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Welcome to the Fresh New Hope of April! 

This year-long flood of the global pandemic is seeming to subside. Numbers 

of new cases of Covid are down, and numbers of people getting vaccinated 

ae up. There is the newness of schools reopening, restaurants being allowed to have indoor dining, school sports 

games are being held, and even Disneyland is opening!  It all feels good and fresh for our world is beginning to bud like 

springtime flowers and trees.  

Spring is such an uplifting time of year.  After our long and cold winter, ( I know in the rest of the nation that 

experienced “real” weather with temperatures at the freezing point would say it’s not that cold.  Ok, so we are 

weather wimps here SoCal,) we love it when there are blue skies, temperatures in the mid-70’s and 80’s, and that 

extra fragrance that spring brings is amazing and joyful!  To add to this, April brings the beauty of those new budding 

flowers and trees bursting with color.  It is refreshing, uplifting, and energizing to smell that incredible aroma of 

orange blossoms filling the air (my backyard is a fragrance-fest with the orange blossoms from my tree and my 

neighbor’s).  Yes, my allergies act up and it is a mixed blessing, but the flowers are so beautiful, the bright colors are 

stunning, and the new life and new growth are a joy to witness.  The refresh of springtime brings on a smile! What a 

wonderful time of the year, full of the hope of new and thriving life. 

Spring brings in that refreshment of vitality, not only in the plants and trees around us, but in our lives as we are 

reminded of what the season of Easter means, a newness of and renewed sense of life in Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

Because of what Jesus did many years ago around springtime we have a fresh new life!  Spring is the incredible time of 

year when we celebrate the life, the sacrificial death, the burial. . .and the amazing resurrection of Jesus!  

1 Corinthians 15:3-4   …that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He 

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Our hope and prayer is for you to experience the warmth and fragrance of Christ, and all that faith in Jesus brings.  

God has called us as a church to do all we can to help people thrive as fully functioning followers of Jesus.  So, please 

take a moment and read through this Connections magazine and see how you can connect with others as we all 

connect with our Lord.  

Enjoying the freshness of life in Jesus along with you, 

 

 

Mike 

Message from Mike 
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HOLY WEEK 

Reflect on Christ’s sacrifice for us through our 

unique worship gathering, complete with 

interactive experiences, take-home elements, 

and a separate children’s program. 

April 2 

6:30-7:30 pm 

In-person at the Cypress campus Worship 

Center 

Online:  Livestream 

Easter week tells the story of God engaging a fallen 

humanity, but He also wants us to engage the world 

as well. 

Join our Shine Kidz to assemble Care Packs on: 

March 31 

3:30-5:30 pm 

This is an opportunity for families to serve together.  

(contact  Pastor Rich or Pastor Lorena). 
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HOLY WEEK 

We want to live out the love of Jesus by giving to 

our surrounding community!  Learn more by 

contacting the pastors below: 

 Loads of Love - encouraging local neighbors 

with free laundry help (contact Pastor Mike) 

 City Egg Hunt - partnering with the City of 

Cypress by donating to the Drive-thru Egg 

Hunt event at the Cypress Community 

Center (contact Pastor Lorena) 

 Loving Los Al - assisting with the Los Alamitos 

Spring Carnival Event (contact Pastor Justin) 

Join us as we celebrate Jesus and His 

engagement with others, us, and the world!  

Enjoy any of these worship gatherings at our 

Cypress campus on April 4th: 

1. 8:00am “Family Service” (no separate 

children’s program) 

2. 8:30am Resurrection Service (in Spanish) 

3. 9:30am Worship Gathering (full Children’s 

Ministry offered) 

4. 11:00am Worship Gathering (full Children’s 

Ministry offered) 
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EASTER 

Where Would I Choose to Attend Easter Sunrise Service? 

An Easter sunrise service in Ireland sounds to me like a little bit of heaven.  I can’t think of a 

better “marriage” of senses and connection to our Lord. 

I’ve traveled to Ireland four times now.  I’m struck by so many things, including the beauty of the 

land.  An Easter sunrise service overlooking the “Wild Atlantic Way” or even looking at this tree 

we saw on one of our trips (below) would be a dream come true while celebrating our Lord’s 

resurrection. 

I love trees - they are not only beautiful but reveal much about the land they are planted in and even our Lord.  To me, 

this tree in Ireland was significant  because of its endurance; it reminded me of the Christian walk. 

The tree had been tall and strong at one point.  Over time, the winds and disease came and ravished it, but it hung on.  

The insides died, yet it kept on. It adapted by using what was around it for nourishment and growth and covering.  

Many different elements came in like ivy and other plants, to sustain it.  Still, it thrived and this tree, that was just a 

shell at one point, actually became stronger (and more interesting) than before.  All the elements became a part of the 

tree and were mutually dependent upon each other.  It became shinier and truly beautiful to look at; it even seemed 

happier (if that is possible with a tree). 

In this old wonderful tree, I also see the Christian walk.  At first, we were tall and strong in the Lord.  Over times 

“troubles” come and the very things that help us grow is completely different.  Enduring those things leads to an 

“emptying” of ourselves.  Sometimes we feel like our insides have died, yet we keep going.  We adapt by using what is 

around us for growth and covering.  Many different elements come in to mold and shape us including our friends and 

families.  Still, we thrive and although we may have been a shell at one point, we actually become stronger when we 

empty ourselves - truly stronger - as God uses His purposes to “fill” us.  The many different challenges we go through 

and survive make us who we are and give us the ability to be used by our 

Lord.  In truth, the more we go through the better.  What happens is 

surprising and beautiful.  We look different and have a glow that others 

notice.  He allows us to gain strength to endure whatever comes our way, 

and actually become more interesting and beautiful as we endure.  We have 

a peace that surpasses all understanding.  Our leaves are inviting and 

although mismatched like a patchwork quilt of many colors, everyone wants 

to ride out the storm with us. 

I would love to go to an Easter sunrise service in Ireland and would especially 

love to see that tree at the same time.  It would add more color to the 

experience and remind me of ALL the Lord did for us.  He saved us - in ALL 

ways.  Especially during an Easter sunrise service, I give thanks. 

 - Kerry Couch 



10 

 

EASTER 

My Favorite Easter Memory 

The meaning of Easter has certainly evolved in my life.  Truthfully, as a child, Easter to me was all about candy.  I was a 

big chocolate fan, and finding those little plastic eggs filled with the good stuff and an Easter basket with a bunny ready 

to lose its ears to a big bite was certainly right up my alley! 

Funny enough though, my most cherished Easter memory has nothing to do with egg hunting or scarfing down 

chocolate bunnies as a child.  In fact, I only need to travel back a couple of years to an amazing and quite unique Easter 

Sunday. To say it was touching and beautiful and joyful all at once, is a huge understatement. 

This particular Easter, I spent the morning at “Cowboy Church,” 

watching and listening to my father and his bluegrass bandmates sing 

gospel songs.  We gathered in a dirt “field” surrounded by horse trails 

and trees.  It felt nothing like my traditional Orange County Easter 

experiences.  The scene unfolded with haybales, warm blankets, 

roaming dogs and hot coffee.  Several people actually rode their horses 

to the service in true cowboy/cowgirl fashion.  It was simply perfect. 

I did not know anyone, except for my parents, but that did not matter.  

There was something quite comforting about all of us getting together 

that chilly morning as believers in this very non-traditional way, that 

instantly made me feel welcome and at-ease as if I were wrapped in a warm blanket of God’s love.  

The music was a mixture of traditional hymns and more modern country songs – all centered on God and His amazing 

grace.  The message preached that morning about the Resurrection was hopeful and inspiring.  But what really hit me at 

a deep level was watching my dad playing and singing such meaningful music.  Through the songs, I saw God’s love and 

joy shining through my dad which was quite unexpected.  Even after nearly nine decades on this earth, my dad had not 

been demonstrative about his faith and never gave even a hint that he believed in God.  I never saw or heard him pray, 

read the Bible or even talk of it.  So, you can imagine how seeing and hearing him sing about Jesus and His love, 

absolutely blew me away.  Truly. 

The memory is so sweet because through music, I saw my dad’s faith and his belief in our Savior.  Even now, several 

years later, just thinking about that Easter morning brings a smile to my face and heart.  That day gave me perspective 

not only on my father and his spiritual journey, but I guess it hit home how we all walk different life paths with God. 

Some people share their faith comfortably with everyone, while others internalize a bit more.  What it all comes down 

to is that our relationships with God are very personal, and we all choose to share our love for Him with others in 

distinctive ways.  It can even happen through music, on a plot of dirt, with horses and dogs and hats and boots.  I 

witnessed it for myself and will always treasure the memory.  

And I will take that any day over a chocolate egg or a bunny ear.  Thank you, Jesus! 

 - Stacy Berry 
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EASTER 

If You Could Be Any Character in the Easter Story,  
Who Would You Choose? 

As Christians, the Easter story is something we hear at least once a year.  Although the 

story ends in glory and hope, it includes a painful description of the sacrifice made by our 

loving Father and His one and only Son Jesus Christ, for the reconciliation of sin, so that 

those who believe may have eternal life. 

The sequence of events and the characters which lead to this ultimate sacrifice and glory 

are many, but for some reason the character that always sticks out in my mind is Simon of 

Cyrene.  We are told in three of the four gospels - Matthew, Mark, and Luke - that out of 

the crowd, a man, Simon of Cyrene was compelled to bear the cross for Jesus. He was 

picked by Roman soldiers to carry Jesus’s cross.  The description of this event in the Bible 

is no more than one to two sentences depending on the book of the Bible.  Simon is very much a side character, pulled 

into one of the greatest stories in history.  He was not compelled to carry the cross out of compassion or love for Jesus, 

rather he was unexpectedly pulled into the situation.  In fact, we are told that Simon of Cyrene was traveling through 

the area, perhaps making this event even more unexpected for him.  Simon’s story reminds me of the impact we can 

have on others and the impact they can have on us when we least expect it, as characters in God’s story.  

I can honestly say that the most significant roles and experiences in my life have not been those which I have pursued 

or chosen but rather have been opportunities God allowed which I stumbled into or was compelled to act on.  Simon 

was compelled to bear Jesus’s cross that day.  Can you imagine, carrying Jesus’s cross?  Simon’s experience that day 

surely was overshadowed by fear and confusion.  However, I would venture to say that as the days and weeks 

unfolded, he realized who this Jesus was that he helped, and the role he was able to play in the story.   

Simon’s story reminds me that God has a purpose and will for each of us and will use us for His glory.  Sometimes this 

means carrying the cross through hostile and scary situations we do not want to be in.  God allowed Simon to be part 

of Jesus’s story and allowed him the opportunity to help Him.  Like Simon, I pray that God will use me.  The reward may 

not be apparent, and the price may be high, but God the Father has allowed it, so I will bear the cross.   

Blessings to all of you this Easter.  

 - Aida Honey 
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EASTER 

Why Did Jesus Have to Die? 

If someone were to ask you, “Why did Jesus have to die?  Why is it important that we know 

Jesus rose from the dead?”, how would you answer them?  My answer would be: At this 

Easter season, I want you to think about where the journey to the cross began. 

You might be surprised to learn that the story begins in Genesis 1:26-27 where God created 

mankind in the image of God.  Then in Genesis 2:16-17 “the LORD God commanded the man 

saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of knowledge of good 

and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  In Genesis 3:6-

7 they both disobeyed. 

Warren Wiersbe explains: “Eve was deceived, but Adam sinned willfully with his eyes wide open” (I Timothy 2:14).  

This is why Paul points to Adam, not Eve, as the one who brought sin and death into the human race (Romans 5:12-

21).  “For as in Adam all die” (I Corinthians 15:22).  God sees First Adam as the head of the human race, the original 

creation.  When Adam sinned, we sinned in him and through him suffered the consequences of sin and death.  

But God sees Jesus Christ as the new creation (II Corinthians 5:17); and through His righteous act of obedience in 

dying on the cross, Christians have life and righteousness.  Faith in Jesus Christ moves us out of Adam and into Christ, 

and we are accepted by God (John 1:12-13). 

God’s love for sinners in no way eliminates His holy hatred for sin, for while it’s true “God is Love” (John 4:8, 16), it’s 

also true that “God is light” (1:5).  A holy God must deal with sin, for the good of the sinners and the glory of His 

name. 

The Bible is God’s love story of redemption.  And there was only one Person who was qualified to rescue us, God’s 

Son.  Out of eternal glory with the Father, Jesus (earthly name) Christ (His title) came into our world of sin (Matthew 

1:18-25, Luke 1:26-37). 

And though our life began at our physical birth, not so with the Son of God.  The Old Testament prophet, Micah, 

wrote seven hundred ears before the birth of the Christ child, that He would be born in Bethlehem: “Yet out of you 

shall come forth to/for Me The One to be ruler in Israel, whose going forth have been from of old, from 

everlasting” (Micah 5:2). 

You can’t separate the cradle from the cross, 
The Christ at the cradle came to bring God to mankind; 

Christ at the cross sought to being mankind to God. 
And without His resurrection from the dead, to verify who He truly was, 

You’d still be in your sin. 
(I Corinthians 15:3-7, 12-19) 

 



13 

 

EASTER 

At the cross, the holy character of God was absolutely satisfied in Jesus Christ.  For God is holy, and He cannot bear 

with sin.  God is not going to look the other way while sinners slip into heaven!  We can go into heaven only as 

redeemed, cleansed, forgiven - on righteous ground, which only Christ provides. 

At Calvary He paid the ransom that the holiness of God demanded.  PAID IN FULL - Jesus saves completely.  “God was 

in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself” (II Corinthians 5:19) 

There is a wonderful song that we used to sing at Easter titled, “He Lives.”  As you read only the chorus, can you say 

with integrity, “these words apply to me”? 

“He lives!  He lives!  Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives!  He lives!  Salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? 

He lives within my heart!” 

One last question.  Do you know of or about Him?  Or do you know Him? 

Jesus prayed, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 

sent” (John 17:3) 

 - Richard Horne 
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Prayer 

APRIL's Theme:  Intercession Part I 

 

This is the fourth  part in a series by which the Prayer Team will explore with you and explain the four steps of prayer: 

Adoration (December), Confession (January), Thanksgiving (February)  and Intercession (April - Part I and May - Part II).  

Our hope is to equip you and ignite in you a passion to pray daily with your heart, mind, soul and spirit.  Please feel free 

to save this page along with the previous editions to utilize it as a resource for your prayer life!  

INTERCESSION:   Intercession is simply coming  to God on behalf of others.  With a heart now settled in peace with the 

Lord God after praising Him, confessing all known sins before Him and seeking His forgiveness, thanking Him for what 

He has done and now with a heart filled with gratitude, we now can move into interceding for His will and for others.  

From scripture we know  we have access to Father God  through His Son Jesus ( Ephesians 2:18).  Jesus lives to make 

intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25) and  advocates for us (1 John 2) and is seated at the right hand of power (Luke 

22:69,  Ephesians 1:13, Colossians 3:1 & Hebrews 8:1). 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit, our Counselor/Advocate also intercedes for us when we don't know how to pray (John 

14:26,  Romans 8:26, Hebrews 7:25-27). 

 

This month's issue is filled with "spiritual gold" from God's Holy Word on how and what to intercede for with guidance 

from His word. Spending time in His word reveals a treasure of truth and instruction on prayer intercession!  

James 5:16 The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

STRIKING GOLD! 

 
The first gold found in California was on March 9, 1842. Francisco Lopez, a native California, was searching for stray horses. He 
stopped on the bank of a small creek in what later was known as Placerita Canyon, about 3 miles east of the present-
day Newhall, California, and about 35 miles northwest of Los Angeles. While the horses grazed, Lopez dug up some wild on-
ions and found a small gold nugget in the roots among the onion bulbs. He looked further and found more gold.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newhall,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
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Prayer 

But what is "effective" prayer? Well, let us take a deeper, meaningful look at the Lord's instruction on this and "strike 

gold" by understanding His will, even in our intercessory prayer. 

Prayer Nuggets of Lord's Will 

• Exodus 20:2 I am the Lord your God...you shall have no other gods before Me. 

• Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

• Matthew 6:10  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  This coincides  with Jesus teach-

ing the disciples on prayer: " pray then like this..." and appears as a priority over seeking other issues. 

• Colossians 3:1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

These reinforce the idea that our effective, intercessory prayers begin with asking for His kingdom to come and  His will 

to be done. 

Some Scripture Examples of Praying God's Will for His Church and His Kingdom: 

Jesus' example to request for laborers in the mission field:  Luke 10:2 “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." 

Paul's prayer for the church/Christians (at Philippi):  Philippians 1:9-11 "And it is my prayer that your love may abound 

more and more, with knowledge and all discernment,  so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ,  filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 

praise of God". 

Paul's prayer for the church/Christians (at Colossae):  Colossians 1:3-4, 9-12  “We always thank God, the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for 

all the saints... we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 

all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him…” 

Paul's prayers for the church/Christians (at Thessalonica): 

1 Thess 3:12-13, 5:23 "...may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for 

you,  so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all His saints ".  "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ".  

2 Thess 1:11-12  "To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of His call and will ful-

fill by His power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 

you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ". 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A33&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:10&version=ESV
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Prayer 

Paul's prayer request for the ministry of the Word of God: 2 Thess 3: 1-2 " ...pray for us (missionaries of God's 

word) so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere, just as it is among 

you,  and that we may be rescued from wicked and evil people; for not all have faith". 

Paul's instruction to pray for salvation of leaders and those in positions of power:  1 Timothy 2:1-3  "First of 

all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone,  for kings 

and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

dignity.  This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  Who desires everyone to be saved and 

to come to the knowledge of the truth". 

Our Confidence 

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His 

will he hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 

that we have asked of Him. 

  

 

Submitted by Lynn Selden, Neighborhood Church Prayer Team Member 

 

 

Let us pray for you, too! Please email your request using the church website (neighborhoodchurch.com). 

 The  Prayer Team is still actively praying for YOU! 
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Worship Arts 

Savior I come 

Quiet my soul, remember 

Redemption’s hill 

Where Your blood was spilled 

For my ransom 

Everything I once held dear 

I count it all as lost 

 

Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 

Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 

Rid me of myself 

I belong to You 

Lead me, lead me to the cross 
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Serving Our Church 

 

As the world opens up and gets back to normal, we need to remember that we will never be the same after all that 

2020 brought us.  COVID amplified the heartache of social unrest, a contentious election, and economic havoc.  But it 

also amplified the challenges of our home lives.  From the tensions themselves to the fact that many of us are 

constantly home, nerves can get frayed and harm can be done.  Some of the harm done won’t be fixed by going back to 

work or school or being able to go watch a movie. 

We need healing.  We need forgiveness.  We need reconciliation.  We need hope. 

Over the next few weeks we are looking at encounters with Jesus that can begin the process of healing that many of us 

need.  We need to know that God is able to bring the healing.  We need to know that we can be forgiven and because 

of that, we can forgive.  We need to get our financial house in order. . .and more! 
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Serving Our Church 

Is God Capable? 

We must trust God over our limitations.  God knows our limitations.  But the call is still there to engage (Hebrews 

13:16, Philippians 2:4). 

God says He is capable to give us what we need.  But, is God capable to equip us with the ability to care for others?  Is 

God capable to empower us to help others?  Is God capable to embolden us to reach beyond our comfort zone to love  

others and to tell people about Jesus? 

Yes, God is Capable! 

So, will we trust God over our limitations?  No matter what our limitations are, as He calls us He will equip us 

miraculously to do what we should do. 

God is capable.  He is more powerful than our limitations.  With God you can!  There is nothing that God cannot do.  If 

He has called you to reach out to your neighbors, to get involved in ministry, to tell people about Jesus, He will equip 

you.   

We all have weaknesses.  Why does He not fix our weaknesses?  It’s about God, not us.  God will work through those 

weaknesses.  We limit ourselves yet God is able.  Maybe, we need to quit saying “no” and start saying “yes” and see 

what God does and see what happens. 

It’s not safe, you may get hurt, but the incredible power of God will be working through you.  Be empowered.  Be 

emboldened.  Be fearless.  Sure it’s scary and the “what if’s” will continue to fly, but the God of the Universe will be 

with you.  He is reminding us today that He will be with you!   

And that, my friends, is where true life is found, where we thrive.  Trust in God.  Fearless trust in God empowers 

engagement.  This world needs, even more than ever now, our engagement.  We are to step out in fearlessness and 

see miraculous things happen.  Will you? 

 - Pastor Mike 

 

To hear the full sermon and find out why Pastor Mike is wearing this 

sermon listening device, check out Neighborhood Church Cypress on 

YouTube. 
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Serving Our Church 

The Church Triumphant 

God has always had a people.  Many a foolish conqueror has made the mistake of thinking that because he had forced 

the church of Jesus Christ out of sight, he had stilled its voice and snuffed out its life.  But God has always had a people. 

The powerful current of a rushing river is not diminished because it’s forced to flow underground.  Now the purest 

water is the stream that bursts crystal clear into the sunlight after it has forced its way through solid rock. 

There have been charlatans, who like Simon the magician sought to barter on the open market this power which 

cannot be bought or sold, but God has always had a people.  Men who could not be bought and women who were 

beyond purchase.  God has always had a people. 

There have been time of affluence and prosperity when the church’s message has been nearly deluded into oblivion by 

those who sought to make it socially attractive, re-organized, and financially profitable.  It’s been gold plated, draped in 

purple and encrusted with jewels.  It has been misrepresented, ridiculed, lauded, and scorned.   

These followers of Jesus Christ have been, according to the whim of the times, elevated as sacred leaders and martyred 

as heretics.  Yet through it all, there marches on this powerful army, God’s chosen people who cannot be bought, 

flattered, murdered, or stilled.  On through the ages they march, this church!  God’s church, alive and well! 

Listen child of God, it’s alive.   

Discouraged pastor, it’s His church and it’s still alive.   

Lonely missionary, sow that seed with confidence.  The church is still alive. 

Old saint, you’re not alone or forgotten.  The church is still alive.   

It’s alive my broken-hearted friends, it’s still alive. 

Busy mothers, just keep trusting in Jesus.  The church is alive.  You’re not alone out there, just keep looking to Jesus.  

The church is alive. 

And faithful fathers, there’s rest in the Lord.  God’s church is still alive. 

So family of God, lift your hands, and praise the Lord.  The church, God’s church triumphant is alive.  It’s alive, my 

friends.  Alive and well! 
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Serving Our Church 

Interested in learning more about our church?  More about God?  More about getting involved, connected, plugged in, 

and belonging? 

Join our upcoming “Welcome to the Family” course where you can get a great overview of our church vision, values, 

history, heart, people, and practices.  If you would like, you can also apply to become a new member of our church 

after the class is over! 

Our next course (four consecutive Sunday sessions) is coming up on May 2 - 23.  Please register at 

neighborhoodchurch.com/w or by contacting Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

 

Join us as we thrive in Christ together! 
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2020-21 Elder Board 

Top Row (left to right): Wayne Alves, Pastor Mike McKay, Jim Passmore, Mark Ancheta 
Middle Row (left to right): Lance Peterson, Nick Stonoha, Pastor Justin McElderry (NCLA), Paul Lacombe (Chair) 
Bottom Row (left to right): Christian Wee, Steve Ellis, John Paris 
 

All of us are stewards of the treasures to which we have been entrusted: our families, our gifts and talents, our funds, 

our friendships, and our time. As Elders, we are also stewards of the ministries of this church.  Neighborhood Church is 

a true jewel, and we accept that stewardship humbly and soberly.   

We continue the work of overseeing and defining the goals (“Ends”) of the church, and are focusing on better ways to 

measure our progress towards fulfilling each of the five pillars of our Unique Call which are: Worship, Belong, Grow, 

Serve, and Reach.  We are very blessed by our regular visits with our members who are sick, hurting, or in need, and 

appreciate the opportunity to pray with and for them.  

Serving Our Church 

Please pray for our Elders  

as they consider those to join the Elder Board in the coming year,  

and pray for wisdom. 
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2020-21 Trustee Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top Row (left to right): Terry Lambert (Staff Liaison), Hap Kellogg, Rebecca Adams 
 Middle Row (left to right):  Mike Ladewig, David Crotteau, John Montanye 
 Bottom Row (left to right):  Justin Bright, Tony Birge (Chair), David Martinez 
  

 
To paraphrase I Timothy 6:17, do not trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy; do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for yourself a good foundation for the 

time to come, that you may lay hold of eternal life. 

The Trustees are modeling this for us as they continually watch over the maintenance of our facilities and the financial 

soundness of our church. 

Serving Our Church 

If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is giving, give generously.  If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

Romans 12:8 



25 

 

Serving Our Church 

Being a Good Steward of God’s House 
 

    

 

In an article I recently read online by Ryan Nelson about Biblical stewardship, he wrote the following, “Anytime you’re 

responsible for something that belongs to someone else, that’s stewardship.”  He went on to point out that the Bible 

makes it clear that 1) everything belongs to God, 2) He entrusts some things to us, and 3) we have a responsibility to 

manage them wisely on His behalf.  

As a Trustee Board, we strive to do our best to be good stewards of the facility that God has blessed us with.  Because 

of the faithful giving of our congregation, we have been able to make several improvements and repairs to the 

property this past year.  I am happy the new church sign is finally on the front of the building.  I apologize it took so 

long, but the process with the contractor and the City of Cypress took longer than we thought it would.  We are now 

looking into better outdoor LED flood lights to evenly light the front of the building at night.  We hope to have that 

done soon.  A number of people have asked me when we willl get a new sign out front by the street, since our old one 

fell down last November.  We (the Trustee Board) are still working on that, and are diligently trying to get this done as 

soon as we can.  I appreciate your prayers in the process. 

Other items the Trustee Board has been working on lately around the campus have been the following: 1) making sure 

proper cleaning and sanitizing procedures are in place for in-person gatherings, 2) updating the HVAC filtering system, 

3) preparing to install a new dishwasher for sanitizing Children’s Ministry toys, 4) installing more sunscreen sails in the 

backyard for Children Ministry outdoor activities, 5) preventive maintenance and repairs on the solar panels to make 

sure the system is operating efficiently, 6) adding more security lighting in a number of areas, and 7) having the kitchen 

refrigerator repaired.  

As Trustees, it is an honor and privilege for us to serve Neighborhood Church as we endeavor to be good stewards.  If 

you have any questions, please email Tony Birge at TrusteeBirge@neighborhoodchurch.com. 
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Serving Our Church 

One of the goals our Elders have laid before us this year is to offer our congregation more 

opportunities to serve.  We have added these pages to showcase the areas available for you to 

serve.  We ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of these teams: 

 

 

Welcome Table - This is where you get information about our church or 

turn in your Connection Card, and visitors receive a gift.  This is one of 

those ministries where you are first to know who’s visiting our church and 

to greet them in a personal way. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Greeters -  Shake a hand and with a smile say, “Welcome to Neighborhood Church.”  We 

have seven front doors and we would like to have two greeters at each door to welcome 

families and guests to our church. This has become a part of our “Church Signature,” as 

people throughout the city of Cypress know of our warm and gracious greeting.  It only 

takes about 30 minutes to meet and greet for one service per month and only about 60 

minutes if you could do both services on one Sunday. 

 

Contact: Kerry Kaufman (714) 952-3001 x224 

  Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 

 

Ushers - We are looking for individuals who would be willing to pass out worship folders, 

help people to their seats, answer questions, and assist with the offering.  If you can commit 

to 4 times per year (every 3 months), please join our team! 

 

Contact: Mark Ancheta (714) 350-9396 

  manchetahb@gmail.com 

 

Security -  We are looking for adult men and/or women who have an interest in security or 

EMS.  There is a minimum commitment of one Sunday per month. 

 

Leader: Mark Ryan  

  Mark@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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We Want Your Bottles and Cans! 

Are you participating in our church’s recycling project?  It’s easy!  Just collect and drop off empty 

water bottles and soda cans to our church office Monday - Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 

Join us now! 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacque Kovacik at Jacque@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

Serving Our Church 

2020 year-end giving statements are available any time and anywhere through our Elexio church database 

(www.cypresschurch.elexiochms.com).  You can also get an emailed or printed copy by contacting our church office at 

Shannon@neighborhoodchurch.com. 

We have Neighborhood Church envelopes for those who are interested.  They are available in the church lobby at the 

Welcome Desk or you may contact Shannon at (714) 952-3001 to arrange a time to pick them up. 

Thank you all for your loving hearts and generous ways.  Neighborhood Church is blessed by each of you. 

When you shop on-line with Amazon, why not share with Neighborhood Church? 

When you log on at:  smile. amazon.com and choose cypress church ca as the 

charity you would like your donation to go to, Amazon gives 0.5% of your purchase to 

our church.  It’s easy and it’s FREE to you! 

Neighborhood Church received over $957 from you shopping on Amazon in 2020!   

Don’t forget to type “smile” first on every order! 
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Serving Our Church 

 
Church Library Online Catalog - http://library.cypresschurch.net/ 

Neighborhood Church Library - The church library provides materials to support the ministries of the church 

and the spiritual growth of the congregation, as well as family, marriage, and personal enrichment.  The library 

collection contains both informational and recreational materials from Christian or family-value organizations.  

Materials are available on loan to regular attendees.  Registration is free. 

Location: Southeast corner of the lobby 

 

 

 

Our Library is Re-Opening Soon. . . 

Round up those late Library Books and DVDs  

and drop them off! 

Please return any late church library books or DVDs to the Return Bin so 

we have them ready for the next borrower.  Thanks! 

 - Your Library Team 
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Serving Our Community 

Jelly Bean Gospel 

Red’s the blood that Jesus shed 

White’s the perfect life He led 

Black is for my heart of sin 

Green, new life I’ve found in Him 

Pink, for the flowers near His grave 

Blue’s the world He came to save 

Purple, temple veil now torn 

Orange, the sky on Easter morn 

Yellow is my happy grin  

To know that Jesus rose again! 

 

As you are eating those jelly beans this Easter season, 

remember to share the Jelly Bean Gospel with your family, 

friends, and neighbors.  The news they share is short, but 

true.  Jesus died because He loves You! 
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Serving Our Community 

1. Say “thank you” when you see service members. 

2. Donate new pajamas for foster kids. 

3. Make a get well card for someone. 

4. Bring in your neighbor’s garbage cans from the 

street. 

5. Take care of someone’s pet while they are away. 

6. Leave kindness stones in the park. 

7. Send dessert to another family at a restaurant. 

8. Buy extra school supplies for a teacher. 

9. Volunteer at a soup kitchen. 

10.Donate coloring books and crayons to the 

children’s hospitals. 
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Serving in Missions 

From Chet and Katie Williams in Ecuador - John 3:16 in the native language. 
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Serving in Missions 

In the Storm, Peace is Found 

“If we think that we should live a life without risk, it is a form of unbelief.”  Those 

words were written to me as I was dialoguing with a Cuban leader about Psalm 23:4. 

I asked her what risks she was taking at the present time.  She replied, “I know that 

being on the street (witnessing) is a risk (because of COVID), but I also know that it is a 

greater risk of not going out in the world.  All those who do not believe in the Word of 

God must know it.  That is why I really like the risk of witnessing, trusting in the care of 

God.”  She ended with the comment, “Go out into the streets, help everyone you can, talk to them about the need to 

trust God.” 

I mentioned to her that she was an inspiration to me. 

Her response brought tears to my eyes.  “Thank you, Pastor.  You are also an inspiration to me.  I never thought that I 

would find people who would be patient with me who would raise my self-esteem, who would teach me to recognize the 

value I have, because I felt that I was worthless.  And I thank God for you and your family, as well as many brothers and 

sisters who contribute a little bit of their love so that people like me received a place in their hearts.” 

As we finished our discussion on Psalm 23:4 she replied, “IN THE MIDST OF THE STORM, PEACE IS FOUND.  I send many 

kisses to your wife.  And may God take care of her a lot.  Also to the other members of your family.” 

I continue to learn what it means to trust and obey God from Cuban believers. 

 

Prayer Requests - Ask God to: 

1. Guide me as I start new online leadership training in Cuba and Pakistan. 

2. Help our brothers and sisters in Cuba to stay encouraged in spite of the ramifications of COVID (they cannot 

assemble together in churches). 

3. Show me when is the correct time to return to Cuba.  I received my 

COVID shots.  I am ready to go.  Unfortunately, there is a several-day 

quarantine when travelers first arrive there. 

 - Bruce Camp, DualReach 
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Serving in Missions 

Winter Conference 

This was Holly’s 21st Winter Conference.  It was quite different from others 

because it was virtual due to COVID.  Over 6,000 students participated 

around the U.S.  Holly had nine students join her in cabins to watch the 

conference virtually.  The impact of this weekend was significant.  One guy 

wants to join a summer mission.  A group of men shared vulnerability about 

their struggles and the next steps for accountability.  One young woman 

learned that who she is dating is not a believer.  She is now deciding if she 

wants to pursue spiritual leadership or continue in the relationship with her 

boyfriend.  Please pray for these students that they would take what they 

were challenged with and apply it to their lives. 

Holly’s Discipleship Class with young adults ended the same week as the conference.  As a result of investing in 15 

students over 18 weeks, five small groups will be started, and six students will take the class again to mentor 12 new 

students in the class.  Many are more confident in sharing their faith and are making it an intentional priority in their 

lives.  Thank you for investing in us so that we can invest in others.  They are no longer “pew warmers” but passionate 

kingdom builders for God! 

Prayer Requests: 

1. Please pray for Holly as she’s been having intense migraines. 

2. Holly has applied to go to Phoenix Seminary starting this summer to get her Master’s in Biblical Studies and 

Theology.  With her speaking and writing, she felt this was a good next step in her development. 

3. Pray for Matt as he’s been feeling weak.  We are in the process of having blood tests to see what might be going 

on.  When we are weak, we know He is strong!   

Thank you for praying for us and our family! 

 - Matt and Holly Melton, Cru 
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Serving in Missions 

An Update from Bob and Virginia Travis 

Thank you for your prayers and support!  Virginia and I really appreciate you 

standing with us in reaching people for God’s Kingdom. 

The expected return of our Savior may be sooner than we think.  However, 

we can be assured that whenever He does come, He expects us to be ready, 

alert, watchful, prayerful, hopeful, and faithful.  May the LORD give you 

courage to share the Good News, wisdom in your circumstances, comfort in 

your distress, and the assurance of His love. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

1. It’s amazing how the Lord has brought two individuals to us since we asked for prayer this last month in our 

Ministry Update. 

An immigrant from an Eastern European country contacted us last month.  He wanted to be discipled.  We have 

now met with him four times (once in person).  Please pray  Mr. V will grow in his faith and that through him others 

from his country will come to know Jesus. 

Also, a graduate from college contacted us after seeing our profile on our mission webpage.  After meeting with 

her, she has decided to go through our training on “Reaching International Students and Immigrants for Christ.”  

Please pray for T and for us as we practically prepare her for cross-cultural ministry and for her desire one day to 

be a missionary. 

2. Our printer broke a few weeks ago.  This is vital for producing materials for our bilingual evangelistic Bible Studies 

and our training course, etc. 

We are raising funds for a new laser printer and supplies for it.  If you are interested in donating funds for this, you 

may send your contribution to us through our mission webpage https://infaith.org/bob-virginia-travis or mail a 

check to InFaith, 145 John Robert Thomas Drive, Exton, PA  19341.  Our account number is 01272.  We are trusting 

the Lord for $460.00. 

3. Please pray for us as we desire to encourage Christians to stand firm on God’s promises, to have many more 

opportunities to share the Gospel with those who do not know Jesus, and for good health and wisdom to make use 

of the time He gives us each day. 

 - Bob and Virginia Travis, InFaith 
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Easter 

Are children capable of understanding the true message of Easter? 

Absolutely!  Children can understand the true message of Easter!  And they can understand it at an early age, too, 

although maybe not at the depth that we, as adults, do.  However, sometimes they understand with greater depth than 

a grown up!  Their understanding and their faith will grow as their knowledge of the world, sin, and knowledge of 

themselves grow. 

At my 40 years of age, I find myself pleasantly surprised to  learn new things/concepts from Bible stories that I have 

heard millions of times over!  This should always be happening with believers! 

Teaching Our Children 

 

 

“When Christ died, he died to defeat the 

power of sin one time - enough for all time.” 

Romans 6:10a 

VBS IS COMING SOON! 

VBS is scheduled for July 19-23. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Shine Kidz - We are on break on March 31, but in lieu of that, we are inviting 

families to come and prepare Care Packs from 3:30-5:30pm. 

Shine Wednesday Nights will be coming back to its regular time on April 1 

from 6:30-8:15pm. 
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Teaching Our Children 

Green Day 

with Kids Life Groups 

We had an 

AWESOME day! 

- Pastor Lorena 
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Discipling Our Students 

Please follow us on social media for the most up-to-date student information! 

 Facebook@Neighborhood Church Student Ministries  

 Instagram@neighbhorhoodchurch_students   

Which is easier - to wish for something or to pray for something?  Why? 

Which means more to you - a wish or a prayer?  Why is that? 

How does abiding with Jesus help our prayer come true? 

 

What would the world be like if everyone was granted their wish?  Would it be better off or worse off?  

Why? 

Would the world be better off or worse off if God answered people’s prayers the way they wanted?  Why? 

How does abiding with Jesus actually help our hearts and our world when we pray? 

 

If you have a 7th-12th grader, please have them join us on Tuesday nights from 7-8:15pm. 

We meet in the gym at the Neighborhood Church of Cypress campus! 

For more information, please contact Pastor Jon Wyatt (Jon@neighborhoodchurch.com) 
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Discipling Our Students 
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Sharing Our Lives 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Young Adults 

The young adults here have a great time and are a vital part of Neighborhood Church! 

• Join us every month or two as we gather as one big party for fun, food, and 

fellowship!  

• Join one of our young adult small groups, meeting weekly to grow deeper in God, 

find great support, and learn who God has called us to be!  

• Join us as we help so many parts of the church work well! We serve in Worship 

Arts, tech, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, greeters ministry, and more.  

Find a place to use your God-given gifts and join us to make a difference in our 

community!  

Check out open Life Groups on our website neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Start Growing Deeper Together Today! 
2021 Life Groups are small groups of adults meeting weekly for fellowship, prayer, and 

conversations centered around the Bible.  If you are looking for friends, answers, or a place to 

grow in God, our Life Groups are a terrific first step! 
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Sharing Our Lives 

 S
p

ri
n

g 
Se

ss
io

n
 

Check out the open Life Groups on our website 

(neighborhoodchurch.com)  

or contact Pastor Kerry at 

Kerry@neighborhoodchurch.com 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship - We meet the first 

Tuesday of every month at Panera Bread (12241 Seal 

Beach Blvd, Seal Beach) at 10:00am.  This is a time for 

the women of the church (and friends) to get to know one 

another and fellowship over a cup of coffee.  All women 

are welcome!   

Please join us on Tuesday, April 6 

Our Hostess for April:   Dot Slagle  

Next Steppers - Hey there!  If you are a widow, long-term or recent, we have a group 

for you!  That is, if you are ready to take the next step and meet some new friends who are 

traveling the same road as you, then give us a call or find us in church.  Please join us at 

Mary Sue Komulaine’s home on Saturday, April 24 at noon.  Please bring $5.00 for lunch, and 

after lunch we have a sing-a-long around the piano with Susan Faber.  If you would like 

information on this fun-filled event, please contact: 

Leaders:   Dot Slagle (562) 429-6838 

  Helena Loven (714) 761-0999, loven.helena@gmail.com   

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Bloom - Sharing the gospel by connecting women with Jesus and with one 

another through teaching, worship, outreach, and gatherings.   

Those serving you on the board of Bloom include Susan Peterson (facilitator), 

Janis Lacombe, Jo Anne Sims, Sharon Filbey-Cordell, Helen Passmore, Linda 

Minner, and Becky Aldrich.  We look forward to continuing to serve the women 

of Neighborhood Church and beyond! 

 



45 

 

Sharing Our Lives 

Women’s Ministries 

Rebuilders - Women around the age of 50 and up who are single, widowed, divorced, or 

come to church “on their own” meet for fellowship and a potluck dinner once a month.  Please 

call to find out specific dates and times. 

Leader:  Veda Hale (714) 209-0802 

Day/Time: One Saturday each month 

Quiet Spirits - Would you like to understand the names God uses for 

Himself?  Do you know how El Elyon differs from Adonai?  Join us to study the 

majesty of who God says He is using the book and video series, The Power of 

God’s Names.  Pastor Tony Evans is the author of this dynamic study, 

revealing God’s character through His Names. 

Women are invited to join us in person at church with a Zoom option (we hope) 

in the near future for those who are staying home for now. 

 
Leaders:  Charlotte Lewis and Jo Anne Sims  

Day/Time:       Sundays at 10:30am 

Where:  Room 2 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Spring has sprung and with it comes a Bloom event: 

 

SEEDS OF HOPE 

 

Women of all ages and stages of life are invited to join together 

outside (weather permitting) for a time to experience and discover 

hope together.  We will have a special time of worship, hearing from 

a wonderful guest speaker, discussion, games, something fun to 

make, laughter, snacks, and something cheery to bring home with 

you. 

Join us on Saturday, April 17  

10:00am - 11:30am  

     at Neighborhood Church for this FREE event! 

Sign up by Monday, April 12.  Contact Susan Peterson at Susan@funplaces.com to sign up or 

for more information. 

“. . .those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31) 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

 

Christian Cycling 

Please join us every Saturday at 8:00am.  We have 

three groups to choose from: 

 Group A: Rides 45 - 55 miles, 20-25 mph 

 Group B:  Rides 30 - 45 miles, 15-20 mph 

 Group C: Rides 15 - 20 miles, 8-13 mph 

Contact:  Brent Theodore  (562) 533-6095 
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Sharing Our Lives 

Men’s Ministries 

Looking to Connect? 

 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) “Beginnings: A Study of Genesis.”  We are 

discovering how Abraham’s blessing applies today.  Each week men 18 years of age 

and older come together to study the Bible, learn from one another, and be 

challenged and encouraged to live for something larger than themselves.   

We started the year on Zoom.  You will be notified when (if) we transition back to 

“normal” in-person meetings.    

 

Day/Time:  Mondays 6:55pm - 8:30pm  Tuesdays 9:15am 

Location:   Zoom Meeting     Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Contact:    Peter Kovacik  (714) 222-5046 

  pkovacikbsf@gmail.com 

MMLT - Men’s Ministry Leadership Team is working to share the gospel by connecting men with other men through 

bible studies and various events.  The team consists of Mark Ancheta, Glen Asman, Wayne Alves (facilitator), Craig 

Barnes,  Bob Kabelitz, and Brent Theodore. 
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For over a decade, Neighborhood Church has provided professional 

counseling services for its members and the community at large.  

Anyone who struggles with the stresses of our hectic life can find solace 

in the therapeutic services provided here.  Issues of depression, 

sadness, grief, marital discord, separation, divorce, relationship issues, 

job stress, parenting ,and premarital counseling are a few of the areas 

we cover with our counseling services. 

 

Professional Counseling Services - Many individuals and couples prefer 

to have their personal, emotional, or marital needs met within their 

local church.  Neighborhood Church is a safe and confidential place to 

work out your personal questions, losses, and hurts.  Professional 

Therapy fees are reasonable.  Please feel free to call for quote. 

 

The best of scriptural wisdom combined with the best of psychology. 

 

Counselor:     Ron J. Jackson, MA, MS, LMFT #46561, Ron@neighborhoodchurch.com  

                        (714) 952-1198 - confidential, private counseling phone line 

Day/Time:      Tuesday - Thursday, 10:00am - 7:30pm (please call for an appointment) 

Helping the Hurting 
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Cancer Companions provides a Christian-

based group and/or a one-on-one support 

ministry to help those going through or have 

gone through cancer along with their 

caregivers. We do not want anyone to go 

through cancer alone!   

Please contact us and we will arrange various 

opportunities to get together and/or pray for 

you.  Call Dot or Pat at (714) 404-4893 

       

Men’s and Women’s Open Share Groups Meeting on Zoom! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are times in our life when we wish we could get a new start.   We realize that we have habits, hurts, and hang-

ups that negatively impact our life.  We know that we can no longer deny their destructiveness in our lives and 

relationships. So we decide to make certain changes.  But change does not come easy. 

What can you do to make the needed changes in your life?  Come to Celebrate Recovery, and work on your hurts, 

habits and hang-ups.  Share your struggles with people of like mind.  Give and receive encouragement and support.  

Hear some tips on how to tap into God’s power to resist temptations and be lifted out of depression.   

Open share groups are meeting on Zoom, until we are permitted to meet in-person again.  If you want a Zoom 

invitation, contact Bob Vroon at bob.vroon@verizon.net or call (717) 951-9066. 

Helping the Hurting 
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Helping the Hurting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Leaders:  Stephanie Hathaway   (562) 287-9413 
   Rhanda Turnbow (562) 424-6599 

 GriefShare will be starting up again this month! 

Join us in Room #2 

 

April 22 (week #1)  Is this Normal? 

April 29 (week #2)  Challenges of Grief 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Miracles Still Happen Today 

I want to share something that’s really cool and exciting in my life.  There is a 

hearing device stuck to my head.  It is brand new and it’s nothing short of a miracle.  

I mean that in every sense of the word.   

There is a  metal piece that was implanted in my head five weeks ago and it took 

some time to heal up.  And now, the top part of that metal piece, the circular device 

is on top.  It’s a magnet and it connects on top and it sends all of the sound 

vibrations to the lower part of that metal piece, the square part, which then sends—

(it bypasses my outer ear and my middle ear, and parts of my inner ear to go directly 

to my cochlear) all the sounds to my brain.  Now I can hear. 

To give you kind of an idea of what it went from to where it is now, if 

you took probably two pairs of ear plugs and stuffed them in your 

ears and then put ear muffs on, and then took them all off, that’s the 

difference and where I’m at right now.  That’s why I say it’s nothing 

short of a miracle. 

Miracles do happen today.  We know that in Bible times Jesus 

walked on water and Jesus fed thousands of people, manna came 

down from the skies to feed the Israelites walking through the 

desert.  Those things happened.  You might say, “Oh, we don’t see 

those things anymore.”  But for me with severe hearing loss and borderline deaf on that side, I’ve been healed.  It’s just 

remarkable and incredible.  If it were 50-60 years ago, not only would I have no shot at hearing, technology wasn’t 

there but the seven surgeries for infection in my inner ear probably would have killed me. 

But here I am and it’s remarkable and I wanted to share that with you.  I’m so thankful.  It’s exciting to recognize 

miracles that continue to happen on a regular basis. 

 - Nick Stonoha 
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Branching Out  

Neighborhood Church of Los Alamitos 

Learning Scripture 

When you attend the Neighborhood Church in Los Alamitos, you will be 

encouraged to join adults and children alike in learning a monthly Bible verse.  

Suzanne McElderry (Pastor Justin’s wife) has set music to each verse to help us 

remember the words.  

In March, Suzanne added sign language to some of the words as an additional 

learning tool.  Some of those signs are shown in this article. 

So join the fun and learn God’s Word! 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no 

one can boast. 

 

If you would like to see this fun learning session or hear the entire 

Sunday gathering, check out Neighborhood Church Los Alamitos 

on YouTube. 

Grace 

Faith 

Gift God 
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Branching Out  

Iglesia Biblica Comunidad de Cypress 
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1. What Jewish holiday was being celebrated the week of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection? 

2. At the last supper, what food did Jesus liken to His body? 

3. The Bible says that the apostle who betrayed Jesus killed himself.  Who was he and 

how did he commit suicide? 

4. The Romans, in an effort to mock Jesus, gave him a “crown” of what? 

5. How was Jesus fastened to the cross? 

6. What was the name of the hill where Jesus was crucified? 

7. What was written above Jesus’ head on the cross? 

8. What kind of cloth was used to wrap the body of Jesus? 

9. How many angels guarded Jesus’ tomb? 

10. Who was the first disciple to enter Jesus’ tomb? 

11. The Easter sunrise service, a distinctive Protestant observance in North America, 

comes from what Biblical event? 

12. Which disciple was not present when Jesus went to see them after His 

resurrection? 

13. Why were the first Easter eggs colored red? 

14. The second largest holiday for eating candy is Easter. Which is the first? 

15. How many million jelly beans do Americans consume on Easter? 

16. What is the most popular Easter candy in America? 

17. What flower is associated with Easter? 

18. In the movie “Easter Parade,” New Yorkers celebrated Easter Sunday with a festive 

strolling procession that was characterized by what item of clothing worn by the 

women? 

19. What bread-based snack is associated with Easter and why? 

Answers on Page 57 
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EXPLORING JESUS 
As you explore who Jesus is and His claims of being our 

Savior and Lord, a decision will rise to the surface: “Do you 

believe in Jesus as your personal Savior?” I know I struggled 

with this when I first heard of Jesus. As I learned more about 

what the Bible taught, I learned a lot about our human sinful 

condition and how much we need a Savior. 

The truth is we all have a mountain of moral debt. We all 

have done things we should not have done and we have all 

not done things we should have done. The Bible calls that 

sin. 

 

The reality of this mountain of moral debt, this sin, is that it 

has a nasty price on it – death. 

 

Death means no ability to accomplish God’s vision for our 

lives, no chance of a relationship with God now, and no 

entrance into heaven when we die. Sin puts us in a big 

dilemma. 

This sin-condition goes from bad to worse because there is 

no way for us to cancel or pay this debt on our own. We 

can’t work it off, can’t do good to counter it, can’t buy our 

way out, can’t give sacrificially enough, and church 

attendance won’t erase it either. The Bible is clear, we can’t 

earn it. 

 

But God, through His grace provided us a Savior – Jesus, who 

is the only available candidate. 

 

Romans 3:23 ESV  for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Romans 6:23 ESV  For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.  And this not your own doing, 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 

Romans 5:8 NIV  but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

     
Jesus, God’s only Son, came according to John 3:16 

to pay the sin-debt we owe – beautifully providing 

redemption for those who will receive it. Amid a 

swirl of controversy at the time, He died on the 

cross some 2000 years ago. But what is awesome is 

that Jesus did not stay dead. On that Sunday, so 

many years ago, Jesus rose from the grave, 

conquering death and proving that all His words and 

promises are true (read 1 Corinthians 15 as this 

Bible passage expands on what the resurrection 

means to us) and that He is indeed the Savior. And 

the truth of the resurrection brings us relief and 

hope for the future. 

We need to believe to receive the benefit of what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but saving faith is not 

just a brain understanding. Saving faith is a belief 

that moves us to follow Jesus’ way of life as part of 

His forever family. 

 

To be a child of God is to live life God’s way, that 

which is laid out in the Bible and lived out in 

example by Jesus. 

So do you agree with this truth from the Bible? If 

your answer is “yes,” then let God know through a 

simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I know I have this mountain of moral 

debt. I am a sinner and I know that this sin stops 

me from living the way you intended for me to 

live my life. I recognize this sin holds me back 

from relating to You and keeps me out of 

Heaven. I know I need a Savior and I believe You, 

Jesus, paid the penalty for my sin. So right now I 

ask You to forgive my sin, and I accept You as 

my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, Amen. 

John 3:16 ESV  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

John 1:12 ESV  But to all who receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God. 



57 

 

EXPLORING JESUS 
If you just prayed that prayer, welcome to the family of God! 

Your sins are forgiven and you are now free to follow God’s way 

of life. It is the life you were created to live (look up Psalm 139). 

Now it’s time to begin growing in your new relationship with 

God. First, start by reading the Bible and praying. I like to 

encourage people to read the Bible books of James and John. 

Just read a few verses and ask yourself what these verses say 

about who God is and how He wants you to live. Some days you 

will have many answers and some days you may not, but keep 

reading anyway. The more consistent you become the more you 

will grow in your relationship with God, and discover the great 

joy of a close, personal relationship with Him. 

I also want to encourage you to attend church regularly. If you 

live in our area we would love for you to come to church here, 

but wherever you attend church, get involved in a small group 

Bible study very soon. If you are interested in getting connected 

here at Neighborhood Church, please contact us at (714) 952-

3001 and we will help you find a group that fits you.  

If you made this decision today, I sure would like to know. Please 

feel free to contact me at (714) 952-3001, or you can email me 

at mike@cypresschurch.net. I have some helpful material I want 

to send you that will further help you grow in your relationship 

with God. 

Thank you for exploring Jesus. I am praying for you. 

May You Experience God’s Grace and Peace,  

 

Mike McKay 

Answers:  1) Passover; 2) bread; 3) Judas, he hung himself; 4) thorns; 5) with nails through His hands and feet; 6) Golgotha; 7) King 

of the Jews; 8) linen; 9) two, one where the head of Jesus had been, and one at the feet; 10) Peter; 11) Mary Magdalene’s visit to 

Jesus’ tomb on the morning of the resurrection; 12) Thomas; 13) red in memory of the blood Jesus shed during His crucifixion; 14) 

Halloween; 15) 16 billion; 16) marshmallow peeps; 17) lily, which is said to grow with its head down to honor Jesus; 18) Easter 

bonnets (hats); 16) pretzels because their design is said to look like praying arms and hands 
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LEADERSHIP 
(All emails are @neighborhoodchurch.com unless otherwise noted) 

Rich Fieger 
Family Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x207 
EM: Rich@ 
 

 
 
 
 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Iglesia Biblica 
Comunidad de Cypress 
EM: mgonzalez@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Richard Horne 
Prayer Ministry 
(714) 743-4323 
EM: rhhorne38@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Victor Huang 
Worship 
714-952-3001 x206 
EM: Victor@ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ron Jackson 
Counseling 
(714) 952-3001 x216 
(714) 952-1198, private  
EM: Ron@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Jones 
Information Technology 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Lee@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Kaufman 
Connection & 
Discipleship 
(714) 952-3001 x224 
EM: Kerry@ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halli Kim 
Graphics Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacque Kovacik 
Facilities 
(714) 803-5293 
EM: Jacque@ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Lanka 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM: Sam@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Terry Lambert 
Executive Associate  
Pastor and Coach 
(714) 952-3001 x209 
EM: Terry@ 
 
 
 

 
Nareth May 
Khmer Ministry 
cypresskhmerministry.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin McElderry 
Branch Ministries 
(714) 952-3001 x203 
EM: Justin@ 
 
 

 

 
Mike McKay 
Lead Pastor 
(714) 952-3001 x214 
EM: Mike@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacob Messersmith 
Pastoral Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Jacob@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Peterson 
Global Outreach Team 
(562) 867-5223 
EM:  Lance@funplaces.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Ryan 
Security 
(714) 952-3001 x201 
EM: Mark@ 
 
 
 
 

 
Shannon Ryan 
Finance 
(714) 952-3001 x211 
EM: Shannon@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorena Saucedo 
Shine! Kid’z Ministry 
(Early Childhood and 
Elementary Children) 
(714) 952-3001 x217 
EM: Lorena@ 

 

 
 

Adelee Smith 
Worship Arts Intern 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shawn Thomas 
 

Assoc Campus Pastor 
Los Alamitos 
(714) 952-3001 
EM:  Shawn@ 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wilson 
Maintenance 
(714) 952-3001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jon Wyatt 
Student Ministries 
(Jr. High & High School) 
(714) 952-3001 x222 
EM: Jon@ 
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Lead Pastor: Mike McKay 

6143 Ball Road Cypress 

714.952.3001 

neighborhoodchurch.com 

9:00am and 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Pastor: Justin McElderry 

First Baptist Church 

4000 Green Avenue, Los Alamitos 

562.343.4618 

thebranchatlosal.net 

9:00am 

 

 
 

 

 

Branch Lead: Nareth May 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

narethm@gmail.com 

cypresskhmerministry.com 

11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Lead:  Manuel Gonzalez 

6143 Ball Road, Cypress 

mgonzalez7570@yahoo.com 

11:00am 

 

 

Serve Wednesday 

Good Friday Gatherings 

Serve Saturday 

Easter Gatherings 

Ladies Coffee Fellowship 

Bloom Presents: Seeds of Hope 

Next Steppers Event 

Main Office:  info@neighborhoodchurch.com 


