attending Cypress College in the 
fall, and am asking for prayer and guidance 
as to what major I am to pursue.  I am not 
exactly sure what God wants me to do in 
life.  I’ve been having anxiety lately so that’s 
been hard; anxiety runs in my family and it 
gives me a lot of symptoms that make life 
non-enjoyable.  (I know anxiety does not 
come from God so I want to be freed from 
it).  Other minor health issues have become 
present.  I want to be free from all health 
issues.  I want to rid myself of all idols, 
anything that comes between me and God.  
I appreciate your prayers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Priscilla Gadsden 
Kenedy High School 
I will be attending California State 
University, Fullerton and will be majoring 
in photography.  Please pray that I will be 
able to get a job so I can actually pay for m 
own things, like living in an apartment. 
 
 

 
 

Lana Incasiano 
Millikan High School 
I will be attending Long Beach City College 
and majoring in Engineering Technology.  
Please pray for a career path for college. 
 
 
 
 

 
Eliana McElderry 
Los Alamitos High School 
I will be attending Vanguard University and 
will be majoring in Psychology.  I need 
prayer to find a good balance between 
school, dance, friends, and working.  Also, I 
need prayer to find work in my college 
area, to get used to being independent, 
and not seeing my family as much. 
 

Honoring Our Graduates 
     High Schools 
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Serving Our Church 

We apologize if we have missed anyone who graduated this year.  We celebrate your accomplishment and milestone 

in life and wish you great success in your future endeavors. 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 High Schools 

Star Morman 
Kennedy High School 
I will be attending Fullerton College with an 
Illustration major for two years.  Please 
pray I can move out when I start making 
money. 

Colleges and Universities 

Debbie Wyatt 
Azusa Pacific University 
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology 
 

Sam Frank 
Keck School of Medicine of USC 
Master of Science, Stem Cell Biology 
And Regenerative Medicine 
 

Avery  Morgan 
Cypress High School 
I will be working at Hume Lake 
Christian Camp this summer in the 
General Store.  So, lots of prayer for 
Hume - that I will find my people and 
have a good time.  I will be going to 
Cypress College in the fall and I’m not 
sure yet what I will be majoring in.  I 
would love prayers for clarity on what 
my career path should be and just 
adulting in general. 
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Serving Our Church 

Join us Sunday, June 13 to Celebrate 
all God has done this past year  

and look forward to where God is calling us next year! 

The day will include: 

CELEBRATION WORSHIP GATHERINGS - You are invited to these special worship gatherings look-

ing back on all God has done this past year through song, sermon, video, baptisms, and more! 

VOTING MEETINGS - Join us immediately after either of our worship gatherings for a quick vote to 

determine who will be serving as an Elder or Trustee for this upcoming year, as well as confirming 

our new fiscal year budget. 

CHURCH PICNIC - Join us for a family-friendly outdoor lunch, a quick meeting of thankfulness, and 

fun, family-friendly activities!  Drop by anytime after 12:30pm at the beautiful back lawn of the Los 

Alamitos 7th-Day Adventist Church (see map on next page). 
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2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Lance Peterson, Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Middle Row (left to right): Jim Passmore, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Nick Stonoha, Steve Ellis 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, John Paris, Mark Ancheta 
 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better ways to 

measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, 

Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and 

appreciate the opportunity to pray with and for them.  

Serving Our Church 

If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is giving, give generously.  If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

Romans 12:8 
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2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 
 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 
 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  

 
To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Serving Our Church 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as                             

faithful stewards of God’s grace 

1 Peter 4:10 
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Serving Our Church 

One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 

opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 

serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about our church or 

turn in your Connection Card, and visitors receive a gift.  This is one of 

those ministries where you are first to know who’s visiting our church and 

to greet them in a personal way. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We 

have seven front doors and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome 

families and guests to our church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as 

people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 

minutes if you could do both services on one Sunday. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, 

help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit 

to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our team! 

 

Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 

  manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or 

EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one Sunday per month. 

 

Leader: Mark Ryan  

  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 



27 

 

We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s 

easy!  Just collect and drop off empty water bottles and soda 

cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 9:00am to 

4:00pm. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at 

Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the ministries of the church 

and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library 

collection contains both informational and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  

Materials are available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

The  Library will be open between gatherings (10:15-10:45am) on Sunday. 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

Also, if you would like to volunteer in the library, please call or text Joanne Ladewig at (714) 489-3206. 
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Serving Our Community 

 

Loving Your Neighbor 

It is important to understand that loving your neighbor is not just a simple task.  Instead it requires your entire self to 

be selfless.  It requires you to show compassion, kindness, forgiveness, and provide service and meet the needs  for 

your neighbors. 

To honestly love your neighbors, you must give. . . 

 Compassion:  Compassion is an action, not simply a sympathetic feeling.  When you are compassionate, you are 

there for your neighbors, regardless of what he/she/or they are going through.  You lend a hand, offer an embrace, 

and an open ear. 

 Kindness:  You never know what is going on in someone else’s life.  In today’s world, we live behind closed doors, 

creating the reality we want on social media while living the reality we have within our own private boundaries.  Be 

kind.  Go above and beyond what is expected of you to show a softer side; to show love.  After all, the person you 

may think doesn’t need it may need your kindness most of all. 

 Sharing:  As quickly as we receive something, it can be taken away.  Our blessings are not ours to hoard and 

indulge in.  They are meant for us to share.  If you have something and you see someone else doesn’t, then share.  

This includes your faith.  Luke 3:11 says, “. . .If you have two shirts, give one to the poor.  If you have food, share it 

with those who are hungry.” 

 Forgiving:  Oh how God has forgiven you and me.  Who are we to not forgive others?  I know, it is hard.  Of course 

it is - that is why forgiveness is so great and powerful.  If it were easy, it wouldn’t be as meaningful, would it?  Think 

about it - we even pray it regularly when saying The Lord’s Prayer, from Matthew 6, “Forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.” 

 It is a good idea to practice what you pray. 

 Service:  Finally, serve your neighbors.  Allowing yourself to put humility into practice is what happens when you 

serve your neighbors.  Let them know that you are there for them if they need anything - then, truly be there.  

Whether it is babysitting, a car ride, cleaning, or even a simple cup of sugar. 

Who Are Your Neighbors? 

The first thing that comes to mind for most of us is the next-door neighbor or the family that lives across the street, 

right?  Well, they sure are your neighbors, especially in the literal meaning of the word.  But loving your neighbors 

means loving those you are in community with and those you aren’t.  Those who live in your neighborhood and those 

who don’t.  Those who work with you, go to school with you, or even serve you at your local coffee shop.  Loving thy 

neighbor does not stop with those right around your residence.  Your neighbor is everyone including the “least of 

these” (Matthew 25:40). 

Go on, spread some love. . . 
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Serving in Missions 
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Serving in Missions 

It is possible to move men, through God, by prayer alone.  - Hudson Taylor 

His Refuge 

His Refuge, a new name for our multifaceted ministry to refugees and immigrants.  It has four components:  Seeking 

Refuge (prayer ministry), Being Refuge (helping refugees and immigrants stateside), Experiencing Refuge (trips into 

refugee camps), and Advocating Refuge (sharing our passion for refugees and immigrants to individuals and groups). 

Not Meeting But Retreating! 

Our next Seeking Refuge was scheduled for Memorial Day so we decided as a team to reschedule, but couldn’t find a 

Monday available for our team.  Instead, we decided to take time out for a retreat.  We have been blessed by a gift of a 

resort getaway in San Diego so off we went to pray, plan, and rest. 

Our verse for our time was Acts 1:8,  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

Our time in the word and in prayer was focused on the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Can you intercede for us? 

Could you pray that we would hear from God?  That we would be unified as we plan and that the God of creation would 

grant us through His Spirit a creative and imaginative time?   

Thank you for partnering with us! 

Our next Seeking Refuge meeting will be on June 28.  You are welcome to join us at Calvary Chapel, 1010 N. Tustin, 

Santa Ana, 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

 - Tom and Gayle Shook. EFCA 

Seeking Refuge Team (left to right):  Eryn, Lacey, Helen, 

Gayle and Tom Shook 
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Serving in Missions 

Diversifying Your Assets for Eternal Impact in Brazil 

One year ago, Holly took a team of students to Brazil.  While there, her team launched four 

new campus ministries in four days.  It was only possible because of a student named 

Vanderlei.  He set up our entire trip and where we should do outreach.  Though a senior in 

college, Vanderlei was already volunteering as a full-time missionary.  He was spending every 

waking moment training his peers in evangelism and discipleship, and overseeing multiple 

movements on various campuses.  After serving with him during that week, Holly knew God 

was going to use him for great things. 

Since very early in life, Vanderlei wanted to be a missionary.  He loved 

hearing stories of missionaries that his parents hosted in their home.  

In college, he spent one year overseas in Chicago.  There, he saw hundreds of other students 

with Cru share the gospel at squares, parks, and universities.  He knew he wanted to do this at 

his university when he returned to Brazil.  He’s now not only started movements in his own city 

but has traveled to other states and countries to help start new movements.  He knows that God 

is calling him to continue making disciples of Jesus in Brazilian universities. 

Vanderlei has decided to join staff full-time with Cru to continue to coach and train students in 

his location where there is currently no staff,  We immediately knew we wanted to invest in his 

ministry because we knew he is a hard worker who loves the Lord and has already led many to 

Christ.  Brazil needs someone like Vanderlei to train churches and ministries so that the church 

can thrive there.  We truly believe we are diversifying our assets and being good stewards of the funds given to us by 

faithfully partnering with Vanderlei.  We wanted to invite you to prayerfully consider joining us and invest in what God 

is doing in Brazil.  You can personally contact him via email at vanderlei.vieira@cru.org.br or you can learn more about 

him and give at https://give.cru.org/1104540. Thank you for prayerfully considering partnering with us to invest in 

Vanderlei so that more of this world can be reached with the gospel. 

Personal Update and Prayer 

Please pray for Matt and Holly as they film 19 videos on Holly’s curriculum, Disciple to Disciplemaker, so that more 

people can be trained to use it. 

Pray for Matt’s workload to not be stressful with recording andediting these videos, as well as working on some 

ministry websites. 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 
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Serving in Missions 

Pakistan 

The news out of Pakistan is not good 

• The CDC recommends all travel to Pakistan be avoided due to COVID. 

• The French government advised all of its citizens to temporarily leave Pakistan due to the unrest. 

• A 12-year-old girl in Pakistan was found chained in the home of her “husband.” 

• Two Christians studying the Bible at a park were charged with blasphemy in Pakistan. 

Still, there is encouraging news out of Pakistan.  God’s activities never stop.  Through your financial gifts, we are able to 

help the Christian community. 

Leadership Training:  Weekly, I am equipping pastors via Zoom.  We follow four 

steps: Demonstration of a skill, Practice by pastors, Evaluation of their 

assignments, and Expansion to others.  The most satisfying elements are their 

eagerness to learn and their passing on the information to their church disciples. 

Food Distribution:  Because of your gifts, we were able to partner with a ministry 

in Pakistan and distribute food to both brick kiln workers and others who were 

suffering from a lack of food.  Brick kiln workers (men, women, and children) are 

like modern-day slaves.  Their debts are passed on from one generation to the 

next. 

Aiding  Christians:  Life is difficult for Christians in Pakistan.  Besides assisting a 

pastor who required special glasses to study the Bible, and a Christian leader who 

needed assistance with some medical bills, we are checking to see if we can help 

the family of a Christian who was killed by extremists. 

Future Plans 

A project that I am helping to launch is an evangelistic outreach to Muslims by 

Pakistan Muslims who have become followers of Christ.  I will share more 

information as the ministry unfolds. 

Currently, I am still “on hold” for traveling to Cuba and Pakistan due to the 

pandemic.  I have received my COVID vaccinations.  Now I am waiting for 

quarantine restrictions to be lifted. 

 - Bruce Camp, DualReach 



34 

 

 

Teaching Our Children 

June 6  6th Grade Sendoff Party 
   3-5pm for kids in 4th-6th grades 

June 20-26 Hume Lake Summer Camp 
   Kids get to worship God by the fire and do  

   fun outdoor activities! 

July 19-23 The Great Rescue VBS 

Children are able to apply what they are taught at church to their everyday lives.  Just a couple of 

weeks ago I read Psalm 27:10 which says, “Though my father and mother forsake me, the Lord 

will receive me.”  I could sense the children were taking it all in.  At the end of our time together, 

one girl came to me and said, “Ms. Lorena, it’s har for me to be without my parents.  I don’t like 

to be away from them, but today I learned that God is with me even when my parents are not.” 

Those words made my day!  Two weeks later, when we were wrapping up our last Wednesday 

night, another girl shared that over the course of our Wednesday Nights, she had learned that 

God loves her no matter what. 

So, again, yes!  Children are impressionable and if we give them an arsenal of God’s truth to store 

in their hearts, they will be able to use God’s word against the lies they are told every day. 

 - Pastor Lorena 
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Teaching Our Children 

We Love Wednesday Nights! 

We celebrated our last Wednesday Night on May 12 with a Cosmic Dodgeball Night! 

We will be taking a summer break and be back in August.   
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Summer Camp 
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Vacation Bible School 

Volunteers are needed for VBS!  Registration for volunteers is coming soon! 

For information, visit neighborhoodchurch.com/connect/kids or scan the QR code above. 
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Discipling Our Students 

Over the past few weeks, students have engaged the below questions together: 
 

Is God just a human invention?  

 

Can we know for certain that God does exist and He is worth knowing?  

 

If there is a super-intelligent Creator, the question arises, what is He like?  

 

Is He just some “Cosmic Force” like in Star Wars, or is He a personal being like you and me? 

 

Since you and I are personal and relational beings, wouldn’t the One who created everything and everyone also be 
personal and relational?  

 

And if this Creator is personal and since He has given us the ability to communicate, wouldn't we expect Him to 
communicate with us and let us know why we are here? 

 

Students observed General Revelation (The universe, nature, even our very own DNA) and how it points to us 
having been intelligently designed by a designer that is waaaaaaaaaay bigger, stronger, smarter than 
anything any human could create.  

 

For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky.  Through everything God made, 
they can clearly see His invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature... (Romans 1:20 NLT)  

 

Students have also seen the need for Special Revelation (the Bible) as God’s personal communication to 
every human being containing the super special details about Him and our own purposes that can’t be 
understood from solely looking at the universe, nature or our DNA.  We need God’s special message to us in 
order to understand the why behind what He has created.  

 

The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.  (Psalm 119:130 ESV)  

 - Pastor Jon 

 
 

Find out more about Neighborhood Church Student Ministries (Grades 7th-12th) on: 

Instagram: neighborhoodchurch_students 

Facebook: Neighborhood Church Student Ministries 

Website: neighborhoodchurch.com/connect/students  

Tuesday Nights (7-8:30pm) at the Cypress Campus Gym (6143 Ball Rd, Cypress) 
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Discipling Our Students 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

The young adults here have a great time and are a vital part of Neighborhood Church! 

• Join us every month or two as we gather as one big party for fun, food, and 

fellowship!  

• Join one of our young adult small groups, meeting weekly to grow deeper in God, 

find great support, and learn who God has called us to be!  

• Join us as we help so many parts of the church work well! We serve in Worship 

Arts, tech, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, greeters ministry, and more.  

Find a place to use your God-given gifts and join us to make a difference in our 

community!  

Check out open Life Groups on our website neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Join A Life Group! 

What is a Life Group?   A collection of people who come together each week to 

study the Word of God, enjoy each other's company, pray for each other, share 

some great snacks, and hold each other up during life's trials.  Todd and I were 

blessed to become part of a Life Group but the definition above does not do justice 

to explain the experience.   

For Todd and I, our Life Group took us through some very difficult familial 

challenges and experiences as we moved through life.  Our group was there when 

we experienced family issues such as deaths, discovering addictions, health scares, 

and serious illnesses.  Individuals shared their experiences, brought us comfort, 

and provided perspective.  Additionally, our group prayed for us, listened to us, sat with us.  In similar fashion, Todd 

and I were honored to come alongside our group members as they walked through their own trials.  Having this type of 

connection with people makes you realize you are not alone when life gives you that sucker punch to the gut, and that 

really helps you get through the tough times.  Over the two years we were part of our Life Group we could not have 

imagined how much we would come to care for our Life Group.  We are grateful and even had the honor to co-host for 

a season when the group needed an alternate location to meet.    

When Todd and I were called to move out of state to Texas, our Life Group was there for us every step of the way 

during the transition in ways we could not have expected.  From bringing us food during the never ending packing, 

coming alongside us to pack boxes, preparing for a yard sale and helping on yard sale day, pushing the broom and 

vacuum, and many other tasks along the way.  As a matter of fact, Pastor Ron and Marilyn Jackson were there as we 

loaded the final items onto our RV, which is our home until we move into our new home, and waved us off into our 

adventure!  Pastor Ron will never forget his birthday 2021! 

Back to the definition.  Yes, joining a Life Group will be a weekly gathering of individuals, but it can also become an 

extension of your family.  Your group will become a place where you un-package the Word of God together to grow as 

a disciple of Christ.  Your group will be a source of support and comfort.   

Join a Life Group!  

 - Linda London 
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Sharing Our Lives 

YOUNG ADULTS 
Sundays  7:00pm-9:00pm 

KELLOG / ROWLEY 
Sundays  10:45am-Noon 

JONES 
Mondays  7:00pm-8:30pm  (online) 

SLAGLE / FIEGER 
Tuesdays  2:00pm-3:30pm 
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Sharing Our Lives 

LANKA 
Fridays  7:00pm-9:00pm 

KOVACIK / BRIGHT 
Wednesdays  6:45pm-8:15pm 

WYATT 
Wednesdays  6:30pm-7:30pm 

FERGUSON 
Tuesdays  6:30pm-8:30pm 

BIRGE 
Tuesdays  7:00pm-9:00pm 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal 

Beach Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for 

the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one 

another and fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women 

are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, June 1 

Our Hostess for June:   Dot Slagle & Beverly Hayworth  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Helena Loven’s home on Saturday, June 26 at noon.  Please bring your lunch with you, water 

and ice tea will be provided.  After lunch we will be sharing what has been going on in our 

lives.  If you would like information on this fun-filled event, please contact: 

Leaders:   Ginny DeBois (714) 915-1289 

  Helena Loven (714) 305-0436   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Helen Passmore, Linda 

Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to serve the women 

of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits - The Quiet Spirits class is starting again!  This group is specifically for women 

and involves Bible study, fellowship, and prayer support. 

If you have been a “regular” in the past, please come back.  If you are new to the church, or 

new to adult fellowships, please stop by and meet the group.  A favorite saying is that “we are 

a soft place to land.” 

Bible study will begin on Sunday, June 6 on a continuing weekly basis.  Our teacher for 

June will be Pastor Ron Jackson.  Fellowship and prayer will be from 10:45am-11:00am, and 

Ron will teach from 11:00am-11:30am. 

After so much uncertainty, it is exciting to re-open this class!  Please join us and refresh your 

heart!  

 
Leaders:   Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  

Day/Time:        Sundays at 10:45am 

Where:   Room 4 
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Sharing Our Lives 

ALOHA!  If you haven’t gone to Hawaii lately, we are bringing it to you! 

Wahines (i.e. females) of all ages and stages of life - senior high schoolers up to senior citizens - are invited to come 

vacation at the Aloha time together: 

Friday, July 30 

6:30pm - 9:00pm 

Enjoy the balmy ocean breeze, or at least think about it, as we gather inside the lovely island getaway of Neighborhood 

Church for a fantastic time of Hawaiian(ish) dinner, games, creative art making (we have got such a fun one planned!), 

plus a time of worship, learning, discussion, and some lovely surprises. 

Aloha can be translated as “the presence of divine breath.”  Isn’t that lovely?  Come share in the presence of Aloha 

together. 

The cost for this all-inclusive, tropical-like, resort staycation is only $5.00!  Much cheaper than airfare and a hotel in 

Hawaii! 

We look forward to seeing you there!  To sign up or for more information, please contact Susan Peterson at 

Susan@funplaces.com. 



47 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)  We are taking a break for the summer.  

Please join us in September when we will begin the study of Matthew.   

Each week men 18 years of age and older will come together to study the Bible, 

learn from one another, and be challenged and encouraged to live for something 

larger than themselves.  In-person and online groups are available. 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Main Worship Center   To Be Announced 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

MMLT - Men’s Ministry Leadership Team is working to share the gospel by connecting men with other men through 

bible studies and various events.  The team consists of Mark Ancheta, Glen Asman, Wayne Alves (facilitator), Craig 

Barnes,  Bob Kabelitz, and Brent Theodore. 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 

 

Cancer Companions provides a Christian-

based group and/or a one-on-one support 

ministry to help those going through or have 

gone through cancer along with their 

caregivers. We do not want anyone to go 

through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various 

opportunities to get together and/or pray for 

you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 
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  Men’s and Women’s Open Share Groups  

Meeting In-Person and on Zoom! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-

ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 

relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 

What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 

habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  

Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   

Open share groups are meeting in-person on Thursdays at 7pm at the church.  People may also join this meeting on 

Zoom.  If you want a Zoom invitation, contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or call (717) 951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 

Al-Anon is an adult support group started for spouses and family members of individuals addicted 

to any substance.  This group is for individuals who want to learn how to go on with life when a 

loved one is self-destructing with alcohol or substance abuse.  Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 

Contact:  Regina S. (714) 404-0829 

Day/Time:  Sundays at 4:30pm  

Location:  Prayer Chapel 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
                 Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

Join us on Thursdays  

7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 Room #9 (new location!) 
 

 

June 3   (week #7)   Guilt and Anger 

June 10 (week #8)   Complicating Factors 

June 17 (week #9)   Stuck 

June 24 (week #10)   Lessons of Grief - Part 2 

Recently lost a loved one?  Find hope and healing!  
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Go! And make disciples of every nation, baptizing them in the 

name of the Faither, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.   Remember, I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age. 

 Matthew 28:19-20 

Special Mother’s Day music performed by 

(left to right) Lyla and Nicole Sliwa, Vivian 

McElderry, Diane Wilson (wife of Pastor Mike 

from the Baptist Church), and Laurie Jewell. 

They sang “I am” by Nichole Nordeman. 

God is enough for each of us at every stage we are 

in life.  He never leaves us alone. 

 - Suzanne McElderry 
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Honoring Mothers and Their Babies 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we know that every life is a 

precious gift from God.  A new baby coming into the 

world is usually exciting news and celebrated by all 

family and friends.  But in some cases the news that a 

baby is expected is met with fear, guilt, and desperation.  

The staff and supporters of Precious Life Shelter in Los 

Alamitos have been meeting those mothers at the point 

of their need since 1989, providing a loving, home-like 

environment.  Its purpose is to give residential 

emergency, transitional and single parent efficiency 

housing, food, and immediate necessities for mother 

and baby who have no place to live.  They provide a 

tiered structured environment, teach independent living 

skills and assistance in securing employment, job training, 

and schooling.  Our church has supported this wonderful 

organization for many years by volunteering in their 

administrative offices, participating in property work days 

and most recently, by co-hosting a Mother’s Day party on 

May 1.  

Volunteers from the Neighborhood Church of Los 

Alamitos partnered with Radiant Church of Huntington 

Beach to put on a Cinco de Mayo themed event for the 

mothers and their babies.  We arrived at the shelter at 

8am that day to set up tables, chairs, and easy-ups in 

their spacious parking lot.   

The young mothers and babies were professionally 

photographed by George Adams.  After the photography session, the ladies were treated to a craft.  They painted and 

decorated memory boxes while volunteers took care of their babies and rocked them which was a real treat for the 

babies and new moms,  As the ladies were working on their memory boxes, Ellen Kabelitz shared a personal devotion 

and said grace prior to lunch. 

During lunch, everyone was treated to a fabulous professional Folklorio dance troupe performance as entertainment.  

The costumes were representative of the many regions in Mexico.  And following lunch, the moms were presented 

with gift bags. 

Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

 

The mothers were overwhelmed with gratitude 

and expressed their appreciation repeatedly.  For 

us as volunteers, it was enough to have the time 

to sit with them, listen to their stories, and show 

the love of God in this small way.  

Even in this affluent community, there are those 

around us every day that need so much.  First of 

all, they need to know their sins are forgiven by 

Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross.  Then God 

tells us to look outside of ourselves and recognize 

those that may need practical assistance, whether 

it is a job, a meal, an education, or a safe place to 

live.  No matter what our talent or ability, God can 

use us to bless others if we’re willing.   

There are many great local organizations that are 

doing outstanding jobs in serving those less 

fortunate than us.  Precious Life Shelter is just one 

of them.  I know they would welcome your 

assistance, too. 

 - Ginny DeBois and Ellen Kabelitz 
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Lemon Squares 

1/2 lb. butter 

2 cups flour 

2 Tablespoons sugar 

Mix together butter, flour, and sugar.  

Pour into 13x9 baking dish 

Bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes.  Cool. 

1 cup confectioners sugar 

1/2 lb. cream cheese 

1-12 oz tub of Cool Whip 

Mix together confectioners sugar, cream cheese, and Cool Whip. 

Spread on cooled crust 

2 packages Jell-O Cook & Serve Lemon Pudding & Pie Filling 

4 egg yolks 

1 cup sugar 

4 cups water 

Capful of lemon juice 

Cook together lemon pie filling, egg yolks, sugar, water, and 

lemon juice. 

Spread on top of cream cheese mixture. 

Refrigerate for at least 2 hours or overnight. 

Nick and Hannah Stonoha 
   and their children, Emma and Sam 

Nick is on the Elder Board, is in the sermon 
rotation at the Los Alamitos campus, and 
volunteers in the Children’s Wednesday Nights 
ministry, 

Hannah volunteers in Children’s Ministry. 
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1. I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.  I’ll let you know. 

2. What rock group has four men that don’t sing?  Mount Rushmore. 

3. Why couldn’t the bicycle stand up by itself?  It was two tired. 

4. Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon?  Great food, no atmosphere. 

5. Why do melons have weddings?  Because they cantaloupe! 

6. How many apples grow on a tree?  All of them. 

7. Did you hear the rumor about butter?  Well, I’m not going to spread it1 

8. Did you hear about the guy who invented Lifesavers?  They say he made a  mint! 

9. What is the tallest building in the world?  The library - it’s got the most stories. 

10. What do you call a fish with two knees?  A two-knee fish! 

11. What is a ninja’s favorite type of shoes?  Sneakers! 

12. Did you hear about the cheeseburger who couldn’t stop telling jokes?  It was on a roll. 

13. Why did the coach go to the bank?  He wanted his quarter back. 

14. Why couldn’t the green pepper practice archery?  Because it didn’t habanero. 

15. My friend said to me, “What rhymes with orange?”  I told him, “No it doesn’t!” 

16. Why is Peter Pan always flying?  Because he Neverlands. 

17. Dogs can’t operate an MRI machine.  But catscan. 

18. What do you call a toothless bear?  A gummy bear! 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
(714) 952-30010 x213 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x212 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection & 
Discipleship 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halli Kim 
Graphics Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x202 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacob Messersmith 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x205 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x204 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shawn Thomas 
 

Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x208 
EM: Jon@ 
 
 



60 

 

 

 

Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Annual Church Celebration 

Flag Day 

Father’s Day 

Next Stepper’s Event 

Hume Lake Summer Camp 

The Great Rescue (VBS) 

Bloom Presents:  Aloha 

Main Office:  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 


